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HM RECEIVES CABLE OF THANKS
MUSCAT: His Majesty Sultan Haitham bin Tarik has 
received a cable of thanks from King Hamad bin Issa AAl 
Khalifa of the Kingdom of Bahrain, in response to His
Majesty’s greetings cable on the occasion of his countrry’s
National Day. In the cable, King Hamad expressed his 
appreciation for His Majesty the Sultan’s heartfelt 
sentiments. He prayed to the Almighty Allah to protectt
His Majesty and grant him good health and wellbeing. 
King Hamad also prayed for the Omani people to
realise aspirations of further progress and prosperity 
under the wise leadership of His Majesty. — ONA

OMAN
Oman, Iran affirm to 
boost cooperation

2
Oman and Iran 
have underscored
the importance of 

consolidating cooperation and 
partnership in various fi elds,
such as economy, trade, energy, 
transport and tourism. >A3

MARKET
Treasury bills worth
OMR49.1mn issued

3
The Central Bank of Oman
(CBO) raised OMR49.1
million by a way of 

allotting treasury bills. The value
of the allotted treasury bills stood
at OMR3.1 million, for a maturity 
period of 28 days. >B1

OMAN
Oman Geological Heritage Exhibition opens

1
The fourth edition of Oman Geological Heritage Exhibition 
‘Sustainability and Job Opportunities’ opened at Al Hazm Fort 
in the Wilayat of Rustaq in the South Al Batinah Governorate

yesterday and will continue until the end of June 2025. >A2

T O P  T H R E E  I N S I D E  S T O R I E S

His Majesty sends
written message to 
Iranian President

Sayyid Theyazin chairs meeting to review 

Oman’s participation in Expo 2025 Osaka

TEHRAN: His Majesty Sultan
Haitham bin Tarik has sent a 
written message to President Dr.
Masoud Pezeshkian of the Islam-
ic Republic of Iran, dealing with
bilateral relations between the
two friendly countries and means
of upgrading them in all fi elds.

The message was delivered by 
Sayyid Badr Hamad Al Busaidi,
Foreign Minister, when Presi-
dent Pezeshkian received him
in Tehran yesterday. During the

meeting, Sayyid Badr conveyed 
His Majesty’s greetings and 
wishes of good health and hap-
piness to the Iranian President, 
along with His Majesty’s wishes 
of progress and prosperity for the 
friendly people of Iran.

President Pezeshkian asked 
Sayyid Badr to convey his greet-
ings and best wishes to His Maj-
esty the Sultan. He also wished 
the people of Oman further pro-
gress and prosperity. — ONA

MUSCAT: HH Sayyid Theyazin
bin Haitham Al Said, Minister of 
Culture, Sports and Youth, chaired
the meeting of the main com-
mittee tasked with the Sultanate
of Oman’s participation in Expo
2025 Osaka, in Japan.

In its meeting, held in Mus-
cat yesterday, the committee re-
viewed the latest preparations for
the Sultanate of Oman’s participa-
tion in the global forum, including 
the readiness of the pavilion, now
in its fi nal stages of construc-
tion, and the start of experimen-
tal activities therein. HH Sayyid
Theyazin, Chairman of the Main
Committee, valued the eff orts
made by the Committee and the
Commission for the readiness
of the pavilion. He stressed that
Oman’s participation in the glob-
al event should refl ect the coun-
try’s unique status among the
countries of the world.

Sixteen agreements were signed
by the Commission to support the
Sultanate of Oman’s pavilion. The
signing ceremony was attended by 
the Main Committee and CEOs of 
the supporting establishments and
companies, including St. Regis Al
Mouj Muscat Resort.

Sayyid Said bin Sultan Al Bu-
saidi, Commissioner General of 
the Sultanate of Oman Pavilion
at Expo 2025 Osaka, signed the
agreements in the presence of rep-

resentatives of Oman Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry (OCCI), 
the Authority for Small and Me-
dium Enterprises Development 
(ASMED), Oman Environmen-
tal Services Holding Company 
(Be’ah), ITHCA Group and Onsor 
Technologies LLC, in addition to 
representatives of other compa-
nies and public and private sector 
establishments.

The meeting included a visual 

presentation about Oman’s prepa-
rations for Expo 2025 Osaka and 
the design of the pavilion.

During the event, a briefi ng was 
given about various aspects of co-
operation between Oman and Ja-
pan and the rights and privileges 
that will be granted to the support-
ing establishments and companies 
during the Sultanate of Oman’s 
participation in Expo Osaka 2025.

Expo 2025 Osaka is hosted 

by the Japanese city of Osaka 
under the slogan “Designing Fu-
ture Society for Our Lives.”. It is
scheduled to take place from 13
April to 13 October 2025 on the
Island of Yumeshima in Osaka 
Bay. The global event brings to-
gether different countries that
will together celebrate innova-
tion and technological advance-
ments and discuss solutions to
global challenges. — ONA

B I L A T E R A L  R E L A T I O N S G L O B A L  E V E N T

OMAN EYE SPOT IN GULF CUP FINAL

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Oman’s national 
football team, led by head coach 
Rasheed Jaber, stands on the cusp 
of second successive fi nal as they 
gear up to face Saudi Arabia in the 
semi-fi nals of the 26th Arabian 
Gulf Cup on Tuesday at Jaber Al-
Ahmad International Stadium in 
Kuwait City.

With the match scheduled for 
6:30pm Oman time, the Red War-
riors are determined to secure 
their place in the fi nal and take an-
other step towards their third Gulf 
Cup title.  Oman lost to Iraq in the 
2023 edition and have been win-
ners in 2009 and 2017-18 editions.

Speaking at the pre-match 

press conference on Monday, 
Jaber exuded confi dence in his 
team’s ability to rise to the occa-
sion despite injury setbacks and 
key absences.

“We are ready for this crucial 
match against Saudi Arabia, a 
team with a strong footballing 
pedigree,” he said.

“Our focus is clear – to qualify 
for the fi nal. Matches like these 
are decided by the smallest details, 
and my players must show concen-
tration and be mentally present 
from the fi rst to the fi nal whistle.” 

Oman’s journey to the semi-
fi nals has been marked by resil-
ience. The team fi nished atop 
Group A, securing a 2-1 win 

against Qatar and hard-fought
1-1 draws against both Kuwait
and the UAE. Remarkably, Oman
came from behind in each of these
games, showcasing their grit and
determination. 

Jaber acknowledged the chal-
lenges posed by absences, includ-
ing those of Amjad Al Harthi,
Salah Al Yahyaei, and Mohammed
Al Musalami.

However, he stressed the 
strength of the team as a cohe-
sive unit.

“While absences are always 
signifi cant, we trust every player
in the squad. We play as a system,
and our players are prepared to
step up. Big games like these are

not new to us, and the team is used
to performing under pressure in
front of large crowds,” he added. 

Captain Faiz Al Rusheidi ech-
oed his coach’s sentiments, under-
scoring the team’s readiness and
belief in their capabilities. “This
is a challenging match, but we’ve
proven ourselves in the group
stages. The players are ready to
give everything and make our na-
tion proud,” said Al Rusheidi.

Saudi Arabia, runners-up in
Group B, reached the semi-fi nal
with the tournament’s best at-
tacking record, scoring eight goals
in the group stage. While Herve
Renard’s side brings considerable
fi repower, Oman can take heart
from their recent Gulf Cup suc-
cess against the Green Falcons.

In the last edition of the tourna-
ment in Basra, Iraq, Oman defeat-
ed Saudi Arabia 2-1, a result that
still resonates within the squad. 

Jaber emphasised the impor-
tance of tactical discipline against
Saudi Arabia’s dynamic style.

“They are a strong team with
experienced and young play-
ers, but we have identifi ed areas
where we can take advantage. The
players know what is expected,
and we are confi dent in our ability 
to execute,” he said.  >A2

Coach Rasheed Jaber 

rallies Red Warriors

ahead of semi-fi nals 

against Saudi Arabia 

on Tuesday



PRAYER
TIMINGS
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OMAN
Dhuhr.............................................12:15pm

Asr ......................................................3:16pm

Maghrib........................................5:36pm

Isha....................................................6:51pm

Fajr (Tomorrow) .................... 5:29am

Oman, Saudi Arabia 
to boost cooperation 

,
in health sector

MUSCAT: The Sultanate of 
Oman and the Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia (KSA) on Monday ex-
plored means of enhancing coop-
eration and partnerships in the 
health sector, as well as available 
investment opportunities.

This took place during the joint 
meeting held here on Monday be-
tween the Ministry of Health and 

the Saudi Exports Development 
Authority with private sector 
companies in the KSA.

Dr. Ahmed Salim Al Manthiri, 
Undersecretary of the Ministry 
of Health for Planning and Health 
Organisation underscored the im-
portance of such meetings to ben-
efi t from the two countries’ expe-
riences in all fi elds, especially in 
the health sector.

He also stressed the importance 
of automation of health systems, 
as well as rebuilding, redesign-
ing and reengineering the health 
sector. — ONA

They underscored 

the importance 

of such meetings

to benefi t from

the two countries’

experiences in all 

fi elds, especially in

the health sector
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Recall Date: 31/12/2024
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          Brand of Commodity Year of Production   Number of Affected
       Commodities 

2021-2023

 Recall
consequence

Mercedes-Benz AG has determined that on certain S-Class
(223 platform) vehicles with 8-cylinder gasoline engine, the 
lambda control in the software of the engine control unit might 
not meet specifications.

In the event of an independent hardware failure, the amount 
of injected fuel might be erroneously increased by the lambda 
control system in case of a cylinder deactivation. As a result, an
increase of exhaust temperatures and a damage of surrounding 
components (e.g. engine wiring harness, catalytic converter)
might occur.

As a precautionary measure Zawawi Trading Company team will 
update the software of the engine control unit and the expected 
workshop visit for the update of the software of the engine control
unit will take around 1 hour. Zawawi Trading Company team will
also contact the customers affected by the recall to arrange a
convenient time from 31.12.2024 on all working days between 
08:00AM-5:00 PM.

 Recall
 Action

To check the serial numbers of the affected commodities, please visit the website
 from Recalls & Warning: http://recall.pacp.gov.om 

 Recall
 Action

22021-2023Mercedes-Maybach S 580 4MATIC

S 580 4MATIC

Recall of S-Class_31th Dec_ENG.indd   1 24/12/2024   8:56:47 AM

Oman Geological Heritage Exhibition opens in Rustaq
A’RUSTAQ: The fourth edition
of Oman Geological Heritage Ex-
hibition “Sustainability and Job
Opportunities” opened at Al Hazm
Fort in the Wilayat of Rustaq in
the South Al Batinah Governorate
on Monday and will continue until
the end of June 2025.

The exhibition, organised by the
Ministry of Heritage and Tourism
in cooperation with the Offi  ce of 
the Governor of South Al Batinah,
Petroleum Development Oman
and Geological Society of Oman,
aims to diversify the museum
system that enhances tourist and
heritage destinations in various
governorates.

The opening of the exhibition,
which was held under the auspices
of Eng. Masoud Said Al Hashimi,
Governor of South Al Batinah, is
a translation of the eff orts imple-
mented by the Ministry of Herit-
age and Tourism to highlight the
importance of geological heritage
in the Sultanate of Oman, preserve
it and ensure its sustainability.

The Oman Geological Heritage
Exhibition includes six corners,
including the story of the geologi-

cal heritage, the diverse geology in
the Sultanate of Oman and its geo-
logical history, in addition to the
formation of the land of the Sul-
tanate of Oman in geological his-
tory, the importance of preserving 
the geological heritage and ensur-
ing its sustainability, as well as job

opportunities in geotourism.
The exhibition showcases dis-

tinctive pieces of geological her-
itage enjoyed by the Sultanate of 
Oman, the oldest of which is a fos-
sil dating back about 800 million 
years, as well as three-dimension-
al scientifi c models of the extinct 

primitive elephant whose fossil-
ised teeth were found in “Eidam” 
area in Dhofar Governorate, and
a model of the extinct dinosaur
whose fossilised bone remains 
were found in the Al Khoudh in 
the Wilayat of A’Seeb, and other 
unique geological fossils. — ONA

M I N I S T R Y  O F  H E R I T A G E  A N D  T O U R I S M

A victory would 
mark Oman’s sixth 
appearance in a 
Gulf Cup fi nal

Saudi Arabia, on the oth-
er hand, fi nished second
in Group B and came
into the semi-fi nals with

momentum, having scored the
most goals (8) in the group stage,
ousting holders Iraq 3-1 in their
concluding group clash.

Head coach Renard of France is
wary of the Oman challenge.

“We have analysed their team
and understand their strengths.
Our ambition is to win the Gulf 
Cup, and we will develop a plan to
achieve this,” said Renard.

Historically, Oman have strug-
gled against Saudi Arabia in Gulf 
Cup encounters, winning just two
of their 16 previous meetings.

A victory would mark Oman’s
sixth appearance in a Gulf Cup fi -
nal and their second in a row. With
the weight of history and a nation’s
hopes on their shoulders, Oman’s
players are prepared for a battle
that promises to be as much about
strategy and composure as skill
and determination.

Adding to the excitement, the
Oman Football Association (OFA)
has arranged special charter
fl ights to carry fans to Kuwait for

the semi-fi nal.
The initiative aims to ensure ro-

bust support for the national team,
as Omani fans create an electrify-
ing atmosphere in the stands. The
backing of passionate supporters
could prove to be a vital boost as
Al Ahmar (Red Warriors) strives
to deliver another memorable
performance.

Heading into the semi-fi nals,
Jaber’s men are undefeated in
their previous four matches
across all competitions, losing 
just one of their last fi ve interna-
tional encounters (1-0 to Iraq in
November).

The match will be offi  ciated by 
Turkish referee Halil Umut Me-
ler, with Algerian referee Musta-
pha Ghorbal overseeing the VAR 
system.

F O O T B A L L
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Oman, Iran affirm to 
boost partnership in 
various vital sectors

TEHRAN: The Sultanate of 
Oman and the Islamic Republic of 
Iran have underscored the impor-
tance of consolidating coopera-
tion and partnership in various 
fi elds, such as economy, trade, en-
ergy, transport, tourism and other 

areas.
This took place during a joint 

press conference held in Tehran 
yesterday by Sayyid Badr Hamad 
Al Busaidi, Foreign Minister, and 
Dr. Abbas Araqchi, Minister of 
Foreign Aff airs of the Islamic Re-
public of Iran.

Sayyid Badr said that the two 
sides agreed to take practical 
steps to enhance ties of trade and 
investment, augment the volume 
of inter-trade and facilitate trans-
port, shipping and travel.

He also underscored the impor-
tance of cooperation in establish-
ing projects of food security and 
health.

Sayyid Badr pointed out that 
the press conference also dis-
cussed regional and international 
developments. It stressed the 
need to step up diplomatic eff orts 
and enhance the mechanisms of 
constructive dialogue to address 
the current challenges facing the 
region, he added

The Foreign Minister also said 
that the two sides agreed to focus 
on fi nding sustainable solutions 
to regional confl icts, without 
prejudice to the sovereignty of 

countries and non-interference 
in their internal aff airs, noting 
that the overall aimis boost sta-
bility of the region and ensure the 
realisation of a lasting peace.

Sayyid Badr affi  rmed that the 
Palestinian cause fi gured high in 
the press conference which, he 
said, laid emphasis on backing the 
Palestinian people’s legitimate 
rights and their aspirations for 
freedom, independence, secu-
rity and peace. The two sides also 
underlined the importance of re-
specting the national sovereignty 
of Syria and Lebanon and sup-
porting eff orts for establishing 
stability and development.

For his part, Dr. Abbas Aragh-
chi commended the Sultanate 
of Oman’s constructive role in 
enhancing regional stability and 
deepening bilateral and interna-
tional cooperation.

At the conclusion of the press 
conference, the two ministers 
agreed to pursue communica-
tion and joint coordination about 
various issues, achieve common 
interests and enhance peace and 
stability in the region and the 
world at large. — ONA

Sayyid Badr said

that the two sides

agreed to take 

practical steps to

enhance ties of trade 

and investment, 

augment the volume

of inter-trade and

facilitate transport,

shipping and travel

Oman, Iran review bilateral ties

TEHRAN: Sayyid Badr Hamad 
Al Busaidi, Foreign Minister met 
on Monday in Tehran with Abbas 
Araghchi, Minister of Foreign Af-
fairs of Iran.

The two ministers reviewed 
the march of bilateral relations 
and explored means of enhancing 
them in various fi elds to serve joint 
interests. They also discussed sev-
eral regional and international de-
velopments, namely the Palestin-
ian cause and the situation in the 
Gaza Strip, Lebanon and Syria.

The two foreign ministers un-
derscored the importance of ef-
forts aimed at enhancing stability 
and backing political eff orts in a 
bid to achieve security and peace 

for the region at large.
The meeting was attended by 

Sheikh Ahmed Hashel Al Maska-
ri, Head of the GCC Department 

at the Foreign Ministry, Ibrahim 
Ahmed Al Muaini, Ambassador of 
Oman to Iran and several offi  cials 
from both sides. — ONA

M E E T I N G

His Majesty sends a cable of 

condolences to President of USA

MUSCAT: His Majesty Sultan
Haitham bin Tarik has sent a ca-
ble of condolences to President
Joe Biden of the United States of 
America (USA) on the death of 
the former US President Jimmy 
Carter.

In the cable, His Majesty the
Sultan expressed his heartfelt
sympathies to the family of the de-
ceased and the people of the USA.

— ONA

U N I T E D  S T A T E S  O F  A M E R I C A

Sayyid Badr meets Iranian offi  cials

TEHRAN: Sayyid Badr Hamad 
Al Busaidi, Foreign Minister met 
yesterday in Tehran with Mo-
hammad-Bagher Ghalibaf, Speak-
er of the Parliament of the Islamic 
Republic of Iran.

During the meeting, the two 
sides reviewed bilateral relations, 
notably the existing parliamen-
tary cooperation between the 
two countries’ Shura councils. 
They also discussed regional and 
international matters of mutual 
interest.

Enhance security and stability
The two sides underscored the 
importance of bilateral coopera-
tion to enhance security and sta-
bility in the region.

Furthermore, the Foreign 
Minister also met with Ali Ak-
bar Ahmadian, the Secretary of 
Iran’s Supreme National Security 
Council (SNSC).

This meeting touched on the
bilateral cooperation between the
Sultanate of Oman and the Islam-
ic Republic of Iran. Both sides ex-
changed views on developments
in the regional and international
arenas.

The two offi  cials highlighted
means of supporting channels of 
dialogue as a peaceful means to
consolidate security and stability 
in the region.

The two meetings were at-
tended by Sheikh Ahmed Hashel

Al Maskari, Head of the GCC
Department at the Foreign Min-
istry, Ibrahim Ahmed Al Maani,
Ambassador of the Sultanate of 
Oman to the Islamic Republic
of Iran and several offi  cials from
both sides. — ONA

B I L A T E R A L  R E L A T I O N S

Value of subscription 

requests for Ijarah 

Sukuk oversubscibed 

by over three times

MUSCAT: On behalf of the Gov-
ernment of the Sultanate of Oman, 
represented by the Ministry of 
Finance, Oman Sovereign Sukuk 
Company on Monday announced 
the results of the auction of the 
8th issue of Ijarah Sukuk worth 
OMR286 million.

8th issue
The company said in a statement 
that the total value of subscription 
requests for the 8th issue exceeded 
three  times the total announced 
value, amounting to approximate-

ly OMR326.87 million.
The average acceptable return 

was 4.75 percent, compared to a 
maximum acceptable return of 
4.85 percent and a minimum ac-
ceptable return of 4.6 percent. The 
statement affi  rmed that the bonds 
will be issued today, 30 December 
2024.

The profi t due on the Ijarah 
Sukuk will be paid twice a year: 
On 30 June and 30 December, for 
a period of seven years until the 
sukuk’s maturity date on 30 De-
cember 2031. — ONA

M I N I S T R Y  O F  F I N A N C E
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The Muscat Nights festival has 
transformed the city into a vibrant 
hub of activity, drawing thousands 
of visitors to its diverse venues.

One of the most exhilarat-
ing events was the MENA Drift 
Championship, held at the Oman 
Automobile Association Arena on 
Saturday.

The arena was packed with 
fans, their faces illuminated by 
the dazzling lights and the roar of 
engines, as they witnessed some of 
the region’s top drivers compete in 
high-speed drifts.

The championship featured 32 
professional drivers from across 
the Middle East and beyond, in-
cluding Oman, the UAE, Saudi 
Arabia, Kuwait, Jordan, Egypt, 
Lebanon, India, Belarus, and El 
Salvador.

The competition was fi erce, 
with drivers pushing their vehicles 
to the limit on challenging techni-
cal tracks.

In the end, Omani driver 
Ahmed Al Ameri clinched the top 
spot, while Nasser Al Harbali from 
El Salvador secured second place, 
and Omani driver Tariq Al Shihani 
fi nished third.

The prize-distribution was 
held under the auspices of Faisal 
al Rawas, Chairman of the Oman 
Chamber of Commerce and Indus-
try (OCCI), and Ahmed Al Hamidi, 
Chairman of Muscat Municipality, 
in the presence of OAA’s chairman 
Brigadier Jamal Al Tai and a large 
number of offi  cials and drift fans.

The dignitaries commended the 

success of the championship and 
its role in enhancing Oman’s repu-
tation in the international motor-
sport arena.

Beyond the adrenaline-fueled 
competitions, Muscat Nights has 
been a resounding success, at-
tracting large crowds to various 
venues across the city.

The festival, which began on 
December 23, 2024, and runs until 
January 21, 2025, off ers a wide ar-
ray of activities catering to all ages.

Highlights include the Flower 
Festival at Qurum Natural Park, 
featuring stunning fl oral displays 
and drone shows; theatrical perfor-
mances and a heritage village at Al 
Amerat Park; and a drift track along 
with fi reworks at Naseem Park.

Seeb Beach has also been a hot-
spot, off ering beach football, drum 
shows, and magic performances.

The Oman Convention and Ex-
hibition Centre is hosting the ‘Cel-
ebrate Every Story’ event, featur-
ing beloved characters like Looney 
Tunes and Scooby-Doo. Addition-
ally, Wadi Al Khoudh is off ering 
adventure activities such as zip 
lines and 4WD challenges.

Muscat Nights underscores the 
city’s commitment to providing 
diverse and engaging experiences 
for both residents and visitors. The 
festival has not only showcased 
Oman’s rich cultural heritage but 
also its capacity to host world-
class events, solidifying Muscat’s 
position as a premier destination 
for entertainment and tourism in 
the region.

The arena was packed with fans, their faces 

illuminated by the dazzling lights and the 

roar of engines, as they witnessed some of the 

top drivers compete in high-speed drifts

MUSCAT NIGHTS DRAWS MASSIVE CROWDS 
AT THRILLING MENA DRIFT CHAMPIONSHIP
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‘Oman welcomes people from all 
nations to become a part of society’

Times News Service

MUSCAT: His Highness Dr. Faris
bin Turki Al Said, Assistant Pro-
fessor at Sultan Qaboos University 
(SQU) and member of the techni-
cal team of the unifi ed national
identity project of the Sultanate
of Oman, said that the national
identity of any country is not just a 
logo but a comprehensive strategic
programme.

“That is why we are keen to in-
troduce the best image with the
participation of the community,”

he said.The voting on the national
identity continued for days and
concluded on Sunday, 29 Decem-
ber 2024, he added.

In a statement to Shabiba FM,
he said: “Under the new era of re-
newed renaissance, there is a sig-
nifi cant eff ort on diversifi cation of 
income in the Sultanate of Oman
along with opportunities in the
non-oil sectors. Oman is trying to
tap its tourism potentials and oth-
er sectors, including the logistics
sector, as part of its new outlook
for the upcoming years. The pro-

motion identities are important 
for all countries, mainly in send-
ing clear images and messages 
for those looking for investment, 
tourism, and other opportuni-
ties, he said, pointing to the ex-
pected investments that support 
other sectors.

“There is another sector not ad-
equately dealt with by the media, 
which is the attraction of local tal-
ents,” he said, adding to the signifi -
cance of interaction between the 
employment/labour sector (mar-

ket) and foreign countries for the 
exchange of expertise, which is not 
possible without specialized visits 
to Oman. For instance, visits of 
people with specifi c skills are re-
quired in Oman—say, for fi ve-year 
contracts.”

He also spoke on the innovative 
skills in entrepreneurship, saying 
that whenever there are invest-
ment opportunities, we could use 
such expertise and skills in other 
countries.

He said that any identity pro-

gramme is a strategic programme 
and not just a logo.

He said that we have received 
inquiries on opening the door for 
residents to vote.

“Our response to such inquir-
ies is that Oman always wel-
comes people from all countries 
to become a part of society, and 
we welcome their participation 
in the building of the country for 
the interest of both the citizens 
and residents.”

Decision-making process
By the “Together we progress” 
programme, we aim to empower 
citizens to make them an integral 
part of the decision-making pro-
cess, he added.

He said that the participation 
of society in decision-making did 
not start during the era of the re-
newed renaissance but started 
with Oman Vision 2040.

There is a diff erence between 
the identity of society and the na-
tional identity. He said that when 
we speak about the Omani people, 
the dagger, and the two swords, we 

do not speak on changing the said
identity, but we speak on a unifi ed,
comprehensive promotional iden-
tity with economic spinoff s.

Regarding the dagger and the
two swords, we have received
several responses; however, some
people forgot that there were prior
experiences for the Sultanate, and
unfortunately we did not come out
of the scope of tourism, but now
our move is to stand together to
reach out to other countries of the
world with a package of potentials,
not just the tourism potentials,
as each sector is related to other
sectors.

“I stress that the Khanjar (dag-
ger) and the two swords are a 
logo of the state and will remain
a constitutional and untouchable
original Omani logo. The aim of 
the identity is to boost the image of 
Oman outside the political frame-
work, he said, adding that the
countries compete for attracting 
investments and tapping talent to
develop tourism and the economy,
and Oman must excel in this fi eld,
he further added.

The national identity of any country is not 

just a logo but a comprehensive strategic 

programme, said His Highness Dr. Faris bin 

Turki Al Said, Assistant Professor at Sultan

Qaboos University

Chairman of Strategic Studies Academy meets Jordanian delegation
MUSCAT: Maj.Gen. Hamid
Ahmed Sakroon, Chairman of the
Academy for Strategic and De-
fence Studies, received in his offi  ce
at Bait Al Falaj Camp yesterday a 
delegation from the Royal Jorda-
nian Command and Staff  College
(RJCSC), headed by Brig. Tariq
Khalaf Al Hajaya, Commander of 
the Royal Jordanian Command
and Staff  College, currently visit-
ing the Sultanate of Oman.

During the meeting, the two
sides discussed several matters of 
mutual interest, particularly aca-
demic aspects.

The meeting was attended by 

Air Commodore Abdullah Fayez 
Al Dhafri, Director General of 
Administrative and Financial Af-
fairs, Commodore Khalid Amer Al 
Salti, Director General of Studies 
and Academic Aff airs, senior of-
fi cers of the Academy for Strategic 
and Defence Studies, and the Mili-
tary Attaché of Jordan’s Embassy 
in Muscat.

Meanwhile, the Jordanian del-
egation also visited the National 
Defence College (NDC) at the 
Academy for Strategic and De-
fence Studies.

Upon their arrival at the NDC, 
they were greeted by Brigadier 

Mansoor Ali Al Amri, Acting Com-
mandant of the NDC.

The delegation members were 

briefed on the college’s facili-
ties and its strategic curriculum,
which focuses on preparing na-

tional competencies capable of 
making strategic decisions at vari-
ous levels. They also toured the 
NDC’s departments and various 
halls.

Furthermore, the Jordanian 
delegation also visited the Joint 
Command and Staff  College (CSC) 
at the Academy for Strategic and 
Defence Studies.

Upon their arrival, the guests 
were received by the Acting Com-
mandant of the CSC.

The delegation toured the CSC 
and was briefed on the college’s 
general curriculum and its facili-
ties. -ONA

M E E T I N G

TENDER 

The Ministry of Agricultural, Fisheries Wealth and Water Resources Announces the following Tenders:

Tender no. Tender Title
Tender

Document
Sales Start

Date

Tender
Document
Sales End

Date

Bid
Submission

Closing

Companies that
are eligible

to participate

Tender
Document
fee (R.O)

974/2023/M
AF-

WR/HQ-103 
Recall

(25/-)
Omani riyals for 
local companies

 (10/-) Omani 
riyals for SMEs

Sunday
29/12/2024

Wednesday
15/1/2025

Sunday
26/1/2025

Supply and Installation of 
Pesticide Residue and Quality 
Control Analysis Instruments

Specialized companies registered 
with, Excellent, First Second, 

Third, fourth grades
1

912/2024/M
AFWR/HQ-70

(25/-)
Omani riyals for 
local companies

 (10/-) Omani 
riyals for SMEs

Wednesday
18/12/2024

Tuesday
7/1/2025

Sunday
26/1/2025

Maintenance and Rehabilaiation 
Central Labs in SAAL

Specialized companies registered 
with fourth grades2

918/2024/M
AFWR/HQ-71

(25/-)
Omani riyals for 
local companies

 (10/-) Omani 
riyals for SMEs

Thursday
19/12/2024

Wednesday
8/1/2025

Tuesday
28/1/2025Model for Food security projects

Specialized companies registered 
3

925/2024/M
AFWR/HQ-72

(25/-)
Omani riyals for 
local companies

 (10/-) Omani 
riyals for SMEs

Thursday
26/12/2024

Thursday
16/1/2025

Thursday
6/2/2025

Rehabilitation and development 
of the hydrometric monitoring 

system in the Al-Najd 
agricultural region

Specialized companies registered 
with, Excellent, First Second, 

Third, fourth grades
4

• above mentioned Grade) may obtain Tender documents from the E-Tendering website:  https://etendering.tenderboard.gov.om.

• The value of the document will be paid & submitted on line on given website.

• The Tenderer should attach Bid Commitment Declaration for local companies.

• All correspondence pertaining to the tender inquiry must be online at e-tendering System.

• All correspondence pertaining to the e-tendering System technical support must be directed to the following helpdesk email address 
and phone number: +968 24402200 or etenderhd@gstb.gov.om

TENDERS COMMOTTEE
Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries Wealth and Water Resources

Oman celebrates 

GCC Wildlife Day
MUSCAT: Represented by the
Environment Authority (EA), the
Sultanate of Oman on Monday  
celebrated the GCC Wildlife Day 
under the slogan “Sustainable
Marine Wildlife”.

The celebration of the GCC
Wildlife Day, which falls on 30
December every year, highlights
the eff orts of GCC states to pre-
serve biodiversity and enhance
the awareness of citizens and
residents about the signifi cance
of wildlife conservation.

The event also seeks to un-
derline the Convention on the
Conservation of Wildlife and its
Natural Habitats and the preser-
vation of ecosystems and endan-
gered wildlife species that are
exposed to extinction.

The Environment Authority 

has implemented a number of in-
itiatives, projects and conducted 
research surveys and fi eld stud-
ies related to the assessment of 
biodiversity, the enactment and 
updating of related laws and the 
intensifi cation of operations to 
minimise the risks posed to en-
dangered organisms in the Sul-
tanate of Oman.

The EA lays emphasis on pre-
serving the basic components of 
wildlife and safeguarding their 
biodiversity and sustainability. 
Action in this context includes 
the tasks undertaken through the 
“National Biodiversity Survey 
Project”, the “Marine Mammal 
Species Survey Project” and the 
“National Campaign to Combat 
Invasive Birds”.

— ONA

E N V I R O N M E N T  A U T H O R I T Y



A6

WORLD
T U E S DAY,  D E C E M B E R  3 1 ,  2 0 2 4

EDITORIAL: Telephone: 24726666, Fax: 24813153, E-mail: editor@timesofoman.com

ADVERTISING: Telephone: 24726666, Fax: 24812624, E-mail: advertising@timesofoman.com

CIRCULATION: Telephone: 24726666, Fax: 24818270, E-mail: circulation@timesofoman.com

Founder: Essa bin Mohammed Al Zedjali

Chairman / Editor-in-Chief: Mohamed Issa Al Zadjali

Deputy Editor-in-Chief: Anees bin Essa Al Zedjali 

Chief Executive Officer: Ahmed Essa Al Zedjali

Printed and published by:

Muscat Media Group

Post Box: 770,

Postal Code:  112

Rising risk of famine in 
Gaza, warns UNRWA

NEW YORK: The United Na-
tions Relief and Works Agency 
for Palestine Refugees in the Near 
East (UNRWA) has warned of the 
increasing risk of famine in the 
Gaza Strip, where residents are 
suff ering from food insecurity and 
a shortage of humanitarian aid, 
amid the ongoing Israeli war.

The UN agency, in a series of 
posts on the platform X, explained 
that its teams are working hard to 
deliver aid to those in need, but it 
is not enough, adding that the peo-

ple of Gaza are facing extreme food 
insecurity.

UNRWA called for internation-
al cooperation and a ceasefi re to 
provide life-saving assistance as 
famine approaches.

Famine has spread across most 
areas of the Gaza Strip due to the 
ongoing Israeli blockade, espe-
cially in the northern governorate, 
as part of the persistent campaign 
of extermination and starvation 
aimed at forcing Palestinians to 
fl ee south.

Israeli occupation forces com-

mitted three massacres against
families in the Gaza Strip over the
past 24 hours, resulting in the kill-
ing of at least 27 Palestinians and
the injury of 149 others, according 
to medical reports.

Local health authorities con-
fi rmed that the Palestinian death
toll from the Israeli onslaught
since October 7, 2023 has risen
to 45,541 reported fatalities, with
an additional 108,338 individuals
sustaining injuries. The major-
ity of the victims are women and
children.

According to the same sources, 
emergency services are still unable 
to reach many casualties and dead 
bodies trapped under the rubble or 
scattered on roads across the war-
torn enclave, as Israeli occupation 
forces continue to obstruct the 
movement of ambulance and civil 
defence crews.

Israel’s genocidal onslaught 
continues unabated despite calls 
from the United Nations Secu-
rity Council for an immediate 
ceasefi re and directives from 
the International Court of Jus-
tice urging measures to prevent 
genocide and alleviate the dire 
humanitarian situation in Gaza. 
Amnesty International called on 
Israel to release detained health 
workers, including the director of 
Kamal Adwan Hospital, Dr. Hus-
sam Abu Safi ya, “immediately and 
unconditionally.”

Amnesty International said 
that it is deeply concerned about 
the fate of the director of Kamal 
Adwan Hospital in the northern 
Gaza Strip, Hussam Abu Safi ya, 
and called for his immediate and 
unconditional release. -Agencies

UNRWA called 

for international

cooperation and a

ceasefi re to provide

life-saving assistance 

as famine approaches

German security chiefs face grilling over Magdeburg attack
BERLIN: The German parlia-
ment’s interior committee is to 
question security and intelligence 
offi  cials on Monday over possible 
failures leading up to a deadly at-
tack on the city of Magdeburg’s 
Christmas market.

Five people were killed in the 
attack and some 200 others were 
injured when an individual drove 
a rented BMW sport utility vehicle 
through a crowd of revelers.

Police arrested 50-year-old 
Saudi psychiatrist Taleb A. at the 
scene.

Up for discussion are apparent 
missed clues and security short-
comings before the December 

20 attack in the eastern city of 
Magdeburg.

German Interior Minister Nan-
cy Faeser and offi  cials from the
state of Saxony-Anhalt — of which
Magdeburg is the capital — are
among those to be questioned.

The suspect, A., had a history 
of brushes with the law and court
appearances in Germany, and
Saudi Arabia said it had repeatedly 
warned German offi  cials about the
suspect. A. arrived in Germany in
2006 and was granted refugee sta-
tus 10 years later.

The Magdeburg attack was
similar to previous jihadist ones
in Berlin and in the French city of 

Nice in 2016, although A. had pre-
viously voiced strongly anti-Islam 
views and sympathies with the far 
right.

Green Party domestic policy 
spokeswoman Irene Mihalic, a 
member of the parliament’s intel-
ligence committee, said she ex-
pected a comprehensive review of 
the way that information had been 
used.

“We expect that the exact se-
quence of events before, during 
and after the attack, the fl ow of in-
formation and responsibilities will 
be presented in the most precise 
way,” Mihalic told the RND pub-
lishing group.

“We owe this to the relatives 
of the victims and the many in-
jured — also to the public, who
can rightly expect that no one will
evade responsibility,” explained
Mihalic, who chaired the investi-
gative committee on a 2016 truck
attack on a Christmas market in
Berlin.

The conservative Christian 
Democrats, and the business-fo-
cused Free Democrats, formerly 
part of the coalition government,
have called for enhancements to
Germany’s security apparatus,
including improved coordina-
tion between federal and state
authorities. -DW

C H R I S T M A S  M A R K E T

UAE to welcome New 

Year with fi reworks

ABU DHABI: Millions world-
wide are set to turn their attention 
to the UAE today to witness the 
dazzling programmes and cele-
brations marking New Year’s Eve 
2025, particularly the grand fi re-
works displays taking place across 
most of the country’s emirates.

The UAE’s New Year’s Eve fi re-
works, renowned for their gran-
deur, are a signifi cant attraction 
for international tourists as well 
as hundreds of thousands of resi-
dents and citizens. These events 
refl ect the nation’s dedication to 

enhancing the entertainment in-
dustry. In Abu Dhabi, the Sheikh 
Zayed Festival’s Supreme Organ-
ising Committee in Al Wathba 
has announced a New Year’s 
Eve programme featuring a 
53-minute continuous fi reworks 
display aiming to set a record for 
the length, variety, and scale of 
the show.

Preceding the grand fi reworks,
6,000 drones will light up the 
Al Wathba skies in a 20-minute 
show starting at 23:40, creating 
artistic formations. -ANI
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World leaders mourn passing  of 
former US president Jimmy Carter

WASHINGTON DC: World lead-
ers have expressed condolences 
following the death of former US 
President James Earl Carter Jr, 
who passed away at the age of 100 
in Plains, Georgia.

The tributes highlighted his 
lifelong commitment to peace, 
democracy, and humanitarian 
eff orts.

UK’s Prime Minister Keir 
Starmer paid tributes to Carter’s 
decades of “selfl ess public service” 
and highlighted Carter’s “lifelong 
dedication to peace”.

French President Emmanuel 
Macron said, “Throughout his life, 
Jimmy Carter was a steadfast ad-
vocate for the rights of the most 
vulnerable and tirelessly fought 
for peace. France sends its heart-
felt thoughts to his family and to 
the American people.”

Australia’s Prime Minister An-
thony Albanese underlined how 
Carter rose from humble begin-

nings and remarked that his legacy 
is “best measured in lives changed, 
saved, and uplifted.”

Calling him a “lifelong humani-
tarian”, Canadian President Jus-
tin said, “My deepest condolences 
to the Carter family, his many 
loved ones, and the American 
people”.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
has expressed sadness over the 
passing away of former US Presi-
dent Jimmy Carter, describing 
him a “statesman of great vision.” 
PM Modi said that Carter’s con-
tributions to fostering strong ties 
between India and US leave a last-
ing legacy.

In a post on X, PM Modi stated, 
“Deeply saddened by the pass-
ing of former USA President Mr. 
Jimmy Carter. A statesman of 
great vision, he worked tirelessly 

for global peace and harmony. His 
contributions to fostering strong 
India-U.S. ties leave a lasting leg-
acy. My heartfelt condolences to 
his family, friends and the people 
of the US.”

In 1978, Jimmy Carter travelled 
to India as US President. He met 
India’s then-President Neelam 
Sanjiva Reddy and then-Prime 
Minister Morarji Desai. During his 
visit, he also addressed Parliament 
of India.

January 9 to be national day
of mourning, Biden says
US President Joe Biden has de-
clared January 9, 2025, a national 
day of mourning to honor the pass-
ing of Carter.

“I call on the American people 
to assemble on that day in their 
respective places of worship, there 

to pay homage to the memory of 
President James Earl Carter, Jr. I 
invite the people of the world who 
share our grief to join us in this sol-
emn observance,” Biden said in a 
statement.

The president also ordered that 
the US fl ag be fl own at half-staff  at 
the White House and on all public 
buildings, grounds, and embassies 
abroad for 30 days from the day of 
Carter’s death.

Earlier, US President Joe Biden 
and First Lady Jill Biden had also 
expressed their condolences on 
the demise of Jimmy Carter. They 
called him a “man of great charac-
ter and courage”.

The White House statement 
noted that an offi  cial state funeral 
will be held in Washington DC for 
James Earl Carter Jr, “who gave 
his full life in service to God and 

country.”
Former US President James 

Earl Carter Jr passed away at the 
age of 100 on Sunday at his home 
in Plains, Georgia, as reported by 
the Washington Post, citing his 
son, James E Carter III.

Carter’s son confi rmed his death 
but did not provide an immedi-
ate cause. According to the Carter 
Center’s statement from Febru-
ary 2023, after a series of hospital 
stays, the former US President 
decided to stop further medical 
treatment and spend his remain-
ing time at home under hospice 
care.

In recent years, he had been 
treated for an aggressive form of 
melanoma skin cancer, with tu-
mors that spread to his liver and 
brain.

Beijing says Carter was 
‘driving force’ behind 
formal China-US ties
China has off ered its condolences 
over Carter’s death, saying he was 
the  “driving force” behind the 
establishment of diplomatic rela-
tions between Beijing and Wash-
ington over 40 years ago.

“China expresses its deep con-
dolences on the passing of former 
United States President Jimmy 
Carter,” Mao Ning, spokesperson 
at China’s Foreign Ministry, said at 
a regular press briefi ng. 

“Former President Carter was 
the driving force behind the estab-
lishment of diplomatic relations 
between China and the United 
States, and made important con-
tributions to the development of 
China-United States relations and 
the friendly exchanges and coop-
eration between the two coun-

tries,” Mao added.
At the time of Carter’s presiden-

tial tenure from 1977 to 1981, the
US government established for-
mal relations with Beijing, build-
ing on the groundwork laid by for-
mer President Richard Nixon and
Secretary of State Henry Kissinger
in the early 1970s.

“His historic contribution to the
normalisation and development of 
China-US relations will always be
remembered by the Chinese peo-
ple,” Xie Feng, the Chinese envoy 
to the US, wrote on social media 
platform X.

UN chief hails Carter’s
signifi cant contributions to 
international peace
United Nations’ Secretary Gen-
eral Antonio Guterres said Carter
had “contributed signifi cantly to
international peace and security,”
remembering in particular his
role in seeing through the Middle
East Camp David Accords, the Salt
II Treaty and the Panama Canal
Treaties.

Guterres also noted that
Carter’s contributions did not
cease after his term at the White
House.

“He played a key role in confl ict
mediation, election monitoring,
the promotion of democracy, and
disease prevention and eradica-
tion,” Guterres said, adding that
such work not only earned him the
Nobel Peace Prize, but also helped
advance the UN’s work.

“President Carter will be re-
membered for his solidarity with
the vulnerable, his abiding grace,
and his unrelenting faith in the
common good and our common
humanity.” -Agencies

Carter’s turbulent

term in the White

House was followed

by more than three 

decades as an 

international envoy 

of peacemaking and

democracy

Three people killed, seven others 
injured in hotel fi re in Bangkok
BANGKOK: As many as three 
people were killed and seven oth-
ers were injured in a fi re incident 
in a hotel near Khao San Road in 
Phra Nakhon district of Bangkok 
on Sunday night, Bangkok Post 
reported.

Police said the fi re broke out at 
The Ember Hotel on Tanee Road 
began at about 9:21 pm on Sunday. 
According to witnesses, the fi re 
erupted on the fi fth fl oor of the six-
storey hotel.

Firefi ghters controlled the blaze 
for about an hour. At the time of 
the incident, there were 75 guests 
in the hotel. Of these, 34 people 
fl ed to the rooftop of the build-
ing and were evacuated using fi re 
truck ladders.

The woman died in the room 
where the fi re is believed to have 
erupted while two men succumbed 
to injuries at Vajira Hospital and 
Samitivej Chinatown Hospital, ac-

cording to Bangkok Post report.
The three victims included a 

24-year-old Brazilian woman, Pi-
mentel Canales Albuquerque, a 
27-year-old Ukrainian man, Tuzov
Victor, and a 35-year-old Ameri-
can man, Freeman Timothy Jr.
The seven injured people were two
Thai men, a Japanese man, a for-
eign woman, a German man, a Ger-
man woman and a Chinese man.

Bangkok Governor Chadchart 
Sittipunt said that fi refi ghters 
were able to control the blaze 
quickly and ordered the hotel 
closed pending safety inspec-
tions. Bangkok police chief Pol Lt 
Gen Sayam Boonsom said the fi re 
erupted in Room 511 on the fi fth
fl oor. Police were carrying out an
investigation to fi nd the cause of 
the fi re.

The Brazilian woman was 
found dead in Room 511. De-
tectives assumed that she had 
mistakenly entered the room
while attempting to fl ee from the 
smoke-fi lled hotel in the dark-
ness, as its door was left open, 
Bangkok Post reported.

She had checked in the hotel 
along with her boyfriend who had 
proposed to her last week and they 
stayed in Room 504. According to 
the Bangkok Governor, the hotel, 
which opened in April 2022, had 
been constructed by the modifi ca-
tion of 11 connected commercial 
building units covering a com-
bined area of 1,515 square metres, 
the report said.

The hotel had two fi re exits and 
suffi  cient fi re extinguishers. He 
said that the hotel did not have a 
sprinkler system as it was a small 
hotel that was not required to have 
such equipment.  -ANI

K H A O  S A N  R O A D

Italian man killed in 
Red Sea shark attack

CAIRO: A shark attack off  
Egypt’s Red Sea coast has left one 
tourist dead and another injured, 
authorities said on Sunday.

“Two foreigners were attacked 
by a shark in the northern Marsa 
Alam area, which led to the injury 
of one and the death of the other,” 
the country’s Environment Min-
istry said in a statement.

According to Italian media, 
both men were Italian nationals.

The attack occurred in deep 
water outside the designated 
swimming zone near the jetties 
in the popular resort town of 
Marsa Alam, Egypt’s Environ-

ment Ministry added.
A 48-year-old man from Rome 

was killed while diving, Italian 
news agency ANSA reported. He 
had been spending Christmas 
in Egypt with his family and had 
celebrated his birthday on De-
cember 21. A 69-year-old injured 
man was taken to a hospital in 
Port Ghalib.

Meanwhile, authorities have 
closed the area to swimmers for 
two days following the incident.

The Red Sea’s marine life 
makes it popular with divers. 
Shark encounters in the Red Sea 
are relatively rare. -DW

I T A L I A N  M E D I A

South Korea orders probe after Jeju Air plane crash
SEOUL: Acting South Korean 
President Choi Sang-mok has or-
dered an emergency safety probe 
of the country’s entire airline op-
eration system after 179 people 
were killed in one of the worst 
plane crashes in South Korea’s 
history.

“As soon as the accident recov-
ery is conducted, the Transport 
Ministry is requested to conduct 
an emergency safety inspection 
of the entire aircraft operation 
system to prevent recurrence of 
aircraft accidents,” Choi said at a 
disaster management meeting in 
Seoul.

Jeju Air fl ight 7C2216 was car-
rying 181 people from Thailand 
to South Korea on Sunday when 
it made a mayday call and belly-
landed before skidding off  the 
runway at Muan International 
Airport. It then crashed into a wall 
and burst into fl ames.

All passengers and four of the 
six crew were killed in the crash. 
Two crew members were pulled 
from the wreckage alive and taken 
to hospital.

Offi  cials initially cited a bird 
strike as the likely cause of the 
crash.

Seoul said it would conduct a 
special inspection of all 101 Boe-
ing 737-800s operating in the 

country. It added that US investi-
gators — possibly including from 
plane manufacturer Boeing — will 
join the investigation.

“We are reviewing plans to con-
duct a special inspection on B737-
800 aircraft,” Joo Jong-wan, head 
of the aviation policy bureau at 
South Korea’s Transport Minis-
try, said on Monday.

South Korea mourns
crash victims
Flags in the country fl ew half-
mast on Monday as the nation 
began seven days of mourning fol-
lowing the disaster.

Meanwhile, investigators were 
trying to identify some of the last 
remaining victims as grieving 
families camped inside the Muan 
airport terminal.

According to authorities, inves-
tigators have identifi ed 141 of the 
179 dead with the help of DNA 
analysis or fi ngerprint collection.

Acting President Choi said the 
foremost priority was to identify 
the victims, support their families 
and treat the two survivors.

“Even before the fi nal results are 
out, we ask that offi  cials transpar-
ently disclose the accident investi-
gation process and promptly inform 

the bereaved families,” he said.
The Muan International Air-

port will remain shut through
Wednesday, but the rest of the
country’s international and re-
gional airports are continuing op-
erations as scheduled.

World leaders have expressed
condolences and solidarity with
South Korea after the tragic air-
plane crash in Muan claimed over
170 lives.

In a statement released by the
White House, US President Joe
Biden expressed his grief over the
accident and pledged support to
South Korea.

“Jill and I are deeply saddened
to learn of the loss of life that oc-
curred as a result of the Jeju Air-
lines accident in Muan, Republic 
of Korea. As close allies, the Amer-
ican people share deep bonds of 
friendship with the South Ko-
rean people, and our thoughts and 
prayers are with those impacted 
by this tragedy. The United States 
stands ready to provide any neces-
sary assistance,” the White House 
statement read.

Japanese Prime Minister
Ishiba Shigeru extended his sym-
pathies to the bereaved families 
on behalf of the government and 
people of Japan. “I am deeply sad-
dened by the loss of many pre-
cious lives due to the airplane ac-
cident that occurred in the ROK. 
On behalf of the Government and 
the people of Japan, I wish to ex-
press my sincere condolences for 
the loss of life and send my deep-
est sympathies to the bereaved 
families. My thoughts go out to all 
those who were injured, and I sin-
cerely hope they will make a swift 
recovery,” the statement from the 
Offi  ce of the Prime Minister of Ja-
pan stated.

India’s External Aff airs Minis-
ter, S Jaishankar, also expressed 
deep sorrow over the airplane 
crash. -ANI

M U A N  I N T E R N A T I O N A L  A I R P O R T

11 killed in 
Pakistan bus 
accident

ISLAMABAD: 11 people died and 
22 were injured in a bus accident 
near Punjab’s Fateh Jang area in 
Pakistan, Geo News reported on 
Monday, citing motorway police.

As per Geo News, the bus over-
turned on the M-14 motorway 
en route from Bahawalpur to 
Islamabad.

The victims belonged to Ba-
hawalpur, Vehari, Sharaqpur 
and Islamabad, added the rescue 
offi  cials.

Rescue offi  cials said that six 
people, including three women, 
have been shifted to Benazir Bhut-
to Hospital, and one injured has 
been transferred to Islamabad and 
District Headquarter Hospital, 
each.

The motorway Police attributed 
the mishap to drivers’ negligence, 
as per Geo News.

The Motorway Police Inspector 
General Riff at Mukhtar has or-
dered an immediate investigation 
into the bus accident.

Last month, an “over-speed-
ing” bus with wedding guests 
plunged off  a bridge into the In-
dus River, killing at least 14 peo-
ple in Gilgit-Baltistan, Geo News 
reported. -ANI
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Australia secure thrilling 184-run 
victory to take 2-1 Test series lead

MELBOURNE: Australia defeat-
ed India by 184 runs in a thrilling 
conclusion to the fourth Test at the
MCG on the fi fth and fi nal day of 
the fourth Test on Monday, taking 
a 2-1 series lead ahead of the fi nal
match in Sydney for the Border-
Gavaskar Trophy.

Set a daunting target of 340 runs
in 92 overs, India batted cautiously 
but ultimately fell apart in the fi -
nal session, losing seven wickets
for just 34 runs to be bowled out
for 155.

The tourists began their chase
with India at 33-3, but opener Ya-
shasvi Jaiswal played a patient and
determined innings, holding up 
the Australian attack for 208 balls.

Jaiswal’s 84, combined with
Rishabh Pant’s 30 from 104 balls,
were the only signifi cant contri-
butions. However, after tea, Pant’s
aggressive approach saw him dis-
missed by Travis Head, sparking 
the collapse.

Pat Cummins and Scott Boland 
were the standout bowlers, taking 
three wickets each, while Nathan
Lyon added two to Australia’s tally.

The Australian bowlers com-
bined to rip through India’s lower
order, with Cummins taking the fi -
nal wicket, and Lyon delivering the
match-clinching blow, dismissing 
Mohammed Siraj for a duck.

Australia’s fi rst innings was also
characterised by resilience, as
they scored 474, with Steve Smith 
(140) and Marnus Labuschagne 
(72) leading the charge. India re-
sponded with 369, largely due to
a brilliant 114 from Nitish Kumar
Reddy and a solid 82 from Jaisw-
al. However, despite their eff orts,
the gap proved too large for India 
to bridge.

Pat Cummins was named Player

of the Match for his all-round con-
tribution, taking six wickets in the
match and making key contribu-
tions with the bat, scoring 49 and
41. He was instrumental in Aus-
tralia’s dominant performance,
which took the game away from
India in the fi nal sessions.

Australia’s victory puts them
in pole position for a spot in the

World Test Championship (WTC) 
fi nal. A win in the fi nal Test in Syd-
ney would secure their place in the 
WTC fi nal alongside South Africa.

However, India’s hopes of reach-
ing the fi nal are now in jeopardy. 
They must win in Sydney and hope 
Sri Lanka defeats Australia in their 
series starting in late January for a 
chance to qualify.

If India loses in Sydney, Sri Lanka 
could leapfrog them, depending on
their own results. While India can
still retain the Border-Gavaskar
Trophy with a win in the fi nal Test,
their fate in the WTC fi nal is now
largely out of their hands.

In front of a record-breaking 
crowd of 373,691 spectators, Pat
Cummins led from the front with a 

masterclass both with the ball and 
in his tactics.

The Australian captain’s key 
moment came early in India’s in-
nings when he dismissed both 
Rohit Sharma and KL Rahul in 
quick succession, while Mitchell 
Starc removed Virat Kohli just 
before lunch, leaving India on the 
back foot.

After the break, India found
some resistance from Pant and
Jaiswal, who formed a solid
fourth-wicket stand of 88 runs.
However, the breakthrough came
when Cummins threw the ball to
part-time spinner Travis Head,
who made the key breakthrough
with Pant’s dismissal. 

The collapse that followed was
swift and decisive. Jaiswal, after
a valiant knock, was dismissed
by a Cummins bouncer, and the
lower order fell apart in a fl urry of 
wickets.

Jaiswal’s resistance stood out as
he fought hard against Australia’s
bowlers, showing maturity in his
ability to adapt his game.

There was a dose of controversy,
too, when Jaiswal’s rearguard was
ended via the DRS after he gloved
a pull down the leg side against
Cummins. Snicko did not register
anything, but third umpire Sharf-
uddoula ruled he had seen a clear
defl ection, which matched what
was shown on TV. Jaiswal ap-
peared to know he had hit it but
spoke with the umpires on the
way off . It meant India’s lower or-
der had 21 overs to survive and it
proved too much.

With the fall of Jaiswal, India’s
chances evaporated. Washington
Sundar provided some late resist-
ance with an unbeaten fi ve from
45 balls, but the fi nal three wickets
fell in the space of just four overs.

India captain Rohit Sharma ex-
pressed disappointment, acknowl-
edging that despite their intent to
fi ght until the end, they fell short.
“We had our chances, but we didn’t
take them, especially that last-
wicket partnership in Australia’s
second innings, which probably 
cost us the game,” he said.

Pat Cummins refl ected on the
thrilling nature of the match,
calling it “one of the best Tests
I’ve been part of.” He praised the
crowd’s energy throughout the
week and highlighted the team’s
collective eff ort, especially the in-
nings of Steve Smith, and the tac-
tical decisions that ensured India 
would not chase down the target.
Brief scores: Australia 474 (Smith
140, Labuschagne 72; Bumrah
4-99) and 234 (Labuschagne 70;
Bumrah 5-57) beat India 369 (Red-
dy 114, Jaiswal 82; Boland 3-57) and
155 (Jaiswal 84; Cummins 3-28,
Boland 3-39) by 184 runs. - Agencies

A dramatic collapse

saw India lose seven 

wickets during the

fi nal session of the

Boxing Day Test at

the MCG on Monday
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OMAN CRUDE PRICE RISES
The price of Oman oil has increased, 
with prices for delivery by February 2025 
reaching $75.47, said Dubai Mercantile 
Exchange (DME). The DME statement 
said that the price of Oman oil rose by 96 
cents from the price of Friday, which was 
$74.51. - ONA

MSX INDEX ENDS HIGHER
The MSX index closed at 4,544.96 points,
up by 0.64% from previous close. The
Sharia Index ended up by 1.42% at 417.27 
points. Takaful Oman, up 9.52%, was the 
top gainer while Raysut Cement, down
3.64%, was the top loser. >B2

Buraimi Industrial City attracts 
OMR7.9 million in investments 

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Al Buraimi Industrial
City, part of the Public Establish-
ment for Industrial Estates (Ma-
dayn), has successfully signed 16

investment contracts during the 
second half of 2024, with a total 
investment value of OMR7.97 
million. These agreements pave 
the way for new projects span-
ning a combined area of more than 
165,000 sqm.

The newly signed projects rep-
resent a variety of industries, 
showcasing the industrial city’s 
appeal as a hub for diverse busi-
ness ventures. These include au-
tomotive oil manufacturing, wood 
impregnation, carton production, 
production line manufacturing, 
water tank manufacturing, food 
packaging factory, storage facility 
for new car spare parts, water pro-
duction and bottling plant, medi-
cal supplies factory, and a com-
mercial showroom.

Al Buraimi Industrial City un-
dertakes constant ongoing eff orts 
to enhance its investment environ-
ment and provide streamlined fa-
cilities for businesses. By attract-
ing a wide array of investments, 
the industrial city continues to 
contribute to Oman’s economic 
growth and support the realisation 
of national strategic goals.

The newly signed

projects during

the second half of

2024 represent a 

variety of industries,

showcasing the

industrial city’s

appeal as a hub for 

diverse business

ventures

Treasury bills worth OMR49.1mn issued
MUSCAT: The Central Bank of 
Oman (CBO) raised OMR49.1 mil-
lion by a way of allotting treasury 
bills on Monday. 

The value of the allotted treas-
ury bills stood at OMR 3.1 million, 
for a maturity period of 28 days. 

The average accepted price 
reached OMR 99.685 for every 
OMR 100, and the minimum ac-
cepted price arrived at OMR 
99.685 per OMR 100. The aver-
age discount rate and the average 
yield reached 4.10625 per cent and 
4.11923%, respectively.

The value of the allotted treas-
ury bills amounted to OMR 30 
million, for a maturity period of 
91 days. The average accepted 
price reached OMR 98.922 for 
every OMR 100, and the minimum 
accepted price arrived at OMR 
98.920 per OMR 100. The aver-
age discount rate and the average 
yield reached 4.32385 per cent and 
4.37097%, respectively.

The value of the allotted treas-
ury bills stood at OMR 16 million, 
for a maturity period of 182 days.

 The average accepted price 
reached OMR 97.790 for every 
OMR 100, and the minimum ac-
cepted price arrived at OMR 
97.790 per OMR 100. The aver-
age discount rate and the average 
yield reached 4.43214 per cent and 
4.53231 per cent, respectively.

Treasury bills are short-term
highly secured fi nancial instru-
ments issued by the Ministry 
of Finance, and they provide li-
censed commercial banks the op-
portunity to invest their surplus
funds. 

The Central Bank of Oman
(CBO) acts as the Issue Manager

and provides the added advan-
tage of ready liquidity through
discounting and repurchase
facilities (Repo).

It may be noted that the interest 
rate on the Repo operations with 
CBO is 5.00 per cent while the dis-
count rate on the Treasury Bills 
Discounting Facility with CBO is 

5.50 per cent.
Furthermore, treasury bills pro-

mote the local money market by 
creating a benchmark yield curve
for short-term interest rates. Addi-
tionally, the government may also
resort to this instrument when-
ever felt necessary for fi nancing its
recurrent expenditures. -ONA

 C E N T R A L  B A N K  O F  O M A N

UAE’s GDP grows

by 3.6% in H1 2024

ABU DHABI: Abdulla bin Touq
Al Marri, Minister of Economy,
has asserted that the prelimi-
nary estimates of the UAE’s GDP
in the fi rst half of 2024, issued
by the Federal Competitiveness
and Statistics Centre, refl ect re-
markable economic growth and
competitiveness, solidifying the
country’s position as a leading 
economic power for business and
investment.

Bin Touq explained that the
value of the UAE’s real GDP
(at constant prices) reached
AED879.6 billion in the fi rst half 
of 2024, recording a notable in-
crease of 3.6 percent. Meanwhile,
the value of the non-oil GDP dur-
ing the same period was approxi-
mately AED660 billion, with a 
growth of 4.4 percent, compared
to the same period last year. With
this, the contribution of non-oil
sectors to the country’s GDP has
reached 75 percent.

The estimates also indicated
that the UAE’s nominal GDP (at
current prices) during the fi rst
half of 2024 reached approxi-
mately AED981 billion, register-
ing a growth rate of 5.6 percent.
Meanwhile, the value of non-oil
GDP at current prices during 

the same period rose to about 
AED749 billion, with a growth 
rate reaching 6.8 percent, com-
pared to the fi rst half of 2023.

Bin Touq said, “The achieve-
ments highlight the visionary 
leadership of President His 
Highness Sheikh Mohamed bin 
Zayed Al Nahyan, and strategic 
guidance of His Highness Sheikh 
Mohammed bin Rashid Al Mak-
toum, Vice President, Prime 
Minister and Ruler of Dubai. 
The UAE has successfully laid 
the foundation for a sustainable, 
diversifi ed economy driven by in-
novation and knowledge, aligning 
with global trends while main-
taining its position as a premier 
economic hub regionally and in-
ternationally.

“This progress paves the way 
for achieving the economic goals 
outlined in ‘We the UAE 2031’ vi-
sion, including raising the UAE’s 
GDP to AED3 trillion within the 
next decade.”

The Minister of Economy stated 
that the robust growth of non-oil 
sectors during the fi rst half of 2024 
refl ects the dynamic nature of the 
UAE’s economy and its capac-
ity to seize emerging opportunities 
across multiple fi elds. -WAM

R E M A R K A B L E  E C O N O M I C  G R O W T H

India’s smartphone market hits record 
value as 5G models dominate shipments
NEW DELHI: India’s smart-
phone market grew 3 per cent YoY 
in volume and 12 per cent in value 
in Q3 2024, to achieve a record-
high quarter, according to Coun-
terpoint research monthly India 
Smartphone tracker.

5G smartphones accounted for 
81 per cent of the total shipments, 
with 93 per cent penetration was 
in the Rs 10,001-15,000 range be-
cause of Indians choice for budget-
friendly 5G models.

The market share breakup for 
smartphones sold by Chinese, In-
dian and global brands have large-
ly remained the same over the last 
fi ve years. Make in India’s eff orts 
to localise production of smart-
phones to the Indian soil has made 
no dent in the dominance of Chi-
nese smartphones in the Indian 
market.

The Price-sensitive Indian con-
sumers are consistently showing 
a strong preference for aff ordable 
Chinese smartphones with cut-
ting-edge features.

As a result, despite the govern-
ment’s eff orts to reduce the domi-
nance of Chinese brands in smart-
phones, their prevalence remains 
largely unaff ected.

But if we talk about Chipsets,
MediaTek dominated the India’s
smartphone chipset market with
a 54 per cent share. Apple led the
premium smartphone segment
holds 35 per cent share, followed
by Qualcomm with 28 per cent.
This highlights growth driven by 
aff ordability and technological ad-
vancements by these companies.

A smartphone chipset provides

a core set of functions ranging 
from cellular communication, to
Wi-Fi and Bluetooth uses, to gen-
eral computing, power manage-
ment, memory, storage interface,
and peripheral interfaces.

Chinese smartphone brands have
maintained a consistent market
share in India, but Chinese chipset
producers have witnessed very 
modest growth in the Indian market.

Chinese chipset producers are 
entering the Indian market and 
have witnessed a modest but grow-
ing market share in India. Accord-
ing to Counterpoint, UNISOC held 
an 11 per cent global smartphone 
chipset market share from Q2 
2023 to Q3 2024, while HiSilicon 
(Huawei) held a 2 per cent share.

Globally, China is facing chal-
lenges due to US-led restrictions 
and with reports suggesting that 
the US is preparing to blacklist 
Chinese chipmakers on security 
concerns and data privacy.

In such a situation India has a 
great opportunity and is taking 
mega steps to build its chip in-
dustry from scratch. It is making 
a strategic push to establish a do-
mestic semiconductor ecosystem.

The semiconductor mission of 
the government with a USD 10 
billion investment will not only 
reduce the over dependence on 
imported semiconductor supplies 
but also make India an exporter of 
chips.

The global semiconductor mar-
ket is projected to reach USD 1 tril-
lion by 2030 and India aims to cap-
ture a signifi cant share with these 
initiatives. -ANI
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Oil edges lower 
as investors eye 
China, US data
SINGAPORE: Oil prices edged
lower in thin trade ahead of the 
year-end as traders awaited more 
economic data from China and 
the United States later this week 
to assess growth in the world’s 
two largest oil consumers.

Brent crude futures fell 8 cents 
to $74.09 a barrel, while the more 
active March contract was at 
$73.73 a barrel, down 6 cents.

US West Texas Intermediate 
crude dropped 5 cents to $70.55 

a barrel. Both contracts rose 
about 1.4% last week buoyed by a 
larger-than-expected drawdown 
from US crude inventories in the 
week ended 20 December 2025 
as refi ners ramped up activity 
and the holiday season boosted 
fuel demand.

Oil prices were also supported 
by optimism for Chinese eco-
nomic growth next year that 
could lift demand from the top 
crude oil importing nation. -ONA

O I L  P R I C E S
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MSX index 
ends higher

MUSCAT: The MSX index 
closed at 4,544.96 points, up by 
0.64% from previous close. The 
Sharia Index ended up by 1.42% 
at 417.27 points. Takaful Oman, 
up 9.52%, was the top gainer 
while Raysut Cement, down 
3.64%, was the top loser. Shares 
of OQBI were the most active in 
terms of number of shares traded 
while OQEP were the most active 
in terms of turnover.

A total number of 1738 trades 
were executed during the day’s 
trading session, generating turn-
over of RO 6.2 million, with more 
than 35.68 million shares chang-
ing hands. Out of 58 traded secu-
rities, 31 advanced, 14 declined, 
and 13 remained unchanged. At 
the session close, foreign inves-
tors were net sellers for RO 110K 
while GCC & Arab investors were 
net buyers for RO 62K, followed 
by domestic investors for RO 48K 
worth of shares.

Financial Index closed at 
7,606.51 points, up 0.44%. Prices of 
Takaful Oman, Al Sharqia Invest-
ment, National Finance, Oman 

Arab Bank, Sohar International 
Bank were up by 9.52%, 4.48%, 
3.70%, 2.74%, 2.24% respectively. 
Prices of Liva Group, United Fi-
nance, Bank Dhofar, Bank Muscat 
were down by 3.03%, 1.75%, 1.25%, 
0.40% respectively.

Industrial Index closed at 
5,224.85 points, up 1.23%. Prices of 
Al Anwar Ceramics, A’Saff a Foods, 
Oman Cables Industry, Oman 
Flour Mills, Salalah Mills were 
up by 9.47%, 5.13%, 3.85%, 2.27%, 
1.38% respectively. Prices of Ray-
sut Cement, Voltamp Energy, 
Galfar Engineering were down by 
3.64%, 3.61%, 1.24% respectively.

Services Index was up by 
0.95% before closing at 1,732.57 
points. Prices of OIFC, Barka Wa-
ter & Power Company, Sembcorp 
Salalah, Oman Telecom, Ooredoo 
were up by 6.25%, 5.00%, 2.04%, 
1.84%, 1.77% respectively. Prices 
of Al Jazeera Services, Phoenix 
Power, Dhofar Generating, Barka 
Desalination, SMN Power Hold-
ing were down by 8.61%, 1.70%, 
1.56%, 0.83%, 0.29% respectively. 

— United Securities

Takaful Oman, up 9.52%, was the top gainer

while Raysut Cement, down 3.64%, was the 

top loser

MUSCAT
STOCK
EXCHANGE

SHARE PRICE BULLETIN FOR MONDAY, DECEMBER 30

REGULAR MARKET .....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
OM0000002168 ............  AL ANWAR  CERAMIC ..................................................................... 90,446..................9,148 ...........34 ............... 0.098 ........0.104.......... 0.098 ........... 0.104 ............0.095 ........... 0.009 ............ 9.474.............0.104.............. 0.101............0.104............. 0.100 ......22,880,000
OM0000002804 ...........  ASAFFA FOODS ................................................................................... 94,700............... 37,296 ...........24 ............... 0.390 ........0.410 .......... 0.386........... 0.410 ............0.390........... 0.020............ 5.128 .............0.410 ............. 0.390............0.410 ............. 0.100 ......49,200,000
OM0000002440...........  AL SHARQIYA INVESTMENT HO. ........................................... 134,705..................9,419 ............. 7 ............... 0.070 ........0.070 ......... 0.069 ........... 0.070 ............0.067 ........... 0.003............4.478 ............0.070 ..............0.069............0.070............. 0.100 .........6,300,000
OM0000003398 ...........  SOHAR INTERNATIONAL BANK .......................................... 6,031,655............ 826,948 ...........86 ............... 0.134 ........0.138 ...........0.134........... 0.137 ............0.134........... 0.003 ............2.239 ............0.137.............. 0.137............0.137 ............. 0.100 .... 906,562,739
OM0000004735 ...........  SEMBCORP SALALAH................................................................... 236,770...............23,265 ........... 17 ............... 0.098 ........0.100.......... 0.098 ........... 0.100 ............0.098........... 0.002 ............2.041 ............0.100 ..............0.098............0.100............. 0.100 ........95,457,195
OM0000003026 ...........  OMAN TELECOM............................................................................. 205,310.............189,978 ...........38 ............... 0.925 ........0.950 ......... 0.922 ...........0.942 ............0.925............0.017 ............ 1.838............ 0.942 ............. 0.942............ 1.010 ............. 0.100 ....706,500,000
OM0000003968 ...........  OOREDOO ................................................................................................. 7,050..................1,630 ............. 3 ............... 0.234 ........0.234 ......... 0.230...........0.230 ............0.226........... 0.004 ............ 1.770............ 0.230 ..............0.225 ............0.239............. 0.100 ...... 149,717,173
OM0000004925 ...........  ALBATINAH POWER......................................................................R 394,880...............25,996 ...........27 ............... 0.065 ........0.066 ......... 0.065........... 0.066 ............0.065 ........... 0.001 ............ 1.538.............0.066..............0.065............0.066............. 0.100 ...... 44,542,570
OM0000004933 ...........  AL SUWADI POWER .......................................................................R 169,628................ 11,195 ........... 15 ............... 0.066 ........0.066 ......... 0.066 ........... 0.066 ............0.065 ........... 0.001 ............ 1.538 .............0.066 ..............0.066 ............0.071............. 0.100 ........47,150,818
OM0000001681 ............  OMAN  EMIRATES HO. .................................................................... 35,540................. 2,385..............5 ............... 0.068 ........0.068 ......... 0.067 ........... 0.068 ............0.067 ........... 0.001 ............ 1.493.............0.068 ..............0.067 ............0.073 ............. 0.100 ......... 8,287,500
OM0000003224 ...........  RENAISSANCE SERVICES ..........................................................395,242............. 151,726 ...........44 ............... 0.380 ........0.387.......... 0.380........... 0.381 ............0.376........... 0.005............ 1.330.............0.381..............0.379 ............0.383............. 0.100 .......90,072,210
OM0000003125 ............  GLOBAL FINANCIAL INVESTMENT HO. ............................ 157,000................13,031 ........... 15 ............... 0.083 ........0.083.......... 0.083........... 0.083 ............0.082........... 0.001 ............1.220 ............0.083 ............. 0.082............0.083............. 0.100 .......16,600,000
OM0000001749 ............  OMAN CEMENT ....................................................................................3,700..................1,398 ............. 2 ............... 0.377 ........0.378...........0.377 ........... 0.378 ............0.374 ........... 0.004............ 1.070.............0.378..............0.378 ............0.380 ............ 0.100 .... 125,069,884
OM0000001087 ............  OMAN UNITED INSURANCE.......................................................80,000............... 18,960............. 8 ............... 0.237 ........0.237.......... 0.237........... 0.237 ............0.235........... 0.002 ............ 0.851 .............0.237 ............. 0.250 ............0.237............. 0.100 ...... 23,700,000
OM0000008934 ...........  ABRAJ ENERGY SERVICES ........................................................274,270............... 76,371........... 31 ............... 0.277 ........0.280 ......... 0.276........... 0.278 ............0.277........... 0.001 ............ 0.361.............0.278..............0.272 ............0.278............. 0.100 .....214,115,600
OM0000002275 ...........  SHELL OMAN MARKETING ........................................................... 2,900.................. 1,746..............1 ............... 0.602 ........0.602 ......... 0.602 ...........0.602 ............0.600........... 0.002 ............0.333 ........... 0.602............. 0.602 ............0.000 ............ 0.100 .......57,190,000
OM0000001533 ............  OMINVEST...........................................................................................327,721............. 104,114...........45 ............... 0.319 ........0.320 ..........0.315 ........... 0.319 ............0.319 ........... 0.000............0.000 ............0.319..............0.319 ............0.319............. 0.100 .....213,208,571
OM0000002176............  JAZEERA STEEL PRODUCTS.......................................................... 1,499.....................429..............1 ............... 0.286 ........0.286 ......... 0.286 ...........0.286 ............0.286........... 0.000............0.000 ........... 0.286..............0.287 ............0.286............. 0.100 ....... 35,720,817
OM0000004768 ...........  MADINA TAKAFUL......................................................................... 376,612...............30,508........... 16 ............... 0.081 ........0.082 ..........0.081 ........... 0.081 ............0.081 ........... 0.000 ............0.000 ............0.081 ..............0.081............0.089............. 0.100 ....... 14,175,000
OM0000009072 ...........  OQ GAS NETWORKS ................................................................... 5,155,720............ 709,266 .........216 ............... 0.137 ........0.138 ...........0.136 ........... 0.137 ............0.137 ........... 0.000 ............0.000 ............0.137.............. 0.137............0.145 ............. 0.100 .... 593,295,477
OM0000002796 ...........  BANK MUSCAT ............................................................................. 4,535,090..........1,134,854.........149 ............... 0.251 ........0.252 ......... 0.249........... 0.251 ............0.252...........-0.001 .......... -0.397............0.251 ............. 0.250 ............0.253............. 0.100 . 1,884,105,663
OM0000002374............  UNITED FINANCE .......................................................................... 109,390..................6,126............. 4 ............... 0.056 ........0.056.......... 0.056........... 0.056 ............0.057 ...........-0.001 .......... -1.754............0.056 ..............0.056 ............0.057 ............. 0.100 ....... 19,943,129
Total ..................................22 ...........................................................................................................18,819,828 ....... 3,385,789.........788 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

ISIN.......................................................SECURITY NAME ..........................................................................................................................VOLUME...................... TURNOVER ........... TRADES ..............OPEN PRICE ...........HIGH ...................LOW................ CLOSE PR. ...........PREV. CLOSE...........DIFF (RO) .................DIFF % ..................LAST PR .................LAST BID.......... LAST OFFER ...............PAR VALUE............. MARKET CAP

O M A N  S T O C K S

INDICES
Index  High Low Value Prev . Value Diff  Diff  %
MSX 30 INDEX  4,560.51 4,515.16 4,544.96 4,516.00 28.96 0.64
FINANCIAL INDEX  7,624.38 7,570.01 7,606.51 7,573.07 33.45 0.44
Industry Index  5,245.57 5,182.42 5,224.85 5,161.35 63.50 1.23
Services Index  1,738.70 1,716.20 1,732.57 1,716.20 16.37 0.95
MSX Shariah Index  420.39 412.94 417.27 411.44 5.83 1.42
MSX TR INDEX  6,387.00 6,323.47 6,365.21 6,324.65 40.56 0.64
FINANCIAL TR IDX  8,662.08 8,600.31 8,641.78 8,603.78 38.00 0.44
INDUSTRIAL TR IDX  6,052.14 5,979.28 6,028.23 5,954.97 73.27 1.23
SERVICES TR IDX  2,080.58 2,053.67 2,073.26 2,053.67 19.59 0.95
FIXED INCOME INDEX 1,067.21 1,067.21 1,067.21 1,067.21 0.00 0.00
Trading Summary
Volume ................ Turnover ..........Trades .............. Market Cap............. Up............Down............. Equal .........Sec. Traded
35,688,981 ................. 6,203,375..................1,738 ............... 27,401,429,033................ 31 ......................14.................... 13 .........................58

OM0000004776 ...........  TAKAFUL OMAN ............................................................................... 168,853.................7,432 .......... 12 ................ 0.043 ........0.046 ..........0.041...........0.046 ............0.042........... 0.004 .............9.524 ........... 0.046 ............ 0.042............0.046 ............. 0.100 ......11,500,000
OM0000008447 ...........  OMAN REIT FUND ........................................................................1,638,586............ 131,482..........38 ................ 0.076 ........0.082 ......... 0.076 ...........0.080 ............0.076 ........... 0.004 .............5.263 ............0.078 .............0.078............0.078.............. 0.100 ..... 40,690,504
OM0000003141 ............  BARKA WATER AND POWER......................................................R 238,460.............. 67,502 ..........23 ................ 0.279 ........0.294 ......... 0.260 ...........0.294 ............0.280........... 0.014 .............5.000 ........... 0.260 ............ 0.280............0.260 ............. 0.100 ..... 47,040,000
OM0000001707 ............  OMAN CABLES INDUSTRY ............................................................ 41,490............ 115,478 .......... 53 ................ 2.700 ........2.860 ......... 2.700 ........... 2.700 ............2.600 .......... 0.100 .............3.846 ............2.700.............2.700 ............2.700.............. 0.100 ...242,190,000
OM0000002648 ...........  NATIONAL FINANCE ........................................................................10,100................. 1,414 ............ 3 ................ 0.140 ........0.140...........0.140 ........... 0.140 ............0.135 ........... 0.005 .............3.704.............0.140 .............0.140............0.140 .............. 0.100 ......80,318,599
OM0000005260 ...........  OMAN ARAB BANK ..........................................................................221,000..............32,986 .............5 ................ 0.146 ........0.150 ...........0.146........... 0.150 ............0.146........... 0.004.............2.740 ............0.150 .............0.150............0.154.............. 0.100 ....250,411,500
OM0000001400 ...........  OMAN FLOUR MILLS ........................................................................10,650................ 4,687 .............5 ................0.440 ........0.450 ......... 0.440........... 0.450 ............0.440........... 0.010 .............2.273 ........... 0.450 .............0.435............0.450.............. 0.100 ..... 70,875,000
OM0000001509 ............  DHOFAR  INTERNATIONAL DEV. & INV. HO. ...........................2,327....................547 .............1 ................ 0.235 ........0.235.......... 0.235 ........... 0.235 ............0.230........... 0.005 ............. 2.174 .............0.235.............0.235............0.000 ............. 0.100 ......96,172,884
OM0000001889 ............  SALALAH MILLS ....................................................................................3,000................. 1,763 ............ 3 ................ 0.585 ........0.588...........0.585 ........... 0.588 ............0.580........... 0.008 ............. 1.379 .............0.588 ............ 0.000 ............0.587 .............. 0.100 ......36,728,282
OM0000001160 ............  NATIONAL GAS ................................................................................... 10,000....................780............ 2 ................ 0.078 ........0.078.......... 0.078........... 0.078 ............0.077........... 0.001 ............. 1.299.............0.078 .............0.075 ............0.078.............. 0.100 ........6,630,000
OM0000009908 ...........  OQ BASE INDUSTRIES (SFZ) ................................................... 7,728,152............865,414 ....... 434 .................0.111......... 0.112 ...........0.111 ........... 0.112............. 0.111 ........... 0.001 ............. 0.901.............0.112 ............. 0.112 ............ 0.111 .............. 0.040 ... 387,462,975
OM0000001772 ............  ALANWAR INVESTMENT ............................................................242,187...............15,816 ..........29 ................ 0.066 ........0.066 ......... 0.065 ........... 0.065 ............0.065 ........... 0.000 .............0.000 ............0.065.............0.065............0.066.............. 0.100 .......13,791,700
OM0000002267 ...........  GULF MUSHROOM PRODUCTS ..................................................... 1,884....................414 .............1 ................0.220 ........0.220 ......... 0.220...........0.220 ............0.220 .......... 0.000 .............0.000 ........... 0.220 .............0.221............0.242 ............. 0.100 ......10,068,476
OM0000004420...........  BANK NIZWA ......................................................................................A 149,640...............14,651 .......... 12 ................ 0.097 ........0.098 ......... 0.097........... 0.097 ............0.097........... 0.000 .............0.000 ............0.097 .............0.097 ............0.098.............. 0.100 ...216,984,444
OM0000004669 ...........  SHARQIYAH DESALINATION........................................................11,060................. 1,415 ............ 2 ................ 0.127 ........0.128 ...........0.127 ........... 0.128 ............0.128 ........... 0.000 .............0.000 ............0.128 .............0.128............0.000 ............. 0.100 ...... 12,518,676
OM0000005005 ...........  ALMAHA CERAMICS .......................................................................... 2,000....................254 .............1 ................ 0.127 ........0.127 ...........0.127 ........... 0.127 ............0.127 ........... 0.000 .............0.000 ............0.127 .............0.126............0.130.............. 0.100 ........6,985,000
OM0000004248 ...........  SMN POWER HOLDING..................................................................227,781.............. 79,463 ..........28 ................ 0.347 ........0.350 ......... 0.346 ........... 0.346 ............0.347 ...........-0.001 ...........-0.288 .......... 0.346 .............0.331 ............0.347.............. 0.100 ...... 69,073,918
OM0000009759............  OQ EXPLORATION AND PRODUCTION ............................ 3,492,826..........1,159,191 ........160 ................ 0.333 ........0.333.......... 0.330........... 0.332 ............0.333 ...........-0.001 ...........-0.300 ...........0.332 .............0.332............0.333 .............. 0.0102,656,000,000
OM0000008710 ............  BARKA DESALINATION ................................................................ 198,950..............23,883 .......... 10 ................ 0.121.........0.123 ...........0.120........... 0.120 ............ 0.121...........-0.001 ........... -0.826............0.120 ............. 0.118 ............0.123 .............. 0.100 ........9,062,640
OM0000003521............  GALFAR ENGINEERING & CONTRACTING ..................... 1,730,182............138,654 ..........72 ................ 0.082 ........0.082 ......... 0.079 ...........0.080 ............0.081 ...........-0.001 ........... -1.235............0.079.............0.079 ............0.080 ............. 0.100 ...... 16,238,916
OM0000002549 ...........  BANK DHOFAR...................................................................................R 221,000..............34,908 .............5 ................ 0.155 ........0.160 ...........0.155 ........... 0.158 ............0.160 .......... -0.002 ........... -1.250............0.160.............0.160............0.160.............. 0.100 ... 473,423,527
OM0000007407 ...........  DHOFAR GENERATING ..................................................................... 8,200.................... 517 ............ 2 ................ 0.063 ........0.063.......... 0.063........... 0.063 ............0.064...........-0.001 ........... -1.563 ............0.063 ............ 0.062 ............0.063.............. 0.100 ...... 14,001,120
OM0000005963 ...........  PHOENIX POWER............................................................................. 170,665................ 9,926 ............ 8 ................ 0.059 ........0.059.......... 0.058 ........... 0.058 ............0.059 ...........-0.001 ........... -1.695............0.058.............0.058 ............0.060 ............. 0.100 ..... 84,830,885
OM0000009569 ...........  JABAL REIF ..............................................................................................1,000.................... 101 .............1 ................ 0.101 ........ 0.101...........0.101 ........... 0.101.............0.103 .......... -0.002 ........... -1.942 ............0.101 ............. 0.101............0.000 ............. 0.100 ...... 17,574,000
OM0000007043 ...........  LIVA GROUP ..............................................................................................3,113....................996 ............ 2 ................ 0.320 ........0.320 ......... 0.320...........0.320 ............0.330...........-0.010 ........... -3.030........... 0.320 .............0.297 ............0.320 ............. 0.100 .... 127,479,789
OM0000003661 ............  VOLTAMP ENERGY................................................................................3,741.................1,496 ............ 3 ................0.400 ........0.400 ......... 0.400 ...........0.400 ............0.415 ...........-0.015 ........... -3.614........... 0.400 ............ 0.400 ............0.440 ............. 0.100 ......32,561,100
OM0000002226 ...........  ALJAZEERA SERVICES ......................................................................... 232...................... 44.............1 ................ 0.191......... 0.191 ...........0.191 ........... 0.191 .............0.209...........-0.018 ........... -8.612 ............0.191 ............. 0.191............0.200 ............. 0.100 ......... 8,183,011
Total ..................................27 ...........................................................................................................16,537,079......... 2,711,213 ........916 ..............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Parallel Market .........................................................................................................................................................................................................................

South Korea’s industrial output falls in November

SEOUL: The Republic of Korea’s
industrial output fell 0.4% in No-
vember from the previous month,
marking a third straight month of 
decline, as automobile production
slumped despite strong gains in
the semiconductor sector, govern-
ment data showed on Monday.

The drop was driven by a 5.4% 
monthly fall in automobile produc-

tion, largely due to labour strikes, 
according to Statistics Korea data 
cited by Yonhap News Agency.

In contrast, the semiconductor 
sector posted a 3.9 percent on-
month increase, fuelled by strong 
overseas demand.

In on-year terms, overall indus-
trial output declined 0.3 percent in 
November. -WAM

G O V E R N M E N T  D A T A

Thawani Pay partners with 
Takaful Oman to off er motor 
insurance to its app users
MUSCAT: Thawani Pay, Oman’s 
leading platform for smart pay-
ment solution, has partnered with 
Takaful Oman Insurance to intro-
duce a motor insurance product 
through the Thawani App. 

The collaboration aims to trans-
form customer experience by ena-
bling users to easily obtain motor 
insurance, with plans to expand 
into comprehensive off erings in 
the near future. Harnessing the 
power of technology, the partner-
ship is poised to set new bench-
marks for accessibility and con-
venience in the insurance sector.

Majid Al Amri, Founder and 
CEO of Thawani Pay, stated, “Tha-
wani has been at the forefront of 
innovation in Oman and our col-
laboration with Takaful Oman 
opens new avenues for our users, 
allowing them to access motor in-
surance directly through the Tha-
wani App. This joint venture sim-
plifi es the insurance process and 
enhances accessibility, empower-
ing our expanding user base with 
seamless transactions and pay-
ment options. Together, we are re-
defi ning the insurance experience, 
making it more convenient and in-
tegrated into their daily lives.”

Neelmani Bhardwaj, CEO of 

Takaful Oman Insurance com-
mented, “We aspire to be the most 
technologically advanced insurer, 
delivering exceptional customer 
experiences through innovative 
digital solutions. Partnering with 
Thawani aligns perfectly with 
this goal, as they share our com-
mitment to innovation and cus-
tomer-centricity. By streamlin-
ing the policy purchase process, 
insurance is more accessible than 
ever and signifi cantly expands 
our market reach. This collabora-
tion promises to transform how 

customers interact with insur-
ance services, providing a seam-
less and fl exible experience that 
meets their evolving needs.”

Merging Thawani Pay’s innova-
tive platform with Takaful Oman 
Insurance’s industry expertise, 
this partnership represents a sig-
nifi cant advancement in insur-
ance services in Oman. Customers 
can conveniently obtain motor in-
surance through the Thawani App, 
conducting transactions and mak-
ing payments via cards registered 
on the app or their Thawani wallet.

S M A R T  P A Y M E N T  S O L U T I O N

The collaboration aims to transform customer 

experience by enabling users to easily obtain motor 

insurance, with plans to expand into comprehensive 

offerings in the near future. Harnessing the power 

of technology, the partnership is poised to set new

benchmarks for accessibility and convenience in the 

insurance sector
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TEA BAGS 
RELEASE 

BILLIONS OF 
MICROPLASTICS  

INTO WATER: 
STUDY

A recent study by the Autono-
mous University of Barce-
lona (UAB) has revealed the 

alarming release of micro- and na-
noplastic (MNPL) particles from 
tea bags into water, raising concerns 
about potential health risks.

Published in Chemosphere, the 
study analysed three types of tea bags 
and found that billions of plastic frag-
ments are released per milliliter of wa-
ter. Tea bags made from polypropylene 

released the highest amount of parti-
cles, averaging 1.2 billion per millilitre, 
followed by cellulose and nylon-6 bags, 
which released 135 million and 8.18 
million particles respectively.

Using advanced laser techniques, 
researchers identifi ed the size of these 
particles, ranging from 136 to 244 na-
nometers, and their composition.

Tests showed that MNPL particles 
could penetrate human intestinal cells 
and reach the nucleus, potentially dis-

rupting cellular functions.
The researchers warned that expo-

   sure to these particles might lead to
health issues such as infl ammation, ge-
notoxicity, and long-term risks like can-

  cer. The fi ndings underscore the need
nnnnnn for stricter regulations on plastic use in

food packaging.
nnnn Researchers called for urgent action

  to address MNPL contamination and
its broader implications for ecosys-
tems and human health.- ONA
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Liverpool rout West Ham 
to extend lead at the top

p

LONDON: Liverpool surged to 
an eight-point lead at the top of 
the Premier League with a ruth-
less 5-0 demolition of West Ham 
United at the London Stadium on 
Sunday night, further cementing 
their title credentials.

Arne Slot’s side, fresh from a 
scintillating 6-3 victory over Tot-
tenham last week, produced an-
other devastating display in the 
capital, leaving West Ham in their 
wake after a fi rst-half masterclass. 

The result was never in doubt as 
the visitors took total control from 
the outset, leaving a passive West 
Ham side battered and beaten.

Despite creating several early 
chances, Liverpool were patient, 
and on the half-hour mark, Luis 
Diaz opened the scoring with a 
powerful fi nish.

Just ten minutes later, Cody 
Gakpo doubled their lead, benefi t-
ting from a moment of magic from 
Mohamed Salah, whose dazzling 
footwork set up the Dutchman for 
a tap-in. The Egyptian then got in 
on the act himself just before the 
break, fi ring a low drive into the 
net for his 20th goal of the season, 
sending Liverpool into the dress-
ing room with a commanding 3-0 
lead.

West Ham off ered little resist-
ance after the break, and their mis-
ery was compounded in the 54th 
minute when Trent Alexander-Ar-
nold’s long-range shot defl ected off  
Max Kilman and past goalkeeper 
Alphonse Areola. Despite Mo-
hammed Kudus’ eff orts - hitting 

the woodwork twice - there was
no respite for the hosts, who were
outclassed in every department by 
a Liverpool side that oozed quality.

Salah, imperious throughout,
added the icing on the cake with
a brilliant solo run from his own
half, evading several defenders
before setting up Diogo Jota for
a clinical fi nish six minutes from
time. The fi fth goal exemplifi ed
Liverpool’s relentless attacking 
threat, with Salah at the heart of 
another sublime team move.

West Ham, despite some fl ash-
es of promise, including Kudus’
woodwork strikes, could not mus-
ter a serious challenge against
their dominant visitors. The gap
in quality was evident, with Liv-
erpool’s fl uid attacking play prov-
ing far too much for the hosts to
handle.

Liverpool’s form has now
reached such heights that they ex-
ert psychological dominance over
their opponents.

West Ham were already beaten
before the fi rst whistle blew, and
even as they tried to regroup, the
visitors continued to apply pres-
sure with ease. Their only scare
came when Kudus hit the inside

of the post, but it was clear that 
Liverpool’s victory was never in 
doubt.

While twists and turns are ex-
pected in any title race, Liverpool’s 

form shows no signs of slowing 
down, and Slot’s side look destined 
for their fi rst Premier League title 
since 2020. Arsenal and Chelsea 
may still harbor hopes of challeng-

ing, but with Liverpool playing 
with such belief and confi dence,
it seems an unlikely scenario that
will see them falter.

At this stage, only a remarkable 

challenge from their rivals - or a 
catastrophic collapse - could pre-
vent Liverpool from lifting the title 
come May. For now, they remain 
the team to beat. - Agencies

Arne Slot’s Reds

machine looks 

unstoppable in the

current Premier

League season

From rivals to partners: Djokovic and Kyrgios shine in ‘awesome’ doubles debut
BRISBANE: The notion of Novak 
Djokovic and Nick Kyrgios ever 
becoming friends seemed almost 
impossible at the height of their 
long-running feud. How could 
Djokovic ever warm to someone he 
had “not much respect for” off  the 
court? And how could Kyrgios ever 
shake off  his view of the Serb as a 
“tool” and “strange cat” with an ob-
sessive need to be liked?

Fast forward a few years, and 
the once-bitter rivals have become 
best buddies, teaming up for a 
thrilling doubles debut.

Kyrgios, the Australian fi re-
brand known for his polarising yet 
always entertaining style, prom-
ised a fun spectacle at the Brisbane 
International, and he delivered. In 

front of an excited sell-out crowd,
the duo secured a 6-4, 6-7 (4-7),
10-8 victory over Austria’s Alexan-
der Erler and Germany’s Andreas
Mies, capping off  the win with a 
celebratory chest bump on their
third match point - a symbolic ges-
ture of the unexpected bromance.

“That was awesome,” said Djok-
ovic, the 24-time major champion.
“I want to thank Nick for playing.
He said it should be a pleasure to
play with him, and it was a pleas-
ure. I’m glad to share the court
with him on his comeback.”

The duo was greeted with loud
cheers from the boisterous Pat
Rafter Arena crowd, a testament
to how far their relationship has
come since Kyrgios supported

Djokovic over his 2022 Austral-
ian deportation saga. The two 
have since grown closer, with this 
match marking a milestone in 

their newfound camaraderie.
 Kyrgios, back on court for the 

fi rst time in 18 months following 
a wrist injury that threatened to 

end his career, had no idea how the 
match would unfold. The fi rst un-
certainty was how his body would 
react; the second, how two players 
with “very diff erent personalities” 
would fare as partners.

“We might get absolutely 
snipped,” joked Kyrgios, referenc-
ing his 2022 Wimbledon loss to 
Djokovic, the only major fi nal of 
his turbulent career. Any doubts 
about Kyrgios’ physical condition 
evaporated with a commanding 
hold to love in his opening service 
game, proving he had lost none of 
his trademark power.

“What a game I played, huh?” 
Djokovic laughed, clearly enjoying 
the chemistry between them.

The match intensifi ed, with 

Djokovic providing two spectacu-
lar moments worthy of any high-
light reel. In the 10th game of the
fi rst set, he threaded a backhand
through a narrow gap between the
net post and umpire’s chair, then
set up a pair of set points with a 
perfectly measured lob. Kyrgios
sealed the fi rst set with a forehand
winner that clipped the line, ignit-
ing joyous celebrations.

The second set remained tight,
but Kyrgios delivered a vintage
moment with a trademark tween-
er on his serve at 3-3, followed
by a sharp volley and a satisfi ed
smile as he basked in the crowd’s
adoration. Djokovic, equally de-
lighted, raced over to join him in
the celebration. - Agencies

B R I S B A N E  I N T E R N A T I O N A L

LONDON: Mohamed Salah 
has revealed he is “far away” 
from securing a new contract 
with Liverpool as speculation 
over his future continues. The
Egyptian winger, who is in the 
fi nal year of his contract, will 
be free to negotiate with non-
English clubs from January 
1, potentially leading to a free
transfer when his deal expires 
at the end of the season.

Asked about his contract situ-
ation following the win against
West Ha,, Salah was candid but
focused on the immediate task
at hand. “No, we are far away 
from that [contract] and I don’t

want to put anything in the 
media,” he told Sky Sports. “The
only thing on my mind is I want 
Liverpool to win the league 
and I want to be part of that. I 
will do my best for the team to 

win the trophy. There are a few 
other teams catching up with
us, and we need to stay focused, 
humble, and go again.”

Alongside Salah, Liverpool
captain Virgil van Dijk and Eng-
land full-back Trent Alexander-
Arnold are also out of contract in 
the summer, with all three able 
to enter pre-contract talks with 
foreign clubs in just a few days.

However, Liverpool manager 
Arne Slot expressed confi dence
that the uncertainty would not 
distract his key players. “I think 
I have a lot of control over what
they do,” Slot said. “If they’re on 
the training pitch, if they’re in 

a meeting with me... but talking 
about their private lives, I don’t 
have control over them. I have 
control to a certain extent over 
what I expect from them on the
pitch, and I’m really pleased
with what Virgil, Trent, and Mo 
(Salah) bring.”

Earlier this season, Salah had 
expressed disappointment at 
Liverpool’s failure to off er him a 
new deal, adding to the growing 
tension around his future. After
a 2-1 victory over Man City, 
Salah hinted that he might be 
playing his fi nal match against 
Pep Guardiola’s side, raising 
further speculation. - Agencies

Mohamed Salah ‘far away’ from securing new Liverpool deal

Guardiola celebrates milestone 

as City secure win at Leicester

LONDON: Pep Guardiola marked 
his 500th game in charge of Man-
chester City with a hard-fought 
2-0 victory over Leicester City on 
Sunday, lifting his team’s spirits 
after a diffi  cult run of form.

Savinho and Erling Haaland 
were the scorers for City, secur-
ing just their second win in their 
last 10 Premier League outings. 
However, despite the result, the 
defending champions remained 
in fi fth place, still 14 points behind 
leaders Liverpool, who dispatched 
West Ham 5-0 earlier in the day.

Guardiola, having endured the 
worst run of his managerial ca-
reer, had promised not to give up, 
but City’s win at the King Power 
Stadium was anything but smooth 
sailing. Leicester posed signifi cant 
threats, with Jamie Vardy going 
close on two occasions and Facun-
do Buonanotte hitting the post.

City took the lead in the 21st 
minute through Savinho’s fi rst 
goal for the club. The Brazilian 
winger pounced after Leicester 
goalkeeper Jakub Stolarczyk par-
ried Phil Foden’s shot, and Savinho 
fi nished coolly from close range.

City’s defence was tested 

throughout the match as Leicester 
pressed for an equaliser.

Haaland put any Leicester 
hopes of a comeback to bed, how-
ever, heading in Savinho’s cross 
with 16 minutes remaining.

Guardiola’s reaction to the vic-
tory was one of relief. The City 
manager, visibly worn after recent 
disappointments, had been sub-
dued following their 2-1 defeat at 
Aston Villa before Christmas, but 
the win at Leicester sparked cele-
brations from the players and sup-
porters alike.

Guardiola was serenaded by the 
away fans throughout the match, 
a testament to the loyalty he has 
built at City following four consec-
utive Premier League titles.

While the result against Leices-
ter does not solve all of City’s is-
sues, it provides a much-needed 
platform for the team to build on. 
Guardiola himself admitted in the 
post-match press conference that 
it was more about relief than hap-
piness, acknowledging that City 
cannot aff ord to slip further away 
from the top four. - Agencies

5 0 0 T H  G A M E 

AC Milan dismiss Fonseca 
after six months in charge
MILAN: AC Milan have parted 
ways with manager Paulo Fon-
seca after just six months at the 
helm following a disappointing 
1-1 draw at home against Roma 
on Sunday. The result left the 
seven-time European champi-
ons languishing in eighth place in 
Serie A, 14 points behind joint-
leaders Atalanta and Napoli.

Milan’s performance in the 
Champions League has also been 
underwhelming, with the club sit-
ting in 12th place in the 36-team 
table, having secured only four 
wins from six matches, alongside 
two losses.

Fonseca, who took over in 
June, was brought in to replace 
Stefano Pioli, who had led Milan 
to a second-place fi nish in Serie 
A last season and their fi rst league 
title in 11 years in 2022. Despite 
the club’s high expectations, Fon-
seca’s tenure fell short, with the 
team struggling to deliver con-
sistent results.

 “The club extends its gratitude 
to Paulo for his great profession-
alism and wishes him the very 
best in his future endeavors,” read 
a statement from Milan.

Fonseca, appearing to confi rm 
his dismissal, spoke to report-
ers outside the San Siro. “Yes, it’s 
true. I’m out,” he said from his
car. “That’s life. I did everything I
could.”

As Milan moves forward, the 
club will face Juventus in the
fi rst leg of the Italian Super Cup
semi-fi nal on January 3, with the
return leg scheduled for January 
18. Italian media reports indicate
that former Porto manager Sergio
Conceição, who departed Porto in 
June after six successful seasons, 
is set to replace Fonseca at Milan.

Juventus’ Thuram
salvages draw 
Meanwhile, Juventus were
forced to settle for a 2-2 draw at
home against Fiorentina on Sun-
day, with Khephren Thuram res-
cuing a point for the Bianconeri
in a thrilling Serie A encounter.
Thuram, the son of French foot-
ball legend Lilian and brother of 
Marcus, scored both goals, his 
fi rst-ever strikes for the club.

Thuram opened the scoring in
the 20th minute, calmly slotting 
the ball into the bottom corner. 
Fiorentina responded before half-
time with Moise Kean’s header,
leveling the score at 1-1. After the
break, Thuram restored Juve’s
lead, fi nishing well to put his side
2-1 up.

However, Fiorentina refused
to be beaten, and with just three
minutes left, Riccardo Sottil fi red
a left-footed volley into the top of 
the net, for the equaliser.

The result extended Thiago
Motta’s unbeaten run to 26
matches, but Juventus remain
sixth in Serie A, level on points
with Fiorentina and nine points
adrift of leaders Atalanta. - Agencies

I T A L I A N  S E R I E  A
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PICTURES

Flood of the century in Spain

Spectacular surfer photo during Olympics in TahitiDestoryed houses in Kanazawa, Japan

Clear the stage for the full moon in Athens

Ceremonial reopening of Notre Dame

Paris celebrates the Olympic Games

Severe fl ooding in southern Brazil Football fever in Germany
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Bank Muscat enhances financial 
literacy among students: A step 
towards enabling new generations

MUSCAT: Financial literacy is
one of the basic skills that indi-
viduals need in their daily lives,
especially in light of increasing 
economic challenges and rapid
changes in fi nancial markets.
Financial literacy contributes
to enabling individuals to make
wise decisions about their money,
which enhances their ability to
manage their personal budgets,
invest wisely, and plan properly for
their fi nancial future.

In this context, Bank Muscat, in
partnership with the Ministry of 
Education (MOE), recently organ-
ised a two-day training workshop
on the concepts of fi nancial liter-
acy, as part of the Bank Corporate
Social Responsibility (CSR) Mali-

yat Academy initiative. It targeted
a group of life skills teachers, vo-
cational guidance specialists and a 
number of members of the Khazna 
project team.

The workshop aimed train the
trainers and provide participants
with the necessary knowledge
and skills to learn basic fi nancial
concepts, such as making smart
choices, learning to earn, spend-
ing & saving, growing your money,
and giving back to community. The
participants considered the work-
shop as a valuable opportunity to
enhance fi nancial awareness, and
provide the necessary tools to help
school students achieve their fi -

nancial goals through experiments
and ideas that will be applied.

This survey aims to gather feed-
back from participants about their
experience in this workshop, to
highlight the knowledge and skills
they have acquired, how this expe-
rience may impact their personal
fi nancial situation, and the poten-
tial infl uence this gained knowl-
edge could have on the students to
whom the participants will impart
this information.

Dr. Mohammed bin Hilal Al Si-
yabi, Supervisor of Life Skills Sub-
ject in MOE at Al Dakhiliya Gov-
ernorate, stressed that promoting 
fi nancial literacy in schools is a 

strategic step towards building a 
strong and solid society. He said: 
“through this workshop, I learned 
more about the importance of 
teaching students how to plan for 
their fi nancial future, and we will 
seek to transfer this knowledge to 
students through dedicated work-
shops where they learn how to 
prepare a budget, the importance 
of saving, and how to invest wise-
ly. These skills are not just theo-
retical information, but real tools 
that will actually enable them to 
achieve fi nancial independence in 
their lives in the long term.”

Raja bint Rashid Al Yazidiya, 
Vocational Guidance Specialist at 

Wadi Al Hayoul School in Buraimi
governorate, said: “Firstly, I would
like to thank Bank Muscat and the
Ministry of Education represent-
ed in the Khazna project team for
giving me the opportunity to pre-
sent my experience in spreading 
the fi nancial culture to the school’s
students. This programme con-
tributes to the development of 
fi nancial competencies and the
skills of dealing with money such
as saving, investing and giving.” 

She added that the importance
of fi nancial literacy students lies in
their ability to deal with economic
variables and fi nancial develop-
ments their monthly expenses are
optimal.

Rahab bint Awadh Al Sinaniya,
Vocational Guidance Specialist at
Bahr Oman School for Basic Edu-
cation in South Sharqiya Governo-
rate, confi rmed that her participa-
tion in the training workshop of 
Maliyat Academy has given her
many skills in the correct way of 
budget management and fi nan-
cial planning. She clarifi ed: “Fi-
nancial culture is one of the skills
necessary to instill in people from
a young age, enhance this aware-
ness and encourage them to save.”
Al Sinaniya extended her deep
thanks to Bank Muscat for this op-

portunity.
Khalid bin Saeed Al Siyabi, Vo-

cational Guidance Supervisor in 
MOE at Al Dakhiliya Governo-
rate, explained that this workshop 
comes as a complement to the fi rst 
workshop, which was held last 
year to train supervisors and spe-
cialists on the basics of fi nancial 
literacy, adding: “We transferred 
the knowledge from the previous 
workshop to the guidance spe-
cialists from diff erent schools in 
the governorate, who in turn held 
training seminars for tenth grade 
students from various schools 
in the governorate. Students re-
ally showed their enthusiasm and 
passion to learn these knowledge 
and fi nancial concepts. Teaching 
these principles to students from 
an early age is very important be-
cause it will eventually lead to the 
creation of a fi nancially independ-
ent generation that can make well-
thought-out plans for the money in 
its hands and knows the balance 
between spending and saving.”

Samira bint Khamis Al Alawi, 
Supervisor of Life Skills Subject in 
MOE at Buraimi Governorate, ex-
pressed her gratitude for partici-
pating in the workshop, stressing 
that participation in the training 
workshop gave her the opportuni-
ty to develop her knowledge about 
fi nancial concepts and acquire 
new skills that help to make sound 
fi nancial decisions. She added: 
“These tools, when passed on to 
school students, will undoubtedly 
contribute to building a fi nancially 
conscious and educated genera-
tion that is able to search for ways 
to earn money and develop them 
to be fi nancially independent in-
dividuals and able to face fi nan-
cial crises and changing economic 
challenges.”
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Ministry of Education,

recently organised

a two-day training

workshop on the 

concepts of fi nancial 

literacy, as part of 

the Bank Corporate 

Social Responsibility 

Maliyat Academy 

initiative

ahlibank reaffi  rms its commitment to 

sustainability through installation of 

solar energy systems at its headquarters
MUSCAT: Reaffi  rming its com-
mitment to sustainability and in-
novation, ahlibank has signed an 
agreement with Nafath Renew-
able Energy to install solar energy 
systems on its premises. This ini-
tiative is a milestone in the bank’s 
eff orts to further its Environmen-
tal, Social, and Governance (ESG) 
objectives, solidifying its position 
as a responsible and visionary fi -
nancial institution.

The initiative includes instal-
lation of state-of-the-art solar car 
park system on the rooftop of the 
head offi  ce car parking building, 
utilising bifacial solar panels ca-
pable of capturing light from both 
sides, signifi cantly increasing en-
ergy output. Notably, ahlibank will 
be one of the fi rst in the Sultanate 
of Oman to adopt the cutting-edge 
technology-based solar panels. 
The proposed solar panel project 
is fully aligned with Oman Vi-
sion 2040 and its commitment to 
achieving net-zero carbon emis-
sions by 2050, as it demonstrates a 
clear path towards a more sustain-
able and environmentally friendly 
energy future.

The signing ceremony was at-
tended by senior representatives 
from both organisations, with 
Taher Albakhsh Al Balushi, Sen-
ior General Manager of Strategy, 
Transformation, Technology, and 
Projects, at ahlibank, and Musab 

Al Farsi, Co-Founder and General 
Manager of Projects, at Nafath Re-
newable Energy, formalizing the 
agreement. This agreement un-
derscores ahlibank’s commitment 
to fostering impactful partner-
ships with industry leaders who 
share its vision for sustainable de-
velopment.

ahlibank’s collaboration with 
Nafath Renewable Energy, a pio-
neer in sustainable energy solu-
tions, refl ects the bank’s com-
mitment to sustainability as an 
integral part of its business phi-
losophy and its strategic vision 
to adopt advanced technology 

enabling a positive change in the 
Sultanate. This collaboration aims 
to develop innovative and sustain-
able solutions that aim not only 
to address pressing environmen-
tal challenges, but also to set new 
standards for responsible corpo-
rate practices.

During the initial construc-
tion of the car parking structure, 
ahlibank strategically designed 
the infrastructure to accommo-
date future solar energy systems, 
complete with net metering ca-
pabilities. This forward-thinking 
approach underscores the Bank’s 
commitment to building a greener 

future and aligning its operations 
with Oman’s sustainable devel-
opment priorities. The newly in-
stalled solar energy system will be 
directly linked to one of the bank’s 
four utility meters, designated spe-
cifi cally for net metering. Excess 
energy generated will be fed back 
into Nama’s national grid, thereby 
contributing to broader environ-
mental goals.

This project also highlights the 
fi nancial prudence of ahlibank’s 
sustainability strategy. By har-
nessing solar power, the bank not 
only optimizes its energy con-
sumption but also achieves meas-
urable cost savings, reinforcing 
the fi nancial viability of its ESG-
focused initiatives.

Additionally, the contribution of 
surplus energy to the national grid 
demonstrates ahlibank’s support 
for the country’s energy sustain-
ability while encouraging other 
organizations to adopt innovative 
renewable solutions.

As Oman accelerates its transi-
tion to a sustainable future, ahli-
bank continues to reinforce its 
position as a leader in responsible 
banking. Through its proactive 
initiatives and strategic collabo-
rations, the bank reaffi  rms its role 
in shaping a more sustainable and 
prosperous tomorrow, embodying 
the principles of ESG excellence at 
every step.

A G R E E M E N T

Experience magic of

season at Sheraton

MUSCAT: As the festive season
descends upon the elegant halls of 
the Sheraton Oman Hotel, a pal-
pable air of excitement and merri-
ment fi lls every corner. The lobby 
sparkles with twinkling lights,
tasteful decorations, and an im-
pressive Christmas tree, creating 
a warm and inviting atmosphere
that beckons guests into a world of 
holiday enchantment.

Kids can unleash their creativ-
ity and imagination as they craft
their own gingerbread master-
pieces. Parents can indulge in an
exquisite Festive Degustation
menu at Asado; the Steakhouse
unveils a special menu to tantalize
the taste buds of guests seeking a 
gourmet experience. The chefs
have curated a feast that captures
the essence of the season, featur-
ing delectable signature dishes
infused with festive fl avours.

As guests step into the fes-
tively adorned pool terrace, the
enchanting aroma of Christ-
mas spices and delectable de-
lights wafts through the air. The 
Sheraton Oman Hotel’s Christ-
mas buff et is a culinary journey 
that unfolds across various sta-
tions, each off ering a unique and
mouthwatering experience. 

The sizzle of the grill and the 
enticing aromas draw guests to-
wards the live cooking stations. 
Here, succulent cuts of prime rib 
and turkey are expertly grilled,
tantalizing taste buds with their
savory perfection. The chefs 

engage in friendly banter with 
diners, adding a touch of per-
sonalized service to the culinary 
spectacle.

As the clock ticks closer to the 
grand fi nale of the year, Sheraton 
Omen Hotel prepares to bid adieu 
to the old and welcome the new 
with a spectacular New Year’s 
Eve celebration. The pool terrace 
transforms into a dazzling venue, 
adorned with glittering decora-
tions and an atmosphere of an-
ticipation. Guests are treated to a 
lavish dinner that marks the end 
of the year in style, with a menu 
curated to elevate the senses. The 
pinnacle of the New Year’s Eve 
celebration lies in the live enter-
tainment and the vibrant beats 
of the DJ and live band. The live 
performances add an extra layer 
of glamour to the evening, ensur-
ing that the transition to the new 
year is celebrated with a bang. 
The hotel’s New Year’s Eve cel-
ebration becomes a memorable 
experience, marking the begin-
ning of a new chapter most fes-
tively and joyously possible.
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