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SULTAN QABOOS
BIN SAID AL SAID

Itis mot possibile for o fiest-time visitor to the
Sultanate of Chman, armving al Seeb
International Airport in 1992, and driving to
Muscat along the 35 kms of Hghted
dual-carringeway roud, over [ly-overs, past
ke Minstry buildings, schools, hospitals
and commercial establishments, o yvisualise
that only 22 years ago none of this existed,
Any Orrant will tell b that this
transformation is due to the mspiration and
puidance of His Majesty Sultan Qaboos hin
Said.

His Mujesty was born i Salalah in Dhotar.
the southern regon of Chiman, on [8th
Nowvember 1940, He is eaghth i the direct ling
of the Al Busand Dynasty, which was founded
in 1744 by Imam Ahmiad bin Said, whose
memnory 15 s0ll revered in Oman s & warrior
and enlightened admimstrator who united the
country after years of civil war, His Majesty's
Futher, Sultan Said bin Taimur, died in 1972

His Majesty spent his childhood and
received the early part of his education in
Salalah. At the age of 16 he was sent by his
Luther o England where he atended @ pravite
cducational establishment belore entering the
Revval Military Academy, Sandhurst, as o cadet
in 1960, His Majesty then served a tour of
operational duty with a British imfantry
pattalion and on the Staft in West Germany .
Subsequently, he studied municipal
government in England. Returning home on
completion of o world tour, he spent the nex
six wears in Salalab i accordince with his
Father's wishes, During those vears hus time
wars occupied in studving Istam and the cultural
and historical post of his country and people.

o the abdscation of bes father, Soltan Said
ban Tarmur, and his own sccession i July

I
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acts were the abolition of anuchronistic
restrichions on the lves and activities of the
people, and he announced his mtention in
proceeding [orthwith with the development ol
the country and providing his people with the
health care, education and other social
development they so sorely needed. He also
called upon them to play their part i the work
that lay abead and appealed o all Omans
abroad, whereyer thiey might be, (o réturn and
do s His words met with a spontaneous and
overwhelming response, and Omanis came
flocking back from many parts of the world.

The task that faced His Majesty was
furmidable. Little had been achieved i the
three yeurs since the oil revenues had started
coming in, There was i legacy of more than 4
century of Stagnation, with its accompanying
lack of development, illiteracy, high mortality
rate s solation. 10 1s not o much tosay that
b, at this e, was one of the most
backward countries in the Arab World, Added
to this, there was a bitter local sear im the south,
where at the time of his accession the military
SITUALIOn Was grave.

Meanwhile, His Majesty gave high prionity
1o the expansion of the Sullanate's
international relations, which had been almost
nem-existent before 1970, This has been
successtully achieved and diplomatic relations
have been established wilh many countries
throughout the world, regardless of theu
political complexions, His Majesty's policy
beiig o extend the hiamd of friendship toall
countries on the basis of non-interference in
cach other's internal atfairs, mutual respect,
pencelul co-existence and good
neighbourliness.

[nternational contaces through diplomatc
relations and personal visits are seen by His
Muesty 1o be of great importance in the

His Majesty with brather monarch, His
Majgaty King Fahad b Abdid Aziz, Custodian
of the Two Holy Mosques






Hig Majesty revigws the guard of honour, accompamed by Pregsident Hosn) Mubarak, on his State
Vislt o Eqyo!
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quest for world peace and understanding
between peoples. These relations have
currently been established with a total of 101
countries, His Majesty has pand State Visits
to brother countries of the GCC, Egypt,
lordan, the United Kingdom, United States,
France and Spaoan. This year, His Majesty
has welcomed to Oman a number of
distinguished world leaders including His
Majesty King Hussein of Jordan, President
Halez al Assad of Syria, President Frangois
Mitterrand of France and President Mario
Suarey of Portugal

His Majesty also pressed on with
development planning, A hist of priocities
wiars carefully formulated; wasteful prestige
Jroects were nol considerad. Advancement
has been achweved through a senes of Five
Year Plans, of which the fourth commenced
Lt year. The result his been that the magor
elements of the Sultanate’s infrastructural
programme have been virually complered,
and the emphasis has now shifted to the

consolidation of the achievemenis that have
heen secured

His Mujesty has carefully combined
traditional povernment with the inception of
aomodern state, The age-old system of
Sultanic rule whereby individual Omanis
had the right of access to the ruler — who
wis regarded as the father of s people
has been scrupulously preserved, alongside
the evolvement of government by a Cabinet
ol Ministers with their supporting staffs and
responsibilities.

Thus, His Majesty attaches preat
importance (o personal contact with his
people, and this he achieves in three
principal ways: one was the establishment of
the State Consultative Council, with a wide
popular representation of 55 members,
including Government officials, at the first
meeting ol which, i 1981, he sad ' The
Council shall also be a vital held tor
interaction and imlegration between the
opinions of its members and full cooperation

President Mitterrand of France recelves a ceremonial sword from His Majesty during the farmer's

1o the Siultanato







and integration between the Government and
the citizens in carrying out the duties and
obligations ol the corrent stage of
development.™

his democratic process was carried
stage further last year with the
implementation of His Majesty's stated
intention of estabhishing a Majlis Ash’shura,
a State advisory Council wholly composed
of representatives of the peaple and with no
Government membership, The
representaives are nomuinated by the people
of the 59 Wilavats (Governorates)
throughout the country., In s opemng
address to the Maghis, His Magesty called
upon ils members o scrupulously appreciate
the greal responsibilities they hid
undertaken

The Majlis has already demonstrated s
constructive rale in representing the people
af the Sultanate: us an example, at its
Session in May this year, it approved

i
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(Ahave) His Matesty the Sultan with visiting Presidant Mano Soares of Poruad) (Lefl) His

annual '"Measl-the- Pe

Majesty confers with his people durin

recommendations by its Education and
Culture Committee for the edocational and
cultural development of Omani children and
received repans from the Ministers of
Information, Health, and Commerce and
Industry on the work of their Ministries and
guestioned them on matters of detail

Secondly, His Majesty s annual tours of
the Interior, when he is accompanied by
many of his Ministers, provide him with the
opprrtunity o meel individoual Omams face
to tace, listen to their sugpestions, and
discuss their problems, thus giving him a
vitluable means of assessing their needs, On
these oceasions the appropriate Minister is
called in and the matter 15 dealt with
mmmediately.

Also, every year on the National
Anniversary on 18th November, His
Majesty delivers a major address 1o the
Mation when he reviews the achievements of
the previous year and outlines future

feair,



His Majesty defivars his Naticnal Day address
fir his people

policies, Last vear, His Majesty emphasised
in his speech that industry 15 the comer-stone
of the country's development, telling his
people that “*1t is only through hard work,
perseverance, continuous effort and resolute
nationul sparit, that nations can be built and
attain their highest aspirations. ™ He also
congratulated his people on their enthusiastic
participation in the ¢lections to the Majlis
Ash’shura ““which confirmed our country's
muarch towards comprehensive
development. ™

In his speeches and public stalements 1o
his people during the past year, His Majesty
has continued fo place great emphasis and
importance on diversifying Oman's
economy away from 1ol dependence on oil
revenues, and on giving encouragement (o
the private sector. These oil revenues are
forecast to continue for many years to come,
but His Majesty has long recogmised the
|6

hase, not only as a precaution against
possible future uncertamties of the ml
market but also as a means of providing
more carcer opportunities for Ciman's
graduates and school leavers. His Majesty
has also strongly emphasised the need for
Omanisation, the replacement of foreign
lubour by Omani nationals, and considerable
progress is being made in the furtherance of
this pi'rli'.'y.

The advent of the Gulf erisis in August
19N} brought unprecedented problems o
every state in the region. Consistent with his
policy of seeking to promote peaceful
solutions to international disputes, His
Mujesty supported all constructive efforts o
bring about a just seitlement of the crisis,
easentially based upon the withdrawal of
Irag from its occupation of Kowait, and
support for the United Nations Resolutions.
At the same time, His Majesty provided a
safe sanctuary for the many Kowailis who
fled 1o Oman,

When the full outbreak of hostilinies
nevertheless ensued, His Majesty acted
complete salidarity with his brother leaders
of the AGOC. In the aftermath of the war,
His Majesty has sought to further the
consolidation of peace in the region and
prevent any future threat toits stability,
notably through his chairmanship of the
AGCC High Committee for Security,

Both in his speeches and in the active
formulation and pursuit of his political
policies Hig Majesty has continually
advocatiéd the necessity for all countries of
thee world to work tor better understanding
and peaceful cooperation, both through
support for the United Nations and other
world bodies and through ther individual
efforts

An example of His Majesty's
internationalist policies has been his



conviction that the Sultanate, and the Arab
world in general, should seek positive ways
i which to develop mutwally fruiful
relations with Europe, particularly i the
light of those events which have tuken place
there which offer the prospect of a new era
of peacetul co-existence between the
countries of that Community. To this end
His Majesty took the lead in hosting an
historic meeting in Muscat of Foreign
Minmistery from the AGOCC States and the
European Community — the first occasion
when such a meeting has been held between
the two Comrmunities. In turtherance of this
policy the Sultanate became the first
non-member country to hold a national
exhihition it the Furopean Parliament in
Strashourg, and this year 1% holding another

in Budapest, Also this year, Orman has
participated in the international exposition at
Seville, EXPO '92. His Majesty has taken a
keen personal interest in all these
enlerprises

His Majesty 15 also deeply concerned with
the protection of the environment. In a
message to the Internatonal Conference on
the Environment held in Brazil in June this

year he stressed this concern and called for

energetic efforts to be made by the world
community 1o deal with this urgent problem.
His Majesty has instituted an International
Award for the Conservation of the
Environment, which he has presented (o
UNESCO for awarding to individuils or
arganisations that play a distinguished role
i conserving the environment

The Yearof Industry. His Malesty presenls the Cup of the Year of Industry 1o ana of the Chial
Execulives of five winning Omand cormpanies




With the revival of the sparit and life of the
Sultanate came a great interest in the
country’s ongins. Encouraged by His
Mayesty, scholurs started to investigate the
remote past of this lustoric land where man
first appeared after the last lee Age, aboutt
| 2,000 B.C. Though very httle s known
about the pre-1skunie past, many fascinating
discoveries have been made. Archagological
sttes dating back 1o the third millennmm
B.C. are believed to be contemporary with
the region's Barbar culture and the great
nver cultures of Mesopotamia and
Mohemjodaro. Evidence has been found of
tradde between Sumer, a land which existed
before Babylon, and Oman,

Copper miming and smelting by the year
2000 B.C had become a sizeable industry,
us revealed by excavations at locations in the
Soltar area. The largest of these so far
wlentified 15 at Lasail where, incidentally,
copper maning has recently been resumed. 1t
seems certain that the legendary country of
‘Magan’, referred to m Sumerian tablets as a
source of copper, was Onn,

Frankincense, the aromatic gum used in
ancient Egyptian and European rites, and
tradditionally offered by the Queen Shebi to
Salomon, was produced 1n Dhofar, i
southern Oman. One of the most precious of
the ancient world's commodities, it is
another Chmani product that 1s now being
exploited as an essential base ingredient in 4
highly fashionable scent

Although trading, farming and fishing
settlements existed in Oman as far back as
the fourth mitlenmium B.C, there is no
evidence of any developed urban ¢ivilisation
during this early penod, One of the reasons
miay be that there was no great nver where a

1K

Also, Orman’s terrain divided the country
into three very distinet sorts of culture,

Within the rock of Oman’s abrupt
mountain spine existed self-sufficient,
fiercely independent farming and pastoral
communities that were already flourishing
when the first Arab people came to Oman
trom southern Arabia some 200K vears ago
[n the Toothills to the westand in the great
deserts beyond, nomadic people led their
own, very distinet life. Along the lughly
cultivated Batinah coast lved farmers,
fishermen, merchants and sailors who were
the peaple most exposed 1o the rest of the
world by nature of their trades and
geographical location. These ancient
distinctions Lo some extent still exist, within
the modern united Sultanate.

Cyrus the Great, founder of the Persian
epire, dominated the area in the fourth
century B,C. Waith the consequent
introduction of the famous falaj system of
underpgound irrigation, the prospenity of the
Batinah greatly mereased.

Stll in pre-Islanue times, tribes from the
Yemen — legend has it that they came from
the region of the famous Marib dam
trickled into Oman_ Later, the Azd tribal
group, trom which the present ruling Family
1w descended, entered Oman, Then Oman
was under the rule of the Perstans, but the
Azd were able to regain Oman from the
Persian rule and they spread Arab influence
to all parts of the country. Islam came o
Oman. and Abd and Jaifar, the sons of
Julandi bin Al Mustakbar, embraced Islam.

Fivesthousana-vear-oid “heshiva' tomtis,
Tangitse proot of Oman's @any creilsation,









The impressive Nahkl Fort.




Lhman s mantme trade Hounshed. Umani
ships regularly called at ports in Persia, India
and Southeast Asia. As early as the eighth
century, the fame of the great Omani seamin
Abu Ubaica bin Abdulla bin al Qassim, who
fad the foundations for scientific maritime
navigation and made a 7,000-kilometre
vovage from Oman to Canton (Guangzhou)
in China, was widely known. As they
travelled and traded, the Omanis spread the
message of Islam as well as the Arabic
language and culture.

In 1507, nine years after Vasco da Gama
rounded the Cape of Good Hope, finding a
seu route 1o India — ironically being puided
by the famaous Omani navigator Ahmad bin
Majid — a Portuguese fleet brutally sacked
Muscat and within a year the Portuguese (Tag
flew at several places along the coast,

Nearly o century and a half later, in 1650,
Sultan bin Saif Al Yarubi reconquered
Muscat. Then, having built up a powerful
fleet for the war of liberation, he carried the
war into the Indian Ocean, establishing a

- wealthy state with colomal possessions in
East Africa.

Sayyid Said bin Sultan is an historically
prominent Omani ruler who exercised power
during the period 1807-1856. During this
time Oman's influence reached Zanzibar and
other purts of East Africa in addition to
provinces in Persia and Baluchistan. Muscat
became an important commercial centre and
meeting point for the entire Gulf area,
Sayyid Said concentrated his efforts on
developing and improving his country's
commerce and economy. It was Sayyid
Said, incidentally, who introduced the clove
t0 Zanzibar which he brought originally
from Indonesia. These plantations provided
a third of the Sultanate’s budpet. Duning his

T2
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Sayyid Sald bin Sultan (1807 - 1856,

reign, Oman developed her relations with
many parts of the world: a special envoy was
sent to the United States in 1840 — the first
Arab emissary o that country. Oman was
thus the first Arab country to establish
diplomatic relations with the United States.
Ithad already concluded agreements and
conventions with Great Britain, France,
Holland and other countries.

Thereafter, however, there followed a
period of decline and, at the time of the First
World War, Oman's share of international
commercial activities was very limited.
Indeed, Oman remained largely isolated
from the rest of the world until, in 1970, His
Majesty Sultan Qaboos came to power. His
Majesty's reign was the beginning of a
bright new era that renewed Oman's historic
glories and opened a new chapter of
development, prosperity, and social and
CCONOIMIC PrOZress.
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A map of the Arabian Peninsula rather
resembles a boot with the toe pointing ina
north-easter]y direction. Oman, with
A0U, 000 sqquare kilometres of very vaned,
striking terrin, occupies the south-eastern
part of the Pemnsulia, with a coastline which
extends for 1, 700 kilometres.

Donmnuted by an imtenor of jupged
muountiing simply called al-Hajr, "the Rock,
the country 15 o magic tpestry of different
terriins. The mountains, whose king al o
soanng 3,075 metres 15 the terraced Jabal
al-Akhdar i " The Green Mountain”), nse
strarght out ol the coastal plams or the sea,
ar sodr oul of the gravel platean and
shifting dunes i the Interor,

The country ranges from the ford-like
barren majesty of the Mosandam Peninsula
Uhast plunges into the Steat of Hormuz in the

inchnes south-cast towards Muscat, Trom the
vast, sandy edge ol the Rub’ al-Khali (The
Empty Quarter) through the mountains 1o the
lush, monsoon-based near-tropical Salalah
plain in the south,

T the west Oman borders Saudi Arabia
and the United Arab Emirdtes; to the south,
Yemen: to the north the Strait of Hormuz;
and tov the ¢ast the Arabuan Sea.

THE REGIONS
Cieographically, Oman falls into a number
of distingt arens.

MUSCAT AREA

The most important of this densely
populated area are the lovely old capital of
Muscat sheltered inits picturesgue bay; the
larger modern port of Muttrah which 13
surronnded by the old residental and trading

fAbove) The Muzsangarm penmswla. (Right) The Al Hajar mournitains.



The Wahiba Sands mee! the Arablan Sea

A view of Muscal with Al Alam Falace in the background

My




lown, and modern, busy Ruwi which is both
acommercial centre and residentisl
extension of the capital. Beyond this again,
residential satellite townships and mdustrial
estates have been spreading ar a fast pace,
changing the area bevond recognition for
sormeonis who hiss not visited Oman for a few
years, Quriyat, which is situated on the coast
midway between Muscat and Sur, is one of
the major towns 1n this area.

BATINAL PLAIN

The Batinah runs Trom the frontier with
the UAE tor a distance of some 27(0
kilometres south-east almost to Muscat, 11 s
sitmated between the coast and the Western
Hugar, varying from 10w 30 kilometres in
width, Cultivation 15 limited tooa narrow
coastit] strip, seldom wider than three
kilomerres. The Batinah is one of the most
populous areas of Oman: the man wowns are:

Birka, Masana'a, Suwaig, Khabura, Saham,
Sohar, Liwa and Shinas,

WESTERN HAJR (' ROCK")
MOUNTAINS

Like the Batinah Plain, this mountain
runge runs parallel o the coast from the
United Arab Emirates in the north to wadi
Mu"awal in the south. The highest peaks, up
o 3,075 metres, lie tothe south-east a Jabal
al-Akhdar. There are many settlements on
the Western Hajar, the most important being
Rustag, Awabi, Mo awal und Nakhl

THE INTERIOR (AL 100F)

This as the central plateau that slopes from
the northern base of Jubal al-Akhdar
sonthwards (o the desert. 1t s bounded on
the west by Dhahira and on the east hy
Shargiya. The area has four mam valleys:
Anda'm, Halfem, Buhla and Samail, The

The Central Business Distric! of Fuwi,
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Oneof Wadl Mawal's many villages






Cryatal crear water flowing traugh one of Gur

coutin's mary wadis,







Halfein and Samail valleys together form a
natural break i the Western Hajar mountain
range providing the teaditional route between
Muscat and the Interior, 10 is also one of the
most populous areas of Oman, its main
towns being: Nizwa, Bahla, Samail, 1zki,
Manah, Bidbid and Adam,

DHAHIRA AREA

This is a semi-desert plain, sloping from
the southern flanks of the Western Hajar into
the Rub’ al-Khali (Empty Quarter). It is
bordered to the north by Yanqul, Jau and
Buraimi and to the south it is divided from
Chman proper by Jabal al Koor (Deyar al
Drrewnin) andd from the east by Deyar Bam
Hinah. The major settlements are on two
principal wadis, Wadi Dank and Wadi
al-Ain, the towns being Dank, Ibo and
Yangal. The northern extension of the plain
af Dhahira is known as Jaw. In this small

are between the border of the United Arab
Emirates and the Western Hajar, the
population is concentrated around the
irmigated date cultivation of the Buraimi
0asis.

SHARQIYAH AREA

The Shargiyah is an area of sandy plains
and valleys lying on the inland side of the
Eastern Hajar. 1t is bordered to the
south-east by the district of Jaalan and to the
south by the Wahiba Sands. The Jaalan is a
sandy plain forming the southern extension
of the Shargiyah and extending to the
Arabian Sea, 1t is bordered on the nonthem
side by the Eastern Hajar and in the south by
the Wahiba Sands, The main towns are Sur,
Al Qabil, Ibra, Mudainb, Samad, Mudaibi,
Sinaw, Wadi Beni Khalid, Al Kamil, Al
Wali, Bilad Bani bu Hassan, Bilad Bami bu
Aldi, Al Ashkara and Ras Al Hadd.

Ciefting prepared for a camel cace near bl






Fraditional Qmani buats af Khor a-Batah in
S
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A camel race in progress at Al-Kamal wa Al-Wali

Traaitional boals al Musanadam
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BARR-AL-HEKMAN

This is an area of approximately 650
square Kilometres. Masirah Island is situated
tir the cast, separated by a channel of 14
kilometres. The area of the Barr consists of
salt Tlats and, on oceasion, the sea covers as
much as five kKilometres of the land area.
Most of the population live on the island ol
Mahiwt and are fishermen,

SOUTHERN REGION (DHOFAR)

The Southern Region of Oman accounts
for a third of the country's total area. The
coastal plain, extending from Raysut in the
west past Salalah, 1s nowhere wider than
about eight kilometres, but the fertile
alluvial soil is well watered between June
and September by the monsoon, The rains
also imigate the tree-dotted hills that rise
1,500 metres above the coastal plain, To the
north-west, the region’s border wath the

PN o
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Kingdom of Saudi Arabia runs through the
Empty Quarter, The main towns and villages
here are: Salalah, Taga, Mirbat, Sudh,
Thumrait, Rakhyout, Dalqut, Shaleem and
Mugshin.

THE MUSANDAM

Separated from the rest of Oman by part
of the United Arab Emirates, this is the
northernmost part of the Sultanate. lis
rugged mountains rise up to 1,800 metres
above sea level and the coast which juts into
the Strait of Hormuz, has u spectacular,
fiord-like look. The main towns are:
Khasab, Bayah, Mudha, Bukhy, Kunzar
and Lima

REGIONS

The Sultanate is divided into 59 wiliyats
(regions ), in each of which the Government
18 represented by a wall (governor), Muscal

g2
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Frankingense frees which provide the base for the famous Amouage perfume
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The Wall (Fovarmar)'s offices in Dhofar,
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Tha maouniaing of Musandanm




has its own governor with assistants in
Muttrah, Seeb and Baushar, as does the
Musandam with assistants in Khasab, Bavah
and Bukha, Dhofar also has its own
governor with assistants

CLIMATE

The chimate varies from region to region
In the coastal areas it is hot and humid in
summer. In the Interior it is hot and dry with
the exception of some higher locations
where it is lemperite all year round, In the
southern region, the climate 15 more benign,
The country’s rainfall is generally low and
irregular, although heavy local rains are
somelimes experienced, with the exception
of the southern region where heavy monsoon
rains regularly oceur between June and
September,

The sun sets over one of our Irandguil bays

FOPULATION

The crosscurrents of history with its
migrations and mvasions have swept Oman
since time immemorial, but its people have
remned of basically Arab origin,

Omani society consists of four basic
categones: the people of the sea who live by
fishing, seafaring and trading; the
agriculturalists of the Batinah coast and the
South, and those of the Interior who employ
the aflaj system of irrigation; the mountain
people of Dhotar and the Musandam; and the
Bedoun of the desert areas, The population
15 estimated at 2 million,




GOVERNMENT

The administrativee system of the State
under His Mujesty Sultan Qaboos bin Said
Al Said consists of the Diwan of the Royal
Court headed by H.E. Sayyid Saif bin
Hamad bin Saud, Mimster of the Diwan of
the Roval Court, the Ministry of Palace
Office Alfwirs headed by H.E. General Al
bin Magid al Ma aman, the Cabingt of
Ministers and Secretariate of the Cabinet,
the Spectalised Councils, Governorate of
Muscat and the Majlis Ash'shura.

The Cabinet of Ministers is the highest
executive authority, derving its power from
His Mitjesty the Sultan to whom it is
collectively responsible,

Laws and decrees are authonsed by His
Majesty. International treaties, agreements
and charters signed or approved by His
Majesty become Law Trom the date of their
publication in the Official Garertte.

42
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The Cabinet of Ministers consists of:

His Highness Sayvid Thuwamni bin Shihab
Al Said, Personal Representiative of His
Mujesty the Sultan.

His Highness Sayvid Fahr bin Taimour Al
Said, Deputy Prime Minister for Scourity
and Detence.

His Highness Sayyid Fahd bin Mahmood
Al Said, Deputy Pricoe Mingster for Lesal
Affairs,

His Excellency Qais bin Abdulmunim Al
Lawawi, Deputy Prime Minister for
Frnancial and Economic Affiirs.

His Highness Savyid Faisal bin Al Al
Said, Minister of Nationad Herstage and
Cultitre

His Excellency Sayyid Saif bin Hamad
bin Saud, Mimster of the Dovan of the Roval
o,

His Excellency Fareeq Awal Ali bin
Majid al Ma'amuari, Minister of Palace
CHfee Atfairs,
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His Excellency Said bin Ahmed Al
Shantan, Mimisier of Petroleum and
Minerals,

His Excellency Hamoud bin Abdullah Al
Hurthi, Minester of Justice, Awgal and
Islamic Alfairs

His Excellency Yahya bin Mahtoudh Al
Minther, Mimister of Education aind Vice
Chaneellor of Sultan Oaboos Ulniversity

His Excellency Sayyid Badr bin Saoud bin
Hareb, Mimister of the Interior,

His Excellency Abdul Aziz bin
Mobhammed Al Rowas, Minster of
fiformuition

His Excellency Sayyid Al Mutassim bin
Hamoud Al Busadi, Minister of State amd
Crovernor ol Muscit

His Excellency Yusuf bin Alaw bin
Abdullah, Memister of State for Foreign
Affiirs.

His Excellency Salim bin Abdulluh Al
Cihazabl, SMinster of Commmamicitions,

A Catunel rneeling presided over by His
Majasty

His Excellency Almed bin Suwiidin Al
Balushi, Mimister of Posts, Telegraphs amd
lelephones

His Excellency Shaikh Mohammed bin
Al Al Qatabr, Mimster of Blectrrenty and
Warer

His Excellency Shaikh Mohammed bin
Ahdullah Al Hinai, Minister of Agricalture
and Fisheries,

His Exeellency Sayyid Mussallam bin Ali
Al Busuidi, Minister of Stafe and Governor
of Dhofar,

His Excellency Ahmed bin Abdul Nahi
Macki. Minister of Civif Service

His Excellency Mahik bin Suleiman Al
Ma amiari, Minister of Housing.

His Excellency Dr. Al bin Mohammied
bain Moosa, Minister of Health

His Excellency Savyid Hamoud bin Faisal
bin Said, Secretary to the Cabiniet,



Al Hodni, Minsster of Regional
Municipalities amd Environment,

His Excellency Hamed bin Sad Al Aufi,
Minsster of Water Resources.

His Excellency Maghool bin Ali bin
Sultan, Minister of Connmerce aind Industry.
His Excellency Ahmed bin Mohammed
bin Salim Al lsa'ee, Minster of Social

Aftairs god Labour
The Secretariat ol the Cabinet of Ministers
is responsible for the smooth funclioning of
the Government machinery, One of its
functions is to ensure that the Cabinet
decisions are implemented within the given
time-frame and hudgel
Phe Governorate of Muscat is responsible
Fon the adeindstration of the city,
For easier administration of Oman’s larpe
land area and scattered population centres,
the country has been divided into 59
Wilayats (regions) under the jurisdiction of
the Ministey of the Interior, At the head of
each Wilayat is 4 Wali{govemor),
he Uffice of the Deputly Prime Mimster
tor Legal Affairs 15 responsible lor
fa) Streamlinmg procedures and systems Tor
legistation, Tutwa for interpretation of
the laws and contracts,

(hi Preparing and publishing volumes of
laws; 1ssued annually,

(¢} Preparing and publishing the Cificial
Gazetie.

{d) Advising ministries on legal matters and
dralting new legisltion.

MAJLIS ASH'SHURA

Fhs intenticen to establish the Majlis
AshShura, a state advisory council, was
announced by His Majesty the Sultan in his
speech to his people on National Day 1990
This has now been implemented, the Maylis
taking the place of the onginal State
Caonsultative Council, in an importan
extension of the democratic process

44

he Maglis is wholly composed of
representatives of the people nominated by
the 59 Wilayats (povernorates) throughou
the country. There are no Government
members. The following is the substance of
the Roval Decree establishing thie Majlis:

ARTICLE ]

It shall have an independent
admumistrative and financial status and shall
b located in Muscal

ARTICLE N

The Council shall have 59 members, each
representng a Wikayat of the Sultanate. The
selection of the members 15 o be carmied oul
according to the following procedure:-
A BEvery Wilayat to nominate three citizens,
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resident in the Wiliayal. The nomination
15 carried out by a Committee consisting
of dignitaries of the Wilayat and people
of valued opinion and experience.

B One of the three nominees of each
Wilayut 1% to be selected as a member of
the Council,

C A Royal Decree will be issued naming the
selected members

ARTICLE 1

The period of membership to the Council
is three years which can be renewed for
another term or more

ARTICLE IV
A Roval Decree will be issoed naming the
President of the Coungil

] W W PO s o Bt i

The Cabiinet bullding, Muscat

ARTICLE Y

The Council members shall select two
deputies for the President from among the
members of the Council. This will be done
during the first session,

ARTICLE VI

The office of the Council will include the
President, his two deputies and live
members of the Council to be selected by the
Council during the first session

ARTICLE ¥1I
The Council shall have a
Secretanat-General consisting of the




secretaries and employees

The Secretary-General s 1o be appiinted
by a decision from the Council's ofbice on o
recomimendution by the President

The Secretary-General 15 1o be granted the
financial grade of an Under-Secretary.

ARTICLE VI

Ashshura Council shull assist the
Ciovernment in all matters concerning the
Ohmani Society and it shall sugpest the means
of reinforcing the basic structures and the
ol vidues of Oman society,

ARTICLE IX
In order tw achieve its goals, the Council

shall have the following powers:-

I Review of draft legislation on economic
and social matters which is prepared by
the Ministries before being issued.

2. Presents its proposals on what it regards

3

econome und socil laws that are
exccuted in the Sultinate.

Providing opinion and proposils on
peneral policies presented to it by the
Ciovernment

Partwipation in the preparation of the
Country s development plans, the
following up of thewr implementation in
the context of the State’'s general strategy
and according 1o tts available
potentialities.

Participation in reinforcing the citizens’
awreness of the development objectives,
priorities and the effons that are exerted
ta carry them out, This will reinforce the
link between the citizens and the
Giovernment.

Participation in the efforts for the
conservation of the environment and its
protection from pollution.

. The study of matters related 1o public

His Majes!y with fis paople during the annual “Maal-the-People " four

At



His Mafjesty the Sultan istens infently as one.of s people axplans tis problarn,



supgpestions on how o develop them,

8. Studying obstacles that lace the
eeonomic sector and the presentation of
appropriate suggestions anmed al
overcoming those obstacles

Y. Giving opimons on other subjects which
His Majesty thinks should be presented o
the Council

ARTICLE X

The Council of Ministers shall devote two
meetings a year to be attended by the

President and the members of the Council's

office. The objective is to follow up means

of coordination between the Government
and the Council in the Public interest

ARTICLE XI

The Public Service Minsters shall submit
annual statements on the aclhievements and
plans of their Minstries and shall answer
questions by the Council members on these
plans.

The Council has the night 1o call any of the
Public Service Ministers 1o discuss matters
related to the duties of their Ministries
whenever this 15 required

ARTICLE X1l

The Government Ministries and
organisations and Public Authorities shall
cooperale with the Ash'shura Council so as
tor facilitate 1ts onission. They shall submit to
the Council any statements or information
regarding matters within the concern of the
Council

ARTICLE X111

The Council shall refer to its concerned
commitiees whatever applications or
proposals are recenved rom citizens on
general issues und then seek the
Ciovernment's opinion

The citizen shall be entitled 1o receive an
answer to his/her request

]

Ahe President of the Council shall submit
to His Majesty the Sultan the resulis of the
Council's activity once a vear,

lssued on 12 November 1991

SPECIALISED COUNCILS

The Specialised Councils were setup by
Roval Decree. They are under the
chairmanship of His Majesty the Sultan and
comprise some members of the Cabinet of
Ministers and other officials. In addition,
some of the Specialised Councils include
prominent members of the community,

Some of these Councils are

The Development Council which plans

ohjectives and peneral policies for economic
development, supervises projects and
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e Sultan Qatwos Liniversity,

procedures which {all within the overall
State Plan, and coordinates the activities of
the different Ministries and Government
departments in the execution of the current
development plan

The Financial Affairs Council which
apphies the financial policy of the State and
draws up the national budget. Among other
miatters it studies the Tinancial allocations for
etonomic development projects

Oither Councils ure

The Sultan Crtboos University Couneil
which s responsible for maintaining the
standard of the University, and the
establishment of new colleges, sechions or
centres. The Council 15 chaired by H.H.
Sayyid Fahd bin Mahmood al Sad, Deputy
Prime Minister for Legal Affairs.

The Civil Serviee Council draws up

S

general policies relating to the Civil Service
Amoeng its other responsibilities 1s
exarmmation of Civil Service problems and
{inding solutions to them, taking o
consideration public interests, The Council
is chaired by H.E. Sayyid Sail bin Hamied
bin Saud, Minister of the Diwan of the Royal
Court.
TENDER BOARD

In accordance with directions by His
Majesty the Sultan, a Tender Board was
established by Royal Decree in 1973, with
subsequent promulgation of the Law and
Regulations for Tenders, and amendments.
The purpose of the Board is to ensure the far
and equitable allocation of contracts.

The Tender Board comprises
His Excellency the Adviser to His Majesty
the Sultan for Development Planning



Affairs, us Chairman.

His Excellency the Minister of Housing, as
Deputy Chairman

His Excellency the Minister of Electricity
and Water, as Deputy Chairman,

In addinon to whom there are the following
members:

His Excellency the Minister of Regional
Municipalities and the Environment.

His Excellency the Minister of Civil Service.,
His Excellency the Under-Secretary for
Financial Affairs.

His Excellency the Under-Secretary for
Communications,

His Excellency the Under-Secretary for
Commerce and Industry.

The Board is assisted in discharging its
responsibilities by an Executive Secretaral
that carries vut studies and prepares reports
on all matters related 1o the Board's
operations. The Secretariat forms an active
link berween the Board and the various
Giovernment authorities that issue their
tenders via the Board

THE BOARD'S POWERS AND
PREROGATIVES

The Bourd 15 responsible for all
Ciovernment tenders, whether these involve
assignments, purchases of items or project
implementation, with the exception of
contracts and projects related to Defence
installations or those covered by a special
stipulation in the Law or Regulations for
Tenders. In addinon, the Board follows up
developments in the implementation of
projects from their inception until ther
completion. This 1s made possible by the
Lact thit Mimistries and Government
organisations regularly keep the Board
informed of all problems associated with the
projects” implementation. Consequently, the
Bouwrd takes effective action to solve these
problems by studving them and linding
appropriate solutions to them in coordination

with the authorities on whose behalf the
projects are being cartled out. When
necessary, the Board also issues all cirenlars
and directives required for regulating the
progress of the work in hand.

Inexercising its duties the Board complies
with established and well-studied
procedures. These enable it to fulfil its role
in the hest possible manner.

These procedures may be summarnised us
Tollivws:

Before putting any project out to general
tender the Board thoroughly checks the
relevant documents and contracts — m
coordination with the Government body
concerned — 1w ensure that they are
acceplable. In doing so it has the right to ask
tor assistance from experts, who may be
emplovees of the State of other Oman or
non-Chmani technical personnel, cither
within the Sultanate or abroad. This stage of
aperation s of particular importance; a
thorough check of the documents prior (o
prutting the project out 1o tender assists in the
elimmnation of any problems that might
otherwise occur after the 1ssue of the
invitation to tender, or while the project 15
beang implemented. This procedure saves
considerahle time and effort and ensures a
high standard of work, As a result great
suvings are made on costs and the project 1s
implemented i the required manner.

The Board also forms negotiating
comimitiees in cases where the nature of the
work involved s such that the necessary
procedures have to be completed through
negotiation. The Tender Law stupulates that
these committees should be chaired by one
of the Deputy Chairmen, and should also
include the Under-Secretary for Financial
Affairs and a representative from the
Ministry on whose behalf the project s being
carrted out, The committees put their
recommendations before the Bourd so that
the appropriate decision may be made.



The Sultanate of Cman was the first Arab
country 10 establish contact with the United
Stutes of America in the first half of the 19th
century, by which time it already had a
treaty relationship with the United Kingdom
and relations with France, However,
Tollowing the death of Sayyid Said bin
Sultan (Said the Great)in 1856 and the
separation of the East African possessions
from Oman, the country fell into o state of
solation for 100 years unnl 1970, when it
re-emerged onto the international scene
following the accession of His Majesty
Sultan Crahoos bin Sad

It was a formidable task o make the
Sultanate’s presence known and felt in
international ciccles. From the start, His
Majesty defined certain principles which
have been consistently followed during the
past twenty-lwo years, These principles
include: pood neighbourliness and

The internghonal prize-winning Ministry of
Fareign Affairs budding, Al Saroo),

respect for international laws and teaditions,
strengthening cooperation between States ol
the Gull, fortifying relations with other Arab
countrics, as well as supporting issues ol
interest in the Arab world, enhancing
Islamic cooperation, supporting just African
causes, explorng all avenues for increased
cooperaticon with the European Community
and other intermational bodies, and following
a palicy of non-alignment and establishing
cordial relations with all friendly countries.

Under His Majesty s direction, energetic
eflorts have been made to secure Oman's
proper pliace among the nations of the world,
and the Sultanate has made effective
contributions towards world issues, helping
tosolve mternational problems and working
for world peace and security

Chman jodned the Arab Leagoe on 29
September 1971 and the United Nations on
Tth October of the same year. In 1972 the
Sultanate jomed the Islae Conference
Orgamsation and in 1973 became o member
of the non-uligned Group. The Sultanate has
dlsor oined many specialised international
urgamsations (see list atl the end of this
chupter),

In December 1989 the Sultanate played
host to the Gull community for the second
time, when the 10th Summit of the Supreme
Council of the Gult Cooperation Council
was held i Museat, This Suormat marked a
new phiase: i was o troe expression of the
patire of relations between the Gull States
and reflected their endeavours 1o expand
therr goals, serve the common objectives and
iterests of the single Gult family and
provide a brighter future for is people.

The final communigue and the Muoscal
Declaration were # reflection of the Gulf
preople’s hopes and aspreations towiards
security, stability and the development of a
strong, continuing cooperation thal would
Turther economic unity and constructive



progress towards a brighter, more
prosperous future for the region and its
peaple. An example of this was the
Crmani-Saudi agreement on the borders
between (he two countries, which was
concluded between His Majesty Sultan
Quboos and the Custodian of the Two Holy
Places, King Fahad bin Abdul-Aziz, during
His Majesty s visit to Saudi Arabia at the
end of March 1990,

The Iragi occupation of Kuwait faced the
Giull States with their most dangerous erisis.
The Sultanate gave full support to rejecting
thee cccupation and demanding an
unconditional withdrawal of Iragi forees
From Kuwait. When international effors to
reach a pescetul solution failed, the
Sultanate gave prompt support by sending a
contingent to assist the Coalition forces,

The Sultanate has always maintained good
rebutions with Iran in accordance with its
policy of good neighbourliness, and made
great efforts to bring about a rapprochement
between lran and certain of the Gull States,
In 1990 Muscat was the venue for a meeting
between the foreign ministers of the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and the Islamic
Republic of ran. As aresult, the two
coumtries agreed Lo resume diplomatic
relations following a three-year break,

The Palestinian question is still the main
focus of conflict in the Mididle East. Oman
has given and continues to give wotal support
e the Padestindan people’s right o decide
their awn future in their own land and
establish their own independent state, The
Sultanite has given full backing to the
Madnd Conference and the subsequent
negotiitions. Oman supports Lebanese
legitimacy and has repeatedly declared that i
15 Favour of all sincere efforts aimed at
restoning Lebanon's well-being, security and
stability

The Sultanate hosted the Gull -Buropean
Diadogue in 18990, This represented the first

collective ministenal contact between the
foreign ministers of the six Arab Gulf States
and the Enropean Community, Oman
strongly supported this historic event in a
spirit of cooperation which reflected the
deep friendship linking the two
communities, whose continuous relationship
goes back over more than five centuries.

In recent years relations with the couniries
of both western and eastern Europe have
continued toexpand in all fells —
particularly the economic held, Oman now
enjoys diplomatic relations with mosi
countries in western and eastern Europe at
either resident embassy or non-resident
embassy level. Oman also has pood relations
with many States in the North and South
Amenican continents, and with most African
States, A number of African leaders and
senior officials have paid official visits to the
Sultanate for the purpose of strengthening
these relations. The Sultanate has
consistently supported the African people's
Just causes, and has recognised the
independence of Namibia, whilst urging the
South African regime to abandon its racist
policies with apparent success,

Relations between the Sultanate and the
Asian continent have also continued to
develop in friendship and constructive
cooperation. The Sultanate fully supports
ASEAN and UN efforts to reach a peaceful
dutcome of the Cambodian problem, and
appeals Tor a just solution resulting in a
system of government acceptable (o the
Cambodian people themselves, The
Sultanate supports the Geneva agreements
on the Afghan question in the hope that all
parties concerned will succeed in forming a
povernment comprsing all sections of the
Afghan people, which will follow a policy of
uninterrupted good neighbourliness and
coaperation,

In November 1991 Yusul bin Alawi bin









AT, opencd (he Limant Laplomatic
Institute at the premises of the Foreign

Ministry. The aim of the new Institute is to

upgrade Omani diplomatic standards.

Studies al the Institute will centre on topics

relating to political affairs, international

relations, crisis management, economy, and
international and diplomatic law . Stadies

will also include consular affairs and
protocol. The history of Oman and its

civilization will form part of the curriculum.

COUNTRIES WITH WHICH THE
SULTANATE OF OMAN HAS
DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS

Algeria, Democratic and Popular Republic

o

Argentina, Republic of

Australia, Commonwealth of
Austria, Republic of

Azerbagpan, Republic of
Bangladesh, People's Republic of
Bahrain, State of

Belgium, Kingdom of

Bolivia, Republic of

Brazil, Federative Republic of
Brunei, Darussalam State of
Bulgaria, Republic of

Burkina Faso, Republic of
Burundi, Republic of

Canada

Chad, Republic of

Chile, Republic of

China, People’s Republic of
Comoros, Federal Islamic Republic of
Colombia, Republic of

Cyprus, Republic of
Crechoslovakia, Federal Republic of
Denmark, Kingdom of

Dyjibouti, Republic of

Ecuador, Republic of

Egvpt, Arab Republic of
Finland, Republic of

France, Republic of

Sy

TR REEF e IR PRI R AN
Germany, Federal Republic of
Ghana, Republic of

Greece, Hellenic Republic of
Guinea, Republic of
Hungary, Republic of

India, Republic of

Indonesia, Republic of

Iran, 1slamic Republic of
Irag, Republic of

Irelund, Republic of

ltaly, Republic of

lvory Coast

Jamaica

Japan

Jordan, Hashemite Kingdom of
Kenya, Republic of

Korea, Republic of

Kuwait, State of

Lebanon, Republic of
Luxembourg, Grand Duchy of
Malaysia

Maldives, Republic of

Mali, Republic of

Malta, Republic of
Mauritania, Islamic Republic of
Mauntius, Republic of
Mexico, United States of
Moroceo, Kingdom of
Netherlands, Kingdom of the
Nepal, Kingdom of

Mew Zealand

Niger, Republic of

Nigeria, Federal Republic of
MNorway, Kingdom of
Pakistan, Islamic Republic of
Peru, Republic of
Philippines, Republic of
Poland, Republic of
Portugal, Republic of

Qatar, State ol

Romania, Republic of
Russiun Federation

Rwanda, Republic of



Saint Lucia Tunisia, Republic of

Saudi Arabia, Kingdom of Turkey, Republic of

Senegal, Republic of Uganda, Republic of
Si_::,'cheiln:s. Republie _ul' United Arab Emirates

H!ﬂﬂ‘h Leone, Repghllultnf United Kingdom of Great Brituin and
Singapore, Republic of MNorthern lreland

Somalia, Democratic Republic of United States of America

Sp_uin. Kingdom of Uruguay, Republic of

Sri Lanka, Democratic Socialist Republic of Venezuela, Republic of

Sudan, Rc[!ubl'n! of the Yugoslavia, Federal Repuhblic of
Sweden, Kingdom of Yemen, Republic of
Switzerland, Confederation of Zaire, Republic of

Syria, Arab Republic of Zambia, Republic of

Tanzanmia, United Republic of Zimbabwe, Republic of

Thailand, Kingdom of

United Nations” offices in the Sultanate:

LINDP — United Nations Development Programime

WHO — World Health Organisation

UNICEF — United Mations International Children’s Emergency Fund

GULF ORGANISATIONS DATE JOINED
Arab Centre for Educational Rescarch 112,73
Higher Education Coungil 1.12.73
CGulf International Bank 1.2.76
Gulf Organisation for Industrial Investment 20.10.76
Ciolf States” Health Mimsters” Council 1376
Ciulf States” Labour and Social Alfairs

Ministers” Council Continuity Office 6.2.78
Gulf' Air 4.6.78
Arab Education Ofhce Tor the Gull States 1.12,79
Guli Television Board 1.4, 80
Arab Gull University 6.5 80
Arab Gull Co-operation Coungcil 25.5.81
Gulf Region Permanent Communications Committee 30.5.81
Arab Gull States” Joint Programme Production Orgamisations 25.3.82
Ciull News Agency 13.6.82
Cocoperation Council States Specifications and Standards Board 9.11.82
Technical Office for Commumications {Gulf States Co-operation Couneil) 1983

Fducanonal, Sciemtific and Culral Chrepamsations
Joint Information Organisations

Joimt Economie Orpanisations

Joinl Gulf Organisations in Other Co-operation Fields

ARAR ORGANISATIONS DATE IOINED
Arab Postal Union 1 771



B
League of Arab States

Arab Sttes” Broadeasting Union

Arab Labour Organisation

Arab Social Defence Organisation

Arab League Educational, Cubural and

Scientfic Organisation

Arab States” Civil Aviation Council

Arab Organisation for Agncultural Developnient
Arab Orgamsation for Specihcations and Standards
Arab Fund for Eeonomic Growth in Alnica

Arab Administrative Development Cepanisation
Araby Centre for the Study of Arid and Desert Areas
Arab Fund for Economic and Social Development
Arab Academy for Maritime Transport

Arab Health Mimisters” Council

Arabsul

Arab Scouts” Office

Arab Crdes” Office

Arab Monetary Fund

Arab Youth and Sports Minsters” Council

Arab Organisation for Industrinl Development
Arab Social Alfairs Ministers” Council

Arab Planming Institute

Arab Interior Ministers” Council

Arab Justice Musters” Council

Arab Housing Ministers” Council

Agub Telecommunications Union

Arab Tourigm Union

Arab Transport Mimsters” Coungil

Arab World Tnstitute i Pans

ISLAMIC ORGANISATIONS

Islamic Interniational News Agency

Islamic Conference Orgamsation

Isturmie Development Bank

Islamic Solidarity Fund

[slamic States” Broadeasting Organisation

Al Quads Fund

Ishamie History and Clulture Research Centre

Islamnic States” Statistical, Economic and Social Research and Training Centre
Islamic Technical and Vocational Traiming and Research Centre
International Committee for the Preservation of Islamic Calwral Heritage
Eslamnic Commercial Development Centre

Islamie Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation (ISESCCH

58

29.9.71
14.6.72

9.2.73
26.3.73

14.6.73
15.10.73
|8.2.74
6.7.74
1278
4.75
30.4.95
30475
31.8.78
4,575
10,776
1976
1976
531
1.4.78
12.1.80
26,380
T.12.80
23.9.82
23082
239 82
30.11.83
278,84
28.3.85
30.11.87

1970
29.2.12
12.8.74

1974

1975

1976

1976

1977

4.78

1978

1479
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Islamie Figh Council
Ealame Capitils” Organisation

INTERNATIONAL ORGANISATIONS

United Natwons Chrganisation

Waorld Health Organisation

LIN Foodd and Agriculture Organisation

Universal Postal Union

International Monetasy Fund

Internanonal Bank for Reconstruction and Development

United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO)
International Telecommunications Union

International (Criminal ) Police Orgamsation (Interpol)
Internationa) Civil Avistion Orgamisation

Non-Aligned Movement

Intemationa] Maritime Crganisation (IMC)

Imternutional Satellite Orgamisatnon (INTELSAT)

World Meteorological Crgnmsation

Warld Conservation Umon (IUCN)

Afro-Asian Orpanisation for Legal Consultations

World Scoul Burean (WSB)

Afro-Asian Rural Reconstruction Orgamsation

Warld Council for the Wellare of the Blind

Regional Organisation for Protection of the Maritime Environment (ROPME)
United Natons” International Children’s Emergency Fund (UNICEF)
[memidtiona] Whaling Commission (JWC)

International Union Against Tuberculosis (IUAT)

Internitionsl Maritime Satellite Orgamisation

Afro-Asian Insurance Llmon

International Fund for Agncoltural Development

United Nations Industeial Development Organisation

International Civil Protection Organisation

Internationn] Organisation for Statutory Mercorology

Office Internutional des Epizootics

Imermutional [nstitute of Admimisteative Seience

[nternitional Standardisation Organisation

Internutionnl Associntion of Schools and Institutes of Administration
International Association of Lighthouse Authorities

International Hydrographic Organisation

Waorld Assocaticn of Girl Guides and Giel Scouts (WAGGGS)
International Organisation for Training and Welfare of the Disabled
Asian Legal Committee for Consultations

International Development Association

International Fiscal Association

Intermitional Government Office for Information Systems

1982
1942

DATE JOINED
7.7
2.5

1.7
17.8.71
23127
23.12.71
10.2.72
24.4.72
6.9.72
23.2.73
5073
3.1.74
31T
2.2.75
4.6.75
1976
1977
1.79
1979
20,379
| 9B
[GH)

[ YL
12,80
1981
1483
.85
1945
1985

| EHHS
f1.9.86
R
986
25.6.87
25.6,R7
|97



Belore 1970, there wis no means of
disserminating informaton within the
Sultanate, other than by word of mouth or by
broadeasts heard by radio from abroad on
transistor radios, There were no newspapers,
radio or television Instructions from the
Sultan in Salalah were passed by
radio-telephone to the Army headquarters in
Bair Al Falay and promulgated by means of
typed notices posted on the walls of Muscat
Thus the provision of an information service
for his people was high on his list ol
priooiies when His Majesty Sultan Qaboos
came o power in 1970, recopnising as he
tid the importance of projecting his policies
and news abowt Oman objectively and
accurately to them, and tw the world at large.

Within a week of hig accession, @ small
broadeasting station of only one Kw wis
installed ar Bait Al Falaj which enabled the
inhabitants of Muscat and its immediate areq
to hear o national radio for the Tirst time. 11
wits By this means that His Majesty made his
initial browdeast o the nation outlining his
intentions for the development of the
country, Two vears later, in 1972, a new
racio station of 1 kw was inaugurated,
broadeasting repularly 14 hours o day and 18
hours on holidays. In 1975, broadeasting
commenced on g HOO kw mediom wave
transmitter and a 50 kw short wave
installation. In Salalah in the south,
transmissions bepan in 1971, and in 1975 4
new radio station was opened there,
broadeasting on the same wavelengths,
Adiditional transmtters were subsequently
sited in many parts of the country to
strengthen and relay national broadeasts 1o
the entire Sultunate

I 1979, the two broadeasting stations al
Muscat and Salalah were linked by space
satellite toomprove radio transmssions
throughout the country. Programmes are

il

and Trom Salalah at other times, thus
achieving fuller use of radio facilities. It has
thus been possible to increase daily
broadeasting from Muscat and Sabalah to all
parts of the Sultanate, as well as to the Gulf,
East Africa, and the USA.

Broadcasts are now made in Arabic for
19545 hours daly and in the English lanpuage
for 15 hours, The main news in English s a
0730, 14230, and 1530 hours daily, with
news highlights at 1100, 1300, and 2200
hours, Clagsical music is broadeast from
(700 howrs to 1200 hours, programmes in
English from 2000 hours to 150 hours, and
light and popular music from 1500 hours w
2200 hours each day,

Colour television was mtroduced in
November 1974, with transmissions from

Muscal covering an extensive local area,
The service was subseqguently improved o
reach o wader audience. Transmissions

CAman News Agency spans ihe world



A dnouncer Siaie




i year later to cover the entire Governorate
of Dhotar. Commercial advertising has now
heen introduced on both television and the
radio English language service. Television
broadeasting has ngtorally greatly extended
the ability to provide information,
entertarnment, and edication for the people,
and additional studies Tor broadeasting and
recording programmes, and for the Glming
of plays and senials, have been developed
Fxtensive facthties for outside television and
riddics trinsmisstons are now employed. In
prcher 1o extend and Improve reception, 12
television reliy transminers have heen
installed, five in the Muscal area, three il
Sulalah, and one each at Nizwa, Sur,
Subm, and Buraimi . These are 1naddinon
(o the solar relay stations established
throughout the Sultanate. In October [949),
the Munster of Information, His Excellency
Abdal Aziz bin Mohammed A Rowas,
stened an agreement with o French group for
the further extension of welevision and radio
facilies. The project involves the
estiblishment of 16 main stattons for
television and radho, und 75 relay and
strengthening stations which will be linked
with the 1t main stations. The project will
cost RO25 645 641 and will be completed in

12 months,
In 1979, the space satellite-linked stations

il Muscat and Salalah enabled duly
transmmssons from the studios of bath
stilioms 1 serve the maximim nuamber of
viewers, The welevision service his begn
particularly effective in providing
information and guidance in such matters as
health, education, agriculture, industry, and
family atfairs and child care, in close
co-operution with the relevant Minstries,
Television broudcasts are transmitted for
ten hours daily on weekdays from [5(0)
bovars 1o O K howrs, andd Troim TOEE Bours o
0100 hours on Thursdays and Fridays. There
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Editing and dubbing programimes lor Hadio
Sultanate of Omah

is o daily English language news bulletin at
20060 howars

Television stuff recerve similar training to
their colleagues in radio broadeasting.. but
hecause of the more exacting reduirements
af television, the senior and more highly
skilled personnel are sent abroad For courses
of up to five years, during which they
ualify i all brunches of their profession.
From the inception of television tn 1974, the
emphusis hns been on Ounisation: today
O of the 450 staff members of the
television stations 1o Muscat and Salalah are
Omaniy

The high percentage is ull the more
nolable when one considers the highly
specinlised and technical work performed at
television stations. There are Omani
engineers, techmcians, producers and
newsreaders, for both Arabic and English
news, and, curtently, 13 Omani producers.
In the English news station, five Omanis
serve on the editonial staff,



The Ministry of Information, Curm,

A handsome new headquarters for the
Ministry at Al Qurm was opened at the end
of 19849, which contains the radio station and
studios, m additnon 1o the admnistrative
staff. This comprehensive compley also
provides residential sccommuodation as well
as recreational and colral facilines,
including a swimring poal, tenos and
sequash courts, and caletena

Aldser part of the Information comples is
the Oman Centre for Traditional Music
Founded in 1985, the Centre 1s responsible
for the collection and documentation of the
traditional folk music of Oman. Tt houses
video-tapes, sound recordings, still
photographs and colour slides, together with
field records of the songs and dances which
have been handed down over the years Trom
generation 1o generation.

From only one newspaper in the early
195, a wide variety of political, social and

specialised journals have developed,
independent of Government publications.
There are now two Arabic daily newspapers
and two English-language dailies. There are
also four Arabic social and political weekly
magazines for women, published monthly,
The Oman News Agency, established in
1986, carmes news aboul Chman and the
region o many countries world-wide.

During the past vear, government has
regularised arrangements o enable persons
to acquire satellite dishes (o receive
international elevision programimes.

Following its successful Sultanate of
Oman exhibation which was held ot the
European Parliament in Strashourg in
September 1990, an exhibition covening the
whole range of the Sultanate’s life and
achievements under His Majesty's
leadership over the past 22 years, 15 béing
held in Budapest in October.






DEFENCE

For ane hundred years, the Sultanate of
Oman was o great nautical power in the
Indian Ocean, from the md- T8 century
until the death of Sayyid Said bin Sultan
( Saidd the Great) roughly a hundred years
later, and the subsequent division of Cman
from its East African possessions. For the
neat century, Oman fell into obscurity as a
mulitary power in the region. However,
during its heyday, the strength of the Omani
empire had been based almost entirely on
seapower,

It was not until 1921 that the first regular
military Land lorce was formed with the
recruitment of the Muscat Force of company
size. By 1955, with the meagre resources
available, it had grown o regimental
strength, and been named the Muscat
Regiment. and by 1970, with the increasing
disturbiance i the south, the Sultan’s Armed
Forces (SAF) had been expanded by the
addition of the Northern Fronter Regiment,
the Chmiun Gendarmene (a para-military
force for frontier and coastal protection, the
Mountuin Regiment and the Desert
Regiment. However, at that time, the SAF
still only possessed outdated weapons and
equipment, Itis only since that tme that they
have been developed imto a highly -trained
and well-equipped lighting force for the
maimtenance of the security of the Sultanate,
second-to-none in the Arabian peninsuli,
His Mujesty Sultan Qaboos, as an
experienced military officer, 1akes a keen
personal imterest in the efficiency of his
Armed Forces and their general well-being,
and he regularly attends their military
manoeuvres on land, at sea, and in the ar,

The achievements of the Sultan’s Armed
Forees — that is, the Roval Army of Oman
(RACH, the Roval Air Force of Omin
(RAFOY}, the Royal Navy of Oman (RNO)
and the Royal Guard of Oman (RGO

clearly illustrate the attention they have
received from His Migesty as the Supreme
Commander of the Armed Forces, with the
resull that woday these forces are able o
perform with the utmost efficiency, as
recently demonstrated during the liberation
of Kuwait, Manpower raining concentrilis
on developing the Omam serviceman’s
proficiency and potential so that he can carry
out his responsibilities with skill and
competence. The required level of skills can
only be attained it the manpower 15
educated, trained and provided with the
proper breadth and depth of experience. The
Sultan’s Armed Forces play an important —
indeed, pioneering — role in training young
Chrnanis to play their part in serving their
country ably and responsibly within their
respective fields of specialisation.

ROYAL ARMY OF OMAN

Every component of the Royal Army of
Oman, which comprises its combat
formations and units, support services, and
truming establishments, has undergone
impressive, methodical development dunng
the 22 years since the beginning of Cman's
renaissance. Particulir eniphasis has been
given to achieving guality tather than
quantity, with the result that efficiency has
ncreased and the Army 15 now capable of
carrying out all the combat duties and tasks
assigned o, with high professional ability,

The Sultin ol Oman's Armouwred Corps
has been greatly expanded and equipped
with the advanced weaponry it requires to
enable it 1o keep pace with the demands of
modern warfare. The Sultan of Oman's
Artillery has also progressed along Similar
lines with up-to-date land and air weapons
systems. Advanced weapons have also been
mntroduced into the Sultan of Oman’s
Parachute Regiment o enable it to perform
effectively, The infantry brigades and other
units havee also been developed, modemised,



Abroad, the Mimstry muintans
representatives and affices responsible for
thee following countries:- Egypt, United
kKingdom, France, Belgium, the
Metherlands, Germany, Switzerland,
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Austria, Spain, Porugal, Eastern Europe,
Scandinavia, Singapore, Hong Kong,
Malaysia, Thailand, Indonesia, the
Philippines, Japan and the Unied Staes.
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Armaur af the Gayval Army of Oman on exercises.

and eguipped with sophisticated weaponry
iand velieles o enable them o defend the
counbry’s sovereignty and lermitori
integrity

The support services, which consist of the
Forces” logistic services, play o prominent
rile, thanks to the development and
modermigation that have taken place in the
supply systems, and in view of the vital role
they play in times of war and peace. This his
been clearly demanstrated inthe Roval
Army of Oman’s exercises.

Signils have also been developed and
been privided with high proficiency
communications facilities: signals personnel
are trained at the Signals School. The
Suln's Armed Forces transport has also
been developed and provided with
equipment and vehicles to enable it 1o play
its vital role in supply and provisioning. The
Electncal and Engineering Corps provides
tughly proficient. skilled, technical suppont

The Forces” Medical Services have
undergone similar development. The
hospitals and fixed and mobile medical
centres hive been modernised, staffed with
dowctors, consultants and speciplists, and
supplhied wath np-to-date medical equipment.
A Medical Training Centre has been set up
to train members of the Medical Services in
Military medicine,

The Sultan's Armed Forces Engineers
have also heen up-dated 10 enpble them o
pertorm their demanding tasks i carmying
out their highly specialised role. Special
traininge courses wee held ot the Sultan's
Armmed Forees Schoal of Engineering

The Sultan Quboos Military College was
established in response to His Majesty the
Supreme Commander's recognition of the
impartance of training. The officers who
pass out annually from this College are
traaned to perform ther duties in the
different units of the Royal Acmy of Oman






daguar grognd-attack aircratt i the Roval Alr Force of Oman.

The Royal Army of Oman’s exercises
demonstrate its high level of combat
proficiency and are a practical application of
buaitle methods with modern weapons carried
out in conjunction with other arms of the
Sultun's Armed Forces.

THE ROYAL AIR
FORCE OF OMAN

The Aur Force also receivis a high level of
prionty from His Magesty, and its equipment
and muterial huve been constantly
modernised and updated. With its fighter
arrcraft, transport aireraft, modern missiles,
early waming svstems, and advanced radar,
it is well-equipped 1o protect Oman's air
space. The air defence systems have also
been modernised. Now, for the first ime,
lung-range moving turgets are used in
training. These Ny at different altitudes, and
successtul strikes aguinst them require a high
degree of skill and trwining.

As its @im is 1o provide highly qualified
national cadres, the Air Force gives
considerable attention 1o the trmming and
skills development of technical personnel.
This year, a number of techmciung, in a
variety of specialised fields, have gradusted
from the Yocational Training Institute, and
are providing the Air Force's several
branches with qualified techmical staft. In
additon, anumber of the Force's students
graduated from the Fuculty of Engineering
of the Sultan Qabous University after
passing out from the Sultan’s Armed Forces
School. After graduation, these students
were sent on specialised qualifications
trining courses o fiEtheny to carey out their
advanced duties in the Royal Air Foree of
Oman,

1991 saw the formation of the free fall
parachute team. which took part in the 215t
National Day celebrations. The 'Nusur'
(Eaglesh mobile base also visited several of






the Sultanate’s regions and held open days 1o
acquaimt the public with the achievements ol
the Air Force and the development in every
area of its activities,

His Magesty the Supreme Commander
believes that the Royal Air Force of Oman
hats a vital role (o play. Hence the prionty
given 1o the Sultan Qaboos Air Academy
and to the trmning of Omani fighter transpon
atrcraft, and helicopter pilots and navigators,
This year, His Majesty presided over Air
Force Day and the passing out ceremony
trom the Sultan Qaboos Air Academy for the
"Musur Al Jaw ™ (Air Eagles), and
parachutists, and other personnel. His
Mujesty awarded these men their wings,
several of whom received swords of honour
ROYAL NAVY OF OMAN

At the time of the accession of His
Majesty Sultan Quboos in 1970, the onee
all-powertul Omani Navy, which had
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dominated the waters of the Indian Oeean n
the last century, was left with just two armed
‘Booms” (species of dhow), Less than two
decades later, the Roval Navy of Oman had
become i highly competent fighting force,
capable of currying outits functions with the
utmast efficiency

During this period, the Navy Tay the firm
Loundations of o naval force 1o he reckoned
with — a force with an impressive combat
capability and an expanding role in
protecting the country’s territonial waters,
Tao boost this combat capability, a number of
missile-cqumpped, fast patrol boats,
fast-arack craft, a landing and supply ship,
coastal and deep-sea patrol boars,
transportation and marine survey slaps., and
a satl-powered traing ship joined the Flee
Constant improvements were mtroduced to
the facilities at command and control
headquarters o keep them in line with the

"

(Lelt) His Majes!y decorates an Cmant officer (Abovel Scientific irawing forms an imporant part
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The Royal Navy of Oman set up the Said
bin Sultan Naval Base, recently transferred
from Muscat to a new modern base at
Wudam, to provide suppont for its
organsation and operations. 1t also
estublished o sophisticated naval training
centre at Wudam, and sections for diving,
deep-sea medicine and marine surveys.
These will play a promment role in
providing the specialised services of the
future. The Ras Musandim nuval base has
also been improved.

The Royal Navy of Oman is now in the
process of acquiring two corvettes equipped
with the latest weaponry, and has also drawn
up plans 10 expand the mamtenance services
ut the Suid bin Sultan Naval Base and
[‘rru'nrltll..'. .'lp]‘.lTL!pfi.'!lc engmesnng and
mitindenance services for the new generation
of larger ships, The other naval bases in the
north and south of the country are also being
developed

Recognising the importance of training
nutional naval cadres, the Roval Navy of
Ovman sel up the Naval Training Centre to
train naval officers and ratings i marine
navigation. Traning takes place at the
Centre and on the training ships, including
thee SNV Shabab Oman. This ship, which is
used for sail training, was piven a complete
overhaul in dock outside the Sultanate this
year, following which it made a number of
lomg voyages inorder tostrengthen the Ges
of Iriendship between Oman and the other
nations of the world, Currently, it is taking
part in the celebrations being held on both
sidess of the Atlantic — i Spam and the
United States of Amenica — to mark the
S00th anmiversary of Christopher Columbus’
discovery of the American continen,

I 1991, the Royal Navy of Oman took a
significant step forward in the speciatised
trining leld when it started 3 small staff

e

i the near future. 10 will be possible o
aecept naval offeers rom the RNO
different specialised branches.

ROYAL GUARD OF OMAN

The Roval Guard Regiment was formed in
1973 with responsability lor the security of
His Majesty Sultan Quboos, His Majesty's
puests, and the protection of Royal propenty.
105 a corps d'élite, consisting of some of the
Frcest wned best trmed men i the Army, and
15 a formadable fighting force. as well as
performing ceremonal and other duties. In
TOR T was expanded und reorganised into i
full Brigade. In 1985, comadmg with the
celebrations of the 15th anniversary of His
Majesty s accession, His Majesty bestowed
on the RGE the signal honour of designating
Ist November anoually as RGB Day, 1t was
o that dinte in the same year that the Brigade
received ils Royal Standiard from His
Minjesty

In Movember 1976, the Roval Guard was
given the task by His Magesty ol establishing
asehool for providing advanced technical
education for boys related o serving
members of the Roval Guard,

The sehool now comprises some 200
stodents, all of whom follow a curniculum
which 15 heavily brased towards engineering
and technology, Although the medium of
instruction for the technological subjects is
English, entrance to the school is reguluted
by means of o competitive examination in
Arabic subjects, which ensures that the
facility is open to all Omanis, imespective ol
their previous experience of the English
language. Competition for the thirty places
each year s fierce. The success of the school
can best be judged by the quality of its
output, Gradumtes aee well-temned,
disciplined, engineering lechnicians with g
fluent command of technical English. Many
o these ex-students can now be found m
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important and sensitive Government
organisiations, applying the technical skills
they have acquired at the school. Students
frequently go on o further study, so thal
already the school has many graduates with
UK degree gualilications in enginegring
disciplines, readying themselves to [l the
prsts which are now held by expatriate
emplovees, All students follow the same
curriculum, which includes a rigorons study
of the Arabic language and culture, m
addition 1o a full technological syllabus held
in the English medivm, The schoal has now
progressed tooa stape where its certificates
are officially recognised throughout the
world. Students now have the opportunity to
obtain a wide range of gualifications.
including the School’s Certificate, the Cman
Minstry of Education Final Certificate, the
BTEC First Diploma (Engineering), and the
HTEC National Certificate of Achievemeni
[Engimesrnng )



The RGO has been entrusted by His
Majesty with another important
responsibility, In 1985, His Majesty directed
that a Royal Oman Symphony Orchestra be
formed, and a school was accordingly
established near Muscat. The school is a
unigue boarding establishment which caters
tor all aspects of the young people’s
cducation and well-being, It is attended by
young Omanis of both sexes. The orchestra
hias now reached a remarkably high standard
of performance, acclaimed by visiting
specialists from many parts of the world.

The RGO also maintains three
highly-trained military bands — one of them
mounted — which perform on State
occasions, as well as a military choir, The
bands have earned o gh reputation for their
performances abroad, notably at the
Edinburgh Military Tattoo m Scotland, and
at the Sydney International Military Tattoo
in Australia,

COMMAND AND
STAFF COLLEGE

The Command and Staff College, situated
al Bait Al Fula) near Muscat — the highesi
military training institution in the Sultan's
Armed Forces — runs courses 10 train
officers for positions of leadership. The
syllabi for these courses include modern
combat methods, leadership, administration,
anl staft duties, and the most up-to-date
teaching methods are used, Several staff
courses have praduated over the past few
years

THE SULTAN'S
ARMED FORCES MUSELIM

The Sultan’s Armed Forees have taken a
great interest in their military musewm in
order to revive Oman's military heritage and
meserve the memory of achievements of
carlier generations. His Majesty the Sultan
opened the military museum in December

I98H. Since then, it has beena ‘shop
window’ of the Sultan’s Armed Forces,
visited by foreign VIPs and nationals. The
museum’s exhibits include models and
Crmani historical and military documents
from pre-Islamic times to the present day .
The museum courtyard contains several
examples of old weapons formerly used by
the Sultan of Oman’s Armed Forces,

THE SULTAN'S ARMED FORCES®
CONTRIBUTION TO THE COUNTRY'S
DEVELOPMENT

As directed by His Majesty, the Supreme
Commander of the Armed Forces, the
Sultan’s Armed Forces make an important
contribution to the country's Development
Plan. The Roval Army of Oman helps in
building roads, digging wells, and
constructing aircraft landing-strips in the
remote and rugged areas. I also provides
medical services for citizens in the remote
mountamous and desert regions, The Royal
Air Foree of Oman contributes (o the
development process by providing a range of
services for people living in remote and
mountamons areas. including ambulance
serviees and the transport of provisions and
loodstufts. The Royal Navy of Oman plays
its part by protecting fishing grounds,
mineral resources, and the marine
environment, by guaranteeing the safety of
mternational shipping, and by firefighting at
sed. 1t also helps in carrying out coastal
surveys and, in conjunction with other
competent state authorilies, protects the
marine environment and removes ol
pollution. The Mimstry of Defence’'s
Engineening Services also make a major
contribution o road-building in the remote
and rugged mountain regions, eg the
mountains of Dhofar, mantaming the
important roads in the Jebel Al Akhdhar and
the roads in Musandiom.



OMAN POLICE

The stability which previls throughout
the Sultanate of Oman s in-g lirge measure
altributable to the Royval Oman Police (ROP)
and the confidence 1 inspires amongst the
General Public. This 1s no miean
achievement considering that in 1970 no
police foree existed in the country other than
i detachment consisting of one officer and
73 constables with their headguarters af the
Rub al Kabir in Muscat. Their
responsibilities were confined to Muscat and
iis immediate vicimiy. Since s
establishment in the latter part of 1970 the
Royal Oman Police has developed into o
highly efficient modern force which now
covers the entire country. The basic policy
ol the ROP is to gain and maintain the
confidence of the public through
co-operation and assistance, and the
education of the young

The ROP 15 now an advanced and highly
proficient organisation, equal to the most
up-to-date police forces in the world. lts
deplovment throughout the country 15 a
major Tactor in establishing securty and
confidence. This is reinforced by the madern
equipment with which it has been provided
and the range of purposes for which it can be
used, The ROP has also seen significant
expansion in its functions and areas of
responsibility, which are considerably
greater than those of police forces in many
other countries, Apart from conventional
police duties the ROP is responsible for
inmigration and passports, customs, civil
defence and fre fighting, coasteuard
operations and the prison service. Cman
wonmen have an important role in the ROP,
ax in other Government organisations.

Close family ties, coupled with strict
adherence 1o the teachings of Islam and to

T6

the remarkably low erime eate in the
Sultanate. The Tact that the Sultanate dogs
not suffer from a drugs problem may be
attributed to these traditions, the family role
in the education and upbrngimg of children,
andd the part plaved by the Police in
protecting the country from the drugs
menace by enforcing strict customs control
over the aur, sea and land entry points,

The Roval Oman Police Academy
(ROPANY at Mizwa was opened m 19580 10
provide training in a wide range of
specialised palice work such as
finger-printing, comimal mvestigation, law,
driving and treaffic regulations, and foreign
language courses. Advanced courses in
secretarial skills are also held. The Academy
recruits from young Omani university
students, who join it for military and police
trmining. After completing their courses they
are appointed as officers in the departments
and divisions that require therr specialised
ualifications,

The ROP is engaged in Omanisation of all
its posts, particularly the techoical ones,
such as aviation, computers, medical
services, civil engineering, architeoture and
in other engineering ficlds. ROP provides
employment opportunities for young Omanis
who have graduated in these disciplines as
part of @ well-prepared phased plan. Some
arts praduates are also aceepted; a number of
praduates of the Sultan Qaboos University's
Faculty of Education and Islamic sciences
haye been recruited , Officers are also sent
abroad 1o study at specialised securnty
institutes in Arab States and some friendly
toreign countries.

ROP personnel of the Directorate-General
of Imrigration and Passports and the
Directorate-General of Customs ane
responsible for controls at awrports, seaports
and border crossings. These
Directorates-General 1ssue passports,
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visitors' visas and land passes. They also
process naturalisation applications and other
matters relating o immigration and
passports. As with other ROP departments,
they have established sub-divisions in
several wilayats and regions of the Sultanate
in order to save people the trouble of
travelling to Muscat to obtamn services from
the Police. They also monitor and follow up
the implementation of decisions and
instructions concerning export and impaort
transactions, Costoms dulies wre o
significant source of national income, The
Directorate-General of Tmmigration and
Passports has o modern computer system o
document and store information, inview of
the large number of individuals, companies
and official establishments with which it has
tor deal. Through its headguarters and
branches at wll entry and exit points the
Directorate-General prepares customs

The ROF Coas! Guard praciise rescue opérations

]

the faws, rules and regulafions i force. i s
also responsible for overseeing and
following up the implementation of these
matters, and to ensure thit the community is
protected from prohibited goods and
materials eniering the Sultanate which mighi
threaten the safety and securily of society

The Coastpuard Division — an importan
unit of the Police organisation — keeps
watch over Oman's 1,700 km of coasthne. N
15 equipped with fast patrol bomts o prevent
llegal immigration and contraband,, as well
as for combating drug trafficking. The duties
of the division include visiting isolated
coastal villages, delivering food and medical
supplies, searching for overdue fishing craft
and pleasure boats, and the evacuation of the
inhabitants of coastal villages in an
eImergency.

The ROP also provides protection for
wvisiting heads of State and senior foreign
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Duties Linit is a comerstone of the ROP and
guards vatal installations, important persons,
and foreign embassies and diplomatic
missions. This unit 15 supphied with the
modern equipment it needs o enable it 1o
carry oot its dutics efficiently, and its
members receive special raining.

The Police Aviation Directorate is
eijuipped with helicopters that respond to
emergency calls to evacuate inpured and sick
persons, and transport relief supplies (o
remote regions when natural disasters oceur
Hence the helicopters are equipped with full
medical facilities capable of gong into
operation at a moment's notice and known us
the Flying Medicul Service. These
helicopters have trained crews who provide
paticnts with treatment en route o hospital,

The ROP has an Oil Installation Division,
with its headquarters at Mina Al Fahal, the
oil terminal on the coast, and subdivisions at
Fahud and Marmul, the oilfield centres in
the interior. The Division provides secunty
coverage for the whole oil industry, and 15
respomsible for patrolling the pipelines and
other installations, ranging from oil ngs in
the desert to the terminal at Mina al Fahal.

The Directorate-General of Civil Defence
has the highly important responsibilities not
anly for civil defence, but also fire-fighting
and the protection of lives and property
against the dangers of fire by educating the
public and advising them on how o prevent
fires. By means of comprehensive training
and use of modern equipment the Directorate
has developed its services o high
mnternational standards.

A patural result of steady economic
growth and the extensive improvement of
the road network has been the great increase
in the number of vehicles on the roads. This
in turn, has increased the burden on the
Directorate-General of Traffie, which 14
responsible for all operations relating w
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ROP helicopters respond fo emeargency calls

vehicles and their use, traffic repulations
such as vehicle inspections, licensing,
investigation of accidents and resulting
damage, und the siting of traffic signs and
lights, and their installation in co-ordination
with other responsible state authorities, The
Division organises courses of lectures on
traffic laws, general satety principles and
busic mechanics for instructors und pupils.

The Sultanate’s active participation in
vinous AGCOC security-related meetings has
helped in producing positive results as well
as in fostering inter- AGCC security
co-operation. Since it joined Interpol, the
ROP has also played a notable role at ity
international conferences and other
meetings. The ROP's crime prevention
performance and its record of co-operation
with Interpol in all security spheres has
received high commendation,
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Being outside the wur zone, the economy
of Oman was not seriously affected by the
conflict at the northern end of the Gulf in
199041, Such adverse effects were limited
and transitory. Tourism suffered temporarily
as visilors from the western world and
elsewhere kept away as they did from
elsewhere in the Middle East for the duration
of the crisis. However, by 1992, tourism had
completely recovered. In some respects the
cconomy of Oman benefited from the crisis
as there was a sharp rise in oil prices, Oman
blended crude oil jumping o $26. 10 in
August from $15.85, and thence to $32.85
in the following October of 1990, These
price nises increased Oman's budgetary
revenue significantly. Oil revenues rose
from RO, 1974 million in 1989 (o
RO 016 mallion in 1990, while total
revenues incressed from RO 4831 million
in 1989 (o ROZ,039.9 million in 1990, The
nsk premms and higher charges on Gulf
shipping enhanced the relative atiractiveness
of Oman's ports, which are situated owtside
the Gulf, so that non-oil trade also continued
toexpand. Non-oil domestic exports plus
re-exports rose from RO168 million in 1989
to ROT76 million in 1990, which together
with oil exports, brought total exports in
POt ROZ 110 million from ROT,556
million the previous year. Although imports
also rose from ROY10 million to RO1 076
million. Ohman ended the year with a trade
surplus of RO1,034 million and a balance of
payments surplus of RO444 million, both
the largest on record. These effects produced
i wave of private sector confidence; pnivate
investment increased by more than 305 in
1990, This expansion is continuing.

The Sultanate has aequired a reputation
for unning u prudent economy. However,
Its economy beang oil-based, it is subject 1o
the vicissitudes of the world's o1l murkets.

&2

warld o1l prices early in 1986 when, having
earlier nsen to US 830 a barrel. they reached
a low of Tess than $10 a barrel, The
Ciovernment acted promptly by devaluing
the Rial by 14% and adopting some
measures of retrenchment in its development
plans, but without seriously affecting health
and educanion services. Oman was forunate
in that, by 1986, the construction ol its
domestic infrastructure had been virtually
completed.

By Middle East standards Oman’s
resources of ol are modest. According o the
latest estimates, they are in excess of 4.4
billion barrels, which indicates that present
levels of production can be maintained well
into the next century. Exploration for new
deposits of vil and gas is being pursued with
vigour, and prospects are promising, but
from the beginning of the renaissance era,
the Government has been keenly aware of
the necessity to diversify the economy, and a
considerable degree ol success has been
achieved in this respect,

Major cement plams have been
constructed, and a thoiving copper mining
industry developed, on oil relinery for the
Sultanate's domestic needs, a Bour mill, 4
state-of-the-art textile mall (the first in the
region) and a flourishing industeial estate for
awide variety of light industries have been
cstublished. Two other industrial estates al
Sohar and Raysut are currently under
constuction, Creiginally, industry wis
directed towards import substitutes based on
indigenous resources, but, with a limited
home marker, industrigl policy has been
switched towards exports. Growth in
agriculture has been notably significant; in
particular, the crop and livestock sub-sectors
have been important areas of growth, as has
the fishing mdustry, which now fully meets
thie dernands of the home market. Asa
result, agriculture and fishing also accoun
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for an mereased percentage of the GDF as
compared with the earlier years ol
development

An important by-product of this
diversification palicy is the increased job
apporiunities it is providing for
school-leavers,

Promotion of the commadity -producing
sectors has led o corresponding expansion
in trde, Ninance and related services. The
enhancement and efficiency of these services
i vital for the stable expansion of private
sector actvities i production and trading
These services are plaving an mvaluable mle
in supporting the cconomic progress of the
Sultanate

THE FOURTH FIVE-YEAR PLAN

I'he inception of the Fourth Five- Y ear
Plan { Y9196 hus beenan important step i
the furtheér development of the natwonal

eeonomy. The Plan cons lidiates the

wstamed and dramatic achievements of the

past twenty-two years under the leadership
of His Majesty Sultan Qaboos. It lays great
emphasis on macro-economic equilibrium
and sound fiscal and monetary management,
while targeting a GDP annual growth rate ol
fr. 3%, a rate well in excess of Omani
population growth, estimated o be 3.5%
annwally.

A number of new policies have been
instituted to aehieve the Plan’s objectives
Oine of the most innovative 15 the setting up
of a contingency reserve. As oil prices are
chronically unstable, the creation of this
reserve will enable additional resources to he
cel aside when vl prices are |1|!.'_il, oy be used
for budget stabihisation when prices are low

Actcess (o these relatively ligud
contingency reserves can provide the
short-term flexibility needed for fiscal
management, and thus ensure a steadier role
of Government spending, through both good
times and bad, than otherwise would be the



Tund will iso be increased, whilst
withdrawals will take place only in case of
emergencies. This [und will become 4
resource for ensuring the future welfare of
the country,

The primary roles of the 4th
Five-Year-Plun include:-

(o) diversification of the sources of
national income in order to reduce
dependence on oil as the dominant
source of income. This is to be
undertaken by restructuring Oman’s
economy and directing appropriate
levels of investment to non-oil
income-generating sectors, especially
agnculture, fisheries, industry, mining
und services. Average annual GDP
growth rates are estimated at ghout
L1 1% for non-oil sectors and about 6%
Y SErVICE Sechors;

(b emphasising and enhancing human
resource development in order 1o
expand the participation of Omani
mationals in economic and social
activities, and the establishment of a
balance between the manpower
requirements of varous sectors of the
cconomy and the output from the
vartous educanonal training
establishments,

{eh the reinforcement of regional
development and allocation of
investments to the various regions of
Oman, especially those outside the
Muscat aren. The objective is to
achieve balunced development, and 1o
reduce regional disparities by directing
about 60% of Government investment
during the 4th Five-Year-Plan period (o
regions other than the Muscut area,

To achieve the Plan's objective, 1oral
public and private expenditure will rise by
394 in the 4th Five-Year-Plan o RO4,007
million from RO2,943 million in the 3rd

4

investment will rise to ROL, 319 million,
recording an increase of 47 % over the 3rd
Five-Year-Plan.

The economy at the end of 1991 was
gencrally in a sound condition, In the first
hall of the year, it grew in excess of 5% a
year i real terms, and o substantial trade
surplus continues. Development
expenditures increased by nearly 15% over
the first hall of the year. Last year,
employment income and liguidity continued
to expand. With recovery from the oil price
recession of the 19805, the private sector
remains 0 a confident and expansive mood.
To ensure that the labour requirement for
expansion is increasingly mer by
employment of Omanis, the Higher
Committee for Vocitional Training and
Labour plans to stimulate private sector
training and employment of Omanis by
paying 50 10 BO0% of the costs of training for
I8 months 1o 3 vears 1 has also been
decided w improve the guality of technical
traning offered by the Yocational Traming
Institutes. The Higher Commuttee will deline
the principles needed 1o link education and
training to the manpower reguirements of the
cconomy, specily the policies needed for
Cimanisation in both the private and public
sectors, and approve the manpower plans
prepared by the relevant Government
agencies

To encourage privite imvestment,
incentives are being made avatlable w
entrepreneurs whise projects meet certain
minim standards, ineluding production
for export, import substitution, use of local
materials; employment of Oman [abour,
contribute to domestic value-gdded
production of inputs for other domestic
firms, and 1o the needs of 4 broad spectrum
of the population. In addimon, the
Government offers entrepreneurs technical
help in project preparation, market



assessment, and product marketing, as well
as concessional loans, tax exemptions, 85%
payment puarantees for exporters, and
concessional withity rates.

Assistance is also bemg made available o
those in the professions. To encourage
professional practice, the Oman
Development Bank 1s offering concessional
financing for Omani engineers, lawyers,
doctors and other professionals, should they
otherwise lack the resources needed (o start a
practice. In addition, the Ministry of Social
Affairs and Labour has  fund to assist
graduates of the Vocational Training
Institutes and the Oman Technical and
Industrial College in acquining their own
equpment and workshops for
sell-employment,

The Government is 10 raise RO429
miillion through the 1ssue of development
bonds over the next five years to finance part
of the ROBTY million resources gap in the
4th Five-Year-Plan. The first issue of RO10
million in July last year wis
over-subseribed, as was the second 1ssue of
RO million in the following October. A
welcome feature of the second issue is the
participation of non-Omani resident
individuals

THE BUDGET, 1992

The Government budget for 1992
antcipates moderate increases of 3.21% in
net revenues and 8. 2% in total expenditure
over the corresponding budget estimates of
1991, Net revenues are expected to mcrease
0 RO1.627.7 mullion in 1992 from
ROT.548.9 million in 1991 while tal
expenditure is expected to rise w ROT,932.7
million from 1,785 6 million during the
period. Consequently, the budget deficit is
estimited to increase by 32.6% w0 ROZ48
million in 1992 from ROI87 million
budgeted for 1991, While budgeted revenues
for 1991 and 1992 and budgeted expenditure

for 1991 conform broadly with the
corresponding levels envisaged in the 4th
Five-Year-Development-Plan, expenditure
budgeted for 1992 15 higher by 8% than what
was plunned. As a resulr, the deficit
estimated for the budget stands higher by
46.7% than the Plan estimate. The ratio of
deficit to net revenues works out higher at
about [5% in 1992, as against 12% in 199]
In terms of total expenditure, the deficit is
estimiated to be about 13% in 1992 and 10%
in 1991 In the Plan, the deficit was
estimated to form about 10% of revenues
and 9% of total expenditure tor 1992, On
current account a surplus position which is
e exoess OF current revenues over current
expenditure is observed in both the years.,
This 15 considered as Government's own
suvings which is utilised towards financing
development and other capital expenditure.
1992 current account surplus budgeted is
found to be lower at ROD3. 3 million
compared with either RO52 million
budgeted for 1991 or ROZ13 million
envisiged i the Plan. Ol revenues, the
mann source for Government, and estimated
to rise by 4.7% to reach RO1,275.4 million
in 19492 (net of the allocations to SGRF and
the Contingency Fund) over those budgeted
for the previous year. Gas revenue, on the
other hand, is expected to register a
substantial growth of 14.8% of RO6K.9
million while other revenues are w grow by
4. 7% 1o RO27R million. Onl still remains the
lurgest contributor to Government income
which in 1992 accounts for 78%, while gas
revenues and other current revenues are
loreseen o contribute 4 and 7%
respectively, Cument expenditore is
budgeted to rise by almost 10% (RO 37.6
million) in 1992 o reach RO.529 million,
Spending on defence and national securnity
15 hudgeted to nse by 16.2% (ROY2.5
milhion} 1o reach ROB64. 5 million. Civil
current expenditure is budpgeted at ROGE2.0
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million which 15 4. 2% (RO27 .6 million)
higher than in the previous year,

Support 1 e private sector i the form of
lending and equily participation is placed at
RO20.9 million in 19492, Direct support 1o
the mdustral sector is set at RO LS5 mullion,
RO million (o Oman Housing Bank, RO3
million to the Bank for Agriculture and
Fisheries, and RO2.5 million to the
Development Bank. Loans and equity
participation to domestic, regional and
infernational mstiunons 18 hudpeted a
ROL.5 million. Capital redemption is
eatimated at RO26.7 million. Maost of the
delicit envisaped in 1992 15 expected 1o he
{inanced by withdrawal from SGRF and
ssuance of development bonds. 1t is
eapected to recelve net grants of ROT6
million, Government Development Bonds
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which were introduced in 1991, are expected
o feteh RO 32 million during 1992,
Government s expected to repay ROGS
mitllion of approved shoet-teem loans, The
rermnning deficit of ROTOS million will be
financed through drawdown from reserves
Indications are that year-on-year inflation
in 1991 was at a rate of 4.3%. Although a
weak dollar contributed towards inflation,
the primary cause in the past (wo vears has
been the sharp rise in rents. The index of renl
and utility costs in September 1991 wis
54.4% higher than it was on average in
1988, and most of this mcrease ocourred in
1990, The upward pressure on rents
subsided in 1991, Despite its sensitivaty i
exchange rate fluctuations and increasing
Loreign supply prices, the index Tor food,
beverages, and (obacco rose by only 1.0%



between September 1990 and September
1991, Other categories of consumer expense
show little or no inflation

BANKING IN THE
SULTANATE OF OMAN

INSTITUTIONAL BACKGROUND

Ohman's financial system 1s composed of
the Central Bank of Oman (CBO), 21
commercial banks, 3 specialised banks, Y
firms engaged in money exchange and draft
husiness, 40 establishments practising
money exchange only, and 2 companies
engiged in hire purchase finance and leasing
netivities. There are also mvestment banking
companies and a number of pension Tunds
and msurance firms. Among the commercial
banks 10 are locally incorporated while the
remaining 11 are branches of foreign banks,
The domestic network of commereial bank
branches reached 245 at the end of 1991,
The three specialised banks take care of the
citizens needs in housing, industrial
development and agrcalture and hshing by
providing medivm and long-term Hnance af
subsidised rates,

CENTRAL BANK OPERATIONS

The Central Bank of Oman fulfils the
whole range of functions traditionally
undertaken by Central Banks, 1t i3 the issuer
of cutrency, banker to the Government,
lender of last resort to the banking system
and the supervisory agency of the entire
linancial system in the-country, The total
assets of the Central Bank grew over the
years o over a bitlion Omani rials by the end
of 1991, Foreign assets constitute over 9i)
per cent of total assets. The net worth of the
Central Bunk reached RO379 mllion at the
end of 1991, The capital of the bank stood at
ROTTS million, general reserves at RO23.6
million and other reserves at ROTHO 4

million,

The Central Bank together with the
government have been following o policy of
broadening as well as deepening existing
money and capitid markets in addation to
promoting new mstruments and institutions
in the financial sector. A recent mstitational
development of important significance was
the establishment of the Museat Securities
Market in 1989, The Market witnessed
sibstantial expansion and diversification
since its meeption. The most impaortant
lnancial development during 191 was the
issuanee of medium and long term public
debt instrurnent, The Central Hank issued
Development Bonds on hehalf of the
Government o provide an investment outlet
for the surplus resources in the cconomy and
to finance development projects of the
Government. Denominations and matunty
penods were varied for each issue to suit
preferences of different saving sectors

COMMERCIAL BANKING

The commercial banks are the focal pout
of the financial system having two wiy
transactions with almost all the other entities
in the system, Their function as an
intermediary for private sector transactions
is highlighted by the fact that their labilities
[ the private sector are closely matchid by
their loans and advances (o the same seetor
Buank credit 1o the private sector reached
ROG4AE B million in 1991 while private
sector deposits totalled RO945 4 million.
Credit to the Government including in the
form of treasury hills and develapment
bonds reached RO124.8 million while their
deposits with banks amounted to RO14T 8
milhien. Commercial banks lending 15
mainly channelled towards trade and
construction sectors although of late the
trend 15 towards a shift i demand Tor cred
to personal loans, manufsctunng, services
and Government,



AND INDUSTRY

Undeterred by the conflict at the northern
end of the Gulf in carly [ | the Sultanarte
of Oman went ahead with 1991 as the Year
ol Industry us procliimed by His Majesty
Sultan Quboos in his National Day address
in Movember 19N Dy the event, the conflict
turned out 1o be of short duration, and the
Yeor of Industry proved 1o be so successtul
that it was decuded that w should be extended
thrgh 1992,

Before 1970, there was no industey in the
Sultanate, us the country was virtually
undeveloped. In the immediately succeeding
vears, industrial development was ol
necessiy slow due o the immense
development and educational problems
imvolved. The Government's policy is the
creation of 4 natwonal economy based on
private enterprise, and devord of
monepolistic practices, Consistent with this
policy is the objective of ensunng rapid
growth of viable industries utilising
mdigenous raw malerials as much as
pesssible. Tothis end, the private sector has a
leading role to play on the basis of
competitnon ma free economy .

The Sultanate's carly industrial
development wis mainly geared Lo
constroction support, but by 1986 most of
the mujor projects required lor the national
infrastructure had been completed and
priority was switched to consumer goods and
ather import-substituting industries. Oman
has a small population and therefore the
internil market is linated, thus the emphasis
ab hight and medisen imdustries is being
mereasingly direeted o exports. Most of the
tactones on the Rusayl Indusinal Estie are
now exporting, and whereas five vears ago
only 129 of totul output was exported, by
19940 this production had risen o 4 hefty
485

Hy

Inclustry was a [ifteen vear (199 1-2005)
master plan for industrial development, for
which the executive agency is the United
Nattons Indusiral Development
Orgamisation (UNIDO). Although stll only
representing a smill share in GNP —4.5%

Omans industeial sector has already
growwn from o iy base by well over 200
since 1978, Some new projects have been
wentified by the UNIDO report which need
further study before bemg unplemented.
Estimates have also been made o the special
funds needed for the promotion of
seall-scale rural industries, including the
development of common regronal industrial
services and entreprencurship traming
centres

With regard to Toreign investment, the
report suggests policies o atiract such
investment i the form of joint ventures,
Oither policy 1ssues covered are
Crmanisation, wath special reference to
funding on-the-job traimng and payment of
wage subsidies, the creation of new
institutions and training centres to spur
ndustrial prowth, and o special industrial
development fund which will assist in export
promotion and other development eflorts,
and the Omanisation process

The emphasis of the current Fourth Five
Yeur Plan ( 1991-96) is on the manufacturing
sector, and His Mauesty Sultan Qaboos has
directed that industrial development i the
Sultanate must give proedy to industrics
which rely on agricaltural and fisheries
products, as well as those industries, both
light and medivm, which depend on local
raw matenals. They must meet the basic
needs of the country and provide
employment for the Omam people, He
further directed the Government to provide
all that is necessary to promote the
vocational trainimg programmes for the
national workloree. In addition. full suppor



15 1 be given to young peaphe who are
carmmitted o the principle of
self-employment as well as to those who
provide jobs for Omanis,

The Government gives every
encouragement o the development of the
private industrial sector by providing the
following incentives;

I Free surveys of industrinl investment
opportunies and preparition o
teasibaliny studies

2 Provision ol interest-free government
loans to andustry under a Roval Decree,
i akdition (o loans provided by the
Orman Development Bank (ODH)

Vo Exemption drom customs duties on
umports of equipment and raw materials
required for production purposes

4 Tanft protection throwgh the impositon
ol customs dutkes on imported poods
which compete with local products, or
prohibiten or resttichion of thei

rearof Industry celebalions i the Museal Stadium

importation, taking into consideranon
the qualiy and quantity of loeal
produoction and the interests of the
CONSUEET
5 Exemption from income tax (or Gve
years, a concession which may be
renewed For another perod of five vears
v Provision of planned and serviced
industrial plots For the establishment of
factories
The First fully-serviced imdustrial estate in
Eymian of T hectares and comprisime 125
plots, was completed at Rusavl, 45km {rom
Muscat, in 1982 At the end of lnst vear, the
estute had SO units in commercial
production, Currently eight new units are
under construction and ten more are undes
proposal . Approval has been piven for the
estate 1o be expanded by 600, D00 sy metres
Aowide variety of manufactred poods is
now produced on the estate, ranging from
Fownd and Freverages o furmiture, textiles,
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prisduces, non-metallic mineral
manulacturers and electrical goods, Two
pew industrial estates are neing constructed
ab Sohar in the norh ol Cman, and near
Ravsul in Dhofar in southern Oman, the st
stages of which were commenced in
November 1991 A location study for
incustrial estates at Nizwa, Sur, Buraimi,
andd Khasab was started in October 1991, On
completion of identification of appropriate
locations and the formalities relating 1o Jand
repistration, master plans will be prepared
for these industrial estates. Alter the
preeparation of the master plans, detailed
design followed by implementation will take
place.

The Oman Texule Mills, the first of s
kind in the AGCC countries, wenl into
production three years ago. 1t has an
imvestment of RO million and 15 the most
modern ab its kind, 1t has its own traiming
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Biscuit packing for export
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the texnile industry should stimulate the
establishment of other related industnes.
The growth in the garment industry has been
phenomenal; there are aboul 16 enterprises
exporting various types of garments (0 many
parts of the world. Another 56 projects have
recently been licensed. One of the earliest
industrial projects was the Flour Mills at
Muttrah, which have been in operation since
the 1970, Their capacity has been increascd
over the succeeding vears, and they also
privluce ammal feed.

There are two cement plants i the
Sultanate, one at Rusayl in the north, and the
other at Baysul i the South, Cutpud al the
Rusayl plant has been very satislactory in
recent years; 1990 total sales amounted (o
a6 000 tonnes, and mn the first six months
ol 1] they were more than 512,000
tonnes. The Ministry has recently engaged a
consultant o study the demand and supply
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position of cement in the Sultanate and other

neighbouring areas to investigate the seopi

lor establishing additional cement
production in northern Oman, Preliminary
indications are that increased production
mity be justified. At the Raysut plant,
production in 1990 was 193 000 tonnes., and
tor the first nine months of 1991 1t was about

149,000 tonnes. The Company has also

succeeded in nereasing its exports during

the past three vears

One of the Government's objectives is o
encourage the people of the Interior to
remain in their homelands. One way of
doing this 1 by encouraging the
development of rural industries in the

Interior by means of private investment. The

Ministry of Commerce and Industry has

taken the following steps to encourage

investors o set up industrial projects in the

Interior reginns:

P Differential treatment in sanctioning soft
loans so that an investor who sets up his
Lactory outside the Muscat area receivies
a solt loan equivalent to 125% of his
equity capital; one who sets up his
lactory in the Muscat area receives only
an equivalent of 100% of his equity
capital

2 Areduction in the interest rate on QDB
loans 10 4% per annum compared to 9%
for projects in the Muscat ares

3 The setting up of offices outside Muscat
to deal with small industrial projects in
the regions.

4 A hgher rate of grant to Omani owners
and managers who set up projects
outside the Moscat area

3 The construction of modern industrial
ealales outside the Muscat area

fr By enhincing the authonty of the
Directors of the Ministry’s offices in the
regions to license o wider range of
industrial projects with capital
investment of up to ROTO0,000.

[0 meet the increasing demands of the
Omuni mprket for commercial and industrial
spectalisations, Fhis Majesty Sultan Qaboos
Pt 1ssoed a directive for the establishment
af o new college for Commerce and
Eeonomy to be opened in 1993

The ODB plays an important role in
implementing Government measures aimed
HECnCOunEng greater prvile participation
i e country s development, The interest
rikes paid by the projects financed by the
Bank are subsidised by the Government. The
ofticial rate of interest charged by the Bank
15 995 hovwever, projects implemented in the
Muscat ared and the Rusayl Industrial Estate
pay only 6% per annom interest, and a
specild rate of 4% 15 applied to projects
established i other areas. The ODB's
lending commitmenty for any one frijec
st e exceed 10% of s total resources.

Two new incentivies for the private sector
wiere announded by the Mimstry of

Tradifional silverware is still ahly-prized
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The first is a non-repuyable grantof 30% of
the cost of an industial project whose
imvestment cost s less than RO KOO0
provided it s owned and managed by
Ohnanis. This grant can go up o between 50
and G0 if the project is located outside the
Muscaut area. The second incentive relites o
the participation by the Ministry i the cost
ol prepuring mdustrial teasibility studies by
private sector entrepreneurs. The ODB has
introduced a vocational graduate scheme,
whereby Vocationad Traning Centres which
wish to open & small workshop will be able
1o have their project financed on a leasing
baisis at a special rate of 3% per annum. In
the 1991 budget, direct support to the
industrial sector was about RO6 million,
whilst indirectly . through the QDB it was
RO million

.-"'i Nnew { Il'lHlII'II..'TI."I;J.l J. AW e nto IE!T!.TL‘
i 1991, replacing the old Law, which dated
back 1o 1974, 1 1s a wide-ranging
enactment, which will directly affect every
person and company engaged in trade or
busmess in the Sultanate. The code’'s terms
widely define the individuals and
commercial activities o whom it will apply.
These include foretpn businesses trading in
Chman, Foreign investment in industry is
welcome, and 15 regulated by the Foreign
Busmess and Investment Law. The
mupom Umant imvesimend ina joimnt
venture company should not be less than
359 In proctice, however, s preferred
that foreign equity does not exceed 49%
Inclustrd companies with foreign
mvestment are exempt from income ta for
five vears. I the project directly contributes
Lo ecomonne development, the exemption
can be remewed for a Turther five years. The
Ministryas sctively seeking wuys of
mpraving managenent and operations
withim industry . o 1984 the Industrial

i

Ministry s Directorale-General of Industry.

TOURISM

The Sultunate of Oman has much (o offer
the tourist in the way of scenery, climate,
historic mterest and water sports. The mild,
bt sunny, winter climate 15 attractive (o
Europeans and others escaping the rigours ol
the northern winter, whilst the cooler
monsoon climate of the south offers relief
[rom the searing heat of the Gulf in summer
10 citizens of this region.

Tourism 15 still in its early stages o
O, since the country wils nol geared or
equipped 1o receive tourises until recently.
Having adopted o policy of encouragmg
quality tourism, the Government proceeded
cautiously w ensure that 1115 pursued in a
well-planned manner, so as o blend with the
culture and heritage of the country, whilse at
the same time keeping up with Oman’s rapid
development. In 1970 there wis only one
simall hotel inthe Sultanate, in Muttrah, By
the end ot 1990 the number had risen 10
thirty, many of them of S-star standard,, as
well as motels and rest houses at strategic
points in the country. By the year 2005 it is
expected that the number of tourists will
have risen 1o 60 00 annually, of whom
51,000 will be foreign wounsts, whilst the
remuinder will be local. The Gulf conflict
naturally bad a major adverse effect on
tourism to the Sultonate, In FPHY ao sy
groups wen: registered in the
Dhirectorate-Creneral of Toursm, compared
willy 8,000 tourtsts in group towrs i FI8Y.
However, it is now confident]y expected thir
tourism will recover rapidly.

The Ministry coordinates with various
government bodies for the facilitation of
entry of tourists, promoting mternal and
external tourism with travel agencies, of
which there are now seven i the country,
tourist offices and hotels, informing them of
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e apyproved prod goures Lor fourst rop
ety and pr RIS PEC TR TS e
intermalionad toursts  mneraries, Al [resenl
the concentration of EarEn i im thred
reeioms — Muscat, Nigwa, anc Salalah
I'hese 1 TI0HIA Nave eXc Hent touris
attractions with therr satural beauty
magnificent cultural heritage and unigue
phivces of pnterest, Prior permuission o
recpuired Lo vistl some arefully preservid
natial or histonc sites, such s the Ras Al
Hadd area. where turtles breed, the Jidat Al
Harasis area where there s an Arabnan oryy
breeding centre, and some villages in the
Interion

In bPebruary 1992, the Mimstry ol
LTI .;Illl |||||I!'-I|'- AN -L'-:: 1l
Pive-vedr toursm development plan onder
which it will spend ROR million (o estublish
Ourst recepion centres, penic aneas and
ciumping grounds. Linde the Fourth Five
Yoeur Plun (1991965 there are (o b

inlrastructural projects o omprove and



expand tourism in the country. The most
prestigions of these is to be o yachting
marnna at Sidab, adjacent to Muscat, which
will have berths for 250 pleasure craft of
different types, and facilities for boat repair
and other allied services. The Plan proposes
to develop first the Buropean markets, to be
followed by the USA and, Ginally, Japan,
The marketing is o be done by television,
films, pamphlets, ete. The tounst industry is
playing its part in the Omanisation process.
By 1990, nearly 20%: of employees in hotels
were Omanis, and the number is being
constantly increased. The Sullanate wok pant
in a major international tourism exhibition in
London in November 1991, and there will be
an Omani pavilion at Expo "92 being held
Seville, in Spain, this year.

OMAN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
AND INDUSTRY ((OXCCI)

The Crman Chamber of Commerce and
Industry was set up in 1973 0 encourage
industrial and commercial development in
the Sultanate. All business organisations in
Chmian are expected to be members. The
headguarters of the OCCTare i Ruwi, near
Muscat, with branches in [hra, Ibri, Nizwa,
Sur, Salalah and Sohar,

The Chamber acts as a bridge between the
Omani and foreign businessmen and
investors, and promotes, organises and
protects the economic interests of the
country, Among the services it provides are
information about potential fields of
operation, the categories of members, and
clanfication of practices and procedures
governing trade and industry in the
Sultanate. The Chamber also provides
Foreign businessmen and investors with
statistical data, and other details about local
markets and/or potential areas for
investment, Members are kept in touch with
foreign markets through the Chamber’s
PRI,

The Chamber legalises documents,

invoices, agency and labour contracts and
issues certificates required in trade and
industry. It acts as arbitrator in the event of
commercial disputes between local members
and foreign businessmen or investors, and
participates in the discussion of trade-related
problems with concerned government
arganisations. It also sponsors and facilitates
the issuing of visas to foreigners wishing to
establish business relations with Oman, but
who do not lave contacts in the Sultanate,
The number of enrolments has continued
to increase over the vears, and the OCCI has
expanded its activities, especially in the
ficlds of truming, diversification of the
economy and Omanisation, Technical
management courses were starled in 1989
and have proved successful.
Computenisation of the Chamber's
operations and the establishment of an
mformation centre, have been completed.

The Sultanate’s Stock Exchiange opened
in May 1989 and got off to a good start. An
impaortant development was the opening of a
chamber to regulate dealings in a new
secondary market, called the parallel
market, Tor negotiations in the shares of
recently-established companies and those
not having any specific characteristics which
enable them to enjoy sufficient liquidity, and
the protection and security for operation in
the Chamber of the principal market.

The market conducts its business o the
momings and has evening sessions on
Mondays and Tuesdays. There 1s no trading
in futures or on margin; shares must be
delivered in full immediately atter
transactions, and settlements must be made
in cash. Post-dated cheques are nol
acceplable. At present the average daily
circulated shares are around 216,280 with an
average circulation value of RO241, 125, In
the ordinary market, the Banking sector tops
the list with about 90% of the total volume of
circulation,



Onl was Tirst discovered in commercial
quantities m the Sultanate of Chman i 1964,
and went into production in 1967, At first,
production was limted to three oilfields
grouped inan area i the Interior of northern
Oman. In 1970, this production was about
FO0L000 b and reserves stood @ 1.2 billion
barrels. By the middle 1970s, production
actually fell until further discoveries were
muacde and new onlficlds came on stream. By
199, the number of oilfields had rsen w 76
with a production of TOO0 bid. Thirty
more oilfields are not ver being exploited,
awalting tavourable econonic conditions
which will make it feasible. Atthe beginning
ol this year, production had reached 720,000
bedl, and it s anticipated will reach 750,000
bid by the end of the year; proven reserves
were 4.55 billion barrels. Currently, more
ol 15 bemge discovered than is being exporied
50 that proven reserves are sill fsing.

Originally, a pipeline was constructed
fromm the bargest onlfield at Fabud, theough a
natural pass, the Sumail gap, and thence
through the Hajar range of mountains (o the
oil terminal on the coast of the Gull of Oman
at Ming Al Fahal, o few miles north west of
Muscat. Ol from the twao smaller oilfields
was fed in to the main pipeline at Fahud. In
succeeding years, other oilfields were
discovered in central Ciman and. later, in the
south. It was decided not 1o pipe the oil from
the southern oilfields w an outlet on the
southern coast of the Sulumare, as 10 would
huve necessitated the construction of an
artificial port, providing protection from the
gale-force monsoon winds which sweep the
south coast in the summer months, as there
are no natural havens along the entire length
of the southern coast of the Arabian
Peninsula east of Aden. Pipelines have
therefore had to be constructed over great
distances of desert linking the oillields of the
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the coast. Thus the entire ail output of Omun
i5 exported through this teeminal at Mina Al
Fahal, Lying as it does outside the Strant of
Hormuz, Mina Al Fahal's exports were
unaffected by the Irag/lran conflict and the
more recent contlict at the porthern end of
the Gulf.

Atter the Irag Petroleum Company (1PC7),
a consoriium of oil compames, withdrew
from Chnan after several vears of
unsueeessiul exploration, the contession
was granted to Petroleam Development
(Oman) Led (PDOY, inwhich Shell was the
major shareholder, the minonty shareholders
being Compagnie Francaise des Pétroles and
Partex. In 1974, inan agreement with PEXC
Lid, the Government assumed ownership of
% of the shares of the Company,

Cwver the years, production ol oil has
fluctuated according to the discoveries of
new calfields in the early vears. and bitterly
according to the world price ol mil, In 1986,
steeply falling ol prices made it initially
desirable w increase production t maintain
ol revenues. but prices fell to such an extent
thit revenues declined sharply before
recovering, when the world price of oil
improved, Oman 15 not a member of OPEC
or DAPEC, bt has alwavs kept in step with
oil prices maintained by OPEC, and
although not bownd by prosduction quotas set
by that organisation, it has voluntarily
cooperated i stabalising production, The
Sultanate is active inoil affairs al o regional
level, being a member of the Arab Gul
Cooperation Council (AGCC), several
members of which are members of OPEC,
sov that cooperation with OPEC is achieved at
this level, On the ather hand, the Sultanate
plays a leading role in the non-OPEC group,
now known as the Independent (il
Producing and Exporting Countries (IPEC),
which 15 cooperating with OPEC to achieve
stability in il markets and prices. In recent



The petraledm instattation at Fahud

years, Oman has twice adjusted its oil
production voluntarily to assist OPEC's
stabilisation efforts, Oman is certain of a
production rate of around 720,000 bid for
the next twenty years; with good prospects
of more finds in the Interior. The Sultanate’s
internal consumption of oil is about 27 (00
hid.

Currently, there are ten groups of foreign
companies operating in 11 concession areas,
but PO is by far the largest producer,
aceounting for 670,000 bid omt of 720,000
bid of current o1l production. PDO's
production is expected to reach 700,000 bid
this year. Occidental of USA and EIf
Aquitaine of France are small producers, and
Japex of Japan joined operations in 1991,
and 1s currently producing 8,300 b/d, which
is expected to rise to 12,000 bid. The
greatest recent success of PO has been at
the Lekhwair field in the north of Oman, one
of the oldest fields in the country, and s

being expanded. It is expected that the
present production rate of 25 000 bad at the
Lekhwanr field will be rased to
[T0,000-150,000 bid by 1994, representing
about 15% of Oman’s total output

The search for oil offshore in the Gulf of
Crman was commenced many years ago, bul
was unsuccesstul. Since then the
International Petroleum Company, also
known as the Lundin Group, has discovered
oil 1n a concession off the west coast of the
Musandam Peninsula. In 1988, PDO started
exploration in three concession areas off the
coast of Dhotar in the south. It has also been
CATYINg out seismic tests in the difficult and
rugged mountain terrain in Dhofar, At
present, these tests are also taking place
along the Salalah plain and in the urban
areas,

A refinery was constructed at the oil
terminal at Mina Al Fahal near Muscat, and
came mito operation i 1982 to meet the



{Above) Two technicians discuss a problem.
{Left) Drifling g — Al Khuwair oilfield.



demands of the domestic market. Its original
production capacity of 50,000 bid was
increased in 1987 to 80,000 b/d to satisfy the
expanding domestic requirement.

Much emphasis is now laid on the
Omanisation policy in the oil and gas
industry to replace foreigners. PDO has
established a large training centre which has
contributed considerably to the training of
Omanis to replace non-Omanis. The number
of Omani trainees is expected to reach 1,070
in 1995, compared with the present level of
Just less than 1,000 trainees. PDO also sends
Omani university graduates to obtain
post-graduate degrees abroad. The number
of Omani graduates working for PDO is
expected to reach 204 by 1995, The Ministry
of Petroleum and Minerals plans to achieve a
level of Omanisation of 93% by the year
2000,

GAS

Natural gas was discovered accidentally
during the search for oil, and it was soon
established that the Sultanate has sizeable
reserves which are sufficient to supply the
needs of developing industry. Démand has
been rising rapidly, and output has increased
correspondingly. In 1984, the Government
initiated a government-financed exploration
programme for a period of ten years. PDO is
conducting this programme on behalf of the
Government, and so far it has proved to be a
success. As a result, total gas reserves which
stood at 9.8 trillion cubic feet at the
beginning of 1990, had risen steeply to 17
trillion cubic feet by the beginning of this
year. It is estimated that currently the
Sultanate is using 400 cubic feet daily for
industry, electricity generation and utilities.
In six years time, gas production is expected
to equal that of oil.

During 1989, a major gas find was made
at Saih Nihayda in the Andam formation,
which was the largest for 22 vears. Estimates

place recoverable reserves at 10 billion cubic
metres. It also contains a relatively high
condensate element, Large quantities of
natural gas have since been found at Saih
Rawl in the Wusta region in an area of 87 sq
km.

In February of this year, the Government
signed a memorandum of understanding
with PDO for a giant $9 billion project
aimed at producing five million tonnes of
liquified natural gas (LNG) a year by the end
of this decade. Depending on new
discoveries, prodution could reach 7.5
million tonnes of LNG a year. With the local
demand for natural gas already being met,
the entire production from the new project
will be exported, mostly to Japan.

The gas industry is wholly owned and
operated by the State. The industry was
started in 1978 with the construction of a gas
pipeline linking Yibal with the Al Ghubrah
power station and desalination plant on the
coast near Muscat. Gas is also supplied to
the power station in the Rusayl Industrial
Estate and to Wadi Jizzi, which serves the
copper-smelting complex and the Sohar
area, as well as the Sultan Qaboos
University. PDO is the largest consumer of
associated gas, which it requires for its
power plants and equipment, and for
reinjection into oil reservoirs to maintain
pressure and sustain oil production. In 1988,
the direct use of natural gas was introduced
in Oman for the first time, other than to
power stations. A gas supply has been
inaugurated at the Rusayl Industrial Estate
for use of the vegetable oil refinery, the
textile mill and other enterprises.

The Ministry of Petroleum and Minerals
cooperates with PDO in the management of
the pas industry. This includes the
production and distribution of gas, and the
operation and maintenance of the system.
Since gas is an important source for the
peneration of electricity in the Muscat and



The Minstry of Petroleum and Minerals presiges over same of the most moderrn (nstaliations in
the world, The Natural Gas plant ar Yibal

other areas as well as in the development of
industry, the Government has continuous
plans, which are carmied out in stages, for its
development, The Government gas
treatment plant at Yibal is undergoing a
mijor expansion, almost doubling its present
capacity of 8.5 million cubic metres a day.
The 22-month progect o rase outpot (o 16,5
cubic metres is designed o meet gas
requirements For power generation and water

desalination and for the industnial sector over

the next ten years. In November 1990, the
Minister of Petroleum and Minerals signed
an agreement for a US $31 million gas
injection project i the central part of the
Barba oilfield, After completion of the
project, and other modernisation and
development programmes, the oilfield is
expected o produce 200 000 bid, thus
contributing to the overall oil production and
the preservation of oil reserves in the
Sultanate.
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Durng the current Five Year
Development Plan ( 1991-96), efforts will be
e to:-

(a)  Continue to develop the Yibal-Natih
Lils TERErvoIr,

(hy Expand the gas treatment plant at
Yibal;

() Install additional compression
equipment at a cost of US 580 million;

() Increase the capacity of the Batinah
Coast pipeline by either looping or
mnstalling additional compression
equipment, or both,

() Supply pas to the new power pliants at
Manah and Birka,

(F)  Supply gas to the Shargiyvah region,

MINERALS
Explonation of the mineral resources of

the Sultanate of Oman has an important role
in the cconomic diversification pulicy of the



Lrovernment. I has long been known that the

mountams of northern Chiman are nich in
muneral deposits. Much has already been
learnt from large-scale geaphysical mapping
surveys, which are continuing, as well as
from detailed exploration n the form of
pealogic mapping, geochemical surveys and
drillings. The aceessibility of mineral
deposits in a notoriously rugged region
presents problems, but some measure o
suecess has already been achievidd

Three thousand years ago, copper ore was
being mined in northern Oman, or Magan as
It was then known, and exported (o the
Surnerian empire at the northern end of the
Gulf the remains of the ancient copper
waorkings can still be seen. Now, the same
dieposits are being explonted m the Wadi
hzzi near Sohar. The ore is processed into
electralytically refined copper cathodes for
export in an onsite smelter, opened in 953
when the first refined copper was exported

Theancient copper minas at L asai are fow

the scene of n-tech mo B uCHon

Phe annual production of copper cathodes
Auctuates, and in 1940, 101l production was
about 12000 tonnes. Pre-feasibility studies
indicate that this production level can he
mantained for a further five vears. Gald and
silver are beng produced in small quantitics
s By-products of these operations
Chriginally the Government held 75% of the
shares of the copper complex. but later
acquired all the remaining shares, so that the
whole copper industry 15 now state-owned
he operating company is the Oman Mining
£y mpany (OMCOO)

Further exploration for minerals has
revealed 8.4 million tennes of mineable
copper ore o Rakah and Hayl Al Safil, about



{Above} Early Islamic copper-smelting sife i Waal Jizzi {Below Coppear stmelling (n Waai Jizz!
today.




215 km distant from the refinery near Sohar.
Mining operations for the extraction of ore at
these two locations are expected to begin in
1993, The ore from both mines will be
transported to the crusher concentrate site
near Hayl Al Safil. The concentrate will then
be taken to the Sohar refinery, where it will
be refined into copper cathodes. On an
average, a total of 60,000 tonnes of
concentrate will be transported yearly to the
refinery. Ata production rate of about one
million tomnes of copper ore a year, supply
for another 8.5 vears is ensured [or the
refinery. This will extend the life of the
refinery to 1 3.5 years. The total of refined
copper and gold from both mines over a
period of 8 years will be about 110,000
tonnes and 2 40 kg respectively. They will
both be opencast mines.

Exploration for copper deposits along the
Batinah coast started at the end of 1990,
Ophiolite rocks, associated with copper,
underlie the soil and wadi gravels in this
region. Because of this overlay, the
potentialities of the area were overlooked in
the early stages of mineral exploration. In
MNovember 1990, exploration was started for
lead and zinc deposits in Sath Hattat and on
the Jebel Akhdar plateau.

Chromite was discovered by accident in
1971 when exploration for other minerals
was being carnied out. Production has varied
considerably over the years. Exploration has
revealed that there are estimated reserves of
two million tonnes of chromite in the
Sultanate at a number of sites, the biggest of
them at Ghashabi-2, containing about
120,000 tonnes. Eight other prospects for
chromite are being explored in northern
Oman. At the end of 1991, the Oman
Chromite Company was established with a
capital of RO 3 million divided into 3
milllion shires, each share valued at one
Rial. Only Omanis are eligible to subscribe,
with a maximum of 500 shares. The

corporate office of the Company will be
situated in Muscat, whilst the operations
base will be in the wilayat of Liwa, where
Cihashabi-2 s located. The initial output will
be 15,000 tonnes anmually, but this could be
revised up or down according to the
Company s discretion. Japan is showing a
keen interest in Omani chromite,

Extensive deposits of coal exist in the
region of Sur in south-eastern Oman,
Prelimimary exploration work and evaluation
drilling in the area have confirmed an
estimated 36 million tonnes of coal, The
exploration programme, which started in late
19943, was designed to last 36 months. This
is due to be completed this year, and
feasiality studies should be starting shortly.
An initial study by a representative of UNDP
has estimated that reserves are sufficient (o
sel up a H0-megawatt power plant using
arcund 100,000 tonnes of coal mined
annually. This would be enough to meet the
entire requirement of electneity for the
whole Shargiyah region.

Other non-metallic minerals such as
marble, pypsum, iron laterite, salt and silica
sand are found in Oman. These are already
being exploited by local industries for
making cement, pottery, terrazzo tiles and
for local construction. Marble chips and
powder, as well as tiles and slabs are being
exported to AGCC countries, and dolomite,
found in both northern and southern Oman,
is used in the plass and chemical industries,

It was announced in March this year that
Oman has embarked on a systematic
long-term programme to evaluate the
country's gold deposits, while iwo foreipn
companies have shown keen interest in the
project. The Ministry of Petroleum and
Minerals has started a detailed analysis of
rock samples to assess their potential for
gold, but it will take at least ten years from
grassroots exploration level until the mining
stage.



L A . L S SR R R B N

Chver the centuries, agriculture and fishing
have been the mamnstay of the economy of
the Sultanate of Oman. Even now, when the
economy s over Y% based on the
production of oil and gas, over half the
population s engaged in agricoliure amd
fishing. One of the long-term aims of the
Ciovernment s 1o achieve self-sufficiency i
the production of food, and much has
already been achieved in the Tast twi
decades. Considerable success has been
realised in the production and marketing of
Farm produce theough the modermisation of
sgricultural methods and encouragement of
farmers. However, agnienltoral expansion
has to be caretully balanced against
inereased water consumption. This fact has
been given additional emphasis by some
important problems which have ansen in
recent years, Food consumption 15 also
mereasing with a rapadly growing
population, Rising standands of living have
mieant greater demand tor guantities and
varieties of foodsiulfs,

The Sultanate of Oman lies inoan arid
region of the world, but unlike other states in
the Arabun Peminsola, other than Yemen, it
his considerable agricultural potential, due
Lo ils sizeand topography and lcal
variations of climate. The Hajar range of
mountiins, which run the length of northermn
Crman and form the spine of the country,
stract considerably greater, il sporadic,
rainfall than oceurs i neighbouring regions,
whilst in Dhofar in the south, regular
mansoon s fall over the coastal range of
T s

An early problem that arose affecting
agriculture and fishing i the 19705 was the
draft from the land and the fishing villages to
the urban areas, where high wages attracted
the younger men. However, during the
[tk the Government took urpent
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encourage them (o stay on the land. Thas
problem has alse been amehorated by the
Fact that almost all the major construction
projects inveldved 1o the infrastructure have
Been completed so that the incentives o
leave the land have been greatly reduced.
Agnculture was given a boost when the yeur
[9RE was declared the Year of Agriculture
This proved to be so successtul that it was
extended o [984Y.

he clumate of northern Crran with long,
hot and usually rainless summers, excepr
over the mountains, and boel mild winters
with smal | and sporadic rainfall is well
sudted o the cultivation of dates and limes.

The dates of Chman are renowned for their
quaity, and the vearly production is
estimated to be 134000 10nnes. Twenly
thousand hectares is given o the cultivation
ol date palms numbering about 7 million
This is expected to rse w abour 1O million
by the vear 1995 There are about 200
vaneties of dates, of wiich 200 are
commercially viable. Limes are grown in
quantity along the Batimah coast and
particularly at the northern end. Together
with dates, limes provide the major
agriculiural exports [rom the Sultanate. Also
cultrvated alomg the Batinah coastare
mungoes, tbacco, matoes, onions,
aubergines, peppers, and many other fruits
and vegetables, almost entirely for internal
consumption in Oman,

Dhotar 1o the south has a wtally different
climate to that of northern Oman, along it
coastal belt, which receives regular summer
monsoon rains between June and September
Date palms are not 1o be found as the climate
does not suit them; mstead, coconut palms
Hourish on the coastal plam around Sulalah,
where bananas, papaya and other tropical
fruies are grown extensively, The
comst-Tacing mountain slopes behind the
coastal plain are raditional cattle-breeding



areas of the Jebali tribesmen, the only ones
in the Sultanate. Uniil recently the Jebali
only reared cattle for their milk; now with
good road communications Lo northern
Oman where beel s inincreasing demand,
the Jebali are being encouraged to export
their cattle (o the north. This will not only
profit the local population but also reheve
the pressure on the grazimg Lands,

As has been noted, the principal limitation
on agriculture is the availability of water, a
precious commaodity in this land. This has
become increasingly relevant as more wells
and boreholes have been sunk in recent
years, New regulations to deal wath this
problem have been introduced, and these are
dealt with in detail in the chapter on Water
Cultivation is totally dependent on irrigation
derived from groundwater, In the
motntainous interior of northern Oman,
agriculture is larpely based on the falaj
systen, the ongims of which are lost in the
mists of antiquity, although the system was
probably mroduced inte Oman from Persi,
Many of the aflay (plural of falag) in use
today are BOO years old or more. This
mgenions system consists of tapping the
water table in the mountains and leading the
water by man-made subterranean channels,
often up 1o Wkm long, and siphons across
the wadi beds to the plains, where it 15
brought to the surface and vsed Tor domestic
purposes and migation

The water 1s very pure and lukewarm, and
the flow is steady and relable, even through
penods of deought when its volume is only
shghtly reduced, The use of imgation water
15 very carefully controlled in the villages,
where ancient sundials used for allocating
penads of irrgation to Brmers may stll be
seen.

Along the Batinah coastal plam, irrigation
watter 15 obtained from wells, nowadays
operated by diesel pumps. The water
orginates from rainfall over the Hajar

mountains and flows towards the coast
through subterranean aquifers, being forced
to within a depth of about 8 metres when it
redches the seawater at the coast, Date palms
have a comparatively high depree of
tolerance of salimity in water, but in some
places on the Batinah coast this has now
reached such a level that the palms are
endangered. This has been caused by
overdrawing groundwater from the aquifers,
The Government has acted energetically and
imposed strict controls on the sinking of
wells, and dams are being constructed to
help the recharging of the aquifers, This
subject is dealt with maore fully in the chapter
on Waler.

The total area of land in the Sultanate
suitable for agrniculture 15 about 100,00
hectares, of which about 60,000 are under
caltivation at present, According (o
estinutes, the cultivated area increased al an
average rate of 7.2% per annum during the
period 1984-89, However, expansion of the
land under cultivation 1s not the mam anm ol
the current Five Year Development Plan, it
i rinther the improvement of productivity
from land already under cultivation by a
programme of support and technical advice
through 2,5(K) extension farms in the
country. During recent vears, thie drive o
improve agncultural methods has been
itensttied i order to inerease the gquantity
and quality of produce Trom Land already
under cultivation, and to use irigation water
lor the best advantage by employing the most
miodern means o cut wastage to the
minmunt,

The Mimstry of Agnculture and Fisheries
has an agncultural Research Centre at
Rumais near Seebh on the Batinah Coast,
where during the winter of 1990 nearly 400
new vareties of vegetables and fruit were
grovwn. There are also two ather Centres al
MNizwa in the Interior and Salalub in the
south, In order to provide better coverage






{Abave) Cattle grazing near Salaiah, fLeft) The aate plantation in Sumay,

and strengthen and vpgrade research
facilities, the Ministry is setting up new
agricultural research stations. In this
connection, it should be mentioned thar there
is now i Faculty of Agriculture at the Sultan
Chthoos University.

There are now arcund TOGL000 farms in
the country, most of them small holdings. In
the Fourth Five Year Development Plan, the
Government is providing farmers with
subsidies, ranging from 50-100% for the
purchase of tractors and other modern
Farming equipment. In 1991 there were 14
projects aimed at maximising vields by
means of modem technology involving
100 smiad] farmers, A large number of
farmers have received a 50% subsidy for the
purchase of seed. fertihser and pesticides. A
special insect has been introduced 10 combat
blackfly, which has adversely alfected the
citrus trees over many years. Two dale
packaging plants in Nizwa and Rostag have

been operating for several years.

In recent years, the Ministry has
embarked upon the implementation of & plan
(o ensure sell-sufficiency in red and white
meat, dairy products, chickens and eggs. It
has approved numerous private commercial
projects in these fields and has taken direct
responsibility for implementing a number of
poultry projects and local schemes for the
breeding of goats and sheep. These projects
involve small farmers within the context of
an incentive programme, according to which
thee Ministry provides them wath the
necessary resources free of charge,
Development of poultry production is being
promoted by the encouragement of both
large-scale and small-scale units throughout
the country, realistically a* aing ar total
self-sufficiency in pou'ts, products in the
medium term. The ¢ an is o retain a balanee
between farpe and small farmers, with the
latter producing some 25% ol broilers and
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Fhe anciant falaf system (s still in tact for agriculfueal irrigation

A% of the eges required by the nation. In
1991, 86 million eges and 8,500 tonnes o
bronlers were supplied locally o the market
By the year 20000 it 15 estimated that the
demand for eges will be approximately 280
ollion annwally, and this will all be
supphied locilly . In the case of brotlers the
demand then is likely to be about 32 000
tomnes and thas also should be obtamed from
local resources. The Mimstry will assist
farmers with the capital investment reguired
for buildings and water supplies, and will
ilso share the production costs during the
lirst wear ol operation. The government
assistunce will also include the provision of
three batches of day-old chicks and brotler
feed to brailer producers, and lay pullets and
feed o ege producers,

AL present, demand Tor beel 1s 6,057
tonnes annually, and the local supply 15
2,757 tonnes. Local beel production is
almost exclusively Trom the Jebali catile in
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the south, where the problems of stocking
and low take-of! rates are well documented

The solution s seen as one whereby
sustainable systems of management are
achieved by reducing the cattle population 1o
an cconomic level topether with an
organised marketing system based on
readistic prices, that incorporates an
ncreased use of young animals riised and
tattened outside the lebel. The sociological
unphcations of introducing controlled range
management, the establishment of improved
extension support and the methods of
mirketing have still to be assessed. The
recent planning study for the development of
Dihodar provinee contains project proposals
for implementation n the Fourth Five Year
Plan

The current demand for mutton annually
15 16,828 tonnes, and the local supply is
5806 anmually. [n order o inerease sheep
ancl goat meast production, emphasis is



currently on the intensilcation ol the small
tarmer production system to encourage the
raising of reproductive levels, reducing
slavghter aee and achieving lower mortality
rles, A development project involving some
WK poat farmers in northern Oman has bieen
the hirst move by the Ministry to introduce
imtensive goat production. The number of
Farmers participatimg i this project was
increased in 1991, Filty-live more farms
have been under construction o meet the
rising demand

The indigenous sheep of Crman are
relatively small i siee. but with adequate
levels of feed they can produce livewenghi
srains that are equal o and even better than
those obtamed Trom local goats at the same
fevel of teeding, There 1s a need to explont
this potential, both in teems of produciion
and improvement of the breed

Traditionally, rangeland grazing has been
the accepted method of feeding both goats
and sheep. Recently, increasing numbers
have caused deterioration to the rangelands
due o over-graeng, In order (o reduce this
pressure. the Ministry, as part of the
agreement with te Farmdrs m the
development schemes, provides the farmer
with a shecl, g sprinkler rogation system
(throweh a loan from the Oman Bank for
Apriculture and Fisheries) sufficient to
irrigate up to one hectare of land, Rhodes
prags seed sulfcwent 1o plant 0.4 hectares,
topether with the fediliser necded lor the
estahlishment of the crop, concentrated
feedstock o wssistin providing the imitial
feedstufl tor the new system. and veterinary
support {in the form ol routing vaccinations
andd treatments and extensive advice on
feeding amnd management ), By the end of
19495, 1t 1s hoped that there will be 1 0}
sheep and goat farms.

Milk production is to be encouraged. Milk
fromn progect facms s bought by Oman
Mattonal Dammes, Milk from the Jebali cattle

af Dhadar 1s receving special attention

In Nowvember 1990, a ROT.5 million
animal wealth research centre 10 improve
and inerease meat and pouliry prodoction
and reduce dependence on imports was
inaugurated ot Salalah. This centre 15
regarded as one of the most impordan
projects undertaken i Dhotar, The new
project includes veterinary services,
aceommuodation, a model tarmimg centre for
foudder research, the use of modemn irrgation
techmigues, quarters for milking cattle and o
slaughter howse. There ane now 68
veterinary clinics in the country, and there
hive been very lew epidermes i orecent
VAT,

With a view to making Chman
selt-sufticient i tood production m the
long-term, the Agniculture and Fisheries
Bank was setup in 1981 with a capital of

Bea-keoping af Mizwa




of interest 1o both companies and
individuals. The Bank also arranges
techmcal assistance, identification of
projects and feasibility studies, It extends
lovans Tor the development of new farms and
the improvement of existing ones, as well as
for the procurement of agricultural

equipment such as tractors and water pumps.

The Head Office 15 in Bowi, and there are
fifteen branches throughout the Sultanate,

PAMAP

The Public Authonty for Marketing
Agricultural Produce (PAMAP) 1s playing
an increasingly successtul rale in the
marketing and distribution of internal
agricultural produce, [t was established m
|98 1 with the main objectives of:-
() providing a link between the farmers

and the trade through the establishment

of a well-orpanised marketing netwirk,

and encouraging them to grow high
uality produce;

(¢} improving the existing market for
Omani produce in terms of quantity,
guality and availability,

PAMAP's headguarters and Central
Dhistribution Centre are at Ghala near
Muscat; Regional Distribution Centres are at
Salalah, Sohar, Nizwa, Thra and Suwaiq.
These latter also-act as Collection Centres of
which there are seventeen throughout the
Sultanate. Banana-ripening and packing®
tacilities are operating in Salalah and at the
Central Distribution Centre at Ghala, In
1990 4 Government study was instituted o
determine whether producers of two
tracitional Ormiani products — dry limes and
frankincense — need subsidies o develop

their market potential. A successtul
marketing innoviation is the marketing of
lime tea, made from dried and powdered

A poconut orove near Salalat.
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limes which are grown in quantity on the
Batinah coast. Previously, all dried limes
were exported for processing abroad,
Several vears ago, PAMAP ventured into the
revival of an ancient and historic market —
the export of frankincense, which is
harvested in Dhofar, Omani frankincense is
a multi-purpose product with a high
proportion of essential oils which can be
used in a number of chemical,
pharmaceutical and perfumery industries.
PAMAF purchases frankincense from
producers, processes and packages il for sale
on the internal market and for export. An
internationally famous perfume,
‘Amouage’, is produced in Oman from
frankincense, and marketed abroad, In 199]
Amouage was presented with the Star
Product of the Year Award at the Tax Free
World Exhibition at Cannes, French
industry’s most prestigious annual event
his is the first time that any country in the
Third World has received the award in the
Exhibition's seven-year history.

The Board of Directors of PAMAP lays
down the bread policies and procedures of
the Authonty, and the Executive President is
responsible for overall management and
supervision of the Authority, There are
thirteen members on the Board of Directors,
of which the Minister of Agrculture and
Fishenes 1s the Chairman,

FISHERIES

The explonation of Oman's rich fisheries’
potential is already playing g mujor part in
the diversilication of the Sultanate's
economy, and has an even bigger role to
play n the future, Fishing, together with
agriculture, has been i traditional occupation
of Omanis through the ages, and a major
source of employment,. Nevertheless, until
recent years, it only met the needs of the
local coastal communities. Until road

communications opened up the routes to the
Interior it was impossible for the inhabitants
of the towns and villages there to obtain
fresh fish. Bedu of the Janaba tribe used 1o
trade dried fish conveyed on camel-back
from the coast in the region of Masirah
Island for dates from the Intenor around
MNizwa.

The Sultanate of Oman has a 1,700
km-long coastline extending from the
Musandam Peninsula in the north, at the
entrance of the Gulf, o the border of the
Yemen in the south, along which there are
immensely rich fishing grounds, the
potentialities of which have yet w be fully
evilwated, A 200-mile exclusive economic
zome extends to seaward from the shores of
Chmin.

More than 150 species of fish have been
wdentified in Omani waters, ranging from
sardines to tuna, Some 35 species ol
3:7"_|:'llll|'ll,'|.'1 or h:ll['l!'l]l T A% [hl_'}' darc kf!l'lWTl mn

A fisherman proudiy displays his calch



{Above) Fishenmen in Sur foading lce. (Right) A fine catch

Chnan, are found i the waters of the
Sultanate. Schools of sardines, netted off the
Batinah coast, have long been used as
amimal feed and fertiliser. In Dholar,
sardines are still bought by the Jebali
tribesmen as feed for their cattle during the
dry season when the grazing has been
exhausted; although this 15 a dying practice
as lodder becomes increasingly available
from farms on the Salalah plain, Large
numbers of lobsters are now caught off
Masirah Island and the coast of Dhofar, and
exporied o the north,

During the first stages of development in
the early 19705, many fishermen left their
communities for the towns where they could
eam higher wages, The Government was
keenly aware of the depletion of these
communities and the threat it presented (o
the fishing mdusiry, and took early remedial
action 1o support the lishing profession. A
Fisheries Department formed in 1972
became o Directorate-General in 1974, and

14

wis Liter ahsorbed mto the Mimstry of
Agnculture and Fisheries. In L9580 the Oman
MNutwmal Fisheries Company (ONFC) was
formed with Government assistance 1o
purchase, distribute and export the catches
of local fishermen. 1t also handled fish
caught by concessionaires. In 1987 a Royal
Precree estublished the Oman Fisheries
Company (OFCY, into which the ONFC was
merged. ROB0 allion was received as
subscrptions from shareholders. The
Ciovernment, which holds 24% of the
shares, has given assurances that the new
Company will operate in such a way as not
to stifle other sheries” firms. OFC has six
board members from the private sector and
from the Government,

The twtal quantity of fish and crustaceans
landed rose sharply in the 1980s, reaching a
peak of 16, 1O wnnes in 1988, However,
the total Tor 1989 showed a sharp decline,
the total catch being only 117,536 1onnes,
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The total for 1990 rose slightly 1o 115,639
tonnes, Research carried out by the Manine
Science and Fisheries Centre indicate that
the origimal reasons given ior the sharp fall
in catches were not accurate, and that
over-fishing has had a large part to play in
this. There are clear indications that stocks
of certain types of popular fish such as
kingfish, hammour, tuna, and mackerel have
been depleted. An even more serious
situation has arisen over stocks of
crustaceans, principally lobsters and
abalone. As a result, fishing for lobsters and
abalone is now restricted to two months in
the year. The Marine Science and Fisheries
Centre has recommended that nets should
have a mesh size of at least 514 inches to
allow young fish to escape and breed.

Large-scale commercial fishing
enterprises have also played their part. An
ongimal agreement between the Government
and a Japanese fishing company was
replaced in 1977 by a concession to a Korean
company which trains Omanis on its
trawlers, and provides 38% of its cateh (o the
Government in the form of royalties. The
imdustrial fleet, which consists of the
National Fishing Company and the Korean
Fishing Company, landed 18,842 tonnes in
19940}, Fish are now being exported to the
USA, Japan, Australia, France, and other
European countries. Exports to France
trebled in 1990, and exports to the UK and
Holland are being encouraged.

In 1990, there were 18,546 registered
fishermen; this represents an increase of
6,000 over the previous five years In 1978
the Fishermen's Encouragement Fund was
introduced, under which 14,348 fishermen
hive been assisted in buying outhourd
engines and fibreglass boats. Much progress
has been achieved in recent vears in
structural improvements to fishing harbours
and the construction of cold-storage and
processing facilities throughout the

Sultanate.

In Musandam, where the region is almost
totally dependent on the fishing industry,
spectal Government assistance has been
provided in the local fishing communities.
Much of the catch in this region is now
exported 1o the UAE and other stites of the
AGCC.

In 1986 the Government set up the Marine
Science and Fisheries Centre near Sidab, on
the coast near Muscat at a cost of RO1.5
million, with consultative support from
UNESCO and FAO, In cooperation with the
Sultan Qaboos University, its role includes
studies of different stocks of resources and
the future development and management of
the vast range of marine species to be found
in Omani waters, as well as 4 more academic
role in the general ecology of marine
environment, with particular emphasis on
the conservation of ecosystems and
endangered species, mcluding turtles. The
Centre also houses a public aquarium and a
modern library, The Centre and its aquarium
has proved to be an excellent learning
facility for both students and the general
public.

There 15 an allocation of RO200 million
for the fishing industry under the Fourth Five
Year Plan (1991-96), of which RO84.1
million hias been set aside for assistance to
Omant firms for investment in industrial and
traditional fishing vessels, shoreside
fucilities and transport, RO75 million is
alocated for resources assessment and
extension services, whilst RO25 million is 1o
be spent on the construction of eight major
harbours and 16 smaller ones. Fish
processing firms will get RO13.9 millions.

The Sultanate of Oman is now
self-sufficient in the provision of fresh fish
tor its population, and plans that fisheries
will become one of the major export
contributors to the national economy in the
years ahed,



The Sultanate of Chman lies inoan arid
region of the world, where water
conservation has always been a problem, but
nis more so than at the present time. The
mereasing demands of agriculture for water,

as wellas for potable water for domestic use,

have in reeent years put an increasing strain
on the available linuted supphes, (see also
chapter on Domestic Water). In some places
the demand has been excessive with adverse
results. The art of exploiting avialable water
supplies to the best advantage is not new in
Oman, as exemplified by the centuries-old
Falaj system. However, the ease of modem
methods of well-sinking and water
extraction have had disadvantages as can be
seen on the Batinah coastal plam where
over-extraction his had harmful results,

The Government has long been awane of
the need 1o conserve and increase supplies of
fresh water as a matter of urgency . If Oman
was o develop industry where none existed
betore, and cope with the needs of a rapidly
expanding population with higher living
stundards, major measures had to be taken,
Al the same time 1015 Government policy to
increase the production of agrcoliore so s
to miake Oman as self-supporting as possible
i food production. Whilst this can be
achieved by improvements in farming
methods, it will to some degree involve
increasing the areas of land under
cultivation, which will need irmigation. Thus
it wis that, in 1986, two Councils concemed
with the environment were merged into the
Council for Conservation of Environment
and Water Resources, of which His Majesty
the Sultan was the Chairmun. In 1989 il was
decided that water was of such paramount
importance that a new authonty, the Pubhie
Authority for Water Resources (PAWR) was
established by Royal Decree and took over
the functions performed by the

I LK

the Ministry of Environment and Water
Resources and the Council for Conservation
of Environment and Water Resources. This
has now evolved mto the Ministry of Water
Resources which incorporates PAWR, and
was estublished by Roval Decree in 1989,

Apart from fresh water for domestic
supphies oblained from sca-waler
desalination plants (see chapter on domestie
waler), all water resources in the Sultanate
derve from ram water, However, some
ancient water, sometimes referred 1 as
fossil water, derives from a period when the
climate of Oman was considerably wetter
than 1t 15 today, and 15 not being replenished
i today s and climate, It therefore has to be
carefully husbanded. The falay system in the
Interior has been used for nearly a thousand
years, and 15 a most efficient method of
utilising available water to the best
advantage. (A detailed description of the
falaj system 1s given in the chapter on
agriculture).

O the Batinah Coast of northern Onan,
and on the Salalah Plain in the south, water
for irapation is obtained from wells.

Rarmfall 15 Hrted in Oman, and varies
according 1o the geography of the country to
o considerable extent, but it is generally
sporadic and unreliable, except in a limited
area ol southern Dholar, which receives
repular summer monsoon rains. Elsewhere,
ruin Talls most frequently over the mountains
of northern Oman, often i the form ol
violent storms, the run-off from which has in
the past been lost into the sea or the deserts
of the Interior.

In recent years, a major problem has
arisen on the Batinah Coast, the most
densely populated and intensively cultivated
repion of the country . Here, the irmigation of
dite gardens and crops 15 supplied entirely
by well water, The avalability of powerful
pumps coupled with the use of drilling ngs,



has made water extraction easier. As a result
the number of wells proliferated, and the
land under cultivation comespondingly
Unfortunately, this upset the balance
between extraction and the re-supply of the
subterranean aquifers from which the water
is drawn. Seepage of sea water into aguifers
increased to such an extent that in some
aresis the .l.allillil;y' rose 1o d level which could
no fonger be tolerated by date palms, which
can only live with a degree of brackishness,
and other crops. Drastic action was needed
torbring this sitwation under control. In 1989
a National Comminee for the Guidance of
Water Usage on the Batinah coast was set up
by Royal Decree. The 15-member
comimtiee 15 chaired by His Majesty s
Advaser for Economic Planning Al
Excellency Mohamed Al Zubair, The
Ministry of Water Resources (MWR) has
taken energetic action to bring well-drlling
under control throughout the Sultanate

ey ; "

s, His

Fure water and quantity control are vital
o the e of Oman

Control of well-drilling is now being strictly
entorced, and permils from MWK e
required for doing so, Registration of wells
throughoul the country was carned outin
PO and approsimately 167 000 were
registered. Verification wus started in
October 1991 covening the wilavats of Birka
and Buraim as well as the provinee of
Dhaar in the south. Techmeal data, such as
the depth of wells and the amount of wates
extracted from them is being obtained ut the
same time. Thee whale programme is
expected to be completed over a three-vear
period

The assessment of waler resources 15
achieved through detatled analysis of the
data collected by the monitoring networks
and through special field investigations.

Assessment is approached manly ona
wadh by wadi basis because most aceessible
water resources m Oman are found m
relatively shallow wadi gravels, and are







recharged mainly from the absorption of
wadi Mow . Re-charging of aguifers is being
underiaken by the construction of recharge
dams in the wadis, thus retaining flood
walers which would otherwise flow to waste
in the sea or the deserl, The retained water
will, it 1s hoped, on being progressively
released, seep into aquifers and thus
recharge them

The first of these dams was completed at
Al Khodh, near Muscat, in 1985, Ten
recharge dams had been completed
throughout the Sultanate by 1991 At the end
of that year, work was in progress on the
construction of recharge dams at Wadi Al
Kabir in Ibri, Wadi Ma'awil in
Birka/Rumais, and Wadi Sahalmawt near
Salalah. In August 1991, the Minister of
Agriculture and Fisheries signed an
agreement for the construction of a recharge
dam at Wadi Al Farai in Rostag wilayat,
According to the master plan drawn up by

the Mimstry of Agriculture, a total of 58
recharge dams will be constructed
throughout the Sultanate. Early indications
are that this method of water conservation s
likely to be successful, but much maore data
has yet to be collected over the long term.
One important factor is that rainfall is
sporadic and varies greatly from one year o
the next

Another aspect of water control is the
prevention of flooding, which is hiable to
occur after heavy downpours of rain in the
monntaing. One such Hood-prevention dam
was completed at Khasab in the Mugandam a
few years ago, and two were due (o be
completed in the Muscat arca by the end of
1991.

The maintenance and repair of the falaj
system is the responsibility of the Ministry
of Agrculure and Fisheries, and
considerable funds have been set aside under
the Fourth Five Year Plan for this purpose.

(Above) Re-charge dams conserve Oman’s precious watar at Tanof, (Left) Al Mazarah, Wad
Draicah



disuse for a varwety ol reasons, and much
duti has vet o be collected 1o get an pecurate
precture of the sttuation, This s of paricalar
importance for agriculture in the Intenor, In
the south of Oman, on the Salalah plam
where there 1s intensive cultivation of the
land, there has been a rapid increase in the
extraction of groundwater over the past few
yeirs, This has reproduced the same
indications of stress on rngation as ocourred
on the Batinah coast, but 1o a lesser degrec.

In consequence, water levels in the
freshwater zone dropped substantially, and
MWR s monitoring of groundwater
comditioms indicates active saling intrusion
along the coastal belt, The aguifer below the
Salulah plain relies for recharee on the
annuil monsoon rans over the Jebel; all the
evidence that MWR has-pathered indicutes
that it is a very dynamic system
charncterised by rapid ows. This makes the
area potentially susceptible 1o shortage after
ONE OF Bwo vears of |:||_1m'1:r-ihull--'.lvl:!'ﬂgL'
rainfall, MW has initiated a pilon water
well imventory project in Salalah because of
the urgency o define the total water demand
and s spatial distnibution. In parallel with
this, MWR 18 conducting an assessment
project o reline present estimates of
groundwater pvailability. The results of the
inventory and the detailed assessment ol
resources will be utilised 1o develop a
lomp-termstrategy 1or the sustainable
mignagement of the water resources of the
Salalah plain. MWR has given this a very
high priority because of the importance of
the Salalah plain

In the Nejd, in the south, there are
reservolrs of fossil water, the extent of
which have vet to be established, which give
rise o artesian water resources, These are
already bemng used Tor experimental work in
the cultivation of fodider and crops, These
122

curelully conserved

Owerall, Oman shares with all and
countrics (und indeed with most other
countries the need o maximise the
sustamnable use of its water resources whilst,
at the same tme, encouraging and increasing
water conservation at every level. Achieving
development and delivering a better standard
af living and quality of lile toits people
within these constraints is u challenge which
Orman 15 addressing with confidence that
bosthy cun be attained,

DOMESTIC WATER

Llntal 1970 the: Sultanate of Chman was
totally dependent on wells and aflig (plural
of falag) for its domestic water supplies. and
thisse i tum were dependent on a capricious
and spirse runfall, In tmes of prolonged
drought, which are not infrequent, great
difficulties were expenienced, and such
witter as was available was liable to become
polluted. Now with a continuously rising
standard of living, and a rapidly increasing
populimtion, great effors have o be made o
mieet the demunds Tor domestic water
supplies. Over the next five vears, domestic
requirements for water are expected to
increase by 68

The first organised water project in the
Sultanate was implemented in 190, when
three Government wells were sunk in the Al
Khodh area, from where a pipeline was run
tor Muttrah and Museat, Water for private
households was supplied through
distribution points, As natural water
resourees were limited, and o meel the
rupidly imcreasing demands Tor water for
domestic purposes, a desalination plant was
constructed at Al Ghubrah outside Muscat,
which wirs commissioned in 1976 with o
dadly production capacity of 6 million
gallons. A new umit was added in 1952



which doubled the capaciry 1o 12 million
gallons daly. In 1986-87 three more
desalination units were completed at Al
Ghubrah, bringing total production capacity
o 235 million gallons daily.

At the same time, wells were sunk in the
larpest aguiders i the Museat area, the
number of which rose to 92 by the end of
1986, These wells are m the Wadi Adai, Al
Khodh, and Al Seeh. In normal
careimistances their daily production is about
fomillion gallons, but in an emergency | and
over short peniods. this can be raised 10 21
million gallons. At present the desalination
plant at Al Ghubrah supplies 809 of the
fresh water requirements of the Muscat area,
and the well-fields the remammg 20%  The
pummng station at Mawaleh s one of the
major water projects (o be implemented by
the Ministry of Electricity and Water, i
supplies water from the western well-fields
throwgh a pipeline to the Al Ghubrah
desalination plant where it 15 mixed with
water from the eastern helds and desalinated
waler for distribution in the Muscal arca

Otput from the Al Ghubrah desalination
plant is to be increased shortly as the third
phase expansion of the plant gets under way,
Under these plans, one unitof 6 million
gallons a day capacity will be stalled, and
15 likely to b commissioned in the middle of
this year. Work on another unit is planned
towards the end of the Fourth Five Year
Plan, around late 1995,

Outside the Muscat area, more than 300
production wells have been sunk in the
wilayats, and there are now a total of 14
desalination plants in the country. Wherever
possible, the Mimistry is using brackish
water for blending with desalinated water (o
obtain acceptable quality. Small desalination
plants have heen constructed at o number of
towns in the Interior for treating brackish
water. At Nizwa, seven wells are being
drlled and pumps installed in a water-supply

eatension programme, which will include
W pumpnng stations, At Sur, i one million
pallon a day reverse osmosis desalination
plant has been completed this year, On
Masirah Island a desalination plant has heen
installed ata cost of RO 700000 1n the
Musandam, there are bore-well based water
supply systems at Khasab, Bukha and
Dibba, and desalinated water is also supplied
by ships and tankers to the coastal villages
and some of the settlements in the Intetior
In the mare remote regions of the Sultanate,
small desalination units have been
established to provide the population with
water. Supplies have also been provided for
the inhabitants of the Al Hidaniyah ( Koria
Muria) Islands, off the south coast of Oman,
with a desalination plant, built in 1987,
which has a daily production capacity of
29,920 gallons,

Flusridation of potable water in the
Sultanate hus been proposed and 15 under
active discussion at the present time, 1 it 15
mtraduced, Oman will be the first country in
the Gulf region to do so. According to the
World Health Organisation, maintaining the
level of fuoride wathin proper limits ensures
the dental health of the younger section of
CONSIIMers

The expectanon that, over the next five
years, demand for domestic water will
mcrease by 6% has led to new projects
which will help extend the water network to
arcas not at present supplied with piped
water. There 1s also a project in the Muscat
areato pump about ong million gallons of
water [rom Bausher and Al Ansab to blend
with desalinated water at the Al Ghubrah
plant. As part of the Fourth Five Year
Development Plan, a RO 14 million projeci
to reinforce the existing water supply system
in Muscat was begun in 1991 The project
will strengthen the present water supply
transmission system Lo the distribution
reservoirs and increase storaze of water ar Al



involving the construction of a new 12
million gallon reservorr at Al Ghubrah
pumping station and the laying of abow
A0km of 1000mm ductile ron waler
pipelines, will feed into the distribution
reservoirs at Seeb in the west, and Ruwi in
the cast, and be hinked 1o the existing
transmission system,

A new pumping station, which is planned
to accommuodate all future expansions of the
Al Ghubrah desalination plant, will have
four pumps, each with a capacity of 1,200
cubic metres per day. The project, expected
to be completed by the middle of this year,
will be ready in time to receive water from
the new unit being built at the Al Ghubrah
déssahination plant. The unit, with a capacity
to produce six million gallons per day, will
reduce pressure on the wells, which at
present are being overpumped.

ELECTRICITY

Until 1969 the only source of electricity in
Muscal was a penerator housed within the
city walls. In that year a small power station
at Riyam, between Muscat and Muttrah,
came into operation with a productive
capacity of 4.5mw, It had small diesel
engines and distributed power o a limited
area of Muscat and Muttrah; the total
number of connections did not exceed
2,500, By 1990, the total installed power
capacity in the Muscat area had increased to
787mw and the number of consumers
increased to 82,375, In 1970 the
responsibility for the Rivam power station
was assigned o the Ministry of
Communications and Public Services. In
view of the upsurge in demand the Ministry
decided as a temporary measure (o expand
the srallitrn:éll'sgup_zlcily by the purchase of
more p:lw:rﬂ:u!'die:ac! engines. This,
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new electricity/desalination plant went inlo
operation at Al Ghubrih near Muscat in
1976, The plant had an initial capacity of
25.5 mw of electricity and 6 million gallons
of desalinated sea water. By the end of 1993,
on completion of a new plant currently under
construction, the capacity of the Al Ghubrah
complex will be 317 mw,

By 1978 the growing nation-wide
requirement for electricity and water was
such that a Ministry of Electricity and Water
was established. The construction of another
power station at Rusayl, the site of the first
industrial estate outside Muscat, was
undertaken in two phases, the first of which
was completed in 1984 with a capacity of
250 mw; by the end of the second phase
capacity had doubled to 500 mw.

There were no generating stations in the
wilayats outside Muscat before 1978, but by
the following year, 22 were set up in the
different regions with a total overall capacity
of 27 mw. Their capacity has since been
raised o 360 mw. Onginally all these
stations were diesel-operated, but as the
production costs of diesel units is high, it is
the policy of the Ministry to try and connecl
the small diesel generation stations o gas
turbines and to interconnect these systems
with the main power stations in Muscat and
the Wadi Al Jizzi. A gas turbine station has
now been installed in the Wadi Al Jizzi,
which provides electricity for the copper
refining complex, A new gas turbine umit
with a capacity of 28 mw will be completed
at the Wadi Al Jizei power station this year,
This umit will raise the capacity of the power
station from 194 mw to 224 mw.

The Muscal arca now receives ity
electricity supplies from the Al Ghubrah and
Rusayl power stations which are
inferconnected.

This network comfortably supplies not
only the Muscat area, but has reached out to



Electricity grids now span the Suitanafe



Suwaiq, and Khabourah. The supply of
electricity to rurdl communities is
proceeding rapidly: in 1990 electricity was
supplied to an additional 1,750 houses in the
Interior. In the period 1990-91, 4% more
villages were connected to the gnd.

In the southern region work began on
building the Salalah power station i 1971,
when three diesel units were installed with a
maximum capacity of 1,365 mw. Later,
other unils were added and new stations
were built in Salalah and two at Raysut, so
that by the end of 1989 capacity had reached
a level consistent with the massive growth
andd development taking place in the
sputhern region. Work on improving
electricity services was not restneted to
Salalah, but also included the coastal towns
of Tagah, Mirbat, and Sadah. Electricity

(Gas faciities af Ghubrah power-stahion

Falamyan (kouarig M) Esiands ofl e
south coast of Oman. In 1987, a power and
desalination plant was built there with a total
daily capacity of 640 kw of electricity

The Manah Project is a major new
enterprise which is a further implementation
of the Mimstry's policy of improving the
economics of electneity to consumers by
replacing the small power stations, which
use diesel generators, by larger stations
using natural gas as fuel. The power station
will be bult in the wilayat of Manah, close
{o the villgge of lzz, and will be
interconnected by high voltage power
transmission lines to the load centres in the
Dhakhiliva which will feed the distnbation
systems supplying consumers. The site 15
close to the route of the natural gas pipeline
running from the Sath-Nihayda gas fields o
the Muscat arca, soa supply of fuel is
readily available to the power station.
However, there 1s an important difference
between this project and all the others which
the Ministry of Electricity and Water has
implemented: the Manah Project is being
financed by the private seclor as a
Build-Own-Operate-Transfer (BOOT)
Project. The key characteristic of BOOT 1s
that a concession is granted by the
Giovernment (o an entreprencur 1o develop a
resouree and sell the product (o the
Government for a fixed period of years, after
which all the assets will be transferred to the
purchaser (Government) at no cost. 11s the
entreprencur’s responsibility o obtam the
finance required to build the facilities, as
well as designing, procuring, constructing,,
operating, and mamtaiming them during the
concession period. The tariff rate at which
the entreprencur will sell the electnicity o
the Government will be such as to enable
him to pay all his financing costs and all the
operating costs duning the concession
period.



SOCIAL AFFAIRS
AND LABOUR

A system of social welfare has
tracitionally existed in Omani society over
the centuries, as the payvment of zakat is one
of the pillars of Islam (zakat is described
more fully in the chapter on Justice, Awgaf,
and Islamic Affurs). Nevertheless, it was
clear at the beginning of the new era, on the
aceession of His Majesty Sultan Caboos bin
Said, that there was a requirement for a
soctal security system within a developing
modern society. Thus a Ministry of Social
Aftairs and Labour was estabhished in the
eirly 19705,

In the early years of development it was
unly possible 1o set modest targets for the
uxprinsion ol social welfare, since the
activities of the Mimistry were crrcumsiribed
by the lack of communications in every
lorm. However, as pood roads and telephone
communications spread their networks
throughout the Sultanate, the socl services
expanded at an ever-incrensing pace so that
now the Sultanite possesses o social wellare
system second 1o none, better indeed than
miny 10 longer-developed countries

socil Security has been extended so that
now it provides protection for every national
who Falls upon bad times. The Social
Secunity Law provides for every deserving
citizen to receive an income from the State
Raval Decree 8784 wis of particular benefit
to families whose social and econommic
crreumstances threatened o deprive them of
a decent standard of living owing o
disability, loss of breadwiner or
unavatlability ol an adegquate income, i.¢
the aged, orphaned, widowed, divorced
woemen, those abandoned by the
breadwinner, or the families of persons in
prascn. It wis this Decree that added
unmiarried and abandoned girls o the

categories of these entitled to benefit. There
are currently 39,736 Social Security cases,
receiving monthly payments totalling

RO 1,536,409, During 1991, a total of

RO 18,436,915 was paid out in benefits.

The principle of equality of opportunity
for all requires that the disabled should be
provided with suitable opportunities for
trining. The social atfairs sector has given
this area o high peionty through its Special
Wellare Department, which was set up in

P98 to provide for this category of citizens,
L9RT was an important year for the disabled.
The Centre for the Wellare and Traning of
the Disabled was opened at Al Khodh, and
provided with the latest scientific anid
technical equipment to emable it to perform
its designated role, provide services for the
drsabled throughout thee Sultanate, and help
them 1o become active again, return o their
original work, or perform jobs appropriate (o
their situations. [985-89 saw the graduation
ol the iest batch of male and femile students
from the Centre,

Up to 1991, 95 students had graduated,
Ihe students graduated after being trained at
the Centre in various skills such as typing,
carpentry, family care, and tuiloring. The
Ministry works with govermment authorities
and other bodies in finding jobs for the
thsabled in hoth the pubhc and private
sectors. An agreement has also been signed
o expand the Centre. This will enahle new
subjects o be introduced into the traming
programme and increase the number of
Irinees, particularly from among those
categories who are not currently receiving
training.

[ the case of disasters where severe
personal loss is involved, the Ministry does
everything within its power to provide
assIstanee — some regions, for example,
sutfer from severe weather conditions during
some seasons of the year, which can produce
matiral disasters, such as foods, In these



Trade training proviges oppartunities for Cman's youth

cases appropriate assistance 15 provided by
departments and branches of the
Directorate-General for Social Affairs, with
the aim of reducing the effects of their
misfortunes and compensating them for
damage to their property. Such situations
demand flexibility and, in this connection,
the regional departments provide assistance
to families whose circumstances require that
they receive immediate cash payments. In
1991, there were 235 individual disaster
cases, who were pad approximately
RO 54,766 000 During the same year, 320
communil disaster cases were paid
RO 34, 144 000 There were also four
peneral disasters, which received payments
from the Mimistry, The paymenis for all
categones totalled RO BE 910000

The Ministry has issued a Mimsteral
decision contaiming regulations tor the
provision of assistance for needy families
and imdividuals. This includes temporary
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cash assistance or assistance in kind, as well
a5 special or emergency assistance,
Examples of this are: payment of water and
electricity connection charges for families
covered by the Social Securnity Law,
payment of electricity and water bills within
specified limits, and the provision of
assistance to families with children af
school, The Ministry aims 1o achieve
comumunity development through the local
community development sector, by
establishing links between individual
contributions and government activities in
the social fields, and providing opportunities
for the people to achieve a better standard of
living. To this end, the Ministry has
achicved considerable success through its
development programmes; the main one of
which has been the National Programme for
Local Community Development, which
hegan in 1976, and has since undergone
vonsiderable expansion.



Its wan functions include co-ordinating
and expanding the services of the Ministries
involved in rural development, improving
the living standards of raral communities
and developing the Omani citizen's human
potential. Up to theend of 1991, 616
villages, with o total of 204, 5% inhabitngs,
were being served by the Programme . In
addition, 1,644 visits had been made o
villages outside the Programme.

I'he Programme operates at a number of
levels. One of the most important of these is
the "social level’, This 1 based on gaining
the confidence of the peaple of the rural
community and channelling their energies
towards the implementation and linancing of
projects through individual efforts and
contributions, i co-operation with the
competent government authonnies, During
1991, a total of 39 sociul development
projects were approved by the Programme;
54 of these have already been implemented,
whilst Nive wre still under way.
Non-government contributions (o these
projects totalled RO 174 482 in 1991,

In view of the importance of providing the
population with education and advice,
information and culture also receive priorily
Study-pgroups, lectures and visils are
organised and a range of information wds are
used to raise levels of social, cultural, health
and economic awareness. During 1991, 495
sty groups and lectures wene organised,
altended by 14,567 peaple. 75 cinema shows
were also held, and stickers,
wall-magazines, and educational leaflets are
distributed 1n the areas covered by the
project.

Education is one of the Programme’s high
priorities, In co-operation with the Ministry
of Education, the National Programme for
Local Community Development runs
literacy and adult education classes. These
are all the result of individual contributions
from members of the public, who help in

setting up study premises and in transporting
teachers and students from thewr homes 1o
their classes, The development sector also
encourages cilizens 1o acquire an education,
and male and female social workers to hold
mdividual and group meetings for this
purpase. During 1991, 78 hiteracy centres
were opened, with atotal of 1,391 students
of both sexes. Also, 37 classes were opened
i Rural Children's Development Homes:
these were attended hy 2.462 children
Public libraries and Koran memorisation
sthools aim to encourage students o educate
themselves. Several rural development
libraries have been set up and supplied with
Books on culture, social suhjects, religion,
and health. In addition, there are mobile
libraries supervised by male and female
workers, which tour the villages, Altogether
there are 22 libranies, most of them mobile.
The programme also supervises the Koran
memorisation schools, which were set up on
the initiative of the programme, backed by

Chilaven al a day nursey,



the public and the Ministry of Justice,
Awgud and Islame AlTars

On the health front, the aim s 1o educae
the publie so thar they can benefit from the
services provided by the Ministry of Health
Lo this end, development teams in
conjunction with workers from the Ministry
of Health, work together to rase levels of
publie awareness. On the preventive sule, 1n
1991, 195 wells were disinfected, 1,704
mither aned child cases underwent health
education; there were ulso 2,239 cleanliness
campaigits, and 3,726 house visits, On the
treatment side, 8,353 cases were treated,
whilst first and was given to 2,138 cases and
T21 cases were relerred 1o hospatal

In co-vperaton with the Mimstry of
Apriealiure and Fishenes, the
Directorate-General of Local Community
Dievelopment sets up experimental farms,
oreamses agncultiral pest control and
provides veterinary and agncoliural
sepvices. Lust vear, five wells were dug, Live
aflaf restored, 22 expenmental fams setup,
and 82 pest comtrol campaigns luonched,
Other agriculural services include seed and
fertihser distnibunion and vetermary and
other assistance

WOMEN AN CHILDREN

Fhe Directorme-GCieneral of Women's and
Children's Alfairs, as part of the Ministry of
Social Affars. provides assistance w Ormani
wormen for the purposes of improving their
eeonomic and social circumstances, 1
operates largely through the Chman
Women's Associations, of which there are
now 13 throwgbour the Sulanae, with more
(i 2, 5000 registered members. Seven more
branches of the Association are to be set up
meother Jocahities, Speciud uttention 15 given
o voung working mothers, who have been
erven particular protection ander the Tows
rebating w employvment: these inelude
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provision of ane or two years” leave 1 ook
after thear children, and the opening of
nurseries and Kindergartens

In the interests of the parents and children,
the Government has banned baby-sitting,
and only licensed norseries are nllowed 1o
operite under the supervision of the
[hrectorate-Creneral

Betore granting licences o nurseries, the
Ministry checks thewr sitabihity, including
secormmodation, standard of education of
these 1 contral, safety standards, fees et
Regular inspection visies are made (o
kindergartens

In order o enhance the socio-cconomic
and cultural standards of women, social-care
centres have been established o enable them
to acyuire special skills and the experience
necded 1o help them improve therr standiard
of living. There are at present six of these

cenires, where women are tramed in

A voupng Omani (s fascingted By a model af the
Sofdr sysfem &1 he Children’s Museum in
Museat



tatloring, embroidery, household
management, and traditional cealls w
preserye the national hentage. The centres
are also arganismg lectures and semimars on
viriows subjects of iterest o women, as
well as conducting literary ¢lasses and the
investigation of farmily conditions
The natwonal programme for local
community development 15 one of the
cornerstones Lor the advancement of rural
womanhood. I @ims 1o eliminate female
literacy, encourage female educaton, and
proviche guidance i the upbringing of
children and other domestic matters. This 1s
done through Rural Women's Development
Centres, ol which thére are now
approsimidely 7O throughout the Sultinate
Fheir programmes are being supporied
through the imtroduction of new activities
armed at proveding rural women with
ceonomic, social, health, and cultural
services. These melude poultry-rearnng,
D] [ * IE "
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food production, preservation of foodstufts,
wedving, and the revival of traditional
Chmam handieratts. Traming 15 also given 1o
Chman cadres 1o enable them to pliy an
effective role in leading and directing these
development processes

LABCHR

Educated and skilled Chmanis capable ol
developing the country were almaost tonally
lacking in the Sultanate in the years before
P Most ol those Chovianis whao went
abroad duriog these vears for education and
skilled ramimg remained there since thene
were no prospects of emploviment for thear
skills at home . My others left Chman (o
work s unskilled Labour in the Chall States,
leng-term unemployment heing endemic

Fosllowwing the aceession of His Majesty
Sultan Qaboos in 1970, the situation altered
dramatically . Chmanis flocked home in larpe
numbers following a call from His Majesty

Vdemestic educalion class at the Cmanl Women 's Association



country. A natural resull of this was an
urgent requirement [or the means of
educating and training Omanis in their own
country. A simple Labour (ffice was set up
i 1970, and ten vears later a
Directorate-General of Labour wis
estiablished within the Ministry of Social
Affairs and Labour. In the carly years of
development, Oman was heavily dependent
on expatriate skilled and semi-skalled lubour,
mostly Indian and Pakistan, as well as
Burcpeans i managenial posts, for lack of a
skilled Omani waorkforee. Now, a8 young
Ohmanis graduate (rom schools, institutes
and the Sultan Qaboos University,
Chrmanisation s Laking place i every Held a
dn everancreasing pace. His Majesty has
repeatedly emphasised the need o reduce
Oman’s dependence on foreign workers, and
hiss rerinded the country's youth that
academic qualilications are meant 1o cquip
them to work effectively in the country's
service and are not an end in themselves. He
has prompred the private sector (o do more 1o
repliace foreign employees with Omanms, The
combined elfects of encouragement and
legislation are now being seen 1o have
palpable results,

The rapid development which the country
has undergone since 1970 has made 1
necessary (o plan and regulate relations
between emplovers and employees in order
o guarantee the interests of both parties. To
this end, the Oman Labour Law came into
foree in 1970 The Law affirms the principle
of equality and impartiality in the treatment
al employees; it forbuds the employment of
nemn-Chmants without prior permission [rom
the Ministry, unless they ful il the conditions
of residence and have specialist
qualifications that cannot be found among
Ormani nationals. The Law thus obliges
employers to engage Omani employees ns
far as possible. It also authorises the
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Onmani o foreign emplovees in an
establishment, and lays down rules to
achieve this objectiive

Ohmanisation 1s proceedimg steadily and
methadically, and all facilities are made
avatlable in order w provide every willing,
able Chmani with rewirding job
opportumities. Mimstry Dgures indicate thar
the Omanisation rate increased in 1991 Up
Loy the endd of Rast year, 8,335 people were
registered a5 applicants for jobs in the
private sector. Success on the Omanisation
[ront is due 1o the ceaseless moral and
matenal support provided by the
Ciovernment,

Une of the most important examples of
this was the decluration issued by the
Commuttee for Viwational Training and
Labour, stating that owners of privide sector
companmes would receive high levels of
compensation for salares and allowances
paid to their employees, with effect from s
October, 1991

The Ministry recognises the importance of
helping 1o produce individuals capable of
miking posilive comtrihutions i every i,
by providing them with technical, vocational
and administrative training. Hence the
provisions of Article 22 ol the Omani
Labour Law, which stipulates that every
employer who employs twenty or more staf
st contribute to the vocational training of
Omanis, These contributions are collected
from employers for vocational training
projects run by the Mimstry

To ensure that employers and employees
comply with the provisions of the Labour
Law and the Ministerial decisions
implementing it, the Ministry endeavours to
operate in the interests of hoth sides, whilst
adhering 1o the spirit ol te Law. A tatal of
17,757 establishments were mspected in
19491,



COMMUNICATIONS

Ower a period of Twenty vears, an
excellent roud system has been complensl,
linking all the maim centres of population
throughout the Sultanate of Cman,
Considermg the size of the country and ity
topography of mountains and desert, this has
been i very considerable achievement,
Appreciating that the development of Oman
and its infrastructure were dependent on
2ood communications, the Government,
under the puidance of His Majesty Sultan
OQaboas Trom the time of his accession, has
given high priority to the development of a
good road system, efficient and
well-equipped sea ports, airports and
telecommunications, In the case of road
construction, in 1970, the year of His
Mujesty's accession, there was only one
paved road in the country linking Muscal
with the arfield ar Baie Al Falay, a distince
of Hrkdometres. There were two graded
rovadds, ome of which linked Muscar with
Sohar along the coust, and the other linking
the coust with the oilfield at Fabud in the
imterior. Otherwise there were only tracks,
passable by landrovers and hight trucks. By
the end of 1991, 4,722 km of paved roads
and L3320 K of unpaved roads had been
completed — no mean achieverment. Unnl g
deepwaler port wis construcied at Mina
Qaboos in Muttrah in the early 1970s, all
cargos lor Chman bad w be o Toaded from
lighters i Muttrah bay. A deepwater port
B also been constructed at Raysut near
Salalab in the south. The only airport i the
Sultanate in 1970 with o hard surface runway
was af Bat Al Falay outside Muoscar, sitated
between high rugged hills, where landings in
pown visihility could be hazardous, This has
long sinee been replaced by o large modern
international wrport at Seeh,

Tha road from Al Buslan o Qanlab

ROADS

I 1970 twio major problems condronted
those responsible for the roads’ development
in Onian, The first was the size of the
vomntry, 300N square kilometres, and the
second was its wpography. A high range of
mountains mning pasallel to the coust in the
north of the Sultunate effectively cut off the
nterior friom the coastal belt. The population
15 also unevenly distributed, largely located
in the northern coastal regtons and the
extreme south. 1t was imevitable therelore
that, i the early stages. road construction
was Cconventrited along the coastal belt in the
nurth, connecting the main centres of
popubation with each other and with the
seaport and alrpon,

The development of roads throughout the
intenior came later. Duming the 19505, both
phases of road construction were completed,
and now i network of paved roads covers the
entire country and linking i with s
netghbours: a major achievenent was the




Hioggls have been doven hrowugh

building of o paved poad, 800 kot in length,
frowm Muscal to Salalah in the extreme south,
The economic and social bemetits derived
fromn the Laying out of thas toad network are
now evident and hghly sigmificant,

In the second hall of the Y805, some
spectacular road construction was achieved
1 the mountainous regions of e country,
connecting istlated commumties with the
man centres of population and making them
aceessible to the benetits of modemn

development. Among these achievements
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weere roads through the rugged and
precipitous mountains of the Musandam
peninsila at the northern Gp of the Sultanate,
and 1o the wp of the Jebel Akhdar plateau,
virtually inaceessible until then except by
wir. Most recently an impressive paved road
his been completed in the south, linking
Salalah with Sarfait on the Yemeni border,
which zigrags up from the coastal plain 1o
the summit of the Qumar range of mountams
and alomg the fop o the border.

Durning 1991, about 117 km ol single




paved roads were completed in the Wilavats
al Dakhiliya, Dhabura, Shargiva and Batinah
regions, and 14 km ol dual carringeway

roviteds b the Saladah area Another T ki of

paved roads are presently under
construction, and are expected to be
campleted by the end of 1992, 1n 1986, (he
Divectorute-General of Roads started
construction of Jow rallie roamds by the
double surlace treatment, designed and buill
by its owneengineers and labour force
During the Fourth Frve Year Plan (1991 -96)

the emphasis 15 on Turther road construction
and roatine maintenimee of existing roads.
Alsoncluded in the Plan is the dualisation
of the Muscat o Nizwi road ds Fir as
Bidbad, the remaming part of the
satladab-Raysut voad. and part ol the
Salalah-Thurran road in the south

The state-owned Oman Natwonal
Transport Company (CNTC b runs a fleet of
more than 240 buses and coaches, which
serve the Muscat area and the mam towns,
The company also operates six
atr-comditiomed luxury coaches, fitted with
long-dhstance fuel tanks, television and ol
Facilities, which run on the Muscat-Salalah
o,

There s also u lopg-distance couch service
o Dubad, o the United Arab Emarates. The
Company has presented its own
development plans o the Mimstry ol
Commurcitions o run parallel with the
Sultanate s Fourth Five Year Plan. The
proposals mclude detailed reconumendations
fir expansion of the public bus service
nerwork, s well as the replacement of older
Puses by oew, more comborable and relinble
madern vehicles. The plans also include the
redevelopment of the Azaiba headguarters so
et it is best able o provide weehnical and
administrative support for the company '«
expanding aperations. he wim s to link
Muscal with all regional centres and most
ke 1owns at least onee durly and 1o
introduce new routes when major road links
wre construcied

SEAPORTS

The construction of a modem seaport with
deepwater berths was recopnised as being an
urgent necessity from the beginning of the
ational development programme. To mecl
thee growing demand for modern port
Facilities, Mina iboos was completed in
1974, peared to handle two mallion wonnes al
varows types of cirgo annually. The









exports in succeeding vears has entatled
continual expansion with additional facilities
such as the construction of a container
terminal, modemn warehouses, engineering
workshops and deepwater wharfage. Mina
Jaboos has thirteen berths, of which two
have a draft of 34 feet, seven of 30 feet, and
the remaining four are shallow water berths,
It hias o transit shed area of 27,000 sg metres
and an open storage area of about 150 sq

metres, The container terminal has an area of

4.7 hectares with storage capacity for 2,704
TEU loaded/empty containers. A fleet of six
tugs, fitted with the most modern
equipment, serves the port, The port is
equipped with 2 % 35 tonne gantry cranes
and thirteen other cranes of varving
capacities for handhng contaners and
conventional cargo.

In order to identify the
development/improvement required in Mina
Qaboos, at least until the vear 2000, the
Minwstry of Communications commissioned
NCA of Japan to ciarry out a comprebiensive
study. The study has revealed that the
following key development should be
implemented:-

I Zomng of the available stacking area.

2 Dredging of the harbour basin to
accommaodate at least @ second generation
of fully-loaded container ships.

Vo Conversion of two existing berths into a
contaner and multi-purpose berth, and
the procurement of two quayside
contyiner-handling pantry cranes,

4 Reclamation of adjacent Shutaify Bay to
crgate about |5 hectares of container
stacking area,

The Mina Qaboos Development Progect is
expected o be completed in two vears from
date of commencement,

All systems at the port, which have been
computensed, are working successfully, and
7% of port employees are now Omanis,
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with protection against the seasonal
monsoon winds, which blow at gale force
for several of the summer months. A port
with comainer facilities has been constructed
at Raysut, 8 kmto the west of Salalah, o
serve the region. The first phase was
completed in 1974, and the second phase, 1o
expand the harbour For larger vessels, was
completed in 1980, The present enlarged
harbowr has been designed (o handle an
annual cargo of one million onnes, In 1982,
a container terminal with 3 35 tonne
contawner handling pantry crane was
commissioned (o deal with the increasing
container traffic. The port has eight
deepwater herths and an oil pier for tankers
up o 35,000 DWT. In addition, there is one
small water berth.

At the northern end of the Musandam
Pemnsula is the small port of Khasab, 1t has
twao berths of lmited depth, which are
madequate for future requirements. The
Ministey of Communications has
commissioned a study, for which the final
report has now been received. I is expected
to complete the detailed design (pre-contrac
phase) for the improvement of the port by
1993, and the construction and completion
of the project 15 scheduled between 1994 and
19497,

The Ministry of Communications has
conducted o very comprehensive study of the
need for another commercial port for the
Sultanate. It has revealed that in the long
term, beyond the year 2000, a new port will
be essential to meet traffic demund.

The comstruction of & new port is not
included in the current Five Year Plan, but is
expected to be included o the next. The
possibility is that it will be at Sohar. Even if
A new por 15 commisstoned, Mina Craboos
will continue to play an important and
essential role n the economic activities of
the country.



Carge s unfoaded al Pod Ravsal in the soulhem brovineo.

The end of the day — fishing boats at anchor in Khgsab



e Speb international Airoord,

AIRPORTS

The Directorate-General of Civil Aviation
has four civil wirports under 1its control at
Seeb, Salalah, Sur, and Dhaba in the
Musandam. Seeb and Salalah can handle all
types of mreralt, while Sur and Dhaba are
open for light aircraft only,

The Seeb International Airport, near
Muscat, was among the first major projects
ordered for implementation by His Majesty
Sultan Qaboos following his accession in
1971, Since its inauguration in December
1973, the airport has undergone a senies of
renovations and improvements. The
Directorate-General of Civil Aviation and
Meteorology is preparing new plans for
further extensions 1o the airport's ferminal
aret and Tor providing more facilities for the
increasing numbers of travellers.

Seeb International Airport already
recerves and dispatches 21 weekly scheduled
[Mights by international airlines and 30
non-scheduled thights, The arcraft,
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passenger and cargo movements have shown
rapid increase since 199, The year 1991
witnessed several bilateral negotiations with
civil aviation authorities of other countries m
order o establish agreements for air
transport between the Sultanate and those
countries. The result was the imitial
SIEMALLCES On SN Agreements, and one
finalised with the Republic of Bulgaria, Ttis
anticipated that these agreements will result
in an increase in the number of international
airlines using the Airport, with & consequent
increase in flights, passengers and cargo
mowvements which will have positive effects
on the economy of the Sultanate.

One of the projects completed in 1991 was
the Airport's new cargo complex, which has
idded o covered storage area of 4,000 sq
metres o external storage vards of 17 (00 &g
metres,

Alsoin 1991, airfield surface
Ir]l‘l'}l!'l,'ﬁ'{_‘t'l'll;}n‘l p]'{i_]{'i.'[ﬁ were l'.:l:||]i'l'l'l.li'l'il..'lﬂd'1 Hnd
were completed earlier this vear. The



Chran Aviation services the ol ingustoy with dally fights tothe Inferiorn

infrastructure of civil aviation in the
Sultanate 1s to be considerably developed o
the Fourth Five Year Development Plan
(1Y 1-86) Lo adapt o the lechnological
innovations. The area control centre is o be
improved and extended, radar installations
are 1o be replaced by new modern ones,
satellite fibre optic links are to be
established, and hire, crash and rescue
systems are to be lurther developed and
renoyated

Within the frumework of a 3-phase
project, work started i 1990 at Salalah
Aarport to double the size of the airerall
parking area <o that it can accommodate six
areraft instead of three as at present. In
addition, the whole airfield lightimg system
will be replaced. These works are expected
to be completed by December this vear. The
Fourth Five Year Plan includes the ¢xtension
of the wirstrip by 895 metres so that its total
length will be 3,330 metres

Studies are being carried out to replace the

primary and secondary rudur systems at
Salalah Awrport in addition to providing the
Aarport’s runway number 25 within an

Instrument Landing System

Oman Aviation Services ((JAS), an
Ohmani joant stock company, was established
by Bowal Decree m May 1981 to operate
domestic airline services and charter atrcrafi,
and o provide other sirhine-related services
om i -vear franchise. Ths imcludes
areralt, passenper services and cargo
handling, catering, and other facilitics. By
1994, over hall the company's employees
were Omant nationals, OAS now has Omam
pilots and second olficers and its own
programme for ramimg plots and engimeers

Orman has a 25% share with the UAE,
Onatar and Bahrain in the international
airline, Gulf Air, which operates services to
Western Europe, the Gull, the Indian
sub-continent, Alrica, the Far East, and the
Umited States of Amenca



COMMUNICATIONS

In December last vear, His Excellency
Ahmed bin Suwaidan Al Balushi, Minister
of Posts, Telegraphs and Telephones,
announced the introduction of thee paging
syatern in the Sultanate. The posts and
telecommunications services have come a
Tong way in Omian sinee the first post office
was apened in Muscat in 1856, From thal
date until 1947, Indian postage stamps were
used Tor the sake of convenience. In 1948,
the British General Post Office was given
responsibality tor postal agencies i the Gall
region, and overprinted British stumps were
usid, Thee First Onmand postage: stamps wene
sued i 1966 when the Government ook
over the postal services. However, i spite
ol the Tt that the Sultanate has a postal
history of almost 150 vears, in 1970 there
whs still only one post office in existence,
which was in Muoscat. Outside Muoscat, the
conveyance of letters was entirely dependent
on the poodwill of ravellers.

Adter 1970, new post offices
incorporating the latest iechnical procedures
began 1o be established in several areas of
the Sultanate, so that by the end of 19491,
there were 77 main and branch post offices,
and arowid 40 postal distribution dgencies
throghout the Sultanate. By the end of the
dih Five-Year-Plan ( 1991-96) a lurther 34
post ollices will be built and functionimg,
Maobile post offices, which were oniginally
alloeated 1o heavily populated arcas, have
since been replaced by permanent post
alfices,

e rapid development of the Sultanate
over the pasi 22 vears has been reflected in
the massive increase in the turnover of leétters
and parcels. In 1971, the total of incoming
and outzoing letters wis shout seven and i
b milliom . Corrently, manl volume varies
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volume is expected o ncrease by 3% 1o 5%
annually due o the rise i the population, A
comparable merease 15 reflected in the
number of parcels, A fleet of vehicles now
moves post rapidly between Muoscat and the
provinees, Datapost, the express miil
service, manned by specially tramed stall for
Fast and reliable postal handling, was
introduced in 1985, At Fest limited (o the
Muscat arem, 1t his now been extended 1o all
thee main centres of population,

The Mimstry has established direct mail
despatch links with more than 37 countries.
This 15 in addition to those Oman has with
almost every country through the exchange
olfices. There are now nearly 34,000 private
post baxes in the country

A home delivery service 15 being planned
for implementation in the not-too-distant
futwre. Delivery of mail 1o the mone remote
regions, such as the Musandam and the
olfshore islands, 15 carried out by the
domestic airline. Manl for the Al Halaniya
{kura Muriay slands 15 delivered via the
central Post O Tice in Salulah

A postal iraming centre has been set up in
Muscat, where T Omanis have already
been wamed . Cthers are sent abroad for
spectlised trmning. 10is expected that $5%
Omanisation will have been achieved by the
end af this year

TELECOMMUNICATIONS

The General Telecommunications
Orgamsaton (GTO). meorporated in the
Ministry, was established by Roval Decree
i 1980 as a fully-owned Government entity,
and 1s now self-financing. Duning 1984/5, a
new Telecommuonications Centre was
constructed at Bait Al Falaj near Muscit,
and 12 digital exchanges were
commissioned in the Muscat area, GTO s
eyuipped capacity rose from 300 lines in
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1970 w0 158,000 by the end of last year, At
the same time, three digital exchanges were
commissioned in Saladah, increasing
capacity for this region to nearly 15,000,
Subsequently, expansion has continued with
projects covering the Interior (centred on
Nizwa, Ibri, lbra, and Sur), Buraimi,
Masirah, the Musandam Penimsuli, and
Batinah coast region. Public payphones were
introduced in 1980, and cardphones in 1986,

The progress of the relecommunications
sector in the Sultanate is reflected in both the
duahity of the services provided, and the
guantity of subseribers served. The GTO not
only provides a modern telephone service,
but also employs the latest technologies
offered by the global telecommunications
industry. The result is that GTO subscribers
theowzhout the Sultanate enpoy a multitude
of facilities winch muke calling next door —
or around the world — easier and faster than
ever belore,

When expanding the network, the GTO
was fortunate in that digital
telecommumications technology had recently
become available. This technology and a
cirelully selected equipment architecture,
enable GTO toemploy systems best suited 1o
serving both urban and remote areas,

In May 1985, a mobile cellular telephone
exchange with a capacity for 4,500 lines was
mstalled, along with a number of radio-base
stations in Muscut, Dhofar, and other parts
af the Sullanate. This service 1s widely
appreciated by the public. It s also used m
various applications, such as the provision of
public telephones using the mobile telephane
netwaork, Among GTO s notable recent
achievements is bringing to some of the
Sultanate's remote villages the capacity o
contact other areas by the installation of
speclly converted cardphones hinked 1o thi
mobile elephone system network

Last year, GTO completed several

impaortant projects. The year began with the
ntroduction of a new orgamsatonal
structure to reflect and respond 1o the
expansion and development that has taken
place in the communications network, lts
external system was expanded during the
year into the various regions of the Sultanate
to meet the growing number of applications
for telephone services, By the end of 1991,
the exchanges had an increased capacity of
96 over that at the end of the previous year,
New exchanges were set up during the year
Lo cope with the increased demand. GTO s
continuing to increase the number of its
public telephones, following the proven
siccess of the existing ones. At the end of
1991, there were 1,170 public lelephones,
253 conn-operated, and 917 card-operated.
Card-operated public telephones have
recently been installed in some buses,
Charges on international calls were reduced
substantially in November lnst vear, ani
charges were also reduced for car-phones. A
unigue new paging system was introduced
by GTO in December 1991 1o cover the
Muscat area in its first stage. During this
vear, it will be extended to the Batinah
region. Dhofar, Buraimi, Nizwa, b, and
Sur. The service will be made pvailable to all
other regions in 1993,

In 1975 international communications
were upgraded when a standard *A” Satellite
Earth Station was erected at Al-Ameerat
which has operated via Intelsat above the
Indian Ocean and with Arabsat since 1986,
In order to improve these services further, a
new carth station 15 under construction in
Ibr1. which will operate via the international
satellite Intelsat stationed over the Atlantic
Okean,

In 1977, GTO established a training
centre which, after several moves, is now
located in Ruwi. GTO is intensively engaged
in the Omamisation of is workforce, with the
immediate aim of achieving a tarpet of BO%,



At the tme of the accession of His
Majesty Sultan Qaboos in July 1970, there
were only three boys’ schools in the whole
of the Sultanate: in Muscat, Muiteab, and
Salalah in the south, There were no girls’
schools. Those for boys had a total of 9049
students. Apart from that, there were only
Koranic schools, in the towns and villages,
which could provide any proficiency in
reading and writing, and these were often
held under the shelter of trees. Before 1970,
ambitious voung Omanis who wanted 4
modern education and training had o go
abroud ilegally and seek i living outside
Ohman as there was no potential for their
skills withan the country. It was clear
therefore that, us well as health services,
education needed high priority in the
development plans of the country. So greal
wits the public demand for education, that in
the carly stages schools had 1o be set up in
tents, and clusses held in shifts, There was
also a total lack of qualified and experienced
teachers. Large numbers had to be recruited
from other Arabic-speaking countries such
as Egypt, Jordan, and Sudan. Although
priority had of necessity to be given to the
children, there was also a pressing demand
lor adult education. Texthooks had to be
compited and published, curriculy
formulated, and examination standards set.

Primary school education in Oman
normially starts at the age of six years. On
passing the examination at sixth primary
grade, penerally between the ages of twelye
and fourteen, the pupil progresses to the
prepatatory school, Students passing the
general preparatory certificate examination
are then admitted to the first grade of
secondary schools between the ages of
fifteen and seventeen. Here, they are
selected for the approprizte type of
secondary education in accordance with the

L4t

Now. of course, with the opening of (he
Sultan Qaboos University m 1986, it is
possible for students to go on from
secondary education to advanced training
and quahfications in their own country at the
University and other mstitutions of
specialised training.

At the beginning of 1992, there was a total
of 823 schools for general education 1o the
Sultanate, with 387,289 students (boys and
girls). This consists of 381 primary schoals
with 272,068 pupils, 359 preparatory
schools with 84,128 students, and 83
secondary schools with 31,092 students, In
addion to general education, there are also
other types of education, namely: seven
Ishumie preparatory institutes in the mosques
with 566 students, and one lslaic
secondary institute with 264 students;
technical education consisting of one
commercial secondary school with 359
students, one industrial secondary school
with 163 students, and one agriculural
secondary institute with |46 students,

FRAINING OF OMANI TEACHERS

L the First vears of educational
development, nearly all the teachers were
expatriate Arabs. The first Teacher Training
Institute started courses for Omanis in 1977
In 1984/85, the male and female Teacher
Truimng Institute system was abolished and
its place was taken by the Intermediaic
Colleges. There are currently eigh
Intermediate Teacher Training Colleges in
the Sultanate, of which five are for males
and three for females, Currently there are
L.610 male and 1,213 female students at the
collepes. With the opening of three new
Teacher Training Colleges in Sohar, Nizwa,
and Ibri, the annual output of traned
teachers will increase considerably. A new
Teacher Traning College is 1o be built in
Ibea in the current Five Year Plan. An
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be set up to increase the numbers of Oman
teachers replacing foreigners, and at the
same time expand the educational network.
The proposed Institute is intended for
potential preparatory and secondary school
teachers, and will be established in
co-operation with the Sultan Qaboos
University. At the beginning of 1991, the
total number of teachers in the Sultanate was
15,187 of which 11,190 were expatriates,
but this year the educational system will
receive its first batch of graduates from the
Faculty of Education and Islamic Sciences at
the Sultan Qaboos University, From the
1992/93 academic year, these numbers will
b sugmented hy qualified graduates from
the Faculty of Science and the Arts.

Teaching of English has assumed
INCreasing importance in recenlt years,
particularly with the opening of the Sultan
Qabouos University, where the science-based
courses are conducted in the English
language. In 1987 the Ministry of Education
and Youth imitiated a major project in order
to achieve this objective. Responsibility for
supervising the various aspects of the project
wias given (o the Ministry's English
Language Teaching Department. The major
tocus during the lirst phase of the project has
been the development and production of
English language leaming materials which
are specially designed for the Omani school
system. These matenials have been produced
and printed entirely within the Sulianate, in
order that their content and quality is as high
and appropriate as possible, and also they
reflect Omani and lslamic cultire and the
social values which Omani pupils should
develop in order to become good citizens

In addition, this has enabled the system to
pravide some basic health and
environmental education through the
medium of English. Teacher-training is seen
as an essential part of the general aim of

148

and learming . In-service teacher truining
programmes are therefore integrated with all
phases of the matenals” development. All
teachers attend courses which expose them
to the philosophy underpinning the
materials, and which provide practical
demonstrations of the techmiques required.
There are additional programmes for Omani
teachers of English which provide both
language improvement and techniques, and
which wim to raise the general calibre of
these teachers.

SULTAN QABOOS UNIVERSITY

The crowning achievement of the
development of the educational system was
the opening of the Sultan Qaboos University
at Al Khodh outside Muscat in Seplember
[986. The University comprises six colleges
or faculties; Education and Islamic Sciences,
Science, Agriculture, Engmeering,
Medicine, and Arts. The students are
approximately equal in numbers between the
sexes, IUis anticipated that the University
will ultimately accept about 3,000 students
in the various faculties and specialisations

The support centres of the University
nclude the computer centre, the library
which contains advinced lechnology
information systems as well as printed
material, a language centre, a teaching
hospital, and a centre lor education
technology . The medium for instruction in
the University 1s Arabic, except for the
science-based courses, All students are, in
any cise, given comprehensive courses in
the English language

The University has a 500-bed teaching
hospital, built at a cost of RO 52 million,
with an establishment of over one thousand,
composed of 200 academic medical staff and
over 800 nursing support staff. Admission to
the hospital is by referral only. The hospital
has advanced diagnostic equipment, and






established, it was possible 1o devole
increasing attention to the broader aspects of
the traiming and uphringing of the youth of
the country, a prionity that has been
constantly reiterated by His Majesty Sultan
Qaboos, who presented the nation’s young
people with an Olympic-sized sports stadium
covering 44 hectares of land al Bausher near
Muscat, the main features of which are a
seating capacity for 35 (KK spectators and
facilities for more than twenty different
sports. Sporting activities are recognised as
playing a major role in the
character-building of the country's boys and
girls

In 982, the responsibility for supervision
of all youth affairs was entrusted to the
Ministry of Education and in 1986 its title
wis amended accordingly. In 1989 the
Higher Council for Youth approved an
mitegrated nattonal plan for expunding and
improving youth facilities, including
construction of sports and youth facilities,
support for the expansion of existing clubs as
well as for the organisation of national
sporting and recreational sctivities, to which
His Majesty personally donated half a
million Oman Rials. By u Roval Décres of
December 1991, Sports and Youth activities
were placed under a General Organisation
for Sports and Youth Activities, supervised
by the Council of Ministers,

This body will co-ordinate the
implementation of future programmes,
applying existing performance criteria and
precedents as mdicators of progress achieved
in its wark. 1t will also draw up appropriate
annual plans to ensure that 1ts operations
function smoothly, effectively and
efficiently,

During the last four vears, youth centres
haye been completed at Sohar and Salalah,
and under the current Five- Year-Plan
(1991-96) similar centres will be built in the
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Dhariya regions. There are altogether twenty
individual projects in the current Plan. The
fiest phase of the construction of 4 new
sports complex at Salalah was completed in
1991 and the second phase has been started
this year. In addition, preparations are being
mide for installing and expanding sports
facilities in a number of clubs and
constructing and equipping sports grounds in
schools.

Organised sporting activity now embraces
awide range It s an interesting fact that for
many years hockey was the only organised
sport played in Oman, long before football
was mtroduced. As Jong ago as 1914 it was
being played extensively, probably
ntroduced from India. Today, apart from
Epypt, Oman is the only Arab country in
which the game is popular. Other than
Egypt, Omani hockey teams have to go as
far as Malaysia for foreign fixtures, Hockey
15 mereasing its following i the country and
ice hockey has recently been introduced, but
now foothall is undoubtedly the most
popular sport. Oman’s first participation in
the Gulf Soccer Cup was in 1974, and the
Oman Football Association was formed in
1983 The Sultanate has subsequently hosted
the Gulf Cup, and performed creditably in
the World Cup and the Asian Games, From a
humble beginning, athletics in Oman have
become very popular, and the country now
has an athlete who has achieved notable
international status, Mohammed bin Amor
Al Malki, who won the Asian Games 400
metre gold medal in Beijing in 1990, Other
popular organised sports in the Sultanate
nclude basketball, cycling, swimming,
equestrian sports, shooting, volleyball, and
handball,

Sport for the disabled is strongly
encouraged in Oman, and & team of Omam
paraplegic athletes participated in the World
Stoke Mandeville Wheelchair games in



The Boy Scowt maverment s enthusiasticaly supporied in Cman

19ET, andd then went on to the Seoul
Parslympics in 1988, They are planning to
participate in the Barcelona Paralympics in
September this year.

SCOUTING

Scouting plays an important part in
organised activities for boys and girls. The
Scouting movement was first introduced mito
Ohnun i 1948 at the Saidiyva sehool in
Muscat. Shortly afterwards, Scout packs
were formed in boys' sehools in Muttrah and
Salalah. In 1970, when many more schools
began to be opened, the number of Scoul
packs increased accordingly. At the same
time, Guiding was introduced for the first
time i the new girls” schoals. The National
Organisation for Scouts and Guides was
established by Roval Decree in 1975 with
the aim of inculeating young people with a
sense of service and of developing their
self-reliance, sense of responsibility and

public spirit. To this end, annual camps were
started the following year. In 1983, during
the National Day celebrations, His Majesty
the Sultan was installed as Chief Scout in
honeur of his support for the movement

Scouts and Guides are encouraged (o
participate in projects which aid society, one
of the most rewarding of which is the
urgansation of an annual course for the
handicapped under the auspices of the Oman
Natiwonal Committee for the Care of the
Handicapped. This s part of the State effort
to enable the hindicapped to undertake work
which will give them a secore and dignified
life and help muke o positive contribution to
soctety. These courses have been so
siecessiul that handicapped people from
other member States ol the AGCC are now
jorning them

The National Orgamsation for Scouts and
Crudes 1s keen o increase membership and
encourige the tormation of Scout and Gude



turtherance of this aim, the Organisation
provides these packs with uniforms, badges
and other requirements as well as with
leadership training and development
Statistics show that numbers are growing in
both sections of the movement, so that there
are now ahout 10 00 members,

Chman playved an active role at 32nd World
Scouts' Conference held in Paris in July
194}, which was attended by over | UK
scouts from 132 countries. The Sultanate's
Seouling movement won h|gh prise al the
19th Arab Scouts” Conference af the
International Arab Seouts' Centre in Cairo,
where there was an Omant pavilion with
shide shows and lectures.

In 1991, the Rover Scouts from the Sultan
Caboos University, logether with their
counterparts from the UAE University,
organised i summer camp in August in
Salalah to mark the Year of Industry. Part of

Junior scouts help at sammer camp
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and commercial data in association with the
Directorate-General of Commerce and
Industry in that region, In July this vear the
16th Summer Youth Camp was held at Nakl
in the Interior,

In February this year the fourth Ship for
World Youth called at Ming Qaboos, On
hoard were 185 yvoungsters including 20
Chmans, Apart from seeing places of interest
in the Sultanate, the youth groups visited the
Sultan Qaboos University, where they took
part in sports and cultural programmes.

HEALTH

AL the time of has aceession in July 1970,
His Majesty Sultan Qaboos gave the highest
pricrities 1o the health services and
education. At thut tme, there was only one
hospital in the whole of the Sultanate, run by
an Amerncan Mission in Mutirah, and thar
wis fee-paying. Apart from that, there were
a Tew climies scattered around the country,
mcluding one run by PDO i Tbed, There was
only one gualified Omand docter, who was
pracising outside the country unti] 1970,
when he returned to become the first
Mimster of Health, By 1992, there were 44
hospatals, 91 health centres, 3 maternity
centres, U6 preventive health centres and 5
rural mohile health centres i the Sultanate,
By 1991, the Ministry of Health had o total
af FET43 personnel, including 994 doctors
I on the personnel were medical siafl, of
whom 3% were Omanis, 32% of all staft
were Chimamis. Today , over 0% of the
populition 15 covered by the Mnistry's
health services, there are hospitals n all
muagor centres of population and more are o
b constructed under the current
Five-Year-Plan,

In 1970, trachoma, dysentry,
tuberculosis, and malaria were rife as a
result of a luck of basic hygiene, The
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mortality rate, especially among children,
was very lugh owing 1o the almost total
ahsence of medical Facilites, Epidemics of
diseases such as influenza and measles were
aseourge o whale communities,
particularly the bedu tribes. Now, such is the
tmportance given to health, that when
Hinancial constraints on public spending had
to be imposed as a result of the collapse of
waorld oil prices in 1986, the Health Service
wits varhally unaffected,

Prevention 1s regarded as of paramount
importance by the Health Service. Great
strides have been made in child
mmunisation. Under the expanded
immunisation programme, 95% of children
below one year of age were immunised last
year agnst dipthenia, whooping cough,
letanus, polio, measles and tuberculosis, In
the case of polio, the incidence was steadily
reduced during the period 1982 to 1987, bt
i 1988 there was an unexplained outbreak

when |17 acute cases were reported.
However, only three cases huve been
reporied since 1988, and the health
authorities are confident that the disease will
have been completely eradicated by 1995
The Health Ministry recently announced
plans o achieve 95% control of measles and
elimination of neo-natal tetanus by 1995,
The number of cases of measles has now
dropped to around 400 4 year, compared
with more than 40,000 ten vears ago. There
hias ot been a single case of neo-natal
letanus reparted i the Sultanate during the
PAst Iwar yedars

The Sultanate's achievement in the field
of immunisation was highly praised by a
Warld Health Organisation meeting in June
last vear

One of the successes of the Department of
Preventive Medicine in the Ministry of
Health has been the prevention of blindness
progeamme, launched to combat trachoma,



Blhindness unless treated, and which used 1o
D rife in villages in northem Cman,
aftecting children al an early age. The
programme identifies victims through
comprehensive school and community-based
sereening programimes. Steady progress i
being made towards the eventual eradication
aof this disease, In the first six years of the
Eye Health Care Programme, the prevalence
af muld trachoma fell from 35% to only 10%
in the community and from 32% to 8% in
schoolchildren, Moderate and severe
trachorma have also fallen in the community
from 10% in 1984 o 7% in 1990, and in
schoolchildren from 9% to 3% over the same
periond

Due 1o its geographical position and
climate, Orman s valnerable o maliria,
particularly following heavy rains, and the
Ministry therefore regards the campaign
against this disease as an important aspect of
its work and responsibilites. Malaria is one
of the few health problems remaining in
Oman. The provision of water supphes and
agricultural development in rural areas has
encouraged the breeding of the
malaria-bearing anopheles mosquitoes, and
henee brought an inereased risk of the
disease, Intensive spraving campaigns by the
Malaria Control Department, in co-operation
with the World Health Organisation, have
cradicated or greatly reduced the incidence
ol this disease in the main towns and cities,
and the cases brought to hospital have fallen
considerably in recent years. However, in
e countryside and the main agricaltural
areas, the preventive campaign is still being
pursued, and there aré nine malaria control
centres operating throughout the
countryside, As part of the Ministry s plan to
eradicate all diseases, a nationwide project
to defeat malaria has been executed in the
gastemn region. This will be implemented in
the rest of the Sultanate's regions later.

| 5y

becn prevalent in the past, particularly
armongst the three and four vear-olds, and
this 15 a problem which s now being
energetically tackled. Investigations have
indicated that about 15% of children of
pre-sehool age have been suffering from
malnutrition due (o a Lack of a protein energy
diet,

It appears that one of the major causes is
“junk food’. To counter this problem, the
Ministry of Health introduced a children’s
fealth card in 19940 which records the growth
of the child in such a way that any level of
malnutrition will immediately be obvious.

In the first years of its renaissance, Cman
was totally dependent on expatniate doctors
and nurses to staft the hospitals, and
generally run the Health Service. In 1990,
nine doctors were sent abroad to obtain
fellowship and PhDD certificates in various
specialisations. Now, with the establishment
ol the Medical College of the Sultan Qaboos
University, Oman will shortly be providing
maore of its own doctors, in addition w those
who have been sent abroad for training.

The first Omani nursing school was
opened in 1971, und this responsibility was
subsequently taken over by the Institute of
Health Seiences in Wattayeh, which apened
in 1982, To speed up Omamsation in health
establishments, the Ministry has set up five
general nursing institutes in Salalah, Sur,
Nizwa, Ibri, and Sohar, Graduates of
secondary schools study there for three
years. Then they obtain diplomas and get
jobs in health establishments in the country.
The Ministry has also set up bwo more
institutes with a vanety of specialisations:
the Crman Institute of Public Health, and the
Assistant Pharmacists Institute, These work
with the Institute of Health Sciences in
Wattayeh, The Institute of Health Sciences
also trains sanitary assistants and other
para-medical staff as well as running courses
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The Rayal Hospital at Ghubrah

in physotherapy, laboratory work and
radiology. The Institute 15 currently under
expansion at a cost of one mithon Cmani
rials, which will enable it to double its intake
of students.

The jewel of the Health Service is the
superbly equipped Roval Hospital, which
was opened by His Majesty Sultan Qaboos
n Y87, This was a gl from His Magesty 1o
his peaple, The hospital provides the people
of Crman with the very latest in sophisticated
health care, 1 has 630 beds, including 30
special-care baby units, and a large modemn
accident and emergency department, [ts
chnical departments mclude obstetrics,
gynaccalogy, medical and surgical
paediatrics, general surgery,
nephro-urology, general medicine,
carchology, gustroenterology,
endoctiinelogy und orthopaedics, The
hospital also has comprehensive
radiodiagnostic, pathology, physiotherapy

and rehabilitation supporting services, There
15 also an open-heart surgery unit where the
first successtul open-heart operation was
carried out on a1 2-year old child in
December 1Y)

It is expected that the umit will operate on
abowt 250 cases a vear, and eventually
increase o SO0 cases a year

In the Muscat area, the 1bn Sina hospital,
opened in 1983, with 60 beds, specialises in
pevohiatric medicine, while the Al Nahda
hospital concentrates on dermatology,
ophthalmology and ENT, i addition
possessing a comprehensive dental umt. The
Khoula hospital has 365 beds for general
surgery, neuro-surgery, plasie surgery,
burns, obstetnes and gynaecology,
orthopaedics, intensive care and day care,

Medical services in four major hospitals in
Sumail, Bahla, Tanam, and Thra have
recently been expanded. In May 1991, the
first knee-cap surgery was carmed out n the
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Khoula hospital, Alsoin 1991, work began
on several health projects costing nearly RO
7 million, part of Oman’s expenditune on
lurther development of health services
during the period of the 4th Five-Year-Plan
In October 1991, work began on the
construction of a new hospital in Buraimi
with 100 Beds, and costing RO 8.4 million
Work has also commenced on the
construction of a new hospital in Rostag with
200 beds. The hospital will replace one
which wall now be used as a reference
hospital for the region, Another importan
project which was started in 1991, was the
Royal Hospital Polychnie, located opposite
the hospital. It will be completed by October
this sear, and will replace all outpatients
climes ai the Royal Hospatal, The Ryl
Hospital can then concentrate on dealing
with complicated cases which require
advanced specialised eare. Thi Polyclimic
will hve outpatient clinies for children,

wortnen and men, n addinon o eve and ENT
climies, The complex will also include o
specialist chinic, dagnostic X-ray rooms,
Lirge medical laboratory, and other services
H“"-'h H B I'-'h-ll'f'l'!-'!':.'}' and stores.

I September 1991, construction work
hegan on the Musannah Polyelinic, and will
lake a year o complete, Work is alsain
progress on the construction of a Polyvehme
at Birka. Bids have been invited for the
construction ol o new hospital at Tanam near
Thrr, Waork is due o be completed this year
on exlensions o the Institute of Health
Services in Wattaveh and health centres at
Al-Aan, Al-Hagr, Shinas and Sowaig

Another recent advance was the
mitroduction of a Natonal Diabetes
Programme to plan, monitar and evaluale
diabetes treatment and prevention. The
programme has prepared educational
matennal und underaken a nation:l
community-based survey 1o assess the



Lhe survey nas revealed that & st ol the
adult Chmani population are suffenng rom
diabetes, and over one fifth of the wotal
population hive a real or potential diabetic
problem. Diabeles is most prevalent
amongst the elderly, and is almost certunly
anegative by-product of a rapid nse in the
standard of living, resulting in increased
longevity and also, in many cases, an
unhulanced diel

The recently instituted National Women
and Child Care Plan will pay special
attention to the needs of handicapped
children. Thi aim is not only o care for
them, but also to prevent handicaps,

Mursing 15 fa the highes! standards g1 the
Royal Hospilal

and education. The eventual goal s to

rehabilitate these children by providing jobs

when they become adults. The Plan is a join
programme of the Ministnies of Health,

Education, Information, Justice, Awqaf and

Islarme Affairs, Interior, Regional

Municipalities and Environment, Muscal

Muricipality, Oman Women's Association,

PAMAP, Oman Chamber of Commerce and

Industry, Sultan Qaboos University, WHO

and UNICEF. The programme 15

coordinated by the Ministry of Health,

During the 4th Five-Year-Plan ( 199]1-96),
the Ministry of Health intends to carry out
the following improvements in the Health

Service:-

| Todevelop regional hospitals in ¢ach of
the eight health regions, which will
provide specialist in-patient and
out-patient services at a regional level,
similar to that currently given by the
spectalist hospituls of Muscat and
Salulah. The regional hospital in Salalah
is also being further expanded by 150
beds to provide a total of 450 beds

2 Toestablish a specialist hospital for
ophthalmology which will act as o
nutional referral hospital, Also w extend
the existing psychiatric hospital by an
addirional 200 beds, and provide
improved cquipment and facilines w
meet modermn specialist psychiatrc
requirenients,

U Toestablish polyclinics in both Museat
and other regions, in order to priovide a
combination of primary care and
specialist outpatient services.

4 To renovate and, in some mstnces,
totally rebuild the older hospitals

5 Toestablish permanent health centres in
several areas currently served by mohile
health units

6 To provide health centres in remote areas
with beds Tor maternity delivery



HOUSING

Housing s one of the top prionties ol the
Giovernment of His Majesty Sultan Qaboos,
Owian is thus one of the few countries of the
world with a well-defined housing policy for
its citizens; in the words of the Housing
Minister, Malik bin Suleiman bin Said Al
Mit"amiri: *“borne by its belief that people
should live in comfortable houses if they are
o be productive and creative””. The
Government also has msisted from the start
af housing development, 22 years ago, that
it should be constmcied according to
well-studied plans and ma traditional yet
mudern style, thus conforming with the
podicy of preserving Omani culture while, at
the same time, offering the benefits of
modern Facilities (o Omani citizens.

Consideration has had to be given to the
impravement of existing housing throughout
the country, which was ofien overcrowded,

inadequalte, and unhygienme. From the
outset, there has been close co-nperation
between the various Ministries and
Departments concerned, and particular
emphasis has been given (o the provision of
housing for the lower income groups.
Onginally, housing was the responsibility
ol the Ministry of Lands and Municipal
Adfairs, but, at the end of 1984, 4 Royal
Decree was issued setting up a Ministry of
Housing to fulfil these functions. The
Mimsiry, at present situated in Ruwi, 15
shartly to be maved toa new builiding,
currently under construction, in
Al-Khuwair, where it will be adjacent to
ither Ministrics with which it works closely.
A modest start was made in housing
construction in 1973 when 73 houses were
completed. The rate of construction after
that was increased rapidly so that by the end
of the Third Five-year-Plan in 1990, 7,754
houses had been completed. Anapplicant for

Modern housing by the sea,



conditions; -

I He must be of Cimani nationality by
birth, ar hive been naturalised for at
least three years before making the
application;

2 He must not be less than 21 years of age,
and nol more thin 50 vears of age, unless
it 15 established that he is the family's
sole provider;

T Hee must pot he o participant in any other
seheme in the Sultinate which entitles or
enables him to buld, purchase, or obtain
housing, and he must not have obtained
housing through any other scheme
aperating in the country,

4 He must not be the sole owner of any
other dwelling;

5 He must be a citizen of the wilayat or
povernorate in which the dwelling 15
loweqred,

i His income must not be in excess of
RO 000 per annum;

7 He must not have been granted land for
housing by the State.

During 1991, the first year of the Fourth
Five-Year-Plan ( 1991-96), o wotal of 402
social dwellings were distributed 1o
members of the public i all regions of the
Sultanate. Under the Soctal Housing
Scheme, the Government provides the
infrasiructure such ns roads, water, and
electricity, while the residents pay only a
monthly instalment of RO2S towards the
cost of the house. The average cost of each
dwelling works out at ROT4,000 10 RO
16 000, Orriin has the goal of providing
adequate housing for all, by the year 2000,
To meer this target, stratepies and palicies
for housing have been prepared for
implementation during the current Fourth
Five-Year-Plan.

A part of the programme for providing
howses for Bmilies with lmited incomes, the
Ohman Housing Bank — a joint stock
162

activity 1s concentrated manly on grantng
loans to nationals for the purpose of
construction, purchase, improving, and
adding to residential properties, and for the
purchase and completion of unfinished
houses. Persons with monthly incomes of
between RO131 and RO2Z50 may obtain
interest-free loans up to a maximum of
RO15.000 tw enable them to build modern
housing for themselves, and non-repayable
grants of up to RO6,000 are available to
citizens whose monthly incomie does not
exceed RO 130, The loans regulations are
flexible enough to enable families 1o build
suitable residences in approved locations in
the style that suits them. A citizen who is
unable (o gequire housing on the grounds
that he has already obtained a plot of housing
land, can now obtain an imterest-free loan to
enable him 1o build a residence on his land.
The response to these new regulations has
heen very good,

The Ministry of Housing has been drafting
anew law to regulate land use, strengthen
land registration procedures, and redefine
landowners' rights. Reconsideration is being
given to make ownership organisation more
comprehensive regarding the number of lots
nationals may acquire and for what use,

The Mimstry also deals with land registry
and estate proprietorship protection. By the
beginning of 1991, the Real Estate Register
Secretariat had opened hranches i afl the
housing directorates tirenable members of
the public to complete their business with the
secretariat without having to travel to
Museat, A new Ministerial decision, issued
in 1991, fixed the fees for every category of
registration, The Secretariat's branches

throughout the Sultanate — meluding

Muscal and Dholar Governorales — issue
approsinuately 2000 deeds of ownership per
month. The ultimate am s to register all
owned land i the Sultanate, This should



architecture

result in stability in land ownership nghts,
and, consequently, in social stability, This
should encourage investment, development
and economic growth,

O of the tasks of the Mimstry of
Housing is to restore and improve old and
dilapidated houses, through the Housing
Assistance Programme. By means of this
programme, the Ministry s helping those
categories of nationals, who, owing to their
non-ehigihility, do not benefit from the
entitlemerits of the housing assistance
regulations or the Oman Bank's loan system
In pranting assistance, these regulations give
priority 1o heads of farmbhes which have
sutfered from natural disasters, and then o
families dependent on social security
incomes from the Ministry of Social Affairs,
an well as to those on limited incomes not
exceeding RO S0 per month, The assistance
15 given in the form of a grant from the State
up e a maxtmum of ROG. O1d existing
buildings can be particularly important

The Ciplomatic quarter, Qurm, All new bullding conforms to traditional standards of Gmani

historically from the point of view of the
national hertage, such as architectural
examples with special characteristics, These
are caretully preserved

To enable citizens living in the Wilayats
to complete their business elficiently and
casily, it has been essential to adopt
‘decentralisation’ policy, hence the Ministry
of Housing has set up Directorates of
Housing 1n the varous repions of the
Sultanate. In the Sharqiyah, Dircctorates
have beéen established in Sur, Thra, Al
Mudhaibi, Masirah, and the Ja'alan. In the
Batinah region, there are Directorates m Al
Musana’h and Sohar. In the Dhahirah region
at Burmmi and 1bri, and in the Dakhiliyah
region at Nizwa, with a Housing Office at
Sumail, and in the Musandam Governorate
at Khasab, with Housing Offices at Ba'ah
und Bukha. There is also a
Directorate-General of Housing in Dhofar,
The Drirectorates of Housing in the regions
contain land survey and planning sections
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admanistrative alfaes, os well as the Real
Estate Repister,

The Birectorates of Housing in the regions
hiave been given greater powers 1o
mnplement plans on the spat, prepare
surveys, and register properties in the Real
Estate Register. In this connection, their
technical and admmistrive apparitus his
been teinforced to enable them w provide
the public with proper services in their
regions and spare them problems that might
arise in their dealings with the Ministry,

In 1988, o Mimsterinl decision was 1ssued
to enable the Muscat Land Alfuars
Committee and the local commuttees in the
Wilayats 1o perform the roles designated For
them in the relevant laws and decrees. This
decision provides the regulations
implementing the formanon, prerogatives
and claims procedures for the Land AfTuirs
Committees and the Appeals Committees,

I'he Howusing Bank has approved a loan
Budger of ROTG million for 1992, For the
first time, loans are to be offered w
employees of the Ministry of Delence and
the Royal Oman Palice. During the period
from 1977 to the end of 1991, housing loans
worth nearly ROZ09 million have been
igsued to 14,455 people

Carclul planning is, of course, éssential in
lunl development for housing. Experts in the
Ministry of Housing are being given further
training in Uman and abroad, Two Oman
town planners were recently sent 1o the USA
Lo abtain muasters” deprees in this subject,
and twelve surveyors were also sent for a
three-month course. In-house courses on the
appheation of computers o planming have
been held. An exper from UNESCO has
conducted a course on the conservation and
replanning of old wwns in the Sultanate,
Keplanning of urban areas will cover Nizwa,
Buraimi, Ibni, Ihra, Sur, and Rostag.
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NATIONAL HERITAGE
AND CULTURE

The Ministry of National Heritage and
Culture gives particularly high priority to the
protection of Oman's hentage, including the
renovanon of histone buildings,
encouraging traditional crufis, establishing
musems and investigating archagological
siles, It also pives due attention o cultare
and recognises the role i plays m enriching
the thoughts of the Chmani citizen n the
midern ery — the era of His Majesty Sultan
Ouaboos bin Said,

e Ministry has achieved much in the
heritage area of s functions, It his



established moseums, such as the National
Museum, the Narral History Museum, and
the Children’s Museum, and recently the
Chmamid French Museum, which was opened
under the anspices of His Majesty Sultan
Caboos bin Said and the French President
Francois Mitterrand, This musewm conlains
i valumhle collection of documents, petures
antiques, handicrafls, model ships,
navigational equipment, and national
costumes of Cman and France. as well as
other exhibits expressing the lnstoncal
culturd! links that have existed between the
two countries since the beginning ol the 18th
century,

The Ministry's activities are not fimited 1o
msenis, [ also collects Oman

Bait Fransa, the Omani-Frenchmus
which was opened by Presi
during his State Visit this year.

mianuscripts and documents, which it prints
and publishes. 1t encourages traditional
Crmani erafts by purchasing them, holding
arts and crafts compettions, markening the
products and displaying them atexhibinons
held by the Ministey at home and abroad
The objective behind these activities 1510

merense production and ensure that these
orafts — the erafis of our fathers and
forelathiers — are passed on o the coming
FEnerations

Dhuring 1991, the Ministry renovited the
fort at Bidiyva, the old souk (market) ot
Nizwa and the fort at Khasab. It also traned
a number of Chmanis i renovation skills and
in :|_1|m..'i.;|iu!: fourtst infurmation about the

main forts already refurbished by the



Mirnsters and after semor officials accompanying His Majesty Saltan Qabaos on his ahnual
"Meat-the-Paopla' four visit the site of the Lost City af Ubar,

Minstry such as Jabrin, Nizwa, Nakhl and
Rostag Torts. In 1991, 50,000 tourists visited
these forts — an increase on previous years

Work has continued on archacological
sites. During the ‘excavation season” this
yvear in the Sultunate, a German
archaeological team has been searching for
antiquities in Samad Al Shaan, where
ancient copper mining and smelting sites and
settlements have been found dating from the
third millenium BC, There 15 also a joimnt
Franco/ltalian team working in Ras Al
Junaiz, and u British team al Ras Al Hadd in
the Sharqgiya region.

Ihe discovery of the ancient city of Iram
{Uhar) this year in the Governorate of
Dhotar in the south of Qman, %k north of
Salalab, was an archaeological event of
world-wide importance. The city of Iram is
mentioned m the Holy Koran as leam of the
columns . The discovery of this ety with its
5,000 year-old history, which was regarded

[ 656

a5 an important centre for the trade in
frankincense and other ancient merchandise,
wis of immense significance. The
merchandise nsed 1o be transported aeross
the desert to the markets of Alexandria and
Rame. In Iram the archacologists discovered
pottery vessels from the second mullenium
BC.

The discovery of lram establishes a Link
hetween the ancient Omani Empire and the
Roman Empire. Satellite photographs helped
in the discovery of the ancient city. which
has attracled the atention of numerous
international institutions involved in the
study of antiquities and the world cultural
heritage.

There s a continuing range of cultural
activities within the Sultanate and abroad,
such as lectures, symposia, exhibitions, and
cultural weeks, which have played a major
part n strengthening relations between the
Sultanate and Arab and non-Arab countries,
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flefth A view of g raditional Omani maills (reception roar, (Above) A maodel of a traditional
dhow being made by a craftsman. (Below) Supertr Qmani doors dilstrate Chrrtarny's anclat
cullural nehness.
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Durlrg the vear the Sultanate took part i
ey ook extiibitions in Asia and the Middie
East

and have made Oman's cultural heritage
known to the outside world.

The Sultanate took part i the Islamae
Book Exhibition in Brunei from the 7th 1o
17th May 1991, the Teheran International
Book Exhibition at the same time, the
Sharjah International Book Exhibition from
| 3th November to 25th November 1991, and
the Cairo Book Exhibition in January this
VEir,

In order to expand cultural co-operation
with the outside world, the Ministry, in July
1991, celebrated the tenth anniversary of the
arrivil of the vessel "Sohar” in the harbour ol
Kuang-Chou, China. An Omani cultural
week was held in China, comprising a fuli

programme of Omani cultural activities in
Beijing and Kuang-Chou. These included
folkloric artistic gatherings, a cultural
exhibition, an Omani book exhibition, and
cultural lectures and symposia. A Chinese
cultural week held in the Sultanate in
October 1991, included Chinese folkloric
gatherings and an exhibition of Chinese
pietures and handicrafts,

In pursuit of cultural exchanges between
Cyin and the putside world, a concert was
held in the Oman Hall of the Bustan Palace
Haotel on 19th June 1991, There was also an
exhibition of water-colours in January 1991,
and & concert in the Mimstry's anditorium al
Al Khuwair on 23rd February 1992,

An exhibition of photographs by the
famous British explorer, Wilfred Thesiger,
was held in October 1991, and an Austrian
cultural week in the same manth. In Apnl
19491, an Egyptian Boak Exhibition was
held, and a sympostum on the future of Arab
culture at the Bustan Palace Hotel from | 2th
to 14th October 1991, The Ministry also
held an exhibition at UNESCO's
headguarters in Paris in November 1991,
and took part in the Doha Art Exhibition in
Janoary 1991 and the Gull Children’s Art
Exhibition in December 1991 In February
this yeur, the Ministry held an Omani
Cultural Exhibition in The Hague under the
auspices of Sayyid Faisal bin Al bin Faisal
Al Said, the Mimster of National Heritage
and Culture, and Princess Margriet, sister of
the Queen of the Netherlands

The basic aim of all these activities is to
inform the world about the Sultanate's role
in, and substantial contnbution to, the
human cultural hertage, Another objective
is to maintain cultural links with Arab and
non-Arab countries, U“I'L'f 1o Increase
mirtual understanding between the peoples
of the world,



Twenty-two years after the accession of
His Majesty Sultan Quboos, it is difficult (o
envisage former sdministrative conditions
within the Sultanate, rudimentary as they
were, Hetore 1970, the Sultinate did not
hive a povernmental structure in the modern
sense. Indeed, some regions such as the
Musandam i the north, and the lands of the
Bani Bu Ali in the south-cast, were entirely
withoul uny regulated povernance,

At that time, only one Ministry had been
established — the Mimstry of the Intenor, It
wits called the Al-Dhakhiliya (Supervision
ol the Interior), and was responsible for
administering Interior affairs through the
Witlis — the regional governors appointed
by the Sultan. The Mimstry of the Interior
exercises the same responsibilities today.

The situation that existed up 10 1970
evilved from events following the death of
Sayyid Smid bin Sultan (Said the Grear) in
1856, and the subsequent division of the
Sultanate which separated the East African
possessions from Oman. The country,
deprived of the wealth eonanating from the
East African empire, withdrew into reclusive
iselation and internal division for more than
100 years, until s renmssance following the
accession of Hhs Magesty Sultan Qaboaos hin
Sad, who inspired the modern development
of his country,

His Majesty established o strong central
government o fay the foundations of
stability and secunity. This included the
mugor kask of re-establishing contral of the
Province of Dhofar, which is now
Governorate, and ending the conflict there
which was i serious problem at the time of
his accession. This was brought to a
successful conclusion by the end of 1975,
The country was opened up, internal and
external trade Mourished, good land and air
communications were developed, public and
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The Adiminisiration Centre at Haina,

social services became progressively
available, the benefits of modern technology
were harnessed, and the appropriate aspects
of development and progress were adopted.

The Ministry of the Interior fully
participated in this development process and
combined the best aspects of bath modern
admimistration and the traditonal systems.
The Sulenate 18 divided into seven main
planning regions, which are themselves
divided into wilayats (governorates) and
centres. These latter include the Governorate
of Muscat, which is administered by a
governor ot ministenal level.

There are also eight in Dhofar, which
come under the Governor of Dhofar, who is
also a Minister of State, and four in the
Musandam Governorate. Other wilayats
within the Sultanate are admimstered by the
Mimstry of the Interior,

One of the Ministry's notable successes
has been its ability (o maintain the traditional
links between the tribal authorities and the



wilavat admimistrations. The Shaikhs of the
tribes are responsible (o the Walis, who are
appointed by the Government to assume
responsibility for their regions. The Walis
consult with the Ministry of the Interior on
umportant matters affecting their wilayats,
and pass on Government policy received
through the Ministry (o the Sheikhs of the
tribes, which is then commumicated to the
public,

The Walis traditonally enjov the respect
of members of the public in view of the
direct ties that have historically linked them
together. They perform an important role in
supporting the development process through
thewr meetings and consultations with the
directors of government bodies, and through
their supervision of the progress of projects,
co-ordination of activities between the
different bodies in their wilayats, and their
chamrmanship of numerous local committees
concerned with developments — notably
their chairmanship of local mumcipal

committees. Their distinctive status enables
them o remove any obstacles that may stand
in thie way ol those projects. A democratic
institution soon o be introduced is the
revival of the Barzah, when the Wali will
hold monthly audiences in his wilayat

The progress achieved by the Ministry of
the Interior s not limited solely 1o the
administrative and orgamsational aspects,
Recent years have witnessed the introduction
of a number of development projects, the
most important of which has been the
construction of the General Diwan of the
Ministry, and admimstrative
aceommodation for the Walis, thus
providing an efficient structure from which
tovoperate. The Ministry has also been
provided with the most advanced equipment
to meet its requirements. 101 now
maintaining the momentum of 1ts progress
with plans designed 1o ensure that it will
continue worthily (o support the country’s
overall progress and development.



MUNICIPALITIES AND
ENVIRONMENT

The overall responsibility for all aspects
of municipal services and standards is
entrusied to the Mimistry of Regional
Municipalities and Environment which was
created in 1985 (Environment was included
i 1991) 1o replace the Directorate-General
of Rural Municipalities, which itself was
prt of the former Ministry of Land Affairs
and Municipalities. In addition to
maintaining the existing municipal services,
the Ministry is now entrusted with widening
and promoting these services, establishing
Local Municipal Committees, representing
Municipal Affairs at regional and
international conferences, establishing
tramning facilitics, and co-operating with
other povernment organs in carrying out
municipal functions effectively.

In 1990, the Minstry embarked on the
implementation of a comprehensive plan for
naming villages, streets and internal roads in
the various wiluyats, Municipal Committees
were formed to forward their suggestions
concerning the names while seeking the help
of scholars, histortans and other qualified
persons o preserve storical connections,
The project is due to be completed by the
end of this year,

Municipal Services include specialised
services such as environmental health,
public hygiene, ensuring that water and food
are healthy and safe to consume, mear
mspection, pest control, and generally
improving the quality of life, and ensuring
that the individual enjoys sate food, drink
and housing. The services also include the
removal of refuse and food condemned as
unfit for human consumption. Inspections of
food shops and emplovees have been
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number of inspectors 1s being increased and
the Ministry is conducting a number of stalf
traning courses. The stalT of veterinarians is
being expanded to ensure the rigorous
checks of animals before and after slaughter.

The Ministry continues to work for the
Omamisation of jobs by increasing the
number of training courses and upgrading
performance seandards of its staff, 5o as to
enable them to meet the responsibilities of
the posts that are targeted for Omanisation,
without sacrificing the efficiency needed for
the performance of their work. Personnel are
sent abroad for traming to such countries as
Egypt, Saudi Arabia, and Tunisia, for
courses in food hygiene, health and
samtation. Staff members also attend
seminars and conferences abroad on
environmental health and other subjects 1o
keep abreast of latest developments.

A “municipalities month’ is held annually
cach October when various events are
organised (o increase the awareness of the
people of the importance of cleanliness,
hygiene und the need for wholesome food,
The seventh Municipalities Month in 1991,
held under the slogan of “the removal of
evesores’, involved the cutting down and
removal of a quarter of a million dead date
palms and the demaolition and removal of
shacks and unsafe buildings, Trees were
planted and gardens created 1o increase the
number of “green’ areas,

Inevitably, in the early stages of the
Sultanate’s development, the emphasis was
on the coastul repions in both northerm and
southern Oman, where the greatest
concentrations of population are to be found.
Now the emphasis has been shifted to the
towns and villages of the Interor, both (o
bring them as fur as possible up to the
standards uchieved on the coasts, and to
encourage the inhabitants to remain where
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densely populated regions. A programme of
improvements and beantification is now
under way in the Interior. The Nizwa
beautification project is now in its fifth
phase, and the Buraimi beautification project
15 almost complete, Similar projects are
being planned for Rustag and Sur, At
Nizwa, separate souks (markets) are being
constructed For the retail and wholesale
trade, and 4 140 metre-long bridge is being
built over the wadi. The Ministry has also
taken a decision on further development and
beaut fication at Burpimi, Rustag, Sur, lbra,
Suwaiq, Musana'a, Al Qabil, Ibni, lzki, and
Hahla,

ENVIRONMENT

From the time of its inception in 1970, the
Government of His Majesty Sultan Qabois
has been keenly aware of the need to protect
the environment in all its aspects. The
Government has had one particular
achvantage in this respect, in that it has not
peen faced with the problem of rectifying the
ravages of industrialisation which had taken
place before that date. In the succeeding
vears, it has been possible o monitor closely
the progressive development of industrial
plants throughout the Sultanate, and control
any possible pollution of the environment.

The first law concerning environmental
aftairs was issued in 1974, This was
tollowed in ensuing vears by several other
decisions and laws designed 1o secure the
termitorial waters of the Sultanate

In 1979, the Council for Conservation of
the Environment and Prevention of Pollution
was established with His Majesty as
Chairman. In 1982, all the ordinances
covering the environment and prevention of
pollution were codified in one law. In 1984,
a further step was taken with the
establishment of the Ministry of the
Environment, which wis assigned the
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plan for the environment and the Law for the
Conservation of the Environment and
Prevention of Pollution, Last year, the
Ministry of the Environment was merged
with the Ministry of Regional Municipalities
with which its responsibilities were so
closely inter-related,

In October 199, a seven-year coastal
zone management project was completed in
response to the threat posed by rupid urban
development, This project, which covered
the entire 1,700 km-long coastline of the
Sultanate, involved detailed ecological
surveys of the coastal regions, the sea and
offshore islands, with the result that the
Sultanate has one of the most intensively
studied coastal environments in the world for
management purposes. The surveys were
undertaken to determine and map the
distribution of coastal and marine resources
ancd aetivaties, and to identily management
issues. All this information 1s logged into a
comprehensive computenised environmental
darabase.

The project has contributed much o
regional scientific knowledge through its
findings, including the discovery of new
species of fish and corals, new turtle nesting
and teeding areas, some of which are of
global importance, as well as bird breeding
and feeding sites. The plans emphasise the
special orgamisational and management
needs for nature conservation and recreation
arcas and identily eritical management
tssues. They also recommend specific
actions and responsibilities and the guidance
and control of coastal developments. The
coastal zone management plans complement
existing ones for land usage and policies.
They were prepured in full co-operation with
all comcemed Government authorities, and
have been submitted to the Ministry of
Regional Municipalities and Environment
which 15 charged with co-ordinating coastal
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and regional plans should help appropriate
development of the coastal zone. As a result
of this project, und its many findings and
recommendations, the Sultanate has a secure
basis from which 1o proceed with the
safeguarding of its valuable coastal
resources tor future generations of Omanis,

All progects launched in the country are
reguired 1o have o *No Environmental
Objection’ centificate from the Ministry. By
thus method the Ministry controls plans for
new industrial enterprises and other
structural projects. Before issuing such
certificates. the Ministry takes into account
possible environmental effects and the
necessity for using all possible means to
mimimise pollution caused by the emission
of waste products

I June 1989, on the day that an honour
was conferred on His Majesty at UNESCO’ s
headguarters i Pars, marking the climax of
a series of achievements that have brought
Oman to the prominent position it now
enjoys in the international environmeni
sphere, it was announced that His Majesty
was donating a prize to be granted every two
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Last year, the award was given Lo the
Mexican Institute for Environmental und
Natural Researches.

The Sultanate has been appointed o
member of the governing body of the UN
Environmental Protection Programme
{UNEP) tor the third time, and UNEP has
adopted o number of the Sultanate's
proposals on subjects such as a ban on
exporting waste to the developing countries,
and the need to ensure that it remains in the
countries that produced it. The Sultanate 15
also a participant in numerous specialised
international organisations and bodies,
including the World Union for the Protection
of Nature and Natural Resources.

The Sultanate gives a very high priority to
the conservation of QOman's rich flora and
fauna, This involves the protection of the
latter's habitats and breeding sites and
providing them with the proper conditions 1o
enable them to breed successfully. 'To this
end, the Ministry has set up wild-life
reserves, notably the sanctuary in the hddat
Al Harasis where the oryx breed in their own
environment after being wiped out in 1972




as aresolt of ilegal hunting. The laws
currently in force strictly forbid the huntinmg
of wild animals anywhere in the country,
and a number of areas have been set aside as




also been drawn up to protect the triles ar
Ras Al Hadd and Ras Al Ruwais in
conjunction with the Diwan of the Roval
Court and other Ministries,

A major transformation has taken place in
thie towns and villages of the Sultanate
during the past 21 years, A great part of this
derives from the co-operation between local
authorites and Mimistnes, and the
co-ordination of their efforts. An important
contribution has come from local
communities and mdividuals using their own
Initiative and effors in the improvement of
their environment. This is a process which
will continue to be encouraged in the vears
tovcome. The total ahsence of squalor, slums
and litter is immediately evident 1o the
observer, whether driving through the main
urbin areas, or travelling through the towns
and villages of the Interion

The Sultanate was an active participant at
the United Nations Conference on
Environment and Development held in
Brazil this year. In a written address to the
Conference, His Majesty the Sultan called
upon the world community at large (o
recopnise thil conservanon of the
enviranment was the responsibility of
everyone — i responsibility that knows no
political boundaries, und that all must
contribute his efforts to this responsibility
His Majesty particularly urped the
industrialised nations to court heedless
technological nvalry that directly
contributed to the dangers the world eeology
luced. He pledged Oman’s enerpetic efforts
1o play its part against pollution and in the
protection of the environmen.

His Majesty's Summit address was
honoured by UNESCO in being chosen as
the representative statement on behalf of the
Arab World. The address was sereened by
Y9 television networks world-wide,
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JUSTICE, AWQAF
& ISLAMIC AFFAIRS

[rspite of the great distances and wide
deserts which sepurate the Sultanate of
O from the Holy Clities of Mecea and
Medina, Oman was one of the first countries
to embrace slam dunng the litetime of the
Prophet, a faith to wiich it has staunchly
held over the ensuing centuries. 1slam is
therefore deeply influential in all aspects of
hife and society in the Sultanate. Under



[slam, religon and law are interwoven and
thus the Shara Law 15 the law of Oman, It
wits omly natural, therefore, that following
the accession of His Ma
the proce of religious affwirs and of the
Faw should be conducted by the same
Ministry. Consequently, the Ministry of
Justice, Awgal, and Istamic Affairs was
estublished.

The Ministry provides some of the most

ty Sultan Qaboos,

important social and rehigious services, and

¢ for évery citizen

who has sulfered imjury with regard (o his
person or his property, or o any of the nghts
guaranteed o him under the Islamic Shari’a
Law or Royal Deerees. As Tar as social work
is concerned, the Minstey provides religious
services, spirtual guidance in the form of
preachers and counsellors in the mosgues,
and the traming and appointment of lmams,
In addition. i tak e of the properties of
arphins and bequests for them, investing
them so that they produce the best possible
growth and returns. 1t also collects the zakat







andl distabutes it to those entitled toat,
teaches the Holy Koran, and looks after the
Wagl (plural Awqaf) properties.

It should be explamned that zakat s a
religious tax, orginally representing 5 or 10
per cent of earnings from the land. Today,
revenues from zakat go to the Ministry,
which organises zakat revenues and
expenditure. Awgal are donatons or
beguests toreligious foundations and
charities, which are also maintained and
regulated by the Ministry.

The Ministry is divided mto two main
sections, namely Justice and Awgqaf, and
Islamic Affairs. Each section is headed by an
Under-Secretary, who is responsible (o the
Minister for the running of his section,
which has its own prerogatives and
functions, Under the Justice section are the
Shar"a Courts, of which there are 45 i
Muscat and other principal towns in the
wiliyats, Each court has at least one judge
(egadi}, an assistant judge and his deputy,
with a team of clerks responsible for
documents and court records.

In the Shan’a courls, each judge is
responsible for hearing civil and criminal
cases filed by citizens agamst each other,
reaching judgements on and solutions o
disputes, and how to settle them. In Muscat
15 the Court of Appeal which considers
judgements by the Shairi’a Courts when
appeals are lodged against them, At the
highest level is the Compliants Committee 1o
which there 15 recourse by those who are
dissatishied by the judgements given at the
other two levels. Rulings given by the
Complaints Committee are final.

Studies at the Institute of Shan’a
Jurisprudence, Counsel and Guidance
consist of two stages, students who have
qualified for the Mosques' Preparatory
Certificate, or at an equivalent level,
undertake a general Shin'a course of three
vears' length. Those completing this stage

may continge to the specialisation stage,

Alternatively they may be appointed to

appropriate posts in the Shari’a Courts or the

Ministry. Students are aceepted for

specialisation in Shari"a jurisprudence if

they have attained o mintmum of 60% in the
examination af the previous stage. After
praduation, they are appointed as deputy

_iudgus Or o appropriate posts at the courts or

the Ministry . Students who wish o

specialise in Counsel and Guidance are

accepted for this if they have been successtul
in the final examination of the Shar'a
stuchies stage. Abler graduation they are
appointed to Counsel and Guidance posts as

Imams and Preachers

The Awqal and Islamic Affairs section of
the Ministry 15 responsible for-

I Spreading the teachings of the True
Iskamic Religion within the Sultanate
throwgh counsel, gudance and the
various media, and setting up 1slamic
cultural libraries,

2 Taking part in Islamic activities abroad
through organisations, conferences and
seminars, and exchanging visits with
members of the Tslamic community and
brotherly Arab States,

3 Making preparations for the Haj
{pilgrim ) season in coordmation with the
saudi authorities and relevant local
organisations,

4 Establishing, restoring, maintaining and
administening mosgues,

5 Orgamsing zakal revenues and
expenditure.

6 Overseeing and maintaining all types of
awqal, and endeavouring to increase
their revenues, develop them, and
regulate their affairs,

7 Taking charge of Bait Al Mal { Public
Treasury) properties, and setting rules
and regulations for maimtaming them and
developing their resources

A Lookimg after and mamtaming the
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them, implementing Shari’a court
decisions related to these bequests, and
the regulations dealing with them.

The Holy Koran schools are the basic
source for those wishing to absorb the
teachings of the Holy Koran and learn the
elements of reading and writing, especially
in the more remote areas, These schools, of
which there are currently 525 in the
Sultanate, played an important role in
training many generations before secular
modern schools became widespread, Today
they still play a vital role and attract numbers
of boys and girls each year. There are 541
teachers at these schools, including 37
counsellors in the remote regions, whose job
itis to teach children and older people
everything that they need to know about
their religion. The Ministry also operates
summer holiday centres throughout the
Sultanate for teaching the Holy Koran and to
ensure that students who study in the regular
schoods have aceess o Koranic studies when
the schools are in recess,

CIVIL SERVICE

The Ministry of Civil Service, established
i 1988, was a comparative latecomer in the
mstitutional development of the country.
However, it was the culmimation of a process
which started with the accession of His
Majesty Sultan Quboos. Before 1970 the
functions of Government were performed by
i small number of officials. No Civil Service
as such existed. As the development policy
mitiated by His Majesty Sultan Qaboos
procecded, the number of personnel
employed by the Government increased to
meet the needs of expansion, One of the
principal steps taken to establish a rational
system of organising the machinery of
Government was the enactment in 1975 of
the Law for the Organisation of the
Government Administrative Systen.
144

provide the expanded service with qualified

personnel, and (o implement the services

needed for the development of the nation.

The Law enacted in 1975 was replaced by a

new law in 1980,

Before the establishment of the Ministry
of Civil Service in 1988, personnel matters
were admunistered by the Estabhishments
Bureau under the guidance of the Civil
Service Commission. Among the functions
assigned to the new Ministry were the
recomimendation of Liws related o the Civil
Service, and the preparation of regulations
and standardised schedules, allowances and
grants and their referval to the Civil Service
Couneil; the implementation of the Jaws on
pensions and end-of-service benefits, and
the regulations relating to them; the
allocation of gradustes who have been on
scholarships or who have received study
prants and assistance i accordance with the
law on scholarships and study grants.

Another of the Ministry's principal
responsibilities is the allocation of graduates
and other qualified yvoung people to
Ministries and the private sector, according
tor their specialist qualifications and the
needs of employvers. An additional budget
has been provided for the Ministry by the
Giovernment, thereby enabling the disabled
tor be placed i employment.,

DPuring the past year, the following
progress has been achieved i the work of
the Ministry:

I The new Civil Service Law has been
subrmtted to the legislative authorities as
i prerequisite step for its issuance.

2 The redreafting of o new Pension Law is in
active progress, (Additional proivileges
for pensioners are one of the main aims ol
the new Law),

3 A pension fund authority and s
organisational structure, with a board of
directors has been established. Its man
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objective is o utilise the pensions
contributions and accumulated assels in
economical projects,

4 A special committee is preparing a five
vear traming plan for the whole service,

OMANISATION PLAN

The Omanisation Plan has been agreed,
and the sum of RO10 million was allotted to
the Mimstry for its implementation in the
1991-95 Development Budget. The
Ministry s Technical Office which wis
established for implementing the Plan, has
set ont systematic procedures for the
replacement of expatriates by Omanis in
conformity with the policy that such
replacements must be carried out withow
impainng the efficiency and productivity of
the Service.

[he guidelines for Omanisation are:
I Candidates for higher qualifications or

specialised training are 1o be selected by

soemme b ve exaninations

2 Those requiring tramng or education
abroad should be sent to reputable
institutes of leaming

1 The required academic gualifications or
relevant training in different fields of
specialisation are to be based on the job
description of the positions open to
Omanis on their successful completion of
their studies,

4 In some cases, trraming will be followed
by a period understudying the expatriate
betore mking over,

On these bases, post-graduate studies and
training courses have already commenced in
different fields of specialisation. In addition,
an Omanisation Plan has been approved for
the Ministry of Electrieity and Water. Its
ultimite aim is to Omanise 95% of its staff in
SIX years,

During the past year, training courses
have been started 10 accountancy,
commerce, executive and medical secretarial
studies. storckeeping, electronic



diploma courses in accountancy in Saudi
Arabia, Two hundred positions lor clerks,
accountants and typists in Ministries have
heen Omanised.

The Minisiry is to introduce a **position
classilication™” project. The object being (o
enthance the efficiency of the Civil Service
by applying a ritional scientific
classification system for career appointments
to the Service. The system will be in concert
with the educational system. It will ulso
replace the present system of fixing pay
structures on the basis of educational
qualifications only.

Continuing progress is being made in
computerising the Ministry, Training
courses are heing held for the staff. Officials
are also being tramed within the Ministry in
personnel management and related subjects,
to keep them abreast of contemporary fields
of specialisation appropriate to the
Ministry's requirements.

The Ministry has continued to execute its
major function of applying the Civil Service
Law and Regulations, providing
professional advice for Government
departments in orgamisational developments,
recruitment of graduates, manpower
planning. and the improvement of
administrative systems,

THE INSTITUTE OF PUBLIC
ADMINISTRATION

he Institute of Public Administration
(IPA) came into existence by Roval Decree
in 1977, During its first eleven years it came
under the Ministry of Roval Diwan Afiairs.
After the dissolution of thut Ministry, the
IPA was placed under the supervision of the
Ministry of National Heritage and Culture,
until the establishment of the Ministry of
Civil Service, which then absorbed it. Under
the provisions of Royal Degres 42090, the
Director General of the IPA is appointed by
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his supervision and the Board of Directors.
The Director General works closely with the
Miumnistry in preparing the national training
programme. He also prepares the peneral
plan for the research programme, as well as
the gencral administeative training
programme, for submission 1o the Board of
Directors.

Curtently the academic sections of the
IPA consist of the Departments of Personnel
Management, Local Administration,
Financial Management, Organisation and
Methods, Documentation and Publications,
English Language, Clerical Training,
Computers, and Research and Consultancy,

During the period 1989-90, the IPA
established a unique programme for training
sentor civil servants, including
Under-Secretaries and Directors General,
synchronised with the beginning of the
Fourth Five-Year Development Plan and the
Omanisation of the Civil Service, Over
1000 personnel are beng trained through
fifty different courses with a view to
revamping the Public Administration
System, and providing i more efficient and
productive Civil Service. The programme
also mcludes courses for improving the
proficiency of civil servants in the English
language. Last year, 39 training programmes
with 810 participants were completed,

During 1990-91, the IPA also responded
to the needs of the several public sector
organisations. Fifty programmes wepe
completed fast year with 1017 participants.
The most noteworthy among them were (wo
sympasiims Tor Under-Secretaries on
“Utihisation of Human Resources' and for
Directors General on ** Development of
Human Resourees. ™

Special emphasis has also been given to
providing long diploma courses in the fields
of accountancy and statistics — all part of
the continuous effort 1o enhance the



professional competence of Omanis in both {Above) Institute of Pubilc Adiminsiration
the privale and public sectors in order 1o computer operators. (Betow] A Vocahonal
Training nstituie — a carpentry class,

accelerate the pace of Omamsation
Among the varlous activities covered

during the past year; special mention must

be made of the six Ministry research projects
which have been completed. The importance
of this research o traimimg cannot be
over-emphasised in helping to solve
administrative problems g
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VOCATIONAL TRAINING AUTHORITY
In 1991 the Yocational Training Authoriy
wis setup us a separate entity (under the
Charmanship of the Depoty Prime Minister
tor Financial and Economice Affairs), having
previously been part of the Ministry ol
Labour and Vocational Training. The
Fducation and Vocatonal Training Council
was founded in 1978 with the aim of
developmg a national workforee 1o provide
the necessary skilled labour for the nationul
cconomy. Before 1970 there was only one
technical traming centre, originally
estiblished by PDO. The ultimate am s o
nchieve the Sultanate’s goal of replacing
expatriale with national manpower.

The Authority has now established
programmes based on what 15 known as
“regular training programmes” " and
“irregular training programmes ™. The
“regular training programmes” are run by
the Oman Technical Industrial College,
which comes under the Authority. and nine
Vouationul Trainmg Instituies situated m
Drarseit and Seeb in the Museut Governorate,
il Musanna 'gh and Suham in the Batinah
Region, Nizwa in the Dakhiliysh Region,
Ibri in the Dhaturah Region, Sur and Ibrain
the Shargiyah Region and Salulah i the
Dihoar Governonate,

In 1941 739 young Omanis became
stidents at the Institute — 429 students in
the technical stream and 310 in the
commercipl streum. During the cunent
academic year, 1991-92, it 15 expected that
approximately 445 students will graduate
from the different sections. which mclude
wecounnng, administration, secretaril,
mechanical, architectural drawing.
surveying, electricity, automubiles and
construction

The Oman Technical Industrinl College
aims to produce young people with technical
shills who can meet the labour market"s

needs for high-grade rechnical and
administrative personnel. During the
1991-92 academic year the College's intake
totalled 300 students {male and female).
Ower the coming vears this intake 18
expected 10 rise 1o S00 annually. 199215
cxpected to see the graduation of
approximately 195 students of both sexes,
Specinlisations aviilable at the Collepe
include technical subjects such as
computers, mathematics, chermstry,
clectricity, electronics, surveying, civil
engineering, and mechanical engineering.

The Vocational Training Authonty also
helps i training Omanis employed in the
private sector, by offering reductions on the
training fees paid by companies and private
establishments. This applies to training both
ut home and abroad.

The Vocational Traning Authority
believes that woren in Owmin have an
important role o play in serving their
community in every walk of life. Hence o
endeavours 1o tram wormen by providing
evemng courses i Arabic and English
typing, secretunal skills, computer skills and
utheer technical subjects at the Vocational
Traiming Institutes, as well s receiving their
share of training courses al private institutes.

The **irregular training programme”’
comprises evening courses held at the
Vocational Troming Institutes. During the
1991 academic year a total of 1,319 trumees
eriduted from Institutes and from courses
held al private training institutes, These
courses are held for employees and ire run
on i continuous basis, to provide them with
the opportunity 1o take up posts in privale
sector establishments. These courses cover a
wide runge of technical and admimsorative
fields including accounting. secretarial
skills, typing, computers, automohile
munntenance and repair, and glecircity,
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