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QABOOS BIN SAID AL SAID

It is not possible for a first-time visitor to the Sultanate of
Oman, arriving at Seeb International Airport in 1993, and driv-
ing to Muscat along the 35 kms of lighted dual-carriageway
road, over fly-overs, past modern ministry buildings, schools,
hospitals and commercial establishments, to visualise that unly
23 years ago, none of this existed. Any Omani will tell him that
this transformation is due to the inspiration and puidance of His
Majesty Sultan Qaboos bin Said.

His Majesty was born in Salalah in Dhofar, the southern re-
gion of Oman, on 18th November 1940, He is eighth in the direct
line of the Al Busaidi dynasty, which was founded in 1744 hy
Imam Ahmad bin Said, whose memory is still revered in Oman
as a wrror and enlightened administrator who united the
country alter years of civil war. His Majesty's father, Sultan
Said bin Taimur, died in 1972,

His Majesty spent his childhood, and received the early part
of hig education, in Salalah, At the age of 16, he was sent by his
father Lo England, where he attended a private educational es-
tablishment before entering the Royal Military Academy, Sand-
hurst, as a cadet in 1960, His Majesty then served a tour of op-
erational duty with a British infantry battalion, and on the stalf
in West Germany. Subsequently, he studied municipal govern-
ment in England, Returning home on completion of a world tour,
he spent the next six years in Salalah in accordance with his fa-
ther's wishes, During those years, his time was occupied in stud-
ving Islam and the cultural and historical past of his country
and people.

On the abdication of his father, Sultan Said hin Taimur, and
his own accession in July 1970, His Majesty few from Salalah to
Muscat to be greeted by his people. Among his first acts were
the abolition of anachronistic restrictions on the lives and activ-
ities of the people, and he announced his intention in proceeding
forthwith with the development of the country and providing his
peaple with the health care, education and other social develap-
ment they so sorely needed, He also called upon them to play
their part in the work that lay ahead, and appealed to all Om-
anis abroad, wherever they might he, to return and do so, His
words met with a spontancous and overwhelming response, and
Omanis came flocking back from many parts of the world.

The task that faced His Majesty was formidable. Little had
been achieved in the three years since the oil revenues had



A His Majesty
speaks o his
people. Mational
Day 1992

started coming in. There was a legacy of more than a century of
gtagnation, with ite accompanving lack of development, il-
literacy, high mortality rate and isolation. It is nol too much to
sy that Oman, at this time, was one of the most backward coun-
tries in the Arab World. Added to this, there was a bitter local
war in the south, where, at the time of his aceession, the military
zituation was grave,

Meanwhile, His Majesty gave high priority to the expansion
of the Sultanate's international velations, which had been almaost
non-existent hefore 1970 This has been successfully achieved
and diplomatic relations have been established with many coun-
tries throughout the world, regardless of ther political com-
plexions, His Majesty's policy being (o extend the hand of friend
ship to all countries on the basis of non-nterference in each
other's internal affairs, mulual respect, peaceful co-existence
and good neighbourliness. International contacts through dip-
lomalic relations and personal visits, are seen by His Majesty to
he of greal importance in the quest for world peace and under-
standing between peoples. These relations have currently been
eatablished with a total of 118 countries, His Majesty has ped
state visits to brother countries of the GCC, Egypt, Jordan, the
United Kingdom, United States, France, and Spain
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His Majesty also pressed on with development planning, A
hst of priovities was carvefully formulated: wasteful preslige pro
leets were not considered. Advancement has been achieved
through a series of Five-Year-Plans, of which the Fourth, cur
rent plan, commenced in 1991, The result has been that the ma
Jor elements of the Sultanate's infrastructural programme have
been virtually completed, and the emphasis has now shifted to
the cansolidation of the achievements that have been seeured.

His Majesty has carefully combined traditional vovernmeni
with the inception of a modern state. The age-ald system of Sul-
tamie rule whereby individual Omanis had the rircht of aceess to
the ruler — who was regarded as the ather of his peple
been serupulously preserved, alongside the evolvement of Eov
ernment, by a cabined of ministers with their supporting stafls
and responsibilivies, Thus Hlis Majesty attaches areal -
portance to personal contact with his people, and this he

achieves in three principal ways: one was the establishment of
the State Consultative Council, with a wide popular repre-
sentation of 55 members, imcluding Government officials, at the
first meeting of which, in 1981, he said "the Couneil shall alao b
a vital field for interaction and integration between Lhe opinions
of its members and full co-operation and integration between

& His Majestly
greels an elderly
cilizen,

B His Majesly
(feurth from right,
front row) leads
his Ministers in
prayer on the
accasion ol the
Eid Al Adha in
June this year.,

B A memorable
moment for a
young boy.
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obligations of the current stage of development".

This democratic process was carried a stage further in 1991,
with the implementation of His Majesty's stated intention of es-
tablishing a Majlis Ash'Shura, a State advisory council whally
composed of representatives of the people, and with no govern-
ment membership. The representatives are nominated by the
peaple of the 59 wilayats (Governorates) throughout the country,
In his opening address to the Majlis, His Majesty called o s
members o serupulously appreciate the great responsibilities
they had undertaken,

The Majlis Ash'Shura has already demonstrated ils con-

structive role in representing the people of the Sullanate: as
an example, in aceordance with His Majesty's overall directives,
this year the Majlis has held joint meetings with the Oman
Chamber of Commerce and Industry, the banks. and other con-
cerned authorities, in order o prepare a comprehensive study to-
wards strengthening the country's trade activities: His Ex-
cellency the Minister of Communications has held discussions
with the Majlis Ash'Shura, on the invitation of the President, on
his plans for developing the country's port services and reported
Lo the Majhis on the progress that has been made: similarly, His
Excellency the Minister of Posts, Telegraphs, and Telephones
has submitted a detailed report to the Maglis, and had detailed
discussions with it on his Ministry's extensive plans for the de-
velopment of the Telecom services, while, at the same time,
seeking to reduce charges to the publie.

Secondly, His Majesty's annual tours of the Interior, when he
15 accompanied by many of his ministers, provide him with the
opportunity to meel individual Omanis face o face, listen to
their suggestions and discuss their problems, thus giving him a
valuable means of assessing their needs. On these ocesisions, the
appropriate minister is called in and the matter is doalt with im-
mediately,

Also, every year on the national anniversary on 18th No-
vember, His Magesty delivers 1 major address to the nation
when he reviews the achievements of the previous vear and oul
lines future policies. In his National Day speech last vear, Hig
Majesty called upon his people to face the chullenges of the [u-
ture with hard work, effort, and enlightened thought, He par-
tieularly stressed Lhat it was their duty to fit the vouth of the
country to take their vightful places in all walks of life, thus
eliminating the need for expatriate assistance and ereating in-
creased working opportunities, The private sector must pur-
tictpate energetically with government in preparing Omanis as a
productive force in the national interest,

L4

-4 His Majesty
receives a petition
during his annual
WMeet-the- People
Tour 1993,

B His Majesty
decorates a
member of (he
Sultan’s Special
Forces.
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In his apeeches and public statements to his people, His Ma
jesty has also continued to place great emphasis and importance
on diversifying Oman's economy away from total dependence on
oil revenues, and on giving encouragement to the private sector.
These oil revenues are [orecast to continue for many years to
come, but His Majesty has long recognised the need to broaden
the country's economic base, not only as a precaution against
possible fulure uncertainties of the oil market, but also as a
means ol providing more career opportunities for Oman's gradu-
ates and school leavers. His Magesty has also strongly em-
phasised the need for Omanmisation, the replacement of foreign
labour by Omani nationals, and considerable progress is being
made in the lurtherance of this policy.

The advent of the Gulf erisis in August 1990, brought un-
precedented problems to every slate in the region. Consistent
with his policy of seeking to promote peaceful solutions to inter
national dispputes, His Majesty supported all eonstructive ef
forts to bring about a just settlement of the erisis, essentially
based upon the withdreawal of Iraq from its occupation of Ku
wait, and support for the United Nations resolutions. At the
same time, His Majesty provided a safe sanctuary for the many

L6

& His Majesty
leads Oman's
delegation at the
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Abu Dhabi,
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Kuwaitis who fled to Oman. When the full outhreak of hostilities
nevertheless ensued, His Majesty acted in complete solidarity
with his brother leaders of the AGCC, In the aftermath of the
war, His Majesty has sought to further the consolidation of peace
in the region, and prevent any future threat Lo its stability, not-
ably through his chairmanship of the AGCC Higher Committee
for Security,

Both in his speeches, and in the active formulation and pur-
suit of his political policies, His Majesty has continually advocal-
ed the necessity for all conntries of the world to work for better
understanding and peaceful cooperation, both through support
for the United Nations and other world bodies, and through their
individual efforts.

An example of His Majesty's internationalist policies has
heen his convietion that the Sultanate, and the Arab World in
general, should seck pogitive ways in which to develop mutually
fruitful relations with Europe, particularly in the light of those
events which have taken place there which offer the prospect of
a new era of peacelul co-existence between the countries of that
community. To this end, His Majesty took the lead in hosting an
historic meeting in Muscat of foreign ministers from the AGUC
gtates and the Buropean Community — the first oceasion when
guch a meeling has been held between the two communities,

In furtherance of this policy, the Sultanate became the first
non-member country to hold a national exhibition at the Eu-
ropean Parliament in Strashbourg, and last year held a suceessful
exhibition in Budapest. Also, last year, Oman participated in the
international exposition at Seville, Expo '92, which was attended
by thousands of visitors, Hiz Majesty has taken a keen personal
interest in all these enterprises,

Within the Gulf region, His Majesty this year successfully
reached agreement with the Republic of Yemen on the border be-
tween the two countries, This followed an earlier similar accord
with the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. Friendly relations with the
United Arab Emirates have been further strengthened in the
past year.

His Majesty 18 also deeply concerned with the protection of
the environment, In a message to the international conference
on the environment held in Bragzil in June last year, he stressed
this concern and called for energetic effort to be made by the
world community to deal with this urgent problem. His Majesty
has instituted an international award for the conservation of the
environment, which he has presented to UNESCO for conferring
on individuals or organisations that play a distinguished role in
conseryving the enviromment.



With the vevival of the spirit and life of the Sullanate came a greal
mterest in the country’s origing. Encouraged by His Majesty, scholars
slarted to invesligate the remote past of this historie land where man
first appeared after the Tast Lee Age, about 12,000 B.C. Though very lit
tle i known about the pre-Tslamic pasl, many fascinating discoveries
have been made, Archaeological sites dating back to the third mil-
lennium B.C. are believed to he contemporary with the remion's Barbar
culture and the great river cultures of Mesopotamia and Moherjodaro,
Evidence has been found of trade between Sumer, a land which exigted
hefore Babylon, and Oman,

Copper mining and smelting by the year 2000 B.C, had become a
sizenble industry, as revealed by excavations at locations in the Sahar
area. The largest of these so far identified ig at Lagail where, in-
ecidentally, copper mining has recently been resumed, 1t seems eortain
thal the legendary country of ‘Magnn’, veferved to in Sumerian tablots
s a souree of copper, was Oman,

Frankineense, the wromatic gum used in ancient Egyptian and Fu-
ropean rites, and teaditionally offered by the Queen of Sheba to Sol-
aman, was produced in Dhofar, in southern Oman. One of the most pre-
vious of the ancient world's commodities, it is another Omani product,
that is now being exploited as an essential hase ingredient in a highly
fashionable scent,

Although trading, farming and fishing settlements existed in Oman
as fur back as the fourth millennium B.C., there i no evidence ol any de-
veloped urban vivilisation during this early period. One of the reasons
miay be that thers was no yﬂ-.il river whire a city society would normal-
by be centred. Also, Oman's terrain divided the country into three ve ry
distinel sprts of culture,

Within the rock of Oman's abrupt mountain spine existed self-
sufficient, fiercely independent farming and pastoral ecommunities that
were already Mourishing when the first Arab people came to Oman from
southern Arabia some 2,000 years ago. In the foothills to the west and in
the great deserts bevand, nomadic peaple led their awn, vory distinet
lifee, Along the highly eultivated Batinah coagt lived farmers, fishermen,
merchants and sailors who were the people most exposed to the rest of
the waorld by nature of their trades and geographical location, These an
cient distinetiong to some extent still exist, within the modern united
Sultanate.

Cyrus the Graat, founder of the Persian cmpire, dominated the area
in the fourth eentury B.C. With the eonsequent introduction of the fa
mous falaj syetem of undergeound irvigation, the prosperity of the Ha-
tinah greatly inereased,

Still in pre-Islamic times, tribes from the Yemen legend has il
that they came from the region of the famous Marib dam — trickled into
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18 descended, entered Oman. Then Oman was under the rale of the Per-
sians, but the Azd were able t vegain Oman from the Persian rule and
they apread Arvab influenee Lo all parts of the eountry. 1slam came to
Oman, and Abd and Jaifar, the song of Julandi bin A1 Mustalkbar, cm-
braced Tslam.

From the seventh 1o the fifleenth centuries Oman’s maritime trade
flourished. Omean ships regularly ealled at porls in Persin, India, and
Southeast Asia, As early as the eighth century, the fame of the great
Oman seaman Abu Ubmida bin Abdulla bin al Qassim, who lad the
foundations for scientific maritime noavigation and made a 7,000
kilomelre voyage [rom Cman Lo Canton (Guangzheu! in China, was
widely known, As they travelled and traded, the Omanis spread the mes-
sage of lelam as well s the Arabie language and eulture,

In 1607, nine vears after Vaseo da Gama vounded the Cape of Good
Hope, finding o sea route fo India — ironieally being guided by the fa-
mons Cmani navigator Ahmad bin Majid — a Porduguese eet bratally
packed Muscal and within a vear the Portuguese fag lew al several
places along the coast,

Nearly a century and a half later, in 1650, Sultan bin Saif Al Yarubi
reconguered Museat, Then, having huilt up o powerful fleet for the war
of liberation, he carried the war into the Indian Ovean, establishing o
wealthy state with colomial possessions in East Africa.

Sayyrd Said bin Sultan is an historically prominent Omani ruler who
exercised power during the period 1807-1856, During this time Oman's
mfluence reached Zanzilar and sther parts of East Africa in addition (o
provinees in Persia and Baluchistan. Museat became an important com
mercial centre and meeting point for the enlive Gulf area. Sayyeid Said
concentreated hig efforts on developing and tnproving his countey's vom.
meree and economy, 1L was Sayvid Said, ineidentally, who inlroduced
Lhe elove to danzibar which he brought eriginally from Indonesia. These
plantations provided o third of the Sultanale’s budget. During his reign,
Oman developed her relations with many parts of the world; a special
envay was sent to the United States in 1840 — the first Arab emissary to
that country. Oman was thus the first Avab country to establish dip-
lomatic relations with the United States. T8 had already concluded
agreements and conventions with Great Bratain, Franee, Holland and
other countries,

Therealter, however, there followed o period of decline and, at the
tiee of the First World War, Oman's share of inlernational commeoereial
sebivities wae very limited, Indeed, Oman remained largely isolated
from the eesl ol the world until, in 1870, His Majesty Sultan Qaboos
came to power, His Majesty's reign was the beginning of o bright new
era Lhat renewed Oman's historie glories and apened o new chapter of
development, prosperity, and social and economic progress.
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- The Sultanate abounds with innumerable
ancient forts, and other relics of its often
turbulent past, when defence agains! invasion
was vital. The fort at Nakhl.

p The beautiful masque at Bahla, The exquisite
carvings date from the 14th cenlury.

¥ These 4,000 year-old tower iombs atles! o
Oman's long cultural history.
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A map of the Arabian Peninsula rather resembles a boot with Lthe
toe puinting in a north-easterly direction. Oman, with 300,000 square
kilometres of very varied, striking lereain, occupies the south-eastern
part of the Peninsula, with a coastline which extends for 1,700
kilometres,

Dominated by an interior of jagged mountains simply called al-
Hayr, "the Rock,' the country is o magic tapestey of different terrains,
The mountains, whose king at a soaring 3,075 metres is the terraced
dabal al-Akhdar ("The Green Mountain'), rise steaight out of the coastal
plaing or the sea, or soar oul of the gravel plateaux and shifting dunes
in Lhe Interior,

The country ranges from the ford-like barren majesty of the Mu-
sandam Peninsula that plunges into the Strait of Hormuz in the north,
to the fertile Batinah plain that inclines south-east towards Muscat,
from the vasl, sandy edge of the Rub' al-Khali (The Gmpty Quarter)
through the mountains Lo the lush, monsoon-based near-tropical Sa-
lalah plainin the south,

To the west (hman borders Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emi-
rales; to the south, Republic of Yemen: 1o the north the Steait of Hor
muz; and to the east the Avohian Sea

# The famed
Wahiba Sands
meel the Arablan
Sea.

= Beauliful
Dhofar.

¥ A curious rock
termation at
Dugm
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Geographically, Uman falls into o mamber of distinet areas,

Muscat Area

The moat important of this densely populated area are the lovely old
capital of Museat sheltered in its picturesque bay; the larger modern port
of Muttrah which 1z surrounded by Lhe old residential and trading town,
and modern, busy Ruwi whieh is both a commercial centre and
regidential extension of the capital. Bevond this apain, residential
satellite lownships and industrial estates have been spreading at a fast
pace, changing the area bevond recognition for someone who hag nol
visited Oman for a few years, Qurivat, which is situated on the coast
midway between Muzcat and Sur, 15 one of the major towns in this area

Batinah Plain

The Batinah vuns from the frontier with the UAFE for a distance of

some 270 kilometres soulh-cast almost to Mugseat, [t is situated between
the coust and the Western Hajar, varying from 10 to 30 kilometres in
width, Cultivation is limited to a narrow coastal strip, seldom wider

than three kilometres. The Batinah is one of the most populous areas of

Oman; the main towns are: Barka, Masana'a, Suwaig, Khabura, Sa-
ham, Sohar, Liwa and Shinas,

Western Hajr (‘Rock’) Mountains

Like the Batinah Plain, this mountain range runs parallel to the

¥ HNight falls on
mountaing and
S04,



¥ Terraced

cultivation on the
Jebel Akhdar (the
Green Mountain),

coaal from the United Arab Emirates in the north o wadi Mu'awal in
the south, The highest peaks, up to 3,075 melres, lie to the south-cast at
Jabal nl-Akhdar, Thers are many seblements on Ahe Western Hagar, the
most important being Rustaq, Awabi, Mu'nwal and Nakhl,

The Interior (Al Joof)

This is the central plateau that slopes from the northern base of Ja-
bl al-Akhdar southwards Lo the desert. 16 is bounded on e wesl by
Dhahira and on the east by Sharqiya, The area hag four main valleys:
Anda'm, Haltein, Bahla and Samail, The Halfein and Samail valleys to-
gether form a natural break in the Western Hajar mountain range pro-
viding the traditional route between Museat and the Interior. 1t 15 also
ane of the most populous areas of Oman, its main towns being: Nizwa,
Bahla, Samuml, leki, Manah, Bidbid and Adam

Dhahira Area

Thig it a semi-desert plain, slaping from the southern flanks of the
Western Hajar into the Rub' al-Khah (Empty Quarter), 1t is bordered to
Lhe north by Yadqul, Jaw and Buraimi and to the south it is divided from
Oman proper by Jabal al Koor (Deyar al Durooat and from the east by
Deyvar Bani Hinah, The major settlements are on lwo principal wadis,
Wadi Dank and Wadi al-Ain, the towns being Dank, Thei and Yangal,
The northern extension of the plain of Dhahira is knewn ag Jau, In this
gmall area between the border of the United Arab Emirates and the
Western Hugar, the population is concentraled
around the irrigated date caltivation of the Bu-
rilmi vasis,

Sharqiva Area

The Shargivah 1 an area of sandy plains and
villeys Iying on the inland side of the Fastern
Hisjar, I ig bordered to the south-east by the dis-
trael of Jaalan and Lo the south by the Wahiba
Sands, The Joalan s o sandy plain forming the
gouthern extension of the Shargivah ond ex-
tending to the Arabian Bea, [41s hordered on the
northern side by the Eastern Hajar and in the
south by the Wahiba Sands, The main towns are
b Sur, Al Qabil, Ihra, Mudairib, Samad, Mudaibi,
Sinaw, Wadi Beni Khalid, Al Karmal, Al Wal, Bi-
ladl Bam bu Hassan, Bilad Bani bu Ali, Al Ash-
leara and Tas Al Hadd,

Barr-al-Hekman

This is an area of approxamately G50 square
kilometres. Masivah Island is situated o the
vast, separated by a channel of 14 Kilometres,
The area of the Barr consists of sall Nals and, on






-« The road lo
Bukha skirts the
massive
mountains of
Musandam.

oeeasion, the sea covers as much as five kilometres of the land area, Most
af tho population live on the island of Mahawt and are fishermen,

Southern Region (Dhofar)

The Southern Region of Oman aceounta for a third of the country’s to-
bl area. The coastal plain, extending from Ravsot in the west past Sa-
lalah, 12 nowhere wider than about sight kilometres, but the fertile al
luvial soil 18 well watered between June and Seplember by the monsoon.
The rains wlao irvigate the tree-dotted hills that rise 1500 metres above
the eoastal plain, To the north-west, the region's horder with the King-
dom of Saudi Arabin runs through the BEmply Guarter. The main towns
and villages here are: Salalah, Taga, Mirbat, Sudh, Thumrait, Rak-
bvout, Dalgut, Shaleem and Magshin,

The Musandam

Separated from the rest of Oman by part of the United Arab Eni-
rates, Lhis is the northernmost part of the Sullanate, The rugged moun-
Lains rige up to LEOG metres above sea level and the coast which juls
into the Straight of Hormuz, has a spectacular, ford-like look, The main
Lowns are; Khasah, Bayah, Madha, Bukha, Kumear and Lima,

Regions

The Sultanate is divided into 5% wilayats (regions), inoeach of which
the Government 1s represented by a wali (governor), Museat has its own
governor with nssistants in Muttrah, Seeb and Baushar, as does the Mu-
sundam with assistants in Khasab, Bayah and Bukha, Dhofor also has
its own governor with assistunts,

Climate

The climate varies from region Lo region, In the coastal areas it is hot
and humd m summer, In the Interior it i hol and dey with the execp-
tiom of some higher loeations where i1 is temperate all vear round, In the
sonthern region. the climate 18 more benign, The country’s rainfall &
senerally low and irregular, although heavy local rains are sometimes
experienced, with the exception of the southern region where heavy
monsoon rains regularly ocenr between June and September,

Population

The erogseurrents of history with its migrations and invasions have
swept Oman sinee Lime immemorial, but its people hiave remaimed of ba-
sically Arab origin. Chmani sociely consista of four basie categories; the
people of the sea who live by fishing, seafaring and trading; the ag-
riculturalists of the Batinah coast and the South, and these of the Inter
wr who employ the alla) system of rvigation; the moeantain people of
Dhofar and the Mosandam; and the Bedouin of the desert areas. The
population is estimated at 2 million,






- Flowers bloom
in profusion
during the annual
monsoon,

GOVERNMENT

The admimstrative system of the State under His Majesty
Sultan Qahoos hin Said Al Said consists of the Diwan of the Roy-
al Court headed by HE. Sayvid Saif bin Hamad bin Saud, Min-
ister of the Diwan of the Royal Court, the Mimistry of Palace Of
fice AdTairs headed by HLE. General Al bin Majid al Ma’amari,
the Cabinet of Ministers and Secretariat of the Cabinet, the Spe-
cinhsed Councils, Governorate of Muscat and the Majhs
Ash'shura,

The Cabinet of Ministers is the highest executive authority,
derviving itz power from His Majesty the Sultan lo whom it is col-
lectively responsible.

Laws and decrees are authorised by His Majesty, Inter-
national treaties, agreements and charters signed or approved
by His Majesty become law from the date of their publication in
the Official Gazette.

The Cabinet of Mimisters congists of:

His Highness Sayyid Thuwaini hin Shihab Al Said,

Personal Representative of His Majesty the Sultan,

His Highness Sayyid Fahr bin Taimour Al Said,

Dieputy Prime Minister for Security and Defence,

His Highness Sayyid Fahd bin Mahmood Al Said,

Deputy Prime Mimster for Legal Affairs,

His Excellency Qais bin Abdul Murmim Al Zawaw,

Deputy Prime Minister for Finaneial and Eeonomic Affairs.

His Highness Sayyid Faisal bin Ali Al Sand

Minister of National Heritage and Culture,

His Excellency Said bin Ahmed Al Shanfari,

Minister of Petroleum and Minerals,

Hizs Excellency Hamoud bin Abdullah Al Harthi,

Minmister of Justice, Awgaf and [slamie Alfairs,

His Excellency Yahya bin Mahfudh Al Manthr,

Mintster of Bducation,

Vice-Chaneellor of Sultan Qabops University,

His Excellency Sayyid Badr hin Sa'oud bin Hareb,

Minister of the Interior,

His Excellency Abdul Axiz bin Mohammed Al Rowas,

Minister of Information,

His Excelleney Sayyid Al Mutassim bin Hamoud Al Busadi,

Minister of State and Governor of Museat.

His Excelleney Yousel bin Alawi bin Abdullah,

Minister of State Tor Foreign Alfairs.

His Excellency Salim bin Abdullah Al Ghazali,

Mimster of Communications,
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His Excellency Ahmed bin Suwaidan Al Balushi,
Minister of Posts, Telegraphs and Telephones.

His Excellency Sheikh Mohammed bin Ali Al Qatabi,
Minister of Electricity and Water,

His Excellency Sheikh Mohammed bin Abdullah bin Zaher

Al Hinai,

Minister of Agriculture and Fisheries.

His Excellency Sayyid Mussallam bin Ali Al Busaidi,
Minister of State and Governor of Thofar,

His Excellency Ahmed hin Abdul Nabi Macki,
Minister of Civil Serviee.

His Excelleney Malik bin Suleiman Al Ma'amari,
Minister of Housing.

His Excelleney Dr. Ali bin Mohammed bin Moosa,
Minister of Health.

His Excellency Sayyid Hamoud bin Faisal bin Said,
sSecretary Lo the Cabinet.

His Excelleney Sheikh Amer bin Shuwain Al Hosni,
Minister of Regional Municipalities and Environment,
His Excellency Hamed bin Said Al Oufi,

Minister of Water Resources,
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His Excelleney Ahmed bin Mohammed bin Salim Al Esai,

Minister of Social Affaira and Labour

The Secretariat of the Cabinet of Ministers 15 responsible for
the smooth funetioming of the Government machinery, One of 12
functions s to ensure that the Cabinel decisions are imple-
mented within the given time-frame and budget,

The Governorate of Museat iz responsible for the admimstea-
tion of the eity,

For easier adminiatration of Oman's large lund area and scat-
tered population centres, the country has been divided into 59
Wilayats (regions) under the jurisdiction of the Ministry of the
Interior, At the head of each Wilayal 15 0 Wali frovernor)

The Office of the Deputy Prime Minister for Legal Affairs is
responsible for:

tar  sStreamlining procedures and systems for legslation,
futwa for interpretation of the laws and contracts,

ibi Preparing and publishing volumes of laws, issued an-
nually.

el Preparing and publishing the Official Gazelle,

() Advising ministries on legal matters and drafting new
legialation.



Majlis Ash'Shura

In the course of his National Day address (o the Nation in No-
vember 1990, His Majesty Sultan Qaboos announced that a Maj
lis Ash'Shura was to replace the State Consaltative Couneil,
originally  consisting of 35 nominated members, and sub-
sequently increased to 55 members, The main difference was Lo
be that whereas the State Consultative Council was a nominated
body, the Majlis Ash'Shura was to be wholly elected with no Gov-
ernment members, Each wilayvat, of which there was 59 through-
out the country, now sends one elected member to the Maglis,
The term of membership is for three calendar years, and may be
renewable lor another term or more according to the respective
procedures. The President of the Majlis is apponted by Royal
Deeree,

Fach wilayat nominates three cibizens as candidates for elec.
tion o the Majlis. The nominations are administered by a com-
mittee consisting of respected citizens of experience and ability
in the wilayat, One of the three nominees is then selected for
membership of the Majlis.

Among the principal duties of the Majlis is the reviewing ol
all social and economie dralt laws, prepared by Ministries, hefore

A His Majesly
Sultan Qaboos
with members of
the Majlis
Ash'Shura at their
first session al
the Al Alam
Palace in Muscat.
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their enactment, The Majlis also participates in setting up de-
velopment plans, and in the following up of their execution with
in the general strategy framework of the State, and in ac
cordiance with the availability of funds. It also participates in the
work to conserve the environment.

The Couneil of Ministers arvanges two annual meetings at-
tended by the President and Burcan Members of the Majlis to
follow up the coordination procedures between the Gavernmend
and the Majlis, The Ministers of public service Ministries submit
annual data reports in respect of their Ministries' performance,
to the Maghs, whose President submits a report of its activitics
Lo His Majesty the Sullan.

Article |
[t shall have an independent administrative and financial
slatus and shall be localed in Museal,

Article 11

The Council shall have 59 members, each representing o Wi-
layat of the Sultanate, The selection of the members is to he car-
ried out according to the following procedure -



A Fwery Wilayal to nommate three citizens, resident in the & The people
Wilavat. The nomination is carried oul by a Commiltee con-  greet His Majesty

i o E T . r i ik with flowers
5151 ATIES e Walavial & | atue 1
sisting of dignitaries of the Wilayvat and people of valued apinion duriing hils vl

anid experience, 10UF:
B One of the three nominees of each Wilayat is to be se-
lected as o member of the Counel,
(' A Royal Deeree will be issued naming the zelected mem-
bers

Article 111
The period of membership to the Couneil iz three years which
can be renewed Tor another term or more,

Article IV
A Royal Decree will be issued naming the President of the
Couneil,

Article V

The Council members shall celect two deputies for the Pres-
ident from among the members of the Council. This will be done
during the first session.



Article VI

The office of the Council will melade the President, hig two
deputies and five members of the Council to be selected by the
Clouneil during the first session,

Article VII

The Counecil shall have a Secrotariat-General consisting of
the Secretarv-General and a pumber ol assistant ceeretaries aud
employees,

The Secretary-General is to be appointed by a decision from
the Couneil s office on a recommendation by the President,

The Secretary-General 1s to be granted the financial grade of
an Under-Secretary.

Article VIII

Ash'shura Council shall assist the Government in all matters
coneerning the Omani Society and it shall sugpgest the means of
reinforeing the basie structures and the original values of Omani
sieiely.

Article IX

In order Lo achieve its poals, the Couneil shall have the fol-
lowing powers -

1. Review of deaft legislation on economic and social mat-
ters which is prepared by the Ministries hefore heing issued.

2. Presents ils proposals on whal it regards as necessary as
o the development of economic and social laws that are ex-
ecuted in the Sultanate,

3. Providing opinion and proposals on general policies pre-
sented to it by the Government.

4. Participation in the preparation of the Country's develop-
ment plans, the following up of their implementation in the con-
text of the State's general strategy and according to its available
polentialitics

5. Participation in reinforcing the citizens' awareness of the
development objectives, priorities and the efforts that are ex-
erted to carry them out. This will reinforce the link between the
citizens and the Government,

6.  Participation in the efforts for the conservation of the en-
vironment and its protection from pollution.

7. The study of matters related Lo public services and util-
ities and presentation of suggestions on how to develop them.

K. Swdving obstacles that face the economic sector and the
presentation of appropriate suggestions aimed at overcoming
those ohstacles.



thinks should be presented to the Couneil,

Article X

The Couneil of Ministers shall devote two meetings a year to
he attended by the President and the members of the Council's
office, The ohjective is o follow up means of coordination be-
tween the Government and the Couneail in the Public interest.

Article X1

The Publie Service Ministers shall submit annual statements
on the achievements and plans of their Ministries and shall an-
swer questions by the Couneil members on these plans.

The Council has the right to call any of the Public Service
Ministers to dizenss matters related Lo the duties of their Min-
iatries wheneyer Lhis is requirved,

Article XII

The Government Ministries and organisations and Publie Au-
thorities shall cooperate with the Ash'shura Council so as to fa-
cilitate its mission, They shall submit to the Council any state-
ments or information regarding matters within the concern of
Lhe Couneil.

Article X111

The Council shall refer to its concerned committees whatever
applications or proposals are recetved from citizens on general is-
sues and then seek the Government's opinion,

The citizen shall be entitled to receive an answer to his/her
Feguest,

Article XIV

The President of the Council shall submit to His Majesty the
Sultan the results of the Council's activity onee a year,

Issued on 12 November 1991

Specialised Councils

The Specialised Councils were set up by Royal Decree. They
are under the chairmanship of His Majesty the Sultan and com-
prige some members of the Cabinet of Ministers and other of-
licials, In addition, some of the Specialised Councils include
prominent members of the community.

ad



Some of these Councils are:

The Development Council which plans obyectives and general
policies for economic development, supervises projects and pro-
cedures which fall within the overall State Plan, and coordinates
the aetivities of the different Ministries and Government de-
partments in the execution of the current development plan,

The Finaneial Affairs Couneil which applies the financial pol
iey of the State and draws up the national budget. Among other
matters it studies the fingneial allocations for economic develop:
ment projects

Other Councils are:

The Sultan Qaboos University Council whieh is vesponsible
For maintaining the standard of the University, and the es-
tablishment of new eolleges, sections or cenlres, The Council 15
chaired by H.H, Sayyid Fahad bin Mahmood al Said, Deputy
Prime Minister for Legal Affairs

The Civil Service Counail draws up general policies relating

to the Civil Service. Among its other respomsibilities 18 examing-

¥ Adebateinthe  tion of Civil Service problems and finding solutions to them, tak-
Majlis. ing into consideration public interests, The Couneil is chaired by

e 1 i
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Tender Board

In aceordance with directions hy His Majesty the Sultan, a
Tender Board was established by Roval Decree in 1973, with
subsequent promulgation of the Law and Regulations for Tend-
ers, and amendmentz. The purpose of the Board ig 1o ensure the
fair and equitable allocation of contracts.

The Tender Board Comprises -

His Excellency the Adviser to His Majesty the Sultan for De-
velopment Planning Affairs, as Chairman,

His Excellency the Minister of Housing, as Deputy Chairman.

His Excellency the Minister of Electricity and Waler, as Dep-
uty Chairman.

In addition to whom there are the (ollowing Members:

His Excellency the Minister of Regional Municipalitics and
the Environment.

Hiz Excellency the Minister of Civil Service,

Hig Excellency the Undersecretary for Financial Alfairs,

Hig Excellency the Undersecretary for Communications.

His Exeellency the Undersecretary fur Commerce and [n-
dustry.

The Board is agsisted in discharging ivs responsibilities by an
Executive Secrotariat that carries oul studies and prepares re-
ports on all matters related to the Board's operations. The Sec-
retariat forms an active link between the Board and the various
Government authorities that issue their tenders via the Board.

The Board’s Powers and Prerogatives

The Board is responsible for all Government tenders, whether
these involve assignments, purchases of items or project im prle-
mentation, with the exception of contracts and projects related to
Defence installations or those covered hy a special stipulation in
the Law or Regulations for Tenders. In addilion, the Board [ol-
lows up developments in the implementation of prajects from
their inception until their completion, This is made possible by
the fact that Ministries and Government organisations regularly
keep the Board informed of all problems associated with the pro-
jeets” implementation. Consequently, the Board takes effective
action to solve these problems hy studying them and finding ap-
propriate solutions to them in coordination with the authorities
on whose behalf the projects are being carrvied ont. When nee-
essary, the Board also issues all circulars and directives required
for regulating the progress of the work in hand.
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In exercising its duties the Board complies with established
and well-studied procedures. These enable it to fulfil its role in
the best possible manner,

These procedures may be summarised as follows:

Hefore putting any project out to general tender the Board
thoroughly checks the relevant documents and contracts - in co-
ardination with the Government hody concerned — to ensure that
they are acceptable. In doing a0 it has the right to ask for as-
sistance from experts, who may be employees of the State or oth-
er Omani or non-Omani technical personnel, either within the
Sultanate or abroad. This stage of operation is of particular im-
portance; a thorongh check of the documents prior to putting the
project oul to tender assists in the elimination of any problems
that might otherwise occur after the issue of the invitation lo
tender, or while the project 15 being implemented, This pro-
vedure saves considerable time and effort and ensures a high
standard of work. As a result great savings are made on costs
and the project 13 implemented i the required manner,

The Board alse forms negotiating committees in cases where
the nature of the work involved is such that the necessary pro-
cedures have to be completed through negotiation. The Tender
Law stipulates that these committees should be chaired hy one
of the Deputy Chairmen, and should alzo include the Under-
secretary for Financial Affairs and a representative from the
Ministry on whose behalf the project i being carried out. The
committees put their recommendations before the Board so that
the appropriate decision may be made.

C OO0 >



Undoubtedly the maost important event in the field of foreign affairs
in 1892 was the signing of o definitive agreement with the Yemen He-
public specifying in detail the frontier belween the two States, The
signed doeument had two annexes, one of which governs regulations on
the use of water resourees and pasture lands in the border region in ae-
cordance with the prevailing tribal customs among the people in the
area. This aceord follows a similar agreement signed with Saudi Arabia
i 191 defining the htherto undelineated borders between the two
countries, Thus, all border problems between the Sultunale and its
neighbours have now been settled amicably,

The Sultanate of Oman has o Jong history of contacts and relations
with eountries pulgide the Arab world poang hack many centuries. Be-
Lween the seventh and Gfteenth centuries il had a Qourishing marfame
trade with China and the Indin sub-continent and i later vears with
Bast Africa. The Bultanate was the first Arab eountry to establish con
tact with the United States of America in the first half of the nine-
teenth century, by which time it already had a treaty relationship with
the United Kmgdom and relations with France. However, with the
death of Sayyid Said bin Sultan (Said the Greal) in 1856, and the sep-
arvation of the Kast Afriea possessions from Oman, the countey fell into
a state of isolation for 100 years antil 1970, when it re-emerged onto
the international scene following the aecession of His Majesly Sultan
Gabwws bin Said,

It wag o formidable task 1o make the Sultanate's presence known
and felt in international vircles. From the start, His Majesty defined
eertain principles which have been consistently fullowed during the
prast bwenty-three years. These prineiples include good neighbourliness
and non-intervention in others mternal affairs, respect for internation-
al laws and Craditions, strengthening cooperation between the States of
thee Gulf, furtifving relations with other Arab countries, as well as s
porting ssucs of interest in the Avab world, enhancing lslamic eoopera
tion, supporting just African causes. exploring all avenues fiv increased
vooperation with the Forepean Community and olher internationl
bodies, and following a policy of non-alignment and establishing cordial
relationg with all friendly vountries,

The Sultanate’s relations with the Western Nations streteh back
aver 200 vears, and Oman today altaches greal importanee o them,
which 15 sxemplified by its hosting of the Gulf-European Dialogue in
1990, This represented the first ministerial contacl between the foreign
ministers of the six Arah Gull States and the European Community,
Chnan steongly supported this historie event in a apirit ol eooperalion
which reflected the deep friendship linking the two communities,
whose continuous relationship goes back over such o long period of
hime. In addition to the recent visit of Pregident Mitterrand of Franee,



& His Majesty
receives a
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President of the
People's Republic
of China,

there have been vigits rom Uhe President of Portugal and the Prinee of
Wales, ag well ag the foreign ministors of Russia and Deeland and the
Prime Minister of the United Kinpdom.

Under His Majesty's direction, snergetic elforls have suecesafully

boeen made o seenre Chman's proper place among the nationg of 1he
world, and the Sullanate has made effective contrbutions towards
world issues, helping 1o solve international problems and working Tor
world peace and security,

Oman jomed the Arab League on 28th September 1971 and the
United Nations on Tth October of the same year, In 1972 the Sultanate

joined the lslamie Conlerence Chrgamsation and in 1873 became o

member of the Non-Aligned Croup. The Sultanate has also joned
many specialised international erganisations (see list af the end of this
ihargalirs,

[ December 1989 (he Sultanate played host to the Heads of Stat
ol the Gulf community, when the 10th Summt of the Supreme Council
al the Gulf Cooperation Couneil was held in Museat, The Summnut
marked a new phase: it wag o true expresasion of the nature of relations
between the Gull' States and reflected their endeavours to expand theiy
goals, serve the common ohjectives and interests of the single Gull fam-
ily and provide o brighter future for its people

The Sultanate has always mamtaned good relations with Iran n
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accordanee with ils poliey of good neghbourhness, and made great ef

forts to bring sboul a rapprochement between [ran and certaim ol the
Gull States, In 1990 Museal was the venue for a mecting between the
foreipm ministers of the Kingdom of Saudi Avabin and the Tslamic Re-
public of lron. As o result, the two counteies agreed fo resume diplo
matic velations following a three-year break: Corrently, in the dispute
Bedweon the United Avalb Emirates and [ran over the ownership of the
Creeater and Lesser Tomb elaonds and Abn Muosa, the Sultanate sup-
party the sovereignty of the Tnited Arab Emirates

his 130h Summil of the AGCC Jeaders was hold in Abu Dhabi in
Decomber last year, The declivation at the canclugion of the meeting
micludid a eategoric vejection ol the lranian sceapation of the Tumb Ts
s aned Abo Musa, and an argend call Lo the international communi-
Ly ol maations o take immaediate steps to pat an end to the acks of genn
cirde porpetrated pgainst the peaple of Boania-Heesegovina, and to sendd
prompt humanitarian rehel to them

['hee Palestine question is still the main focus of conflict i the Mid
dle East, Oman has given and continues to mve ttal support 1o the
Palestiman peoples’ vight o decide thew own fuloure in thewr own land
and establish their swn independent state. Chinan also supports all sin
eere offorts aimed al vestoring Lobanon's sell-being, secority and sta
bility



In November 1991 the Omani Diplomatie Institute was opened on
the premises of the Foreign Ministry, The aim of the new Institute is to
upgrade Chmani diplomatic standards, Stadies at the Institule contre
an Lapies relating do political affaies, international relations, erigis man

agement, eeonomy, and internations and diplimatic law, Studies alao
imelude consulir affairs and protocol, The history of Oman and its civil
veation are aleo meluded

Countries with which the Sultanate of Oman
has diplomatic relations

Albania, Republic ol

Algena, Democratic and Popular Republic of
Argentina, Republic of

Armemn, Republic of

Australia, Commonwealth of
Austria, Republic of

Azerbaijan, Republic of
Bahrain, State of

Bangladesh, People's Republic of
Bolurus, Republie of

Belgmm, Kingdom of

i 1]
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the OPEC and
IPEC States are
received by His
Majesty at Bait Al
Barka.



Bolivia, Republic of

Bruzil, Federative Republic of
Brunei, Darussalam State of
Bulgara, Hepublic of
Burlana Faso

Burundi, Republic of
Canada

Chad, Republic of

Chile, Taepuhlic of

China, Peoples Republic ol
Colombia, Republic of
Comuoros, Federal Telamie Republie of the
Chyprng, Hepublic of
Dervmark, Ringdom of
Pjibeaats, Hepublic of
Fewador, Republe of

Eevpl, Arab Repubilic ol
Fstonia, Republie ol
Firhand, Repulbilic of

France, Republic of

Ciabon, Republic ol

Gambia, Republic ol



CGihana, Republie of

Girevee, Hellenie Republic of
Crnines, Repubilic of
Guines-Bissau, Republic of
Hungary, Repubhc of
[eedind, Repubhe of

[ndia, Republic of
[ndonesin, Republic of

[ran, Islamic Republic of
Irag, Hepublic of

Teeland, Republic of

Laly, Republic of

iy Coast

Jamaica

Japan

Jurdan, Hashenute Kingdom of
Razakhastan, Hepublic of
Kenva, Republic of

Korea North, Democratie People's Republic of

Karen South, Republic of
Kuwait, State of

Kyrgyestan, Republic of
Latvia, Republic of

Lebaman, Republic of
Lithuania, Republic of
Luxembouwrs, Grand Duchy of
Mualuysia

Muldives, Republic of

Mali, Republic of

Malta, Republic of
Mauritania, lslamic Republic of
Mauriting

Mexieo, United Stales of
Moldova, Republic of
Mongolia, People's Republie of
Moroeen, Kingdom of
Muogambigue, Repoblic of
Mepal, Kingdom of
Netherlands, Kingdom of the
Mew Zealanid

Nicarngua, Republie of

Niger, Republic of

Nigeria, Federal Republic of
Norway, Kingdom ol
Pakistan, Islamie Republic ol



Peru, Republic of

Philippines, Republic of the
Polund, Republic of

Porlugal, Republic of

Gratar, State of

Romanii

[usgin Federation

Rwanda, Bepublic of

Saint Lucia

Sandy Arnban, Kingdom of
senegal, Republe of

Sevehelles, Republic of

Sierra Leone, Republic of
Singapore, Repubhe of

Semalin, Democratic Republic of
Hpain

St Lanka, Demoeratic Soeialist Republie of
Suddin, Republie of the

Hweden, Kingdom of

Switzerland, Confederalion of
Syria, Arab Republic of

Tajikastan, Republic of

Tanzania, United Republic of
Thailand, Kingdom of

Tmizia, Repulilic of

Turkey, Hepublic of

Turkmenistan

Uganda, Republic of

Ukraine

United Arab Emirates

United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Morthern Dreland

United States of America

Uruguay. Republic of

[zbekistan, Republie of

Vietnam, Soeialist Hepubhe of
Yemen, Republie of

Zaire, Republic of

Zambiz, Repulilic of

ZAimbabwe, Republic of

United Nations' oTiees in the Sultanate:
WHO — Warld Health Ovgamesation
UNICEF - United Nations International Children's Emergeney
Funid



Arab Organisations

il

Arubh Centre for Educational Researeh

Higher Education Counei

Crull Tnternational Bank

Conlf Cheganisation Tor Industeial Investment
Ciulf States’ Health Ministers’ Couneil

Gull Btates’ Labour and Social Affairs
Minigters' Couneil Continuity Office

Crulf Aiy

Arah Education Office for the Gull States

Gulf Television Board

Arab Gulf Uhiversily

Avaly Gull Co-operation Conmneil

Culf Regon Permanent Communications Commildes
Arab Gulf States” Joint Programme Production
Urmamssalions

Gl News Ageney

Co-aperation Council Slales Specilications and
Standards Boared

Technical Office for Communications

IGulf States Co-operalion Couneil )
Educational, Seientific and Cultural Organisations'
dvint Indormation Organisalinns

Juint Keonomic Organisations

Aoint Gulf Organisations in Other Co-operation Fields

Arab Postal Union

Chrganization of Arab Cities

League of Arab States

Arab States' Broadeasting Union

Avab Labour Ovganization

Arab Social Defence Orvganisation

Arab League Edueational, Cultural and

sSerentifie Organisation

Arab States' Civil Aviation Council

Arab Orgamisation for Agricallural Development
Arab Orvganisation for Specifications and Standards
Arvab Fuand for Econemic Growth in Afrien

Arab Administrative Development Organisation
Arah Centre for the Study of Avid and Desert Areas
Arab Fund for Eeanamic and Social Development
Arab Academy for Maritime Transport

Arab Health Mimaters' Counel
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Arahanl 10,7.76

Arah SBeouts” Offiee 1976
Arab Guides' Office 1871
Arab Manelary Fund haLTT
Arab Youth and Sports Ministers” Couneil 1.4.7H
Arah Ovganisabion for Industrial Development 1201 1
Arah Social Alfairs Ministers’ Couneil 26,0540
Arab Planning Instilule T.12.50
Arab Interor Mimisters' Couneil 23.9.52
Arab Justice Mimsters' Cooneil 23.9.82
Arab Housing Mimsters Couneil 23.9.82
Arah Telecommunications Unon 01154
Arab Towrizm Union 278,54
Arab Transport Ministers' Counel 2K.5.85
Arab World Institute in Para B 1LHT
Islamic Organisations Date Joined
lelamie International News Agency L4t
lalamic Conference Organisation 292,72
lsbamie Development Bank 128,74
Felwmie Molidarity Fund EH
lelamie States’ Broadeasting Orgnnisation 1975
Al uds Fund 1976
lslamic History and Cullure Research Centre 1478
Tsbimie Stales' Statistical, Beonomie and Social
Kesearch and Traiming Centre 1977
[elwmmic Technicsl and Yocational Training and
Research Centre A4.TH
Tnternational Committes for the Preservation il
lalamie Cultural Herntage 1974
Talamie Commereial Development Centre 197
Tslamie ducational, Scientific and Cultural
Organisation (ES1IERC0) (H ]
lslamie Figh Counel 1952
lslamie Capitals” Organisation 1952
International Organisations Date Joined
United Natwons Organisation T10.71
Waorld Health Orpanisation 27.5.71
UN Food amd Agriculture Chganization 11.71
Universal Postal Ulnion 17.5:71
International Monetary Fund 23.12.71

Internatinnal Bank for Reconstruction and
Dhevielopmient. 23.12.71



vaural Vrgamsabon (LN ot

International Telecommunications Union
International (Criminal) Police Organisation (Interpol)
International Civil Aviation Orsanisation
Non-Aligned Mavement

International Maritime Organisalion (MO0
Internutional Satellite Organisation (INTELSAT)
Warrld Mislevologieal Organ isation

World Conservation Union (TUCN)

Afro-Asian Organisation for Legal Consultations
Waorld Seout Bureau (WSH),

Afro-Asian Rural Reconstruetion Organisation
World Couneil for the Wellare of the Blingd

Regomal Cegamsation for Proteetion of the
Muritime Environment {ROPME)

United MNations' International Childreen’s
Emergency Fund (UNICEF)

International Whaling Commission (W
Internatienal Union Against Toberculosis ([UAT)
International Maritime Satellite Organisation
Alvo-Asiin Insurance Union

International Fund for Agricultural Development
United Nations Industeial Development Organisation
Internations| Civil Proteetion Organiaation
International Ovganisation for Statutory Meteorology
(Hice International des Epizootica

International Institute of Administrative Seience
International Standardisation Ovganisation
International Association of Sehools and

[nstitules of Administration

International Association of Lighthouse Authorities
International Hydrographic Oreanisation

World Associntion of Girl Guides and (irl Seouts
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INFORMATION

The advanees made in the Beld of information dissemination throueh
aul the Sultanate of Oman, throueh the media of vadio, television and
the press, have been truly remarkable when one considers that in 1970
(here were no newspapers, radio or televisien, Internal news al that
Lime could only be spread by word of mouth and external news from
foreign broadeasts picked up by transistor radies. Inalruetions from the
Sulton in Salalah were passed by radio telephone to the Army head-
gquarters in Bail Al Fala) and posted on the walls in Muaseat

Within o woeek of the aceession of His Majesty Sultan Gaboos, o
amall broadeasting station ol ondy one K owas insLalled gt Bait Al Fa-
[a), which enabled the mhabitants of Museal and the immediate aren
Lo hear a national radio for the fest time, 10 wag by this means Uhal
Hisg Majesty made his amitial broadeast 1o the nation outhining hig in-
tentions for the development of the country, T'wo vears lnter, in 1972, 1
new medium wave radio station of 10 Kw was inavgorated, broadeast
ingE regularly 14 hours o dov and 18 hours on holidays, Tn 1995, broad
easting comméenced in Museat on a L0 Kw medium wave transmitter
and a 50 Kw short wave installation. In Salalab i the South, trans
migsiong began in 1971, and in 1975 0 new radio station was opencd
there, alse broadensting on mediam wave al 100 1w, Ready for Nation-

al day, in 1985 the Museat moediam wave transmillor power wis in




Ly sibed i Saham, Boraemi, Nizwa and Sor to strenglhen and relay na-
tiomal Broadeasts and the short wave service was extended by addition-
al 100 Tw transmitters ot Mugeat and Thumyail,

In 18979 the two broadeasting sludios al Museat and Salalah were
linked By space satellite to improve radin transmissions, Proprammes
are originated from Museat during poart of the dav and fram Salalab a
ather times, thus achieving Tuller use of radio facilities: 1L hos thus
heen possible to extend Lhe contributions from Museat and Salalab Lo
many parts of Oman, oz well as the Gull and Enst Alvica, Reception re-
parls indicate that the short wave serviee is heard in Europe and Afvi-
ca, aod ocengionally in North America. Broadeasts aee now made in Ar-
abie, al 1242 Khe in Museat, 1035 Kha in Salalalh and on VHE FM for
15 hours daily. also in the English bnguage at 90.4 Mhz i Museal
and B4.3 Mhz in Salalah, for 156 hours. The main news in English is al
Fa, 1430 and 1830 houes daily, with news highlichts and headlines
at 10D, 1300 and 2200 hours, Classieal music 15 broadeast on the Enps
lish service from atter the news at 0730 hoors until 1200 howrs, and
light and popular musie from 1500 hours to 2200 hours daily

Colimr tolevision was introduced in November 1974, with transmis
siong from Museal covering an extensive lpeal area. The servien was
subsequently improved oreach oo wider audience, Transmissions com-
meneed froan a station in Salalah in 1975 to eover the entive Governo:
rate o Dhofar, Commercial advertising hos now been introduced on
hoth television and the English language serviee,

Fxtensive feilities for ellicient outside televigion and radio Lrans-
missong are now cmpleved. Tnoorder 1o extend and improve reception,
12 televigion relay fransmitters have been installed: Gve in the Museat,
areq, three at Salalaly, and one each atl Nizwa, Sur, Saham and Burni-
mi. These arve in addition to the solar velay stations established
threpughoul the Sultanate North af the 220d parallol. In October 19610
the Minister for Information, HE, Abdul Aziz bin Mohamed Al Bowas,
signed an agreement with a French group e farther extonsion of tele-
vision and radio Taelities. The projeet involves the estublishment of 16
main stations for television and radio, and 75 relay and strengthening
stations which will be linked with the 16 main stations. The whole pro-
jeet will cost more than RO 25 millien, Consullants are currently being
appainted Lo supervise expansion of colour TV and FM radio to the area
south ol the 228nd parvallel, Plans are in hand to extend medinm wave
radie coverage to the whale of the Sultaniate within the next two vears
in line with a plan produced by consultant Engineers from the British
Hroadeasting Corporation, The Sultanate 1s a partper in the ARABSAT
system and uses ARABSAT to foed radio and TV signals to main trans-
mitters. This facility has recently been improved 1o enable the TV ser-
viee t b vecrived divectly Trom satellite by those viewers with saitable
equipment. From November 19920 Crunsmission hours on television
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The Sultanate’s Avmed Forees have attained o high standard of

combal efliciency since the accession of His Majesty the Sultan. Em-
phasis has been placed on the ereation of a delence foree equipped with

the most up-to-date weaponry, and on the comprehensive training of

servicemen in techmcal and operalional technigues, This efficiency has
heen wall demonstrated in joind military exereises conducted with other
CHC forees and those ol varios friendly countres,

The Royal Army of Oman

The Royal Army of Oman has made steady progress over the past
24 years, to the poinl where it is now capable of formidably opposing
any Whreat to the security of the countrey.

Infantry Units

Extensive field training with support from the other branches of the
Royal Avmy of Cman hay greatly helped the infantey units te attain a
high level of efficiency. Training is being conducted according to the
most advanced methods at training contres and other Roval Army of
Oman facilities. Physical endurance, complete mastery of personal

¥ An army patrol
reconnoilres,
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weapong and equipment, and the full development of tactieal skills are
the kevnoles of the infantryman’s training,

The Firqat Forces

Formed ws regular forces i 1975, they have a vital role to play side
by-side with the formations and units of the Roval Avmy of Oman
They are mado up of the Rural Securily Force and the Oman Reeon-
naizsance Regiment, inoaddition to appropriate umits:

The Sultan of Oman's Parachute Regiment

The vegment has been provided with advanced weapons and squip
renl soas b be able o carry out the i1r||'u||'1.:|1r| rilies entrasted Lot in
bime ol war

The Sultan of Oman’s Artillery

Founded a= far hacl gz VR the Grat battery was formed in 1977
sance then, this powerful arm of the Serviee hag continaed to grow in
elficieney and strength throaeh intensive training and the introdoetion

ol modern weapons

The artillery school provides ndvanced traming for the oflicers and
men of the Sultan of Oman's artillery




Since ite ereation in 1971, the Sultan of Chman's armour has becomi

a powerful steiking foree in the Royal Army of Oman, The conelusion of

an agreement to purchase the latest British-made Challenger 11 tanks
will make the armourved forees among the most lormidable in the world
low their size. The Challengors are expected Lo ender service in 1595,

The Sultan o Oman's Armour Leains ils own personnel in its own
training school, which produces crewmen fully qualified to operate
their sophislicated squipment

Signal Corps

Thas vital branch of the Sultan's Avmed Forees has been provided with
highly advanced telecommunications and other technologieal facilitivs
lor operational command and eontrol, It has its own training establish
moent where Signald personnel receive theoretical and praciical instrue-
tienr in operating and maintaining thisir highly technical squipment.

The Sultan's Armed Forces Engineers

This branch was formed in March 1974 to provide engineering sup-
port to the Sultan’s Armed Forces, Sinee then, it hag steadily developed
and is now capable of providing this support effectively in answer to
the many and varions calls that are made on 11 services,

¥ The Sultanate
has recently
purchased the
latest Challenger
tanks for ils
armoured lorce,
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The Sultan’s Armed Forees Engineers also play a salient role in the

construetion of military and eivilinn installations, an omportant aepect

of which hag been huilding of voads in many parta of the Sultanate
bilherta inaceessihle except by air,

The Sultan’s Armed Forces Transport

The Sultan's Armed Forces Transport provides support to the varn
ong branches and formations of the Sultan's Armed Forees. 14 also
helps in ensuring the seeunty and safety of roads for the Armed Fore
eq, An important pael of its peace-time responsibilities 15 o provide
transpord (e the inhabitants of remole areas,

Electrical and Mechanical Engineers

The electrical and mechanical enpineers sperate in close technical
gupport of all army unils through fixed and mobile workshops and spe-
cialiged attached units, A specialised traiming centre 15 responsible for
the production of the highly-skilled eraltsmen needed by this branch of
the service

Supply
The supply services are vital to the subsistence of the Armed Forees
in meetimg their logistical requirements, Supply hos andergone contin-

x



mands ol a maodern army, a role which it earvies oul with notable sue-
cess in the rugged tervain which charnclerises so large an area of the
Sullanate,

Medical Service

The Medical Service provides medieal cover for servieemen and
their dependents in both peace and war up to the highest slandards of
any country's armed forees. Hospitals with the most modern equipment,
have been estublished. In 1970, the medical command at Bait Al Fala
camp was converted into a hospital with 36 beds, o 1972, the Umm Al
Ghawarel hospital was opened; at present it has 50 beds, A 66-hed hos-
pital was also opened al Muaskar Al Murtafa’s, In December 1955, the
172-bed Al Khod hospital was opened, The hospital is the most ad
vitneed of the Sultan's Armed Forces hospitals and has state-of-the-nel
modern cquipment, laboratories and pperating Lheatres, including
units for endoscopy, bone and urinary tract surgery. There are also
medical and environment sanitation units to provide medical slpponrl
Lo units i the field,

The Royal Army of Oman’s Contribution to
Development

The Royal Army of Oman provides assiatance in voad building,
transportation, and supply, especially in emergencies, The Army plays
an effective role m combating pollution and the Lreatment of cilizens
living in remnole areas,

The Royal Air Force of Oman

The RAF( is equipped with an effective range of fighter, sround at-
tack and transport areraft, the erews of which, together with their sup-
port personnel, have renched a very high standard of efficiency,

A contract has recently been signed for the purchase of the ad
vanced British-made Hawk fighler aireraft, in order tw enhanee the of:
leetiveness of this branch of the Air Foree, The early warning and con-
Lrol syetem has been modernised Lo cover the whole of the Sultanates
aiTEpace,

Training

The Royal Air Force of Cman provides its awn comprehensive train-
ing for its techmieal personnel through specialized sehools and insti-
tutes. These include the Sultan Qaboos Air Aeademy, which serves as
Lhe main training centre for air erew, The Academy also trains and
qualifies officers for other branches of the Roval Air Foree of Oman,

A Vocational Training Institute provides the Air Foree's several
branches with qualified technieal stafll. The Institute graduates large
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numbers of technicians every year, Specinlised schools enable Air
Foree personnel Lo acguire advanced seentific and proctical experi-

Chnce.

Maintenance of aireraft and air defence equipment

Full airerafi. maimlenance 15 sarvied oul in the Sullanate, Further
modern equipment is being introdueed 1o raise the mamtenanee capie
1ty

The Royal Air Force of Oman’s contribution to
development and combat of pollution

The Hoval Are Foree of Oman renders assislanee to citizens living in
munlaing and remate areas. For example, it transgports food supplies
and olher necessary ilems to the people of the Jebel Al Akhdar, the
Governorate of Musandam and the southern regions of the Sullanate,
It also sperates a Mlyving doctor service, vitally 1mportant to the inhalb
tants of those areas sull remotde rom the country’s road communica-
tiong aystem. The RAFOE Aransporl aireratt carry medical teams [rom
hogpitals of the Ministey of Health to remote areas to Lreat cilizins liv.
ing Lhere, Inocooperation with other concerned bodies, the Ay Fores
playa an important role in searching for missing people and in rescue
operations, on land and al sen









and e combal of padioton, moeo-operition with the Mimstry of Re-
gonal Momepalities, as well as m locust eontral operations and -
time air reconnaissunee i co-operalion with the Ministey of Agricul-
ture and Fisheries.

Royal Navy of Oman

At the time of the accession of His Majesty Sultan Gaboos bin Said
in 1990, the onee all-powerful Cmand Navy, which had domimated the
waters of the Indian Ocean in the last eentury, was left wilh just two
armed ‘Booms' (species of dhow ). Less than two decades loter, the Raoy-
al Navy of Oman has become o highly competent fighting foree, capahle
ol carrying oul its medern role and responsibilities with the ulmost o7
Cleney,

During this periad, the Navy has laid the firm foundations of a na-
val foree to be reckoned with - a loree with an impressive combal eapa-
hility and an expanding role in protecting the country's sovereimm wa-
ters. To further strengthen this capability, the RNO has recently
sigoed a contract for two missile corvettes, equipped with appropriate
combal systems, This new generation of vessels will substantially in
erease the fire power of the RNO fleet in support of its presence in the
strategic areas of the Sultanate's long eoasthine,

The BNO Traming Centre has plaved an essential vole in providing
the professional training for the many branches of the Navy's porson-
neal. Ib undertakes the basic training of hath officera and ratings, as
well as advanced and specialised career development courses, Furlher
tratning & provided at various RNO specialised schools and on board
ship in fire fighting, warfare systems, sen and fleel fraining.

Fixtensive and frequent exercises at sen form a highly important
part of the Fleet's aclivitios,

The Training Centre alao conducts purpose-designed traiming rours:
5 for the staff of the Royal Yacht Squadron, Royval Oman Police and
Ministey of Agriculture and Fisheries.,

Last year, the RNO took a significant step forward when il iniliafed
the Naval Jumor Stafl Sehool,

SNV AL MABRUKAH and SNV NASR AL BAHR are two training
vessels where onboard traning 15 consolidated for olficers and ratings,
SNV SHABABR OMAN, a superh sail-training ship, has plaved o dual
role in the RNO, providing sail-Lraining to young Chmanis, eivilinns anid
servicernen, and undertaking epic voyuges as far as the United States
and Australia,

A with other navies, RNO ships visit foreign ports from time 1o
time, to ‘show the flag’; ships of other friendly navies are frequent visi-
tors to our ports. Such exchange vigits promote better understanding
amongst nations, and present the officers and ratings with new work
experiences. The RNO is also active on the social, cultural and sports
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front. This vear it took part in the International Sail Race that was
held in Doha, Gatar, In April, the BRNOS Sailing Assecialion organised
the very successful Dubai-Mugeal 93 vachl race, the gecond in g series
gimee 1992, In recent vears, the RSO has emerged as o fivst-clags com-
petitor i various yearly sports tournaments organised by the Sultan’s
Armed Fovees,

Said bin Sultan Naval Base has been an attractive pathering poinl
for sports clubs i the Batinah Area foe o number of years now, YVarious
tourngments and competitions are held al its sports complex. A charity
marathon lor the benetit of the disabled 15 one of the yearly events,

Last year was a milestone m the increasing caltural netivities of the
AN The fivst ever cultural competition was staged during this vear,
enthusiastically supported by RNC persannel. This was followed by the
publication of the firat issue of the RNO magazine, "Al Bahriyatul
Youm”™ (Nayvy Dayl,

Royal Guard of Oman

The Reval Guard Hegiment was formed in 1973 with responsibility
fisr the seeurity of His Majesty Sultan Qaboos, His Majesty's guests, and
the protection of Royal property. 1 is a corps d'élite, consisting of some of
the fittest and best trained men in the Avmy, and is a formidable fight-
ing foree, ws well as perfirming ceremonial and other dutics. In 1881, 1t
wis expanded and reorganised into a full Brigade, IN 1985, coinciding
with the celebrations of the 150h anniversary of His Majesly's accession,
[Tis Majesty beatowed an the RGBE the signol henear of degignating 1sl
Novermber anmunlly as RGHE day, 1t was an thal date in the same year
that the Brigade roceived its Royal Standard from His Majesty

I November 1976, the Roval Guard was given the task by His Ma-
jesty of establishing a school for providing advanced technical eduea-
tion for boys related 1o serving members of the Royal Guard,

The school now eomprises some 200 students, all of whom follow a
curriculum which is heavily biased towards engmeerimg and technolo
. Although the medium of instruction for the technological sulyjects 12
Fnglish, entrance to the school is regulated by means of a competifive
examination in Arabic subjects, which ensures that the [acility 15 open
to all Omanis, irrespective of their previous experience of the Enghsh
language. Competition for the thirty places each year is fieree, The sue-
coss of the sehool can best be judged by the quality of il sulpul. Gradu-
ales are woll-trained, disciplined, engineering techmcians with a fluent
command of technical English, Many of these es-stodents can now b
found i important and sensitive Government organtsations, applying
the technieal skills they have acquired at the school, Students frequent
Iy go on to further study, so that alveady the school hus many gradu-
ates with UK degree gqualifications moengieering disciplines, veadying
themaelves Lo fill the posts which are now hold by expateate employ-
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il syllabus held in the English medium. The school has now progressid
Lo stage where s certilieates are officially recopnised throughout the
world, Students now have the opportunity to obtain a wide range of qual-
ifications, meludimg the School's Certilicate, the Oman Miniatey of Edu-
eabion Final Certificate, the BTEC Firsat Phiplormg W ngineering |, and (e
BTEC National Certificate of Achievement (Engineering i

The RGO has been entrusted by His Majesty with another impor-
Lant respansibility, In 1985, His Majesty directed that s Royal Oman
Symphony Orchestra be formed, and o school was aceordingly estab-
lished near Muoseal. The schodl s o uniguo boarding establishment
which eaters for all aspects of the young people’s education and well
beange 1t s atbended by young Omanis of beth sexes. The orchestra has
now reached o remarkably high standard of performance, acclamed by
visitings spectalists from many parts of the world,

The RGO also maimtans three highlyv-teamed military bands - one
ol them mounted — which perform on State ocensions, as well as o mili-
tary choir. The bands have earned o high reputation for their perfir
mances obroad, netably at e Bdinhurgh Military Tatloo in Seotlind,
and at the Sydney International Military Tattoo in Australia,

The Command and Staff College

The College stands as the highest and most important learning in
stitution of the Sultan’s Armed Forces. It qualifies afficers for com
mand appointments m the Sultan’s Armed Forees, the Roval Guard of
Omiann, and other associted bodies, through annual Command and
Stafl courses, 1L alzo exchanges experiences with similar calleges in
Friendly countries, and has o progeamme ol visiting members of the Fa-
ety Tram the Sultan Qaboos University to give lectures on economic,
pelitical and admimigtrative subjects,

The Sultan's Armed Forces Museum

The hstorically important Bat Al Falag fort has been converlod
e & military museum inoorder o maintain and project Oman’s glori-
oug military heritage. The superbly organised musewm exhibits mod-
els, Omani historical and military documents, weapons, and many ath
er dtems o military interest, [t provides o graphie illusteation of the
progress made over the years by the Sullan's Armied Foress,

Engineering Services - Ministry of Defence

The Engmeering Services of the Ministry of Defenee pliy o hasic
rolis in providing engineering supporl 1o the Sultan's Armed Forees,
sueh ay the dessgn and consteaetion o infrasteucture facilities Tor mili
tary installations. [t alse has its role in carrving ol disviclopment
plang, natably in the bailding of voads e difTiealt terraim,
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ROYAL OMAN POLICE

AL Lhe Lime of the pecession of His Magesly Sultan GQaboos an 197,
iy vegions of the Sultanate were not under contralised Governmien|
achrmanistration, The Gt that the entiree Sultanate now enjoyvs peaee
and alababity b5 0 oo small messore due o the Roval Chnan Paolics
RO, a highly modermised and efficient Foree, which enjovs the conh
denee and support of the whole populaton of the Sultanate

I TS, the anly pobiee Toree in the countey was a detachment con
sisting ol one afficer and 75 constables wilh their headguarters al the
Tl Al Kabiv in Muoseat, Their responsgibilities wore confined oo Muoscal
and ite immediate vicinity, Outgide this limited area, the only eval oo
thority was that ol the vegional Walis or governors

Chvier the ensuing years, the ROE hag seen significant expansion in
ila funetions and areas ol responsibility, which are consderably preat
e than those al police forees in many athor counbeies. Aparl from eon-
vorihiomal |]r|||n;'|~ duties, the ROP s oresponsible for ammigration and
passports, customs, civil defence, and fire-lghting, constguard opera-
troms and the prison service, Chmant women have an impoertant role in
the RO, ag in other Government orgamsabions,

Close Ty ties, coupled with steiet adherence to the teachings of

[sbarm and 1o Oman traditions, ave magor factors belond the remarks




FIML G UULIEE LU ) UPURS Protherm, miy aiso Do attmbuted to these tradi-
Lions, the Tmily role in the education anid upbrnging of ehilidven, and
the part played by the Palice in protecting the countey from Lthe drugs
menace by enforeing striet customa eontrol over the air, sea and land
enlry ponls.

The Royal Oman Police Academy {ROPAN at Nizwa was opened in
1380 to provide training in a wide range of specialised police work such
ae finger-printing, eriminal investigntion, law, driving and tealfic regu-
lations, and foreign language courses. Advanced courses in aeerotariul
Skills are also held. The Academy recruits from voung Omani universi
ty students, whi join it for its diseiplined police training. Aller conplet
mg their courses, they are appointed ag officers in the departments and
divisioms that require their specinlised qualifications,

The Divectorate-General of Operalions is one of the main elements
of the ROP, I iy responsible for fighting erime, a task that it tackles
by directing its efforts wowarids erime prevention, reducing the appor-

Lumities to commit erimes o o minimom and eortailing the spread of

erime, s thal the public can enjoy a senso of stabulity, security and
peace of mind. The Directorate-General i also vesponsible for plan-
ning and following up admimstrative contral procedures, 1t plans (he
secuntly protection of VIPs, public places and official celebrations, Ex
pansion e regent vears includes the antvoduction of computerisation
throughout the Directorate-General's departments and units, which

process hundreds of thousands of cases every year, This has been of

vomziderable henefit to the public, particularly where traffic and immi-

grivhion and passports are concerned. The departments and sections of

these Lwo sectors in the country's regions are now linked by the com-
puter nebwork, thus enabling the public to complete their traffic, im
migration and passport business in their own areas without having Lo
g to Museat,

The vital role played by the Directorate-General of Traflie i3 safe-
guarding the public and their property is well recomnised. The Police
are equipped with high-powered vehicles cquipped with the latest
means of communications, for road patrols and ANEWETIE CINergerey
calls. An annual Traflie Week is held, which takes place simultaneous-
Iy n all the AGOC States. It involves imtensive ‘information and advice
campaigns m the form of personal sne-to-one contaets between plive
and public in the streets and on the highways, s well as lectures, radio
and TV programmes and newspaper foatures,

The highly efficient Customs Service at the counlry's points ol ety
has enabled the Sultanate to avoid the problem of idrugs. In addition to
he manual and electronic examinations that take place at entry
points, the Customs alse recoive valuable assistance from the Mounted
Lnit's police dog section. Drug prevention operations and SUppression
ol eriminal activity 1= aided by the close eooperation thal exists be-
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b L aabdles, @& wiell as with Interpol,
The Directorate-General of Criminal Investigations has u major e

e erime prevention and the apprehension of eriminala. 1 iy then the

responsibility of thee Diveetorate-General of Public Prosecutions, to ar
range arrapgnment in the conrts,

The Dwectorate-General of Criminal Investigalions possesses
highly specialised forensic laboratory with the most up-lo-date L
ment, ineluding computerised finger-printing, Krming part of an inter-
natwnal palice work,

The Directorate-General of Civil Defence has an important respon-
sibility for providing fire protection for State and private property. It
itlso provides the public and private seetors with adviee and eonsultan-
oy serviees i the constroction of housimg, industeial and commereial
corn plexes,

The ROP is vitally involved in the protection of the country's oil and
ras resourees, This inclodes prpelines and ofher installations, and the
ail mge i the Intevior and the terminal al Mina Al Fahal, from which
Lhe Sultanite s oil is exported.

The several million peaple who enter the Sultanate annually
through it varions entry poinls are processed by the Directorate
General of Tmmigration and Passporls. lts operations are assisted b 1
comprehensive computer system, enabling the regonal departments to
serve the public in their own areas. Its services include the 1ssue and
renewal ol passports, dentity cards and road
permits, and the administration of expatriate
residence visags

The Coastguard Unit possesses o Neot of |
madern eraft for the protection of the Suliy-
mate's consthine. T coordinales its OPETELIONS
with the Royal Navy of Oman. 1L also provides
assistance Lo fishing vessels and other ships in
digl ey,

The Police Aviation Directorate, with its
multi-purpose airerafl, provides assistaner in
evincuating sieck and igured people 1 oan emeor-
gency, and in ferrying provisions te remote re-
ginng thal have boeen subjected to natural disas-
ters. It conperates with the Poliee Coastguned
LIt in resening sealorees i difficoles,

As parl of the BOT's training syllabus, a
practical application eontre’ was recently sel up
atl the Police Academy in Nizwa. The Centre,
which consists of o model villuge, enables -
dents to take part in the demonstration and
privetice of police work in all its forms,
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ECONOMY

At the present time, the eeanomy is eontinuing an expansion which
Began i 19000 Ax a0 resold ol tha ol price eollapse early i THSEG, Chman
experieneed o relatively severe recession nsting antil RS, and 10 was
nob until 1990 that o really robust recovery took place. Excluding the
vatlae of oil the non-oil seetor achieved 8.8% growth in real, canstant
price terms i L9940, and 11.1% growth in 1991, This rapid expansion
continued last year with espeically noteworthy performances by the
construction, trade, mning, and otl velimng sectors. Despite the vigor-
pug prowth, the ceanomy remains ingood internal halanee, with no ex-
coggive demastic InfTationary pressure ol the present ime,

Being nutgide the war zone, the ceonomy of the Sultanate was hitle
affected by the conflict al thee northern end of the Gulfl in 1990-91, Such
adverse effoets were lmited and transilory, Tourism sulleved Lempao
rarily ag visitors from the Western world and elsewhere kept away for
Lhe diration of the erisis, However, by last vear, tourism hod complete-
Iy vecovervd, In some respects, Oman benefited from the erisis as there
wag o sharp inerease i oil prices, The risk premiums and higher
charges on Gull shipping enhanced the relative attrachiveness ol
Chman's porte, which arve situated outside the Gulf, so that non-oil trade
alsgo e ponided,

The Sultanite has a reputation for running o prodent economy. How-
pyver, ite ceomomy being oil-hased, it is subject to the vicissitudes of the
world's ml markets, The mest serions ol these wis the eollapse of world
nil prices carly in 1986, when, having earlier risen to LS R30 a harrel,
they reached a low of leas than US $100a barvel, The Government actid
promptly by devaluing the Rial by 14% and adopting some measures of
retrenchment in its development plans, but without seriously affeeting
health and educalion serviees. Chman was fortunate in that, by 1986, the
construction of its domestic mfrastructure had been virtually completid

By Middle East standards, Oman s o1l vesourees ave modest Acoord:
ing Lo the latest estimales, reserves ave m excess of 4.5 billion harrels
and are expected to rise to 5 billion barrels in the near future, This -
dicates that present levels of production can be matntamed well ot
the nest centory, Tt has emerged inorecent years What gquite as mpor-
tant to Lhe ceongmy of the Sultanate in the future s natueal gas, which
wis dhiseovered aceldentally m the seareh Tor pil

As o oresult of o governmont-finanesd oxplaration programme 0-
tiated i 1984, total reserves of natural pas have visen from 985 eubic
Feet i LTty 17 cubie feet at the end of 1992, This figure 18 expocted
Liv b inereased substantiodly i the near future. Inosee years’ Bime, gas
production 15 expeeted to equal that of el Gas now fuels the Al Ghu
bivah power and desalination comples. the Industeal Estate at Rusayl,
and the copper smelting complex near Sohar. Plans ave proeceding for
thie expert of Liguilied Natural Gas by the constraction of an LNG pro









son area of conteal Oman,

From the beginning of the renaissance era in 1970, the Government
has been keonly aware of the necessity of diversifving the economy, and
a considerable degroe of sucepss has been achieved in this rispect. Ln-
like many of its neighbours, the Sultanate prssesses nalural rosou ey
other than gas and oil. The principal non-gil resources are agriculture,
fisheries and minerals, and to these now can be ndded Louriam, Medi-

v and lght industey s alan heang Fusl expanded, One of the firs) of

Lhese was a Nour mill, which has since been expanded al Muttrah: a
copper: mining industey; an oil refinery at Ming Al Fahal o Aupply
Oman's domestic needs, which 15 also being expanded; o recently com-
pleted textile mall ithe first in thee region a large industrial estate at
Rusayl near Museat, and two other industrial estates at Sohar in the
north and Raysut in the south, opened last soear. Origanally industry
was directed towards import substitutes bazed on mdigenons resoure-
es, but, with a limited home market, industrial policy has heen
switched towards exports Growth in agriculture has been notably s
nificant; i particular, the erop and livestocl aub-sectors have been im-
portant areas of growth, as has the fishing industry, which now fully
meets the demands of the home market. A5 a result, aerienliore and
fishing also aceount Tor an inersased percentage of the GDI as eom-
pared with the sarlier years of development. An mmportant bv-pradoe
of this diversification policy 15 the increased opportunitics For jobis it 18
provading sehool-lenyvers

Promotion of the commodity-producing  sectors has led tn corre

“'\.I .!.- ;' .

-« His Majesty
presides over a
meeting of the
Development
Council.

B The interior of
one of the
Sultanate's
maodern shopping
centres.
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hancement and efficiency of these services is vital for Lhe stalile sxpan-
sion of private sector activities in production and trading. These seryvie-
ee dre plaving an invaluahle rale in supporting the economie propress
of the Sultanate

The rate of inflation has been well under control in the past threo
years, From 1015 in 1990, it fell to 7.9% 0 1991, According to the lat-
est aviilable fgares, the price index in October 1992 indicalied o rise of
only 28% from Ovctober 1991, The cost of food, beverages and lobaceo
actually declined alightly in this period. Rents and household uttlitics
registered an inerease of 8.9% during the 12-month period onding with
Uctober 1992, Ab the present. time, new construction is reducing exeess
demand for housing and the surge in rents is now subaiding,

The Sultanate s economy witnessed o considerable advanee in Lhe
first half of 1992 as the GDP registered s growth of 10.4%. Domestic
production of erude oil and natural gas inereased by 5.4%. The non-
petrolenm sector recorded a remarkable inprovement during the first
half of 1992, Production incrensed by 18.8%. The manufacture ol eop-
per cathodes inereased by 1.1% m the first nine months of 1942 the Lo
tal procuction of cathodes in 1991 was 8,411 Lornes while the Lotal for
the first nine months of 1992 was 8,508 tonnes. The value of Lapper
sales increased hy 0,95 in the first quarter of 1992,

Exports of industrial products and fruit and vegetables inereased by
H228% and 21.7% respectively in the first eight months of 1992, com.
pared with the corresponding period of 1991, Non-oil exports have heen
particularly successful, their value rising from RO, 6585 million in
1990, to R.O. 78.07 million in 1991. The most remarkable increase has
been in the export of textiles and garments, which rose from B0, 4.92
million in 1990, to R.O. 1076 million in 1991, Export of mineral prod-
ucts alse showed a major inerease to B.O. 816 million in L9891 Trom
A.18 mallion in 1990, Exports of animal and vegetable fats and gils,
plastic and rubber articles, a8 well as chemicals and allied products,
also showed major inereases.

Net ol revenues during the past two years have been steady, show-
ing some inerease, while revenues from the production of natural gas
have revealed a greater comparable increpse, Revenups e customs
duties and company meome tax have also risen. Total development ox-
penditure for the year to July 1999 was RO, 228,900,000 compared
with B.O, 167 200,000 over the same period in the provious vear,

Oman has o free market economy and the Governmenl attaches
great impartance to attracting direcl foreign imvestment, particularly
in the manufacluring seclar. Bven in teade construction and seryiee
seelors, foreign participation up to 499 awnership 18 permitted. Foe.
elgn banks alse operate in the eonndey. A number of important ieen-
tives are available to industrial projects, which are deseribed i detal
i the chapter on Commerce and Industry,

Banking in the Sultanate of Oman
Institutional Background
Oman's financial aystem is composed of the Central Bank of Oman

TH



VOO0, 21 commercinl bonks, 8 specihsed bunks, 8 Grms engaged in
maney exchange and dealt business, 40 establishments practismg mon-
ey exchonge only, and 2 compames engaged e hive purchase finonee
and leasing activities, There are also investment hanking eompanies
and a number of pension funds and insuranee firms, Among the com:
mireial banks, 10 ave loeally incorporaled, while the remapimder congisl
of 11 branches of foreipn banks, The domestic network of commereial
hanks and their branches reached 245 af the end of 1991, The three
apevialised banls take care of the cilizens" needs in housing, indusirial
development, and agriculture and lshing by providing medinm and
lomgr-Lorm fingnee ol subsidised rates,

Central Bank Operations

The Coentral Bank of Chman fulfills the whole sangee of Tunetions tea-
titionally undertakon by Centeal Banks: 10 s the issuer of cuvrency,
hanlker 1o the Government, lender of lasl resort to the banking syatem,
and the supervisory ageney of the entire financial svstem in the coun-
try. The tolal assets of the Central Bank had groswn to more than a bil-
o Omani Rials by 1992, and in November 1992, foreign assets stood
at HLO, 9212 million, representing over 80% of total pesets,

The Central Bank, together with the Government, has heen follos-
mg a policy of broadening, as well as deepeming, existing money and
capibal markels, inoaddition to promobing sew insteuments and institu-
tions in the finnncial sector. 1t has iggued Development Bonds on be-
hall af the Government o provide anoinvestment oullet Toe e surplos
reaourees i the eeonomy, and to finanee Government. dovelopment pro
jecte, Denominations and matority periods were varied for each 50
to uil preferences of different saving sectors, The Bonds have been
highly suecesaful,

The Oman Development Bank 1ODB which has lent RO 67 mil
lion to pravate husinesses sinee s inception in 19749, 1 doubling s
share capital to RO 200 millon: The O 10 million share capital with
which it has operated unlil now 15 inadequate under present ciream:
stances, The ODH eanned lend at one me g som exeeeding one-tenth
of 1s net worth, Hs current net worth, comprising capital and reserves,
iz under B0 20 million, The Government hag been requestod to con
sider its loans to the bank, smounting to WL 16 mallion, as subordi-
nate loans, making them parl of the institution s net worth, 54% of
CDB shares are held by the Government, 6% by Omani individuads and
organisations, and 40% by regional and international institutions,

Commercial Banking

The commercial banks ave the foeal point of the finanecial system hay-
ing two-way trangoachions with almost all the other entities in the syetem
Their function ag an intermediary for private sector transactions is high-
lighted by the Fact that their linhilities to the privade gector are closely
malched by heir loans and advances to the same sector, Commercial
banks lending is mainly channelled towards the trade and construction
sectors, although, of late, the trond 15 towards pshift in demand for eredit
Lo persondal loans, manufacturing, services and Government.
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December 1992 marked the end of the second Year of Indusiry ns
proclamed by His Majesty Sultan Quboos in his National Day address
in November 1991 o spite of the Gulf conflict inearly 1991, which
burnied out to be of short duration, and which had fittle ar no effoel on
the ceonomy of the Sultanate; the two Years of Industey can be
summad up as highly suceessful, Year by year, broad-hased industry is
pliving an ever maore important rale in the ceonomy of the Sullanate,

Industry in the country was non-existent before 1970, sinee the Sul-
tanate was virlually undeveloped. Tn the immediately succoeding
vears, industeial development was of necossity slow due o the im-
mense problems invelved. The Sultanate's early industrial develop-

ment was mainly geared Lo construetion support, but by 1986, most of

thee major projects required for the national infrastracture had been
completed, and priovity wis then switehed tocomsumer gooids and other
import-substituting mdustries, Oman has a small population and
thevefore the internal market i3 limited, thus the emphasis of light and
medinm mdustries 1 now being inereasingly diveetod to PEpOreA,

The Government's poliey s the erention of o national eseonomy
biised on private enterprise, and devoid of monopolistic practices. Con
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sigtent with this poliey is the ohjective of ensuring the vapid growth of
wiahle industries utilisim mdigenous raw materials as much Hﬂ.pﬂ.‘-jﬂi'
ile: To this end, the privalo seetor has a leading role to play on the ba-
sis of competition in a free ceanomy.

Ome of the outeomes of the fest Year of Tndostey (19910 was a fif-
teen vear {199 1-2000) master plan for mdusteial development, the ex-
seutive agency for which s the United Natons Industrial Development
Oivganisation (UNTDO, The Plan proggects a grawth ol aboat T2.9% per
annum durmg the corvent Toarth Five-Year-Plan and around 1059 in
the fifth Plin, The lasl twa venrs have provided o foram e all those
coneerned with mdustery Lo work i elose esoperation to aceelerale n-
dustrialisation, whilsl maximum support and ineentives are offered by
Lhe Government,

The Government & drive to encourage husinessmen Lo set up indus-
triad units outside the capital bas met with a very good response; Al
Lhe end of 1991, the total investments in projects outside Museat Gov-
ernorate was O 174D million, representing 43% af total investiment,
Nearly 60% of the envisaged imvestment for approved projects sinee the
Leginmng of 1991 are Lo be ecstabhshed outside Museat.

The first fully-serviced industeial estate in Oman of 100 hectares,
and comprising 125 plots, was completed at Rusayl, 45km from Mus-




cat, in 1982, At the beginning of 1992, the estate had 50 units in com

mereial production, and a further eight new units were completed dur
g Lhee year,  In February this year an agreement was sirned by His
[xeellency Magbool bin Ali bin Sultan, Minister of Commerce and In
dustry, for 13 new factories 1o be construeted at the Rusayl Industrial
Estale, & wide range of manufactured gonds 16 now produced om the e
tate, ranging from food and beverages to furniture, textiles, paper pri]
uele, chemieals, fabricatod metnl products, and electeical gooda, Follow
ing the visit of His Majesty Sultan Qaboos 1o the Rusayvl Industrial
listate on 9th February 1991, that date is celebrated annually as ‘In
dustry Day'. Al the same time, His Magesty ordered a benefits package
which mnchaded

I A reduclion in land venl vale:

2. Additional grants and subsidies for young Omani entrepren
BUTE,

4 Areview of the prices of utilities to industries

Two new industrial estates were opened in Novembor 1992 at Sohan
in the north and Rayeut i the south, The indusirial estate al Sohar
eovers an area of 300,000 sq metres with all the necessary infrastructuy.

ral facilities such as electricity, telephones, sowerape and roads, The

response from investors has been good, and sight factories were reaidy
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& A cables
factory al Rusayl
- part of the drive
fo diversily the
econamy

[or operation ot the time of the opening of the estale, The frst phise of

the Raysul Industrinl Bslale was opened after the opening of the So-
har Kstate. The estate provides a planned industral area with a capae
ity for 66 indostrial enterprises of which six were operational. The area
alan includer eleetricity, waler, roads, communications services, and
waber deamage slation, i addition to bank, medical and postal servie-
es, o conformity with the policy of expanding mdustrnal development
in the countey, other industrial etates are planned lor Sur, Nigwa, Buo
vaird, and Khagab in the Governorate of Musandam

The emphasis of the Fourth Five-Year-Plan ¢ T991-96) being on the n
dustrind sector, Thes Majesty the Sultan has divecled that industrial de
velopment i Lhe Sultanate must give prority Lo imdostries which rely
om aprienltural and figheries products, as will g those, both Light and
medium, which depend on local raw materalg, They must meet the ba
g1 needs of the countey and provide employment for the Chmam nr*rnnI:-

He further directed the Governament Lo provide all that 18 necessary
fo promole Lhe vocational frinning programmes [or the national vfm'l-;
faree. In addition, full suppert 15 t be given to young people who are
committed to the principle of sell-=employment as well as to those wha
proside jobs Tor Cmiimis,

The Gevernment, gives every encouragement to Uhe development of
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the private imdustrial seclor by providing the ol loowime imeonives:-

1. Free survevs of industrial investment opportunities and prepar
ation of feasibility stadies,

9 Provision of interest-free government loans to industey ander i
Roval Decres, in addition w loans provided by the Oman Development
ol t0HI15 )

8. Bxemption from customs duties o imports of equipment and
raw materils vequired for production purposes:

4. Tarifl protection through the imposition of customs duties on
imported goods which compete with local products, or profubition or re
strietion of thew importation, taking into consideration the quality and
quantity of local production and the interests of the consumer.

5 Exemption from ineome Lax for five years, a congession which
may be renewed for another period of five years

6. Provision of planned and servieed industrial plats for the estab-
liahment of Betories,

The Oman Textile Mills, the Greet of s kind i othe AGEC eoun
tries, wend into production four vears ago I has an investment ul’
10, 8 mallion and is the most modern of its Kind. Tt has ils own braim:
ing centre for voung Omame. 1t 15 mtended that the feslile industry
should stimulate the establishment of other related industries, The
orowth in the garment industry has been congidorable, and there are
ahout twenly enfreprises exporting various types ol parments e many
parts of the world. One of the earliest industrial projects in the Sulta-
nate was the Flour Mills at Muttrah, which have been in operation
sinee the 1970s. Their capaeily hag been inereased in subsequent
vemre, and they also produee animal feed.

There ave two coment plants in the Sultanate, one at Rusayl in the
north, and (e other al Rayaut in the south, Output al the Husayl plam
hiis heen very satisfactory in recent years, The Ministry has engaped o
eonsultant to study the demand and supply position of cement in L
Sultanate and other neyrhbouring areas o myvestigate the seope [or es-
tablighing additionnl coment production e northern Chman relimi-
nary indications are that mereased production may e justified. Tx-
ports of coment have heen increasing during recenl vears. Th
Covernment poliey is to develop heavy mdustmes if such industries are
bsed on loeal resourees, & major project which has heen identified, is a
polyolefing complex using potnsh from the salt depasits ol the Wlmm Al
Samim and magnesin rom sea waler The initial study of the polash
praject 15 curvently in progress. In addition, there wre many imtuilivis
fram the private sector Lo establish heavy industries in the field of
spomge iron, steel, copper, glass, #le

Export earnings from industeial products have gone up from 1.0,
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[Jurllll;:’ lnduahu'w i I9EE this had inereased 1o 72 00 1990, To meet
the increasing demands of the domestic market for commercial and in
dustrial specialisations, His Majesty Sultan Qaboos has issued a direc-
tive for the establishment of o new eollege for Commeree and Eicomimiy
tor be opened this year

The Oman Development Bank (ODB) plays an important role i im-
plementing Government measures aimed al eneouraging prealer pri-
vale participation in the country's development, The interest rales paiil
by the projects financed by the Bank are subsidised by the Govern-
ment, The official rate of interest is 9%, however, projects implemented
i thir Museat aren and the Rusayl Iidusirial Estale pay only 6% per
annum terest, and o special rate of 49 15 applied Lo projects estal.
lished in other aveas, The ODB s lending commitments for any one pro
Jeel must nol exceed 1079 of i1s total resources,

Two new mcentives for the private sector were announved by the
Ministry of Commerce and Industry at the end of 1991, The first i o
non-repayable grant of 30% of the cost of an industnal project whose
mvestment cost 15 less than RO 100000 provided it is owned and

managed by Omanis. This grant can go up to between 509 and G0% if

the praject is localed outsgide the Museat area,

The second incentive relates Lo the participation by the Ministry in
the costs of preparimg mdustrial feasibility studies by private sector en-
treprencurs. The QDB has intraduced a vocational gradunte scheme,
whereby Vocational Training Centres which wish to apen a small work-
shop will be able to have their project financed on o leasing basis at a
special rate of 3% per annum. In the 1991 budget, direet suppert 1o Lhe
mdustrial sector was about B0 8 million, while indirect Iy, through the
ODDB, it was KO, 2 million,

A new Commercial Law came into force in 1991, replacing the old
law which dated back to 1974, I i 8 wide-ranging enactment, which
directly alfects every person and eom pany engaged in teade or husiness
i the Sultanate. The code's terms widely define the individuals and
commercial activities to whom it applies. These include torenen busi-
nesses trading i Oman, Foreign investment in industry is weleome,
and s regulated by the Foreign Business and Investment Law, The
minimuom Omani investment in a joinl venture vompany should not be
less than 35%, In practice, however, it is preferred that Forersm equity
does not exceed 49%. Industrial companies with foreipn investment are
exempl from ineome tax e fve years, 5 the prapect directly contrib-
utes o economic development, thi exemplion can be renewed for a fur-
ther five years, The Ministry i actively seeking ways ol improving
manigement and operations within mdustey, In 1989 the Industrial
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Dhevelopment Unil wig so up under thie Minis

try's Directorate-General of Tndustey,

Tourism

The Sultanate of Oman hag much Lo offer
the Lot in the way of seenery, climale, his-
torie interest, and water sports, The mild, bul
sunny, winter chimate s attractive w Eure
peans and olhers escaping the tigours of fhe
northern winter, while the coolir monsoon eli-
male of the south offers veliel from the searing
heat of the Gulf in summer to citizens of this
IO,

Touriam, which was non-existent in Chman
until recent  vears, 5 now  making rapd
progress. The emphasis 15 on guality, The Gov-
ernmenl hus proceeded cautiously Lo ensure
Lhat development i pursued inoa well-planned
minner calewlated to encournge quality tour
ismn I 1970, theve was only ane small hotel in
the Sultanate, and thal was situated in Mut-



many ol them ol Gatar standard, as well as motels and rest houses al
stralegie pointy.

In November last yvear, a large altractive hotel was opened in Sehar
on the waterfront. The total number of hotel roome in the Sultanate is
now 2100 with 3,096 beds. By the vear 2008 it 2 expected that the
nmber of towrsts will have eisen to GO000 annoally, Tourizsm s ad-
minslered by the Divectorate-General of Tourigm within the Ministey
of Commeree and Tndustry,

Plans arve being Gnaliced for the seleetion of consultants and desion
supervision for the ambitious Sidab Maving Project elose e Muaseat. T
will be ahle to handle some 550 pleasare cealt of different sizes — 2601n
the water wod 300 in dey dock.

AL the vogquest of the Government, the World Tourist Cheganisption,
aching as an exeenting agency e LINDYE, hag prepared o 15-yoar
Lourism plun (L991-2006) for the development of towrism m the Sults-
nates The coneept presents o planning and development framework for
providing opportunities for the onformed teaveller o experience (he
speieal eulture and environmenbal chavacteristios ol Oman.

In February last year, the Minstry announced a fiveyear tourmsm
development plan ander which iU will spend TLOC# million Lo establish
Loriat receplaon centees, pienie preas and camping groands, Under the
eurrent Fourth Five-Year Plan, there ave 53 infrastroctural projects to
inprove and expand toursm i e countey, Progress i Omanisation 19
steadily beimg made, and currently about 200 of the stalf in hotels aee
Chmani. The Covernment s, onits part, making available trainmg appor-
funities at the Hotels and Catering Centree in Balirain, Some of the stafl’
in the Dhrectorate-General of Tourism have been sent for feaining
abroad. Due Lo thig efford, it has been possible o vaise the percentage of
Cimanisation tomore than S0% i Che Goveroment-owned holels

[n Chetober last vear, the Muoseat International Exhibition, organ-
wed by the Mimstey of Commerce and Industey, was held al the Oman
Fxhibition Cenbre at Seah, in the wake of the Sultanate's second Year
of Tndustey. The Rosayl Industeial Estate and (e Oman Chambier of
Commeree and Industry participated in the orgamisation of the Exhila
tien. Fighty nutional companies took part inoit, exhibiting food prod
uets, textiles, household and congumer goods, budding materials, furm-
ture and Cenditionnl Chnane handierafts, More than twenty other
vountries were represented at the Exhibition, which was one of the
fargest of ita kind ever to be held i the Sultanate. The seeond Yeure of
Industry Festival was held in Sohae lnter in the vear,

Oman Chamber of Commerce and Industry (QOCCI)

The Oman Chamber of Commerce and Industey was set up i 1973

e



Lo eneourage industrinl and commercial development in the Sullanate,
All business orgamisatons in Cman are expected o be members, The
headguarters of the OCCT are in Ruwi, near Museal, wilh hranches in
Ihra. Ty, Nizwa, Sur, Salalah, and Sohar,

The Chamber acts as o bridge between the Omani and (ereign busi-
nessman and vestors, and promotes, orgamses and protects the eeo-
nomic interests of the country. Among the services it provides are infor-
mation about petential fields of operation, Lhe categories of members,
and elarificalion of practices and procedures goverming trade and in-
dustry m the Sultanate. The Chamber also provides formpn business-
men and investors with slalistieal data and other details about loeal
markels and/or potential areas for investment. Members wee kept in
truch with foreign markets through the Chamber's magazine,

Thee Chamibier logalises documents, invoices, ageney and Tabour ¢on
Lraeta, and tssues certificates required in trade and industey, 1 acts as
arbitritor in the event of commercial disputes between local members
and foreign busimessmen or nvestors, and participants in the disens
sion ol trade-related  problems with coneerned government srganisa-
tions, 11 alao sponsors and feilitades the sssaing of visas o freigners
wishing 1o establish business velations with Oman, but wha do not
have canbacts in the Sultanale,

The mumther of envolments has continued Lo inerease ovir the venrs,
and the OCC] has expanded s activities, especially in the fields of
troining, diversification of the econemy and Chmanisation, Technical
management courses were started i 1989 and have proved suceessful,
Computerisation of the Chamber's operations and the estalilislimont of
an information centro, have been completed

The Sultanate's Stock Exchange opened in May 1985 and got off to
i gond start. Anoimportant development was the opening of o chamber
tr regulate dealings in o new secondary markel, called the paradlel
marked, for negotiations in the shaves of recentlv-establisched compi
nica and these nol having any specifie chaoracteristics which enalle
them to enjoy sullicient liquidity and the protection and security for op-
eration in the Chamber of the principal market.

The market conducts its business i the mornings and has evening
sessiong on Mondaye and Tuesdays, There as no Erading in futures or
on margin, Shares musl be delivered il immediately after transac-
tiong, and settlements must be made in cash. Post-dated cheques are
nol aeeeplable,

The Museat Securities Market iz beng opened up for mvestment by
non-Umamis, especially cibivens from the AGOC and other Arvab eoun-
tries, Studies ave also onder way Lo ibeodoce various investment in:
ghraments o pravide investment opportunities in equily Lo expatriabes,



Sinee the lrst diseovery of oil in the Sultanate of Oman in eommer
el quantities in 1964, production had reached a record level of
TA0000 B at the end of last year, a level likely Lo be maintaimed for
Lhe next ten years, The proven oil regerves in the Sultanate are cur
rently 4.5 billion bareels, and are expected to rise to 5 billion barrels in
the near fulure, New discoveries and improved methods of extraction
From existing oilfields will extend the life of the il industry in the Sul-
tanale well into the next century

Ol first went indo production in P67 Trom o group of three oilfields
i the mleror of northern Oman after the eonstruction of a lengthy
prpelne from Fahud, the largest Geld, through a gop in the Hagar
range of mountaing to the export lorminal al Ming Al Fahal on (he
coast near Museat, This eontinues to be the only pipeline o the termi-
nal fur all produetion in the Sultanate. The oil has to be pumped to the
Fighest point in the gap, and 18 then gravity Ted Lo the eoast. Tn 1970,
production was aboul 300,000 bid, and reserves stood at 1.2 billion bar-
rels, By dhe middle 19705 production actually fell until further discoy.
eries were made and new oilfields came on stream.

When ol was discovered inocommereial quantities o southern
Oman it was decided not to pipe the ol toan outlet on the southern
coast ia this would have mvolved the construction of an artificial port,
with protection from the gole-foree summer monsoon winds, as Lhare
are no natural haveng along the entive Tength of the gouthern const of
the Arabian Peninsula east of Aden. I was more economical Lo con
slruel pipelines over great distances of desert hnking the oilfields of
the south with the main pipeline from Fahud to Mina Al Fahal on (he
eoast. Lyving as it does outside the Steail of Hormug, Mina Al Fahal's
exports are unaltected by conflicts and erises in the Goll,

Fallowing the withdrawal of the lrag Petroleum Company (TPC
from exploration in the Sultanate, the concession was granted Lo Petro-
levm Development (Oman) Tad, (PDEY, in which Shell was the majority
sharcholder, the minorily shareholders being Compapnie Franemae des
Pétroles and Partex. In 1974, an agreement was signed between the
Government and PDO wherehy the Government assumed ownership of
0% of the shares of the Company.

In the earlier years, production of oil Muetoated due to the diseover-
bt of new oilfields, and latterly to the world price ol oil. In 1986, steep-
by fulling world oil prices made it imtially desirable to inerease produc-
tion to maintain il revenues, but prices fell to such an extent that
revenues declined sharply before recovering when the world price of oil
impraved. Oman is not a member of OPEC or OAPEC, but has always
kept in step with oil praces maintamed by OPEC, and, although not

Lh



p= Crilling for oil
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continuing
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hound by production quo-
tag sel by thal organisa
tiom, it has  voluntanly
cosperated o stabilising
production. The Sultanate
is active in ooil affairs ab a
regional level,  being @
member of the Arab Guolf
Conperation Conngil
TAGOC ), several members
of which are members ol
OPEC, so0 that cooperation
with OPEC 15 achieved at
this level. On the other
hand, the Sultanate plays
a logding role in the non
OPEC froup, known as the
[ndependent Chl-Producing
Countries (IFEC), which is
caaporating with OFEC 1o
achieve  stability  ino ail
markets and prices, In e
cent  vears, Oman hoy
twice adjusted it ot production voluntarly to assist OPECS stalalisa
fion ellorts.

There are, ot present, three other oil producers in the sultanate be-
sides PDO: B (Franee), Oveidental (U85, and Japex tJapan), OF tha
eurrent vale of production of THO,000 i, PDO praduces TOO 00 bid
while the other three prodoce 50000 bid, The greatest recent suceess
ol PDEY has been at e Lekhwair field in the norcth of Oman, one of the
oldest Tields in the eountey, which has bean expanded, The expansion
work has been completed, and it has been handed over to PDOY For op
srations. It is expected that the production rite will be raised from
25,000 bid o 110000- 150,000 bid by 1994, representing anhoul 1% off
{(hmun's Laotal ||||1||||i | .=t WIEIT, thiseoveries af o, condensite and Hias
woere made ineleven different localiones

The search Tor oil offshore in the Gull of Oman was made many
vears agn, bul was unsuceesshul, Towever, simee then, ail has been dis-
eorvered 10 i eoncession areg ofT Lhe weal consl of the Musandam Penin
aula, Tn 1988, PDO starvted explovation in three concession areas ol Lhoe
eoast of Dhofar in the south. PDO has also been carvying out seismic
feste in the diffieaht and rogged mountaimn errain in Dhofar

A pefinery was congtrueted at the ail terminal ot Mina Al Fahal
noar Museat, and came mlo operation in 1H82 e meet the necds of thee
domestic market,



Its original production capacity of 50,000 bid was increased in 1987
o SO000 bid Lo satisfy the expanding domestic requirement, Now
Omuin is secking a £23 million loan for a further expansion of the refin-
ery. In October 1992, the Ministry of Petroleum and Minerals signed
an-agreement with Mitsur, a Japanese firm, to upgrade the production
process al Oman Helinery's hinzine anil. Benzine production will he
expantded and will be lead-free, thus nol harming the enviconment,

The policy of Omanisation s proveeding satisfactorily in the oil and
gas industry, PDO has established a large training eentre which has
eontributed considerably to the training of Omanis Lo replace expatri-
dles. AL present, Omanis occupy 65% of jobs at all levels, and i all pro-
jects connected with PDO. The percentage of Omanis who sccupy sen-
ior posts has reached 45%, with 79% tor junior posts. By the vear 2000,
Omamsation of all johs i the industry shoud reach 93-957%.

I the lute eighties, the Government set up the wholly state-owned
Chman Oil Company (O0C) for the purpose of investing in foreign com-
mereial enterprises and oil trading operations, In 1991, the Sultanate
signed g protocol of eonperation with Kazakbstan, whereby the Sulta-
nate would nasist Kasakhstan during negotintions with foreign ail com:
panies, OOC has been able to provide the technieal, legal and economie
assistance to enable a cooparation agreement to be reached botween
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el gl bwa ollields: 1N Aazaknsian, UNoer an agrecment recently
signed in Bermuda, a study s fo be carried out on o project to lay a net.
work of pipelines to carry ml from Tengiz in Kazakhstan and Baku in
Azerbaian to the port of Noverossisk on the Black Sea const, O0C and
two other leading companies have been commissioned to implement the
project in two phases.

Gas

Natural gas was discovered accadentally during the search [or ml,
and 1t was soon established that the Sultanate has sizeable reserves
which are sufficient to supply the needs of developing industry. De-
mand has been rising rapidly, and oulput has inereased corresponding-
ly. Tn 1884, the Government initiated a governmenl-lnanced explirn-
tion programme for o peviod of ten years, PDO has been conducting
this programme on behall of the Government, and o B i hos proved
very sueeesaliil

As i resull, tolal gas reserves which stood at 98 teillion cubie Teet
ab the beginning of 19940, have risen steeply to 17 trallion cubic feet by
he end of last year, 1t 15 expected that this figure will increase sub-
stantially in the near foture, In ik vears' time, gas prodoction & ex.
pected o equal that of oil. The gas mdustry is wholly owned by the
State, and operated on its behall' by PTE. The Ministry of Petroleum
and Minerals cooperates with PO in the management of the gas in-
dustry,

The pas industry was started in 1978 with the canstruction of & gas
pipeline linking the Yibal field with the Al Ghubrah power station and
desalmation plant on fhe ceast near Museat, Gas is now supplied to the
power station in the Rusayl Industreial Bstate and o Wadi Jizat power
slation which serves the copper-smelling comples and the Sohar re-
ginn, PIND is the largest consumer of associated gas, which il requires
for its power plants and equipment, and for reinjection into oil reser
viirg b maintain pressure and sustan ol production, In 1988, the di-
veet nse of natural gas was inlrvoduced 10 Oman for the fst time, olher
than to power stations. A gas supply has been inaugorated at the Ku-
sayl Industrial Estate for use ot the vegetable oil refinery, the textile
mull and other enterprises. The gas treatment plant = undergoing a
magsive expansion, almost doubding its present capacity ol 8.5 million
cubie metres a day, The 22-manth project, which is expected Lo raise
output to TEG million cubie metres a day s designed o meel s re
gquirements for power gencreation and water desalination, and for the
industrial sector over the nest Lan vendrs,

There are plung do export Liguilied Natural Gas ILNGI by setting

up an LNG project utilising the recently discovered gas reserves in the
P concession wren of central Oman, The projeet has been divided
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into upstronm and downstream dievelopments. The upstream develop-
ment invelves Lhe development and production of gos and condensate
by P on behalf of the Government of Chman, The dewnstream devel-
opment will comprise gas lgoefaction shipping and marketing which is
planned to be undertaken by an LNG expart company euarrently under
formation and to be owned by the Government of Chnan (51%), Royal
Duteh Shell (34%), Total (6%, Partes (2%, and three Japanese compa-
nies Gas and condensate production fram Saih Bawl and Barik (Saih
Niluydi i futured will be treated and conditioned at o gas production
plant lneated in central Oman of initial copoeily of 976 MMSCTVT,
then compressed and transported vig g 42-inch pipeline to a gas ligue-
Fuetion plant of an initial capaeity of' & million metrie tonnes per year,
lneated at a coastal area belween Museal and Sur. The LNG will then
b exported by LNG tankers to the Far East and possibly Burope

Ag part ol thee progect, a Teasthility stoady s bemng prepared to evalu-
ale the upstream and downstream part of the project. The upstream
part of the study will be carved out by PDO and the downstream study
will be undertaken by the LNG company. The construction phase of the
downstream facthities 15 seheduled to bogin i 1996 and should be com-
pleted by the Tst quarter of 198989, with exports to begin soon after. A
training programme for Omanis will be undertaken as a port of ths
pragect, with a view Lo beginning Chmanmisation as seon ns posgible,




Il has long been known that considerable mineral potentialitios
exist in the Sultanate of Oman. Three thousand vears ago, copper ore
was hemng mined in northern Oman, or Magan as 10 was then known,
and exported lo the Sumerian Empire at the northern end of the
Gull. The remams of the ancient copper workings can still be seen
Much has already been learnt from large-seale geaphyveicn] mapping
aurvevs, which are continuing, as well as from detailed exploration in
the form of geologic mapping, geochemical surveys and drillings. The
aceessibilily o mineral  deposits in o notoriously rugged  region
presents problems, but g considerable measure of success has already
Bsen e hivwind,

The copper ore deposits i the Wadi Jizzs near Schar, mined o
aneent times, are now being explted agam. The ore @8 processed
mtn electrolytically refined copper cathodes inoan on-site smelter, and
then exported. The smeller was opened in 1983 when the first refined
eopper was exported, Low world prices Toe copper in recont vears, amd
the exhaustion of the copper ore deposits at present being mined,
faeed the industry with the possibility of ¢losure in 199, However,
further exploration has revealed 84 million tonnes of mineable cop-
per ore at Rakah and Hayl Al Safl shout 215 km from the smolter
nes Sobars The ore Trome these manes will be converted inlo coneen
Lrate at Hayl Al Safil, and then transported to the smelter, where il
will b refined inta copper cathodes for export. Al a production rate
al sne million tonnes a vear, these supphies should ensure the future
af the refinery imto the next century. Exploration for copper ore de
posils 15 eontinuing along the Batimah eoast and on the Jebel Akhdar
plateau.

Onginally, the Government held 75% of the shares of the capper
comples, but Joter sequived all the remaining shares, a0 thal the
whole copper industry 15 now stute-owned. The operating COTENY 18
the Oman Mining Company (OMCOL Total copper production in-
creased by about 25% in 1992 from the previous year, and OMCO
has projected anolher inerease of 500 in 1993 with a lotal value of
U5 845 milhon, Gold s o byeproduet of the copper refining provess
and its contribution to OMOO's ineome eontinues W rise

Chromite was discovered by aecident in 1971 when explovation for
other minerals was hemg carvied out. Economically viable chromite
reserves were found near Zaymi, and are now being mined by OMCO
for the Oman Chromite Company (OCCO1 which was formed in
1991, A number of private Omani individuals have applied for a li-
cense, and will be grouped together and siven o site (o develop,

tHi

= Copper refining
ol Sohar.

B In addition 1o
other minerals,
coal has been
located in
pramising
quantities,
Exploralory sites
al Jalan.






tanee. Transportation, wiarketing, and selling of the mineral will be
managed for the group by OCCQ. This is in keeping with the Govern-
ment's poliey of providing employment opportunities in less develaped
areas of the country. Japan is showing a keen intevest in Omani
chromite,

Extensive deposits of coal exist i the region of Sur in south-
castern Uman, Preliminary exploration work and evaluation deilling
in the area have confirmed an estimated 36 million tonnes of coal.
The exploration programme, which started in late 1990, is due o be
completed this vear, and feasibility studies should be starting shortly
An inibial study by UNDP has estimated that reserves are sufficient
Lo sed up o 300-megiwall power pland, wsing around 100,000 Lonnes
of coal mined annually. This would be enough o meet the entire re-
quirement of electricity for the whole Shargivah region.

Chman has large resources of industrial minerals, including siliea
sind and quartzite which could be used for a glass industry, ypsum
lor plasterboard, dolomite for magnesia, and kaolimite for ceramics
and the paper industry, Plans are currently under way for establish-
ing a glass industry, High quality marble s being mined both in the
north and south of the Sultanate, spme of which 15 being fashioned
locally and some exported. The private seclor is being actively encour-
aged to participate in the development of industeial mineral resourees
with considerable success. Some companies have expressed an inter-
el in mining laterite [or export to cement companies in the UAR
The Ministry of Commerce and Industey, in partnership with the pri-
vitle seelor, is studying the pessibility of setting up a magnesin plant
either in the south ar in the Quriyal area in the north, depending on
Lhe quality of dolomite available m the twe areas.
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AGRICULTURE

For the last quarter century, the Sultanate of Oman has had an oil-
based economy, which has allowed for the development of Lhe country
in all its aspects, including agriculture. Until the development of the oil
industrey, apriculture and fishing had been the mainstay of the ceono-
my over the centuries. FRven now, over hall of the papulation s g ged
in agriculture and fighing. A major goal of the Mimstry of Agriculture
and Fisheries iz to inevease agricultuval self-suficiency in food crops
from 445 to 100% by the vear 2000, by achieving an annual growth
rate of 6.6%, This will invelve raiging erop and livestock production, im-
proving the agricultural steaeture, and salving soil exhaustion and ag-
vicultural gmallholding problems, as well as raising the living stin-
dards of the rural population, The private sector i 1o be supported in
the development of agri-tndustry and marketing.

The Sultanate of Oman hes inoan arid region of the world, bat, un-
like other States in the Arabian Peninsula, other than the Yemen Re-
public, it has considerable potential, due to its size and tpography and
local variations of climate, The Hajar range of mountains, which run
the length of northern Oman and form the spime of the country, attraet
considerably greater, if sporadic, rainfall than occurs in neighbouring
regions, whilst in Dhofar in the south, regular monsoon riins fall over
e coastal range of mountaing,

An early problem that arese affecting agriculture and fishing in Ll
19705 was the drift from the land and the fghing villages to the urban
arcis, where high wages attracted the younger men. However, during
the 19805, the Government look urgent measures to support farmers
and the fishermen and thus encourage them to keep to their traditional
oceupations, This problem has also been ameliorated by the fact that
all the major construction projects involved 1 the infrastrocture have
beon eompleted so that the incentives to leave the land have heen
preally reduced. Agriculture wag given a considerable boost when the
vear 1988 was declaved the Year of Agriculture. This proved to be so
suceessful that it was extended (o 1989, Now s Majesty Sultan Qa-
hions has designated two months of each year as Muonths of Apgriculture,
in order to ensure that agriculture in the Sultanate continues Lo make
progress, and that all the relevant departments in the Ministry step up
their efforts to belp inerogse production. Anether aim is t ereate eloser
cooperation between the Ministry and Farmers, stock-breeders and fish-
EFTED

The elimate of northern Oman with long, hot and usaally rainless
summmers, except over the mountams, and brief mild winters with amall
and aporudie rainfall is well suited to the cultivation of dates and limes

The dates of Oman are renowned for their high quality and the
vearly production is estimated Lo be between 150,000 and 175,000
tonnes. Twenty thousand hectares 18 given to the cultivation of date



palms numbering not leas than 7 million, This is expected Lo rise Lo
about 10 million by the year 1995, About 40% of date production is con-
sumed hy growers and owners, 26% consumed by livestock, and 30% i
marketed inside and outside Oman. Tn 1992 the Ministry sel up a clon-
ing laboratory fur the production of date palm seedlings, This s the
most technically advanced method of producing high-quality seedlings,
The fivst year of operation will see the production of 25,000 seedlings,
which will replace old and low-productive palme, Two large farms have

been established al Wadi Qurivat and Al Kamil for the cultivation of

high-quality date palme, with around 5,000 date palms in each of farm.
The fwno farms are osed as model anita for the gtudy of the core and
cultivation of date palms, grown with the use of the most advanced sei
enlifie methods, and research 1s carried out to determine how easily the
different Omani strains are able to acclimatise to conditions in the dif:
lerent date palm-growimg areas,

Limes are prown in quantity along the Batinah Coast and particn-
larly at the northern end. Together with dates, limes provide the major
agricultural exports from the Sultanate. Also cultivated along the Bati-
nah Coast are mangos, tobaceo, tomatoes, onions, aubergines, peppers
and many other fruits and vegetables, almost entirely for internal con
sumption in Oman, During 1992, several resesrch PrOgrAIImes wers
carried oul into ways of improving and diversifying vegetable cultiva-
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were added to the recommended list, There was considerable inerease
in tonnage per hectare of production of tomatees, potatoes and auber-
FIEE,

Cirgenhouses were constroucted Tor the production of cucwmbers and
tomatoes, In addition to the programme Toe the improvement of date
production, d programme was careied oul i 1992 Lo dmprove, develop
and diversify the eultivation of other feait eraps. This included research
and sludivs of the cultivation of hmes, mangos, bananas. cosonuots,
grapes, pomegranates and pawpaws,

Dholar in the soulh hag o telally different climate from that of

northern Chman, Regular monsoon riing between June and September
Fll over the seaward-facing slopes of the mountains. Date palms are
nid Lo be found ag the climate does not suit them; metead, coconut
palms Tourish on Lthe eoastal plain around Salalah, where bananas,
paw paws and other tropical fruits ave grown extensively,

This coast-Tueing mountain slopes behind the coastal plain are tradi-
tioninl cattle-breeding areas ol the Jebali tribesmen, the only ones in
the Sultanate. Until recently, the debali only veaved catile for their
milk; now, with good road communications to northern Oman where
beel s i mereasing demand, the Jebali aee being enconraged o expord
their catlle to the novth, This will not ealy profit the loeal population,
bt tlso relieve the pressure on the grazing lands,

Livat wear, the Mimstry carvied out a progeamme o improve, devel-
op and diversify the cultivalion of Geld crops and fodders, with the aim
of identifying the best local strains and improving them, Under the pro-
gramme, new types of field crops and fodders were evaluated and intro
duced to the Omani envivonment. Other olyectives ineluded the prepar-
ation of programmes aimed at inereasing the grain production ol the
lield erops and improving lield crop eoltivation methods, The pro-
gromme covered wheat, barley, fodder, lueerne and silnge.

Research his been advanced in the study of pests and plant diseas-
ea. Parlicular priority has been given o diseases affecting tomatoes,
Attention has also been given to diseases which attack limes, date
palms, coconuts and bananas, Programmes hove alse coneenteated on
bnlogienl prevention methods

The Minstey of Agriealture and Fisheries provides the Oman farim-
er with o number of services for enterprises that he is unable t under
Lk on hig awn, and veguire high techoieal and other felities. Lozt
vear, around 16175 feddans tmeasurement of land) were aprayed
against & damaging date palm geab (matag), Al peeas of the Sultanate
were covored exeepl tho Governorates of Musandam and Dholar. The
Ministry's spraving teams assisted Tarmers in protecting their felds
wilh gineral pesticides. The Ministey alao offers frmers ploughing ser-
viees Tor nominal hire charges at its agricullueal development contres,

Mew regulations on agricallaral and lvestock subsidies were issued
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ral mechanical equipment to encourage farmers to use it, lems covered
by these include ploughs, reapers, binders, chemical sprayers, mechani-
al gaws and small agricultural implements. Other subsides cover
chemical fertilizers, seeds, pestivides, fruit seedlings, plastic covers,
tloches and compost,

The Government has also redueed unit prices of electricity and die
sel used for farming and agricultural industry projects.

The policy of the Oman Agricalture and Fisheries Bank i 1o pro-
vide loans for all eategories of larmers, with priovity being given Lo
small farmers and productive agricultural projects. The Bank also ad-
ministers some agriculture and fisheries loans programmes, and grants
fop up loans in cosperation with the relevant departments of the Min-
istry of Agriculture and Fisheries, In 1991, the Bank provided 159
loans totalling more than RO, GO0,000,

During the decade of 1991/2000, the Ministry of Apricullure und
Fisheries has the targel of increasing the production of poultry meat,
eges, and fresh milk by 100%, and production of meat from grazing ani-
mals by 48%. The ultimate aim is total self-sufficiency in all these prod-
ucts. To achieve these goals, it employs livestoek research, livestock ad-
viee and subsidies lor livestock projects. In 1992, a livestock research
station was opened in Rumais on the Batinah Coast, containing a num-
ber of modern research units, including u laboratory for analysing food-
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stulfs, fodders and daivy products. IL alse has enclosures for eows,
sheep and goals, 0 mechanical workshop, a dairy unit, a training unit,
a hibeary and auditorium, as well as aceommuodation. Alse last year, o
new livestork research station was opened in Wadi Qureiyat with simi-
Lar Facilities and a veterinary ehinie, In Dholar there 19 a livestock re-
gearch stalion which meludes a cattle vesearch estahlishment, a dairy
research umt and an abatior

In 1989 the Mimstry began an inlensive programme of analysis of
rummant and poullry feeds, involving experiments in the use of agri-
cultural and animal wastes for animal feeds. The programme has al-
ready produced many positive technical and eeonomic results,

The Ministry's velerinary labovatory earvies out comprehengive
gludies of endemic animal diseases with the aim of ehminating them,
These include infectious pneamonia, diseases in goats and eamels, ro-
dent parasiles and rabies. Corrently the laboratory 8 carrying out a
programme for Lhe production of o vaecine against infections poeam-
nia in cooperation with the Prench Instidute for the Study of Digeases
in Tropiecal Areas. The current livestock advice programme aims fo
equip stockbreeders with the seentilic skills required for rearving cat-
tle. goats, sheep and poultey, and for marketing anmmal and poultry
productz. I also promotes the artificial insemination of eattle and mad-
ern melhods of combating ammal diseases.

The Ministry has a project for small-seale poultey farmers, which
has been in operation for several vears, So far,
it has been implemented for 470 farms, 276 af
which are for poultry meat, production, and 194
for ege production. The Ministey's support pro-
vides 200 egg-laying chickens, feeding troughs,
drinking troughs, nesting boxes, and veteri-

ary and sdviee services, For farmers of meat-

priclucing chickens it provides a gas-heated
hatchery, feeding and walering troughs for
chicks and adult hirds, wire for an enclosure,
and six batehes tolalling 3000 chicks,

Last vear, the Oman Agriculture and Fish-
eries Bank financed eloven livestock produe-
Lo prajects al o cost ol RO 87,000

The total area of land in the Sultanate st
able for agriculbure i aboul 10000 hectiares,
of which aboul 600600 are under cullivation at
present. Tnorecent vears, the cultivated areas
has mereased at an average rate o 7.2% per
annum, However, the expansion of the area of
land under cultivabion s not the main aim of
the current Five-Year Development Plan; it s
vatlier the improvement of produetivity from



cal adviee through 2,500 extension farms. An mnportant alement of this
pulicy 1s the use of irvigation water to the best advantage by emploving
the most modern means Lo oot wastage (o the minimum,

The averall responsibility for water resouress is entruated o the
Ministey of Waler Resourees, and i3 deall witl in another chapler,
However, the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries is responsible for
such waler resources ns are available oy agriculture, the seope of
which is eonsiderable. Cultivation in the Sullanate is totally dependent
onirrigation devived Trom groundwaler

T the mountainous wleror of northern Oman, agrienltore 18 large
Iy based on the falaj system, the origing of which wre lost in the miists of
anbiquity. It is likely that the svstem was introdueed into Oman from
Persia, Many of the aflag (plural of falaji in use today are 800 years old
ur more. This ingentous system consists of tapping the water table in
the mountains and leading the water by man-made sublerranean chan-
nels, often up to L0 ki in length, and siphones aeross the widi beds to
the plains, where it is brought to the surfice and used for domestic pur-
poses and ireigation. The water is very pure and lukewarm, and the
Aow is steady and reliable, even through periods of drought when its
volume is only slightly  reduced. The use of irvigation water is very
carefully controlled in the villages, where ancient sundials nsed for al-
loeating iergalion perieds Lo Grmers miy still be seen,

Along the Batinah coastal plain, irrigation water is oblained from
wells, nowadays operated by diesel pumps, as is merstly the case of the
Salalah plain in Dhotar, though there are some alla), In both cases Lhe
groundwaler originates from rainfull over the mountains, which flow
lwards the eoust through subterranenn aquifirs, Tn the case of the Ba.
tinah Coast, and, to a lesser extent, on the Salalah Plain, problems
have arvisen m recent vears due to the expungion of Salalah Plain. prife
lems haver arigen inovecont years due to the expanzion of sgricullure,
resulting m the resources of the aguifers being overdrawn and an in-
erease inosaliity. Date palms have a comparatively high degree of Lol-
erance of salinity in water, but, even, so, i some locations the lovel ol
silinity is now such that even date palms will not tolerate it. The Gov
ernment has seled energetically and imposed strict controls on the
sinking of wells, and dams have heen constroeted to help the recharg-
ing of the nquifers.and more dams are under construction. The offerta
ol the recharge dams have been carelully nssessed, and enough infor-
matien has now been obtained Lo show positive resulta. This sulyjeet is
dealt with in more detail i the chapter on water, The recharge dam
programme 18 the responsibility of the Ministey of Agricullure and
Fisheries,

PAMAP

The Public Authority for Marketing Agrieultural Produce | PAMAR)

i5 playing an increasingly suceessful vole in the mrketing and diste
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bution of internal agrcultaral produee. 6 was established in 1981 with
[l rsrme abpectives af -

) Providing o link botween (he farmers and the trade, throagh
the eatablishment of a well-organised mavketing nedwork

b Preoviding farmers with o macket outlet and eneouraging Hhem
Lo graw high quality produce,

) Tmproving the existing markel for Omani produee m terms ol
quantity and availubility

PAMAL has vecently branchied out into the éxport marked with sue-
cogsii] resulls, Last vear, exports of feoit and vepetables were worth
BLCK, AOHLO00, This vear the target s BOL 1 mallion, Most consignments
huve been going to the Gull States, with Kuwait taking as much as
06 of the total, Exports consist maindy of fomatoes and hinanas
Divied Himes ave alsa teaditionally exported fram Oman, Internally, po
tatoes are becoming an inereagingly important evop, and PAYAR hos
been matrumental inoats development

Grrowers are eneenraged by PAMAP'S poliey o take all they harvest
al ancattractive price. The present natiwnal production of 5, (HE tonnes
only meet hall of annunl demand, while that of tomatoes 26,000 Lennes
i now ereeh toomeet Uhe annual demand

PAMAT: headguarters and Centeal Disteibution Centre are o
Crhala near Museal, Resional Distribotion Centres aee at Salalah, So.
har, Nizwn, Thra, and Suwaig, These latter also act as Collection Cen-
tres ol which there are seventecn throughoul
the Sultanate, There are banana-ripening anid
packing [aeilities in Salalab and at the Centeal
[atrsbution Cenlre in Ghala, A suceesslul
marketing innovalion s the marketing of lime
test, made from deied and powdered Hmes. T°A
MAP was also ventured into the revival ol an
ancient and  histore movket — the export of
franloneense. Omant frankineense s o mulb
purpose product with a lgh proportion of es-
sential oils which can be used in g number of
chignieal, pharmacentical and  perlumery -
dustries, The internationally Gamous perfome,
Amovage’, is produced in Oman from Frankin
cense, and marketed abroacd

The Bourd of Divectors of PAMAFP lavs
down the breoad policies and procedures of Lhe
Authority, and the Executive Prasident is
gponsible for overall management. The Board
of Divectors eongials of 13 members, of which
the Mimster of Agvienlture and Fisheries iz the
Chiirman



The Sultanate of Oman with a 1,700 km-long eoastline exlending
from the Musandam Peninsula at the entrance to the Gulf in the nerth
Lo the horder with the Yemen Republic in the south, has extremely rich
fishing grounds, the potentialities of which have vet 1o be fully evalunl-
ed. A 200-mile exclusive economie zone extends to seaward from the
shores of Chnan,

Oman has an eil-based ceonomy, but it has other resources, mmd
fisheries 15 an imporlant one of these, Great efforts have been made in
the last two decades by the Government to develop a fisheries industry
and to exploit the abundant fisheries potential, However. during {he
past few years there has been a decline in the stocks of certain T
tant species, particularly lobsters, abalone and kingfish, Restrictions
have had to be introdueed and intensive study is being currently unider-
Laken to establish the causes of this decline,

Fighing, together with agriculture, has been a traditional Omani oc-
cupation thraugh the
theless, until recenl vears it only met the needs of local eoastal comni-
nities. Until road communieations opened up the routes to the Interior
of the country it was impossible for the inhabitants of the towns and
villuges of the interior Lo oltain fresh fish. Bedu of the Janaba tribe
used fo trade dried fish conveyed an camel-back fram the coaat in the
region of Masirah Island for dates from the Interior in the region of
Mizwa,

More than 150 species of fish have heen identified in Omani walers.
vanging from sardines to tuna. Some 35 speeies of grouper, or ham-
mour as they are known in Oman, are found in the waters of the Sulia
nate. Schools of sardines, nelted off the Batinah Cloast, have long been
used as animal leed and fertiliser. In Dhofar, sardines are still bought
by the Jebali tribesmen as feed for their cattle during the dry season
when the grazing has been exhausted; although this is a dying practice
as lodder becomes increasingly available from farms on the Salalah
plain. Large numbers of lobsters are now canght off Masirah Tsland
ind the coast of Dhofar, and exported to the north.

s, and a major source of emplovment. Nevep-

Dhuring the first slages of development in the early 1970s, many
fishermen left their communities for the towns where they eould earn
higher wages, The Government was keenly aware of the depletion of
these communities and the theeat i presented (o the fishing industry,
and took early remedial action to su pport the livelihood of the Hzher-
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men, A Fisherios Department formed in 1972 beeame a Directorate-
Cremeral in 1974, and this was later absorbed into the Mmistey of Agri-
cudture and Fisheries, To 15980 the Cman National Fisheries Company
HONFC) was Tormed with Governmenl assistance to purchase, distrib-
ute and export the eatehes of local fishermen, 1t also handled hish
caught by concessionaires. In 1987 the Cman Fisheries Company
(O wias ostablished, tnte which the ONFC was merged. RO, 30 mil-
lion was received ag subseriptions fram shareholders

By 1990 there were 18546 registered Hshormen, representing an
increase of 6,000 aver Lhe previous five vears. In 1978 the Fishermen =
Eneouracement Fund was introdueed, under which more than 14,000
fishermen have heen assisted in buying oulboard engines and Tibee
plass boats. Much progress has been achioved in recent years m strie-
fural improvements to fishing harbours and the construetion of cold
gtorage and processing facilities throughont the Sultanate,

The total quantity of fish and crustaceans landed rose sharply n
Lhie 19808, reaching a peak m 1988, However, the total for 1959 showed
a decline, Research carried oul by the Manne Seience and Fisheries
Contre has indicated that sver-fishing has had g magoe part to play in
this decline: There are clear indwations that stocks of cerlain Lypes of




fande and mackerel have been depleded. A similar situation has arisen
over stocks of crustaceans, principally lobsters and abalone. As a re-
sull, fishing for lobsters and abalone i now restrcted to two months in
the year (December and January). The Marine Science and Fizheries
Centre has reeommended that nets should have o mesh gize of at least
0-142 inches Lo allow young fish to escape and breed, Research has also
shown that overfishing is nol the sole reason for the decline in fish
stocks. 1t is strongly suspected that pollution, which now witely affects
the oceans, has a part in this, particularly through damage to the
mangrove ceosystem, which provides o brecding ground for many Lypes
of fish aned erostaceans,

Large-scale commercial fishing enterprises have also playuid their
part in the development of the figshing idustry, An origimal agreemenl
between the Government and o Japanese (ishing COMPINY  Was re-
plaeed in 1977 by a coneession ton Korean company which Lrwins Oma-

ms on ity travlers and provides 38% of its cateh 1o the Government in
the Torm of rovalties. The industeial feel now consists of the Notional
Fishing Company and the Kerean Fishing Company. Fish are being ox-
ported to the LUSA, dapan, Australia, France and othep Furopean eoun

¥ The Maring
Science and
Fisheries Centre
al Sidab, near
Muscal, where
Oman's marine
lite is inlensively
studied.



tries. Exporte to France have trebled i vecent vears, and exports to the
LI and Halland are being encouraged. Indusivial companies’ ships —
including some from Japan with which the authorities have signed
Nshing concessions — ciaught some T0% of the telal haul me TS AL Uhe
developoed porte will have enhanced processing and eold starage el
Lies. The work is expected Lo be finished i 1994,

[ the Governarate of Musandam, where the vegion is almost totally
dependent on fishing, special Government assistance has been provid-
ed to the local fishing communities. Much of the eatch in this reguon is
exported to the UAE and other AGCU States.

[n 1986 the Government set up the Marine Seience and Fishervies
Contre near Sidab, on the coasl near Moscal, with the conaultative
support of TNESCO and FAOQ, In co-operation wilth the Sultan Gaboos
University, ils role ineludes studies of different stocks of resourees and
the future development and management of the vast vange of marne
apecies to be Tound in Chmani waters, s well as a more academie role in
the general cealogy of marine environment, with partienlar emphasis
on the conservalion of ecosystems and endangered species, including
tartles. The Centre alse houses a public aquarium and a modern -
brary. The Cenbre and s aquariom has proved o be an oxeellent
lesrnang Gacility Tor both students and the general publie

There as an allocation ol RO 200 millon for the Ashing industey on-
dier the Fourth Five-Year Plan (190, of wehich RO ST millhion has
been set aside for investment an mdusteal and traditienal fishing ves-
sedd, shoreside feilities and transport, ROCTE molhon is alloeated for re-
sources assesgment and extension gervices, whilst TOC25 million s to
be spent on the construction ol eight magor harbours and 16 amallor
ones, Fish processing fivms will get RO 139 million. Large-scale port
development i planmed e Sue and Qureiyval, vnabling them te aceom
modate industrinl vessels and ease pressure on the principal port of
Mina Qabiws.

The Marine Seience and Fisheries Centee 18 about 1o begin studies
of breeding molluses, meluding Mussel, ovsler, seallop and abalone
Uheough sea agquacuttoree. 10s intended fo develop sea-hased agquacal-
fure an o laege seale Tn Uhe course of time, aquaculture al sea will be
extended to kinglish and hammour, and s visaalised that fishermen
will then be enabled w adopt this method
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Whereas oil and natural gas are finite resources which, if ex
tracted, will inevitably be exhausted over a period of time, water re-
sources are replaced by rainfall. However, i drawn on excessively,

problems will arise. This 1s the situation in which the Sultanate of

Oman finds itself at the present time, The problem varies from re-
pion Lo region and should not be exaggerated, though in some areas
on the Batinah coastal plain i i serious. In recent National Day
addresses to the Nation, His Majesty Sultan Qaboos has urged citi-
wens to conserve waler whether used dr]rm:_q[i.;“[]_y OF, IOFE DT
tantly, for agriculture. The Government has been fully awanre of the
problem for o long time, and alveady many sleps have been taken to
tope with it Further measures are under way at the present time.

The Sultunate lies in an arid region of the world, and the art of ex-
ploiting available water resources to the best advantage is nol new in
Uman, as exemplified by the centurivs-old fala) system, However, the
case of modern methods of well-sinking and waler extraction have haid
disadvantages, as ean be scen on the Batinah coast where over-
extraction from wells has had harmful results, Rainfall in Oman varies
according to the geagraphy of the country to a considerable extent, and
in any case 15 hmited. It is also sporadic and
unreliable, except i a limited area of southern
Dhofar which viceives reoular summoer mon-
soon raing, Elsewhere rain falls most frequent
Iy over Lhe mountains of noethern Oman, often
in the foem of vielent slorms. the ruo-ofl’ from
which has in the past been lost into the sea or
the deserts of the Interior,

The Government has long heen aware that
i Oman was to develop industey where none
existed belore, und cope with the needs of a
rapidly expanding population with higher liv
ing standards, major measures had to be tak-
en, Al the same time, it 15 Government policy
to erease the production of agriculture so as
to make Oman as sell-supporting as possible in
lood production. Whilst this can be achieved by
improvements in farming methods, 10 will Lo
some degree involve inereasing the areas of
land under cultivation, which will need irviga-
o, Thus it was that, m 1986, two Councils
concerned with the environment were merged

¥ A larmer
walches while a
national well
inventory team
takes water
samples lor
quality tesling,




¥ The Ministry
regularly
monitors water at
300 sites
throughout the
Sullanate.

intn the Council for Conservation of the Environment and Water Re-
sourees, of which Hig Majesty the Sultan was the Charman, In 1985 it
wag deeided thal water was of such paramount importance that a new
authority, the Public Autherity for Water Hesourees (PAWE) was es-
tablished by Roval Deeree and took over the functions performed by
the Directorate-Genera] of Water Resources in the Ministry of Environ-
ment and Waler Resources and the Counel for Conservation of Envi-
vomment and Water Hesourees. This has now evolved into the Ministry
of Water Resources which ineorporate PAWR, and was established by
[oyal Decree in 14984,

Apart from fresh water for domestic supphies obtained from sea-
water desalination plants (see chapter on domestic wateri, all water
respurees i1 the Sultanate devive from rain water. However, some an-
cient water, sometimes refirred to as fossil water, derives from a peri-
o when the climate of Oman was eonsiderably wetter than it 12 to-
day, and is nol being replenished in today's arid climate. L therefore
has to be carefully hushanded, The falay system in the Interior has
been used for nearly o thousand years, and is 0 most efficient method
utilising available waler 1o the best advantage, (A detailed deserip
tion of the falaj system is given in the chapter on agricalturel. On the
Batinah Coast of northern Oman, and on the Salalah Plain in the
aouth, water for irrigation s obtained from wells




In recent years o major problem has arvisen on the Batinah Plain,
the most densely populated and intensively cultivated region of the
country, Here, the irmgation of date gardens and crops is supplied en-
tirely by well water. The availabulity of powerful pumps coupled with
the use of drilling rigs, has made waler extraction easier, As n result,
the number of wells has proliferated. and the land under cultivation
has correspondingly increased considerably. Unfortunately, this upset
Lhes Balanee between extraction and the re-supply of the subterranean
aquifers from which the water is drawn. Crops suffered and, in some
places, died. Fortunately, the worst aress are relative Ay Tew, bl here
will be no single lasting solution. Rather, there will be a mixture of go-
tutions, involving more efficient use of water, enhanesd rechirge whepe
this s feasible and, nol least, a general aid ceptance  Lhat  over-
consumplion exists and thal it must be redueed,

The main methods of reducing consumption are:

I The uge of more efficient ircigation systems

2 By growing crops which require less water

4. By regulating the amount that can be legally pumped from g
wil|

The main methods of inereasing recharge are:

L By bringing fresh water from olsewhere and using it dircetly
or storing i underground for laler use

14

& Recharge
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Lo By prevention of nnneessary waler losses by redoeing evigpo:
ration,
. By construction of reservorrs in the mountame.

4. By the construction of recharge dams on the plaing to trap
Muod waters thal might otherwize be lost Lo the sea.

Drrastic actiom being necded (o bring Ahis situalion under control, in
THRE 5 Mational Committer for the Guidonee of Waoter Usage on the
Batinal coast was et up by Royal Decree. The [5-member commitiee
15 chatred by His Majesty's Adviser for Eeonomic Planning Affaies, His
Fxcelleney Mohamed Al Zubair, The Ministey of Water Resources
IMWHR has taken onergetie action t breing well-dreilling under eontral
theoughout the Sultanate, Thig control 15 now being atrietly enforeed,
and permits From MWR are vequired before wells may be drilled, Regis
tradion of wells throughout the countey was carvied oul in 1990 and ap-
proximately LAY 00 were registered, Verilication was started in Octo-
ber 1991 covering the wilavets of Birka and Buoraem os well as the
provinee of Dholiae in the south. The national inventory of wells started
at the beginning of December 1992 an the Batinah Plan, imtially in
Lhe wilavels of Birka and Sohar. These are priovity arveas for waler re-
ponrers dassessment and management due b over-ahalraction. The ex-
isting pilot pragect teams in Balalah and Buraimi will continoe their
work as part of the nobional iventory, Work in the Intertor of Oman is
intended to start by nod- T804 10 Then, Nizwa and Thi Ultimately it is
planned to have 67 inventory teams in the Geld throughout the Sulla-
fate, Techuieal data, such as the depth of walls and the pmouant of wia-
Ler extracted Trom them g being oblained al the same time, The whale
programme is-expected o be completed over a threesyear period,

The nssessment of water resources s achieved through detaled
analvsis of the data collected by the monitoring networks and through
special field mveshgations. Assessment 1= approached maunly on a
wadl by wadi basis beconse most acecssible water resources in Oman
aree Tound i relatively shallow wadi graviels, and e vecharged mainky
fronm the absorption of wadi Dow, Re-charging aquilers is being under-
Liken Ty the eonstrocton of recharge dams i the wadis, Thus retain:
gz Mood waters which would otherwise low 1o waste in the sea or the
desert, The retained water will, it ig planned, on being progressively
released, seep into aguilers and thias recharge them.

The planning and responsibility foe the conatruetion ol recharge
dams is in the domain of the Ministry of Agriculiore and Fisheries,
The Tirsd of these dams was completed at Al Khodh near Muoseal in
L9585, Avcording Lo the master plan drawn up by the Ministey ol Agri-
enlture and Fisheries o tolal of 58 recharge dams will be constroeted
throughout the Sultanate, The subgect of recharge dams is deall with
in detail i the Chapter on Agriealbure,






- A lalaj system.

Another aspect of water contral 15 the prevention of flonding, which
is lable w oceur after heavy downpours of vain m the mounbaims, One
such Nood-prevention dam was completed al Khasab m the Musandam
a e vears ago, and Gwe were completed in the Museal aven al the end
ol 1851

The mamtenance and vepair of the falaj system s the responsibility
ol the Ministey of Agricallore and Fisheries, and considerable fondy
have been sel aside under the Fourth Five Year Plan for this purpose,
Owver the vears many aflay (pl of falag) fell inte disuse Ter a variety of
reasond, and much datn has yet to be colleeted to get an aceurate pie-
Lure of the situation, This is of particular importance for aericulture in
Lhe Interior. In the south of Oman, on the Salalah Plain where there is
infensive cultivation of the land, [here has been o rapid inereasi in the
extrachion of groundwater over the past few years. This has reproduced
the same mdicatons of stress due to o lowering waler table and an in-
erease of salinily as has oceurred on the Batinah Plain, but to a lesser
degree.

The aquifer below the Salalah Plain relies for recharge on the annu
al monsoon rains over the jebel; all the svidence that MWR has gath-
ered indicates that it is a very dynamic system characterised by rapid
Mows. This makes the area potentially suscephible to sheortage after one
ar twa vears of poorer than avernge vamfall. MWR has initinted o pilot
water well invenlory project in Salalah due to the urgency of defining
the total water demand and itg spatial distribution. In parallel with
thig, MWE ig conducting an assessment project Lo refine present esti-
mates of groundwaler availability, The vesults of the inventery and the
detailed assessment of resources will be utilised to develop o long-Lerm
steategy for the sustainable management of the water resources of the
Salalah Plain. MWR has given this a very high priority,

In the Nejd, an area north of the eoastal range in Dhofar which
stretehes northwards to the edge of the Rub Al Khali, therve are reser-
voirs of foesil water, the extent of which are vet to be established, and
mivee mse 1o artegian waler resourees. These are alveady being used for
experimental work in the enltivation of fodder and erops. These re-
gources are of conrse finite and have to be carefully conserved.

Crverall, Oman shores with all arid countries fand indesd with most
other countriesh the need (o maximise the sustainable use of its water
resources whilst, il the same time, encouraging and increasing water
conservation ot every level Achieving development and delivering a
better standard of Bving and quality of life to s people wilhin these
constraints is o challenge which Oman is addressing with conlidence
(it Both can be attained,
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A rvising population and o rapidly improving standard of living
ameng the population in general has greatly inereased the dermand fir
waler for domestic use. This demand continues Lo inerease, Before 1970
the population of the Sultanate was entirely dependent on faluj water
and water wells for domestic water supplies, These m turn were depen-
dent on a sparse and capricious rainfall. Tn times of prolonged trought,
which are not nfrequent, great difficulties were experienced, and wi-
Ler was lable to become polluted resulting in sickness.

The first organised water projeet in the Sullanate was plemented
e 170 when three governmont wells wire sunk i the al Khodh ares,
frome where a pipeline wis run to Muttes and Museal, Water for pri-
vate households was supplicd threugh distribution points. As natural
water vesources were limited. and to meet the vapidly increasing de-
mands for water for domestic purposes, a desalination plant was cone
strueted at al Ghubrah outside Moseal, which was commissinned in
1976 with & daily production capacity of 6 million gallone. A new unit
in 1982 doubled this capaeity 1o 12 million gallons daily, In 1986-87
three more desalination units were completed al ol Ghubrab hringing




< The
desalination plant
at &l Ghubrah -
the latest phase
was
commissioned in
Movember 1992,

p= Clean waler
has enabled
dramatic
improvements in
hygiene,

total production eapacity to 25,5 million gallons daily. Design i@ ander
preparation for Uit Noo 6 which s expected to commence production
in Lhe early part of 19595,

AL the same time, wells were sunk in the largest aguifers in the
Buseal aren, the number of which roge to 92 by the end of 14956, These
wells are m the Wadi Adai, al Khodh and al Seeh. In normal cirenm
shances their daily production is about 6 million gallons, butl inoan
emergeney, and over short penads, this can be vaised to 21 million gal-
lons dmily. Al present about 75% of water consumption in the Muscal
area is provided by the al Ghubrah desalination plant. while 25%

comes from ground wiler

Chitside the Muscat area more than 300 produaction wells have been
sunk in Lhe wilavets, and m 1992 there were a total of 14 desalimation
plants, Wherever possible, the Ministry is using brackish water for
blending with desalmated water to obtain aceeptable quality. Small de-
salinntion plants have beon comsteueted at o numbor of fowns o the
Interior {or treating brackish waler, Recently, for Nizwa bwo pumging
gtationg have been built, one at Tzz and the other at Firg and a pipeline
laid from Manah wellGeld to Contral Nigwa Nizwa now gols ils water
aupply from the welllields at Wadi al Abyaddh and Manah which was
developed m 1991, The D
reclorate General of Waler
supplies  the ity wilh
about 160,000 gallong &
v, In Sur a one malhon

.

pallon a day desalination
plant is expected Lo be
completed i 1993, A nel-
work of transmossion and
distribution lines Lo carry
water from the plant has
already been compleded, Al
present, Sur's demand of a
million gallons daly 1 met
by groundwater sourees, &
sty 15 corrently  heing
carcied owt to determine
whethor wells should  be
drilled  or desalination
plants mstalled ot Adam,
Jo‘alan Bant bu Hassan, al
KRamil, al Wali and the
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tsouth Central Oman) and for the distillation of sea water at Lima in
the Musandam,

Among vecently completed projeets on Magicah Island are 2 3.5 km
pipeline and improvements to the island's 250,000 gallons a day distil-
lation plant. Desalination plants at Ras al Hadd, Ruwais and Qumaila
produce a total of 77,700 gallons o day. Six desalination stations in the
Wosta region produce 100,000 gallons daily,

The Minister of Flectricity and Water, H.E. Shaikh Mohamed bin
Al al Qatabt, recently signed a contract with a consultaney fivm for
study of the water needs of Museat and nine towns countrywide for the
perigd up to the vear 20010, At present T0% of Museat, Governorate is
covered by a modern water supply, while areas nol covered are heing
served by tankers,

[n the Musandam Governorate water supply covers 95% of Lhe re-
pron, while the remainder comprising mountain areas and some cast
coast villages are being supplied by tankers by land and by sea,

Fluoridation of potable water is to be introduced, When it 18 availa-
hle, Oman will be the first country in the Gulf region to have this im-
portant additive, Aecarding ta the World Health Organisation, main-
taining the level of fluoride within proper limits ensures the dental
health of the younger sections of the community.

The expectation that, over the next four years, demand for domestic
water will increase by 6% has led to new projects which will extend the
water network to areas not at present supplied wilh piped water, One
project in the Museat area will pump aboul one million gallons of water
from Bausher and al Ansgab to blend with dezalinated water at the al
Ghubrah plant, As part of the Fourth Five Year Plan, a RO 14 million
scheme Lo reinfores the existing water supply syatem in Museat was be-
gun in 1991, The project will strengthen the prsent water supply
transmission systom fo the distribution reservoirs and increase stornge
of water at al Ghubrah desalination plant. The scheme involving the
construction of a new 12 million gallon reservoir at al Ghubrah pump-
g station and the laving of about 40 km of 1000 mm ductile iron wa
Ler pipelines, will fieed into the distribution reservoirs al ol Seeb in the
west, and Ruwi in east, and be linked to the existing transmission sys-
temi.

A new pumping station, due to be completed this vear, is planned (o
aceommodate all future expansions of the al Ghubrah desalination
plant, and will have four pumps, each with a capacity of 1,200 cubie
metres a day. The project will be ready in time to receive water from
the new unit being buill at the al Ghubrah plant, The unit, with a ca-
pacity Lo produce six million gallons a day, will reduce pressure on the
wells, which al the present time are being OvEr- P ped
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ELECTRICITY

Before 1969 there were no power stations in the Sultanate of
Cmnan, The only source of electrcity in Muscat was o gencraloy
housed within the oity walls. In that year a small power station al
Rivam, between Muscat and Muttrah, came info operation with a
productive capacity of 4.5mw. It had small diesel engines and its
power disteibution was to a limited area of Museat and Muttrah;
the total number of connections did not exceed 2,500, By the end of
1992 #5% of the country was eovered by electricity services,

n 1976 the al Ghubralh desalination and power plant wag estab
lished near Museat. The mmitial eapacity of the plant was 25.5mw of
electricity and six million gallons of desalinated zea water. At the end
of 1983 Lhe first extension of the al Ghubreah planl was completed rais-
ing the capacity to 287mw of electrivity and 11 million gallons of water
per day. In the current Five Year Plan two units will be added at the al
Ghubrah power plant, one of 30,000kw capacity and the other of
95, 000kw,

By 1978 the growing nation-wide requirement for electricity and
water was such that a Ministry of Electricity and Waler was estab-



the fiest industeial estate near Muscat, was underlaken in two phises,
the first of which was completed in 1984 with a capacity of 250mw; by
the end of the second phase capacity had been doubled to 500mw.

There were no generating stations in the wilavets outzide Muscal
before 1978, but by the following vear 22 were set up in the different
regions with a total overall capacity of 27mw. Orgnally, all these sta-
tons were dicsel-aperated, bol as production eosts of diesel units is
high, it is the poliey of the Ministry o connect Lhe small diesel HENET-
Lion stations te gas turbines and Lo interconnect these systems with the
main power stations e Musceat avea and e Widi al Jigai,

The pawer plants aval Ghubrah and Rusay] sre powered by natural
gas supplicd by pipeline from the gas Gelds o the Interiar, The T
plant in the Wadi al Jizzn s also opevated by natural gaz, and wus con-
structed 1o supply clectricity Lo the copper-refining complex in the
Wadi al JTizei and to the Sobar region. The Wadi al Jize station i Lo ae-
quire aonew wnil of 28,000 kw capacity,

The Museat area now receives its electricity supplies from the al
Ghubrah and Rusayl power stations which are interconneeted, This
nelwark supplies not only the Museat area, but has reached out to Qu
riyal, Fangs, Sumail, Rostag, Musannah, Suwaiq and Khabourah. The
supply of electrivity to rural communitics is procecding rapidly, The
Musent eleetricity system ia to be intereonnected with the Wadi al Jizzi
system which provides for all the centres of population of the north Ba-
tinah, This project is expected 1o be completed next vear.

The Manah Project is o major new enterprise which is a further im-
plementation of the Ministry's policy of improving the economies of
electricity to eonsumers by replacing the small power stalions, which
use diesel generators, by larger stations using natural gas ns fuel, The
power station will be built in the wilayet of Manah, close to the village
of Tz, and will be interconnected by high voltage power transmission
lines to the load contres in the Dhakiliva which will foed the distribu-
tion systems supplying the consumers. The site is close to the natural
gas pipeline running from the Sail Nihayda sas fields to the Muscal
ared, 5o 4 supply of fuel {s veadily available to the power station. The
cost of the project at 1991 prices was limited at RO 60 million, The
peak demand for the area to be served by the Manah power station s
expectod to be Bhmw in 1993, With this in mind, the installed vapacity
for the plant has been fixed at 120mw. Tt should be sufficient for many
years after 1993, However, there i an important difference belween
this prajeet and all the others which the Ministey of Eleeteicity and
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Water has implemented: the Manah Project is being financed by the
private sector as a Build-Chwn-Operate-Transfer (BOOT) Project. The
kev characteristic of BOOT ig that a concession i granted by the G
ernment 1o an entrepreneur to develop a resouree and sell the product
to the Government for a fixed perod of vears, after which all the assets
will be transferved Lo the purchaser (Government at no cost. 1t is the
entreprencur’s responsibility 1o obtain the linance required to bl the
facilities, ns well as degigning, procuring, constructing, operating and
mamtaining them during the concession period, The tarilt rate o
which the entreprencur will sell the eleetrieity to the Government will
be sueh a5 to enable him to pay all hig financing costs and all the oper-
ating costs during the concession period. In the case of the Manah pow-
e station the coneession period 15 20 vears,

ln the southern vegion work began on building the Salalah power
station in 1971, when three diesel units were installed with o maxi-
mum copacity of 1365w, Lonter, other units were added and new sta-
tions were boilt ot Salalah and two at Raysut, so that by the end of
1980 capacity had reached a level consistent with the massive ol
and development taking place in the southern region, Wark on mmproy-
ing electricity services was not restricted to Salalah, but also ineluded
the egustal wwns of Tagah, Mirbal and Sadah. Electrieity services
have been extended to the al Halaniyah (Kuria Muria) Islands off the
south eoast of Oman, In 1987 a power and desalination plant was built
there with a total eapacity of 640 kw of electncily.

All over the Sullanate, work continued last year in reinforeing the ex-
isting power system by upgrading the capacity of distribution { ranalorm-
ers in various arens (o meet the rapid growth of load demand and service
connection applications. Progress has also been made in connecting
smaller power stations to the national grid, thus enabling divsel-
aperated power stations to be closed und saving finance.

Unider the current Five-Year Plan the al Ghubrah Extensions Phase
i 1o he implemented by providing one diesel unit, with a capacity ul G
million gallona of desalinated water per day, while a steam Lurbine of
40.000 KVA 15 under study. I8 planned that this project is Lo be com-
pleted in 1995-96. The implementation of the Manah Project will eni-
ble diesel operated power stations in the Dhakiliya region to be tlosed
o
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The Minmstry of Social Affairs and Labour was one of the first Min-
igtries established in the early 1970s following the necession of His Ma-
Jesty Sultan Qaboos. In the early stages, its aclivities were circum-
seribed by lack of communications in every form. However, as good
roads, telephane and radio spread their networks throughout the Sulta-
nate, first in the constal bell and then into the [nterior, the Social Ser-
vices expinded al an ever-inereasing pace so that now the Sultanate
possesses o social welfare system seeond to none, better indesd than
many in limger-developed countres,

A system of social welfare has traditionally existed i Omani sociely
over the centuries, as the payment of zakat is ane of the pillars of 4ham
tanbkat 15 deseribed more fully in the chapter on Justice, Awaf and s
lamic Affairs). However, this was clearly imadequate for a modern de-
veloping society, and social security has now been extended so that it
provides protection for every Omani citizen who falls upon bad times,

The Ministry provides sovial wellare and development for individu-
als and families, A highly modern approach is applied through o wide
range of channels, The most important of Lhese are social security, wel-
fare relief, special eases, livelihood projects, social studies and re
search, charitable clubs and associations, In addition there are the Na
tional Local Community Development Programme, Mother and Child
Wellure, Omam Women's Associations, and Women's Training Cenlres,
There are also other sovial welfare and development services,

Social security has been expanded so that it now covers all ¢itizens
i need with ils protective umbrella, The Social Security Law entitles
every national twhose eligibility hag been estahlished by social investi
gationd the right to a social secority allowanes, Those covered by the
law include families that have become impoverished as a vesult of inea-
pacity, loss of breadwinner or insuflicient income, and include the old,
arphans, widows, divorcees, those shandoned by the breadwinner and
families of prisoners. By a Royal Decree issued in 1984, new vilegories
were added to the original list, These include unmarried girls, and
women who have no means of support. To mark the 20th National [ay
1990, directives were issued increasing monthly social securily al-
lowances to RO 30 per person per manth, rising 1o a maximum of B
80 per tamily. These directives were later codified in law in 1991,

The Ministry established the Special Wellape Department in 1980
to provide the phyzsically and mentally disahled with the apportunity to
enjny o decent standard of living and earn an income within the com-
munity. The Centre for the Care and Rehabilitation of the Disabled
wis sel up in Al-Khadh in 1987 and furnished with the latest educa-
tional and technical equipment to provide services for the disabled in
all regions of the Sultanate and enable them to recover their polential
and return to their old oecupations or take up suitable jobs. The dis-
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ibled trainees graduate from the Centree after they have been trained

in skills such us typing, earpentry, domestic seience and tailoring, The

Ministey hmses with the competent governmenl and other agencies
and orgamsations to Gnd employment for the disabled in the public
and private sectors. It is anticipated that new crafls and skills will be
added Lo the curricnlum and that troimee numbers will e ey pranded
during 1993, particularly among those categories that ure not current
Iy receiving Lraining,

Flovibility i g necessary element in all soeal work, and socal as-

dstance 15 one example of this. Henee thie Ministry 18 ready Lo assist
familioe whose circumstanees require that they should receive help in
thie form of immediate cash payments, Such cireumstances arise when
extreme climatie eonithitions 10 some areas af the =ultanate result i
natural dizasters. There are also 'unnatural disasters” such as fives, As
sistance payments i such digtresging situations provide rehef fo Lhe
victimas, as '.1".-” AL |_'|:||r|||r'||:-.;|1 1n |II|I' {heir III:I||.'r'I.|| logaes

As part of its plan to pool available resources and develop Lhe o
el communities, the Ministry encoursges citizens to become self:
eulMicient and sell-reliant, and avoud over-dependence on others. The
goal here is Lo improve Fimilies” living standards, incomes and cir
eumstances and transform them into productive units, The Ministry

endeavonrs Lo achieve this through ite livelihood projects, which



eondisl mainly o small business ventures like kiosks, atalle and
small shops. These projects enable people to generate their own in.
comes and veduee their dependence on stale assistance,

Sound social planning and the elimination of soeinl ills can only he
achieved through proper theoretical studies and practical sxperience in
the field. The Ministey has carvied oul a number of studies ol tepative
aowial phensmena’ with the aim of discovering their causes and finding
ways of avereoming them. Studies inelude a survey of public opimon on
currently prevailing dowry levels, a study of social and environmental
motivations and their effect on the Oman farmer and agriculiural de-
velopment, and a number of field studies on various social and develop
ment related isees

The Ministry is o strong supporter of the ides of viluntary social
work, and encourages 1L whenover possibli, sinee 11 makes a far wider
range of social services ovailable to mombers of the community, A Mini

sterial Decision was isaged in 1990 e (he purpede of regulating the a

tivilties of churitable assecialions. and providing membors of Lhe com
munity with Lhe opportunily of puttarye thei -.'|1||1=il.||'_'. efforts to Lhe
st posaible use. This macked Ch beginning of the eetaldishment of a

number of charibable ggso 1atins
The loeal community development sector is the Ministrv's main i

dhrument dor social progreds and combines individual and sovernmen

ALE

handicapped are
encouraged o
play a full part In
the life of the

comimunity,



tal efforts i the various social fields, with the aim of ereating opportu-
nities for o betler life, and throngh its range of programmes the Minis-
try has seoved many successes. The most important achievement n
thig connection 15 the Loeal Community Development Frogramme,
which has brought progress to the Omani eitizen in every area of s
life, Figures published last vear show that its services have reached
358 villages covered by the programme and 124 villages outside the
seape ol the programme

Last year six rural development eentres were opened in the wilay-
oty ol Nizwa, ol Awabi, al Qahil, Thr, Waddi Bani Bhalid and Rostag,
as well as three centres in Shahb As'eeh, Tawi A'teer and Jawfa Sadah
in the Governorate of Dhofar, The main funetion of these contres is to
mprove the soeial and economic conditiong of the rural cemmunitics
and raise Lheir levels of eultural awareness,

The National Loeal Community Development Programme began in
1986, A major element in ils success is the fact that it 18 responsible for
co-ordinating and expanding the gervices provided by the Ministries in
rural development, Tta main role i in the social spherve, where 1t endea-
voure Lo gain the confidence of the rural eommunities and channil
their aetivities towards implementing and financing projeets through
Lheir own efforts and contributions, in cooperation with the competent
aovernment departments, In 1992 56 social development projects were
implemented under the programme al a total cost of RO TAT.000, al
which non-government contributions totalled RO 120,000,

The medip-vultural element - the second element in the Programme
~ has the role of providing the public with information and adviee, This
ineludes courses, leetures and field visits and the use of the media to
raise levels of social, eultural, health and economic awareness in the
areas covered by the Programme, The health education part of the Pro-
gramme, which educates the public o make vge of the Mimstry of
Health's services, is implemented by development teams assisted by
health workers from the Ministry of Health, As far as prevenlive
health is eoncerned, in 1992 61 wells were disinfected and there were
more than 10,000 mother and child counselling vigits, Treatment and
first aid were provided for over 16,000 patients, whilst 39 patients
were relerred to hospital,

Fducation is also an important part of the Programme, which oper-
ates literaey and adult edueation classes i conperation with the Minis-
try of Bducation. Individual members of the public play a pivotal rele
in this, nnd help in providing premises and transport tor teachers and
atudents. In addition, development workers tmale and female) visit i
dividuals and groups to encourage them to take advantage of the edu-
cational opportunities available to them,

Libraries and Holy Koran gehools have been established 1o pravide
students with opportunities for sellstudy. A number of vural develop-
ment libraries have been sel up and stocked with boeks on cultural, so-
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cial, religious and health subjects to enable the reader to satisfy his & Children enjoy
own particular inlerests, There are aleo mobile libraries supervised by learning and
staff ol both sexes, which tour the villages and rural areas, According  playing at the
to the 1992 figures there are 41 libraries, of which most are of the mo Ch”dr‘?“'?
bile variety, which have been used by over 16,000 members of the pube Museum in
lie, The Programme also supervises the Holy Koran schools, which it Muscat.
sel up i conjunction with the development teams, members of {he prih-
licand the Mimstry of Justive, Awqgaf and Islamic Affairs,

The Ministry also works in cooperation with the Miniatry of Agricul
ture and Fisheries in setting up demonstration fields and plots, aperat-
g pesl cantrol programmes and providing veterinary and other agri-
cultural services, In 1992 nine wells were dug, eight afla) repaired and
48 demonstration plots were established, as well as the provision of
pest contral programmes and veterinary services, Other services in
cluded seed and fertiliser distribution, and a number of sther usefu] ac-
tivilies,

Omani women are alveady playing a vital role in the professions,
government, and commerce, i addition to their traditional anes within
the family

The main aim of the rural women's development part of Lhe Pro-
gramme s to liberate women in the rural areas from negative praclices
and customs that are damaging to health and social well hiing, An
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olher sagential aim s Lo elimingte Temale iliteracy, encourage women

to join adult education elagses and teach women good houselkesping, [n
L 84 raral women's development eentres, and 454 women were on

gaged inomaking elolhes

Women and Children

Wieimnen and ehildven form one of the Mimatey of Secial Affairs and
Labiour™s most important eesponsibilities amd ik departments have i
stitubed o wide range of social and edvucalional activities and  pro-
prammes Weomeet Lheir needs and ceeate a healthy new generation Lo
carry the nutional process forward, Mothers and childven took on o
new tmportance when planners recognised that they Torm one of the
basie elements of development, simee the ehaldren of today are the men
and women of tomorrow, Henee it was vilal to identify the needs ol
these fwo sectors (women and  childrent to enable them 1o mako
progress in ther health, and social and cultoral lives, Carelul, well
thought-out planning was required in order to achieve this

Several women's and chaldren's welfare soenl centres have been sel
ap an different parts of the Soltanate to operale wellive programmes
lor Omani women, raise Lheir social, economic and cultural lovels, and,
by teaching them the skills needed to imprave their standavd of living,
involve them in the ecountry's social development programmes. A



tnd, Jocalan Bani Bo Hazan, Bas ol Hadd, Qureival and Sohar, These
cenbres tram wormen in needlework, embrordery, and home sconomics,
as well as in traditional local erafts to improve their skills snd protect
this particular heribage Trom extinetion, Marketing facilities are provid-
vil for these products by the centre, The centres also organise leclures,
courdes and literacy elasses, and pay home visits to the families con-
verned,

The priority given to child care through the Ministey's Children's
Department reflects the fact that children are one of the most o
tant sectors of the community. In furtherance of its shjeetive of provid-
g children with happy and fruitful lives, the Department organises
vigits Lo ensure comphianee with the Ministerial Decision regulating
day nurseries. There were 16 such nurseries in 1992,

The Ministry has established Omani Wamen's Associations in vari-
ous parts of the Sultanate w give voluntary work o more prominent
role. The first Omani Women's Association was established in Museal
n 1L and played a pioneening part in women's voluntary work in the
vegion. In suceeeding years Associations were established in Salalah. al
Buraimi, Sohar, Sur, Tagah and Mirhat, More recently they have been
established in al Khaboursh, thea and Ihri, Saham, Nizwa and al Mud
hiibi. In 1992 there were thirteen such sssociations in the Sultanate.

Un a hghter note, Oman women staged an intermational elagg fash-
on show, based on traditional dresses Tom all parts of the Sultanate,
m May this year. The show was attended by lushion experts and jour
nalists Tvom many parts of the world,

Lahour Sector

The Labour Sector of the Ministry 18 responsible for the national
work-lorce employed in private sector enterprises and CHNPATIeE a8
well as Toreign imported labour, This 1s 0 very important part of the
Mimstry's work, particularty in view of the growing demand e man-
power and the consequent need for increased effiets to protect hat
manpower both legully and socially. The Ministey approaches the task
through a number of channels, The main ones are:- loeal reeruitment,
work permits, teaining subsidies, labour inspection, erployves welfaro,
stutisties, computers, oeeupational henlth and salety, and external li
bowr el alings

The Miniatry’s policy is o inerease the reeraitment of local labour
lor private seclor companies and enterprises, hecause it 15 committed Lo
the prineiple of replacing foreisn manpower and supporting Omanisa
thon, Dmamsation 14 making steady propress, and all possihle steps are
being taken to ensure that rewarding job pportunilies are available
for every Chmam who s willing and able ta work. Tho Minsi ry's firares
medieate o symificant merense 10 the Omanisation of the private sector
during 1992, Buceesses along the road to Omanisalion are a result, of
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constant government moral and material support lor the achievement
ol this goal. By far the most important example of this was The an-
nowneement by the Supreene Committee for Voeational Training and
Labour to the effect that private seetor omplovers would receive gub-
stantial compensation T salaries and allewanees paid Go cmployees
and those taken on from Chetober THST e a period af up Lo three vears,

The greal advancis achieved by the countey sinee the aceession of
His Mujesty Sultan GQaboos erealed an argent need foe froported labour
from Arab and other countries, in order 1o enable the goals of the e
velopment Plans to be mel, since the available national manpower was
wsuflicient to cover all the conntry's needs, To this siaaton i became
the Ministry's function to reconetle the manpower reguirements of the
Development P'lans with locally available Iabour, and to supervise the
inportation of foreign workers needed 1o brdge the gap.

In ensdring Lhat bhoth employers and employess comply with the
provisions of the Omani Labour Law and Ministerial Decisions imple-
menting it, the Minstry endegvours to ensure that the law serves the
interests of both sides. Aceording 1o 1992 figures, aver 14000 establizh-
mients were inspected thatl vear.

To guarantee stable emplover-employee labour relutions under the
provisions of the Omam Labour Law, the Ministry's Labour Welfare
Services work to resolve problems that maght disrupt production in pri
vile sector enterprises and compames. In doing so, these Services en-
deavour Lo nehieve a balanee belween the twe sides. In this connection
2,928 elaims were filed i 1982, The mest important of these mvolved
appeals guainst dismisszal, termination of serviee or cancellation of con-
Lract betwesn employer and emplovee

Computerisation wig inlroduced in P in order to aehieve minxi
i speed, aceorney mond Mexibility i dealing with the public's busi-
ness. The Ministey computer ovganisation has 2 fondamental role i
eolleeting and colloting data about the mevement ol natwonal and Toe-
gien labonr in the prividle sector, b produce quarterly and half-yeardy
reporls an the siee of the workloree in that sector, and to produce sta-
Listics on o monthly basis for the Ministry of Financo and Feonomy s
Resenrch Department and the Development Counel’s Manpower statis-
Lies Department.

The protection of the workforee from oceupational hazards 15 one of
Lhe Mimistey's main responsibilities. Through s ocoupational salety
and health vepulations the Ministey encourages emplovers to provide
medieal core and appropriate healthy housing with all modern conven-
ieneed, and o ensure thal the work envivonment containg nething that
ig likely Lo cause oceupationa] disenses or accidents, The Ministry
keeps abreast ol all industrial and other developments taking place in
the conntey, ane throneh s feequent inspection compaizns, o ensures
that the highest standards of aecopational safety and health are main-
Lained



Anamaginative plun Lo raise the standard of living and provide job
opportunities has been pul into operation en the Jebel Akhdar, or
Green Mountain, a high mountain plateau about 7,000 ft above sea lov
el, in the Hajar mountain vange, which provides an example of the -
pressive social development Lhat is taking place in the Sultanate, Until
recent years the Green Mountain was inaccessible except by averaft or
om fool, [ hag o cooler climate than the remainder of the conntry -~ in
winter at night the temperature can fall to freezing point, Temperate
climate fruits and vegetables are grown on its slopes.

The development plan will cost RO 36 million and will he complet-
ed by the year 2000, The main feature is the building of & road from
Birkat Al Mawz, at the foot of the Hajar vange, to Saig, the main cenlre
of population on the plateaw, This will provide an essential means of
communication with the remainder of the country. Wark on the con-
struction of this road is due to start this yvear. There will be o network
of internal roads on the platesu linking the surrdunding regions,

The plan provides for an electricity service, the expansion of the pri.
mary and intermediate schonls in Saig, and the opening of a hostel fur
girls in Sath Qatna (primary, intermedinte and secondary), with a pri
mary school in Ghielail, The plan alse includes a study for o modern i
rigation scheme for numerous villages and protection walls for the
farms against erosion, There will be subsidies for small farms, the os-
tablishment of a veterinary elinie, a project to develop 1 rose-water in-
dustry, and assistance for the inhabitants in markeling their products,

The plan ineludes exploration for minerals, and studies for the in-
Leeduction of handierafts, Forts and lowers in the area will be riaslored,
and tourizt facilities oulside the villages will be built, In order not Lo
harm the environment and the social life of the communities, the re-
gion will not e opened to general tourism, bul will have a pradunl
opening for internal tarism.

A hospital will be built al Saih Qatna and there will be a maobile
clinic to serve the villages in the area. Plots will be distributed for
building houses with all service facilities, and the mhabitants will be
olfered easy loans without interest. Markets and o aporte elb will b
vonstructed, as well as mosgues.

Police stations will be huilt for the Royal Oman Police in Saiyg and
Saih Qatna. The plan ineludes offices for the Ministries of Regional
Municipalities and Environmenl, Agriculture and Fisheries and Water
Resourees,

A number of wells will be sunk Lo inereass the Now of the allay,
which will be maintained along with the launch of 27 water supply
sehemies
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COMMUNICATIONS

Good communications by land, sea wud air, were o key element m
developing the basic infrastrueture of the Sultanate of Oman, Until
1970, all three were almosl entively lacking. The only paved road in the
countey was 4 streteh conneeting the eapital, Museat, via Muttrah,
with the aiefield ot Bait Al Falay, a distanee of less than 10 kilometres
Otherwise, apart from a graded vond along the Batinah Coast to Sohar,
maintained by the Government, and another Lo Pahud o the Interor,
maintained by PDO, the oil company, there were only tracks. There
was no porl, where ships could beeth alongside, Cargo and passenger
ships had to anchor off Multrah, where eargoes were offloaded into
lighters to be ferried ashore, and again oMoeaded across the beach. The
anly airfield in the country was nt Bait Al Falaj, used hoth by civilian
aned military saveralt, Suerounded by high halls, Tandings eould be hae-
ardous in bod weather

Necessanily, the construction of a good system of paved roads
throughout a country the size of Oman, has taken some years, [t was
not only a question of distances, bul also of natural obstacles o the
form of mountain ranges that have had to be overcome, Priority had e
e gwiven b the constal steip of northern Oman, the moest thickly pepu-
lated region of the country. [t was only later that road construction to
the Intevior and other regions of the Sultanate could be undertaken, Tt
wig i very considerable achievernent that, by 1986, a period of inly 16
years fram when road construction wag starled, & network of paved
reads connecting all the main cenlres of population throughoul the
epuntry had been completed, 1t s now possible Lo teavel by air-
conditioned conch from Museal in the north to Salalah in the south,
along a paved road with petrol-lilling stations and a motel at Haima
along the route, The road system also connects with that of neyghbouy-
ing states so that it is now possible to travel by airconditioned coach to
Dubai in the LTAE,

Ini the second half of the 19805, some spectacular road constroction
was aehieved in the mountanous regions of the eountry, connecting
isplated communitics with the main centres of population and making
them aceessible to the benelits of madern development. These ineluded
roads through the vugged and precipilous mountains of the Musandum
peninsula at the northern trip of the Sultanate, and to the top of the
debel Akhdar platean, virtually inaeeessible until then except by air
Most recently, an impressive paved road has been completed in the
south, linkimg Salulah will Sarfait near the border with the Yemen Re-
public, I zigzaps up from the coastal plam o e summil ol the Qéamear
range of mountains and along the top to the border,

During last year, a further 238km of new roads were completed,
Thig ineluded the dualisation of the Salalab-Haysul rond along fhe
eaast in Dhofiar: Foture road construction during the Fourth Five-Year
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Plan includes the frat stage of the rehabilitation of the Nizwa-

Thumeait vaad, the rehabilitation of the old Batinah Hhghway and D

Dank road, the dualisation of the Rusayl-Nizwa road, the Khasab
coastal road in the Musandam, the first stage of the road from Birkat
Al Mawsz al the oot of the Jebal Akhdar to Smqg on the Jebel Akhdar
plateau, as well as 142km of internal roads,

The gtate-owned Oman National Transport Company (ONTC) runs
a Neet of more than 240 buses and eoaches, which serve the Capilal
area and the other main wwng. The company also operates six qir-
conditioned luxitry conches, fitted with long-distance fuel tanks, telev-
sion and Loilet Tacilities. The Company has presented its own develop-
ment plans Lo the Ministry of Commumeations to run paralle] with the
Sultanute's Fourth Fivi-Year-Plan. The proposals melude detailed rec
simmendations for expangon of the public bus service network. as wel |
as the replacement of older buses by new, more comfortable and relia
bl modern vehicles. The plans alse imclude the re-development of the
Azaiba headquarters to improve techmenl and admimetrative support
for the company s expanding operations. The aim s to link Museat with
all vegional centres and most key towns at least onee daily, and 1o -
vroduee new voules when further major roads are construeted,

Seaports

It is o reflection of the large-seale development that has taken place
in the Sultanate of Oman over the last 203 years;, thal the selection of
Fhis site of o new port 12 now under active consideration. 1t has been ac-
gepted that the vequirement exists, and that its lpeation will be in
novthern Oman at a suitable site between Sohar and Sur, 1t has also
been agreed that the actual eonstruction of the port is not ervigiged i
thie current Frve-Year Plan 01991-961, bul will be ineluded in Uhe nex
Plan. However, it 15 expeeted that fenders will be issued for detailed
studies and design vonsultancy work within the current Flan

b 1970, 1t was appreciated that the construction of o modern sei-
port. will deepwater berths was an urgent necessity, anel it wag there-
fore given priovity i development plans. It was a considerable achieyve-
ment thal Mina Qaboeos at Muttrah was completed n 1974, geared o
handle two millisn tonnes of eargo annaelly,

The ever-inereasing volume of imports and exports in suceeeding
venrs has entailed continual expansion with additiomal Facilities souch
as the conatraction of @ container terminal, o crn warehouses, o
neering workshops, and deepwater wharfage. At presenl, Minag Gl
has Lhirteen berths, of which mine are deepwater, and foue are shallow
water berths, 1L has a transit shed area of 27,000 sg metres and an
apen storage area of 150 sq metres, The container ferminal has an aren
of 4.7 heetares with storage capacity for 2,700 TEL laded/emply con
painers. A Neet of six togs, fitted with the mast medeen equipment,
serves the pert, The port 15 equipped with 2 & 25 tonne gantry erines
and thirteen other eranes of varving eapacities for handling contamers
and ether cargo.



To eope with the growing cargo Leaffie, particalarly containers, a de-
ciston has been tuken to develop Mina Qaboos (o the CPLETITN P e
mentan the following areas:.

ta) Mo maritime eivil works:

thi Dredging of the access channel;

te) Buildings and other infrastructures:

i Procurement of equipment .

The work on main maritime civil works has already commenced and
19 expected to be completed by Mareh next year, The main CONMPHINETL S
of this projeet comprise the following development works which are al-
resaddy i hand:-

(1 Conversion of the existing borths with sufficient depths into
container berths, These berths will be provided with two quayside hin-
dling gantey eramnes of 40 tonnes capacity;

(21 doning of the availuble area and re-allocation of the availahle

space by dismantling/re-crecting sheds, container freight, station, ter-
minal offices and other butldings, ineluding cold alovage buildings,

(31 The channel and harbour basin will be dredged 1o a depth of
18 metres. Dredging work will continue simultaneously with the main
development project;

4} Reclamation and development of Shutaify Bay adjacent o
Mina Qabons. As a result of this veclamation, about 15 heetaros ol slior-
age area for contamers will be ereated:
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Wen quaryside container handhing oantry eranes
has alveady been signed, as well as 1he contraet
for the procurement of § rubiber-tyred container
handling mantey eranes. This eepuiprienl will be
nperational by next venr;

61 A modern mamtenance workshop is Lo
be constructed, inaddition Lo oller butldings,
and Lhe computer svstom s to be modernised
o eope with the new Port's development.

Mina Raysut, in the seuth of Oman, serves
Salalah and the Governorate of Dhofar. The
Minigtry of Communications is currently pon-
ductmg o comprehensive port development
plan study including a ‘Master Plan’ for Ming
Raysul. The study will produece pecommendi
tions for development oplions for phased imple-
mentation up to the year 2015, Ministry plans
for makngs the port atteactive for shipping
lines may include re-structuring the tariffe. the
installation of modern equipment. round-the-
clock: operation, and the reduction of wailing
time tooa minmm. The prineipal town in (he
Musandam, Khasab, has a small port with two berths, with a water & Oman's
depth alongside of only 3.5 metres. There is a fulure necd T inerens-  long-distance
my the number of these berths and the water depth. The Ministry i coaches have

warking on a development plan for the period until the vear 20H1), International
telephone

lacilities.

Airports

The construction of a new international arport was ligh on the lisl
of priarities in the development plans for the Sultanite, A site was cho-
sen ofi the Batinah Plain near the town Seeb. 17 kin lrom Museal. 1t
wits completed with commendable speed and was inaueurated in De-
cember 1973, Sinee that time, the airpord has undergone a series of
removittions and improvements. The Directornte-General of Civil Avia-
bion and Meteorology has prepared new plans for further extengions Lo
the airporl s terminal avea and for pros iding more favilities for (he in
creasing number of travelleys

The Sultanale now has four civil anrports; ot Seeh, Salalah, Sor
and Dhaba in the Musandam. Seeb and Salalah can hanile all Ly e al
atrerafl, while Suy and Dhaba are apen for hght aivevadl only

sech International Airport receives and dispatehes more than 20
weekly scheduled Nights by international airlines. and ovier 30 non.
scheduled flights. Aireraft passenger and curgo movements hove shown
rapid increases since 1990, Since then, several bilatersl pgreemimis
have been reached with the avil aviation authorities of alher conntrieg
which will vesult in a further increase in the number al indernalional
airlines using the airport, Until now, the oarport has bpen able e ae-

[ 1!
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A Oman Air has commuodate the parking of 12 wide-bodied aireraft. However, due Lo A TE
recently eontinual inercase of mreraft movements, six more parking pogitions
commenced for these aireralt have been under construetion, and are due to be com-
regular services pleted by next year, These aprons will cater for cavgo as well as passen-
to Dubal. ser operations. Work 15 also under way on ve-surfacing the azphalt

runways and laxi-ways, and the re-sealing of conerete apron hiard-
atanding areas,

A S-phase project for doubling the size of the atreraft parking area
sothal 11 can accommodate six aiveraft, matead of three, s 0 progress
The Fourth Five-Year Plan includes the extension of the astnp by
595 metres so that its total length will be 8330 melres, Studies are be-
ing earried oul Lo replace the primary and sccondary vadar systems at
Sulalah areport, in addition to providing the sieport’s runway number
25 with an Instrument Landing System.

Chmaen Aviation Services (OAS ), an Omani joint stock company, was
sutablished by Roval Deeree in 1951 to operate domestic airling servie-
e and charter aiverall, and Lo provide other aivline-related services on
i 20evear franchise. This includes airerall, pagsenger ferviees and cur
ao handling, eatering, and other facilities. By this year, well over hall
the company s employess are Omani nationals, OAS now has Owmam
pilote and second officers and its own progromme for tramimng pilists
and enpineers, Oman his @ 26% share with the UAE, Qatar and Bah-
rain in the interpational airling, Gull Aiv, which operales services
Western Burope, the Gulf, the Indian sub-eontinent, Africa, the Far
Eagt, and the United Btates of America
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TELECOMMUNICATIONS

The latest advance introduced by the Ministry of Posts, Telegraphs
and Telephones, was the inauguration of 'Veice Mail PAEINY Service as
part of the National Day eelebrations last year, The Minister of Posts,
Telegraphs and Telephones, H.E, Ahmed bin Suwaidan Al Balushi,
auid that the Sultanate was the first Midd]e Fast country, and only the
second in Asia to have Vaice Mail

The first, post office in the Sultanale was opened in Museat in 1856,
and, until 1947, Indian postage stamps were used for the sake of con-
vemience, After Indian independence in that year, the British General

Post Offies wis given the responsibility for postal agencies in the Gull

region, and over-printed British stamps were used. The first O
postiie stamps were lssued in 1966 when the Government tool sver
the postal services, However, in spite of the fact that the Sultanate hay
a postal lustory of almost 150 years, in 1970 (here was still anly ane
post effice in existence, which was in Museat, Outside Muscal, the eim-
veyance of letlers wag entirely dependent on the goodwill of travellers
After 1970, new post offices incorporating the latest technienl proee:
dures bagan to be established in several areas of the Sultanate, so that
by the end of 1992 there were 71 main and branch post ofTices, and

B The public
telephone system
covers most of
the Sultanate.

¥ The Sultanate’s
telephone cards
are popular with
collectors,
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Posts, Telegraphs
and Telephones —
Musecat.

o GTO Cuslomer
Services desk.

araund 40 postal distribution agencies throughout the Sultanate. Sev-
eral new post offices were opened List year, among them two in the Mu-
sandam Governorate at Mad'ha and Bukha. By the end of the curvent
Five-Year Plan in 1996, a further 34 post offices will be built and fune
tioning. Mobile post offices, which were originally allocated to heavily
populated areas, have now been replaced by permanent pos! il Tiees
There has been o vast increase in the turnover of letters and pareels i
U lagt 28 years. In 1971, there was a total of seven and a half millian
incoming and oulgoing letters. By 1992, the total had reached 50 mil-
liom iterns, This volume is expected to increase by 3% o 5% annually
due o the rse in the population, & comparable merease is reflected in
Lhe number of pareels. & feet of vehicles now moves pust rapnilly e
tween Museal and the provinces. EMS, the Express Mail Service,
manned by specially trained staff for fast and reliable postal handling,
was introduced in 1985, At first lmited to the Museat aveq, it has been
extended to all the main centres of population,

The Ministey hags established diveel mail despateh linke with wore
than 37 countries. This iz in addition to these Oman has with almost
every country through the exchange offices. There are now more thian
A LO00 privile post boxes i the country. A home delivery serviee iy be-
g planned For implementition soon, largely depending upon the com
pletion of the naming of streets and roads. Delivery of mail to the more
remote rerions, such as the Musandam and the offshore islands, 15 car-
vied oul by the doamestie airhne. Mail for the Al Halaniya (Kuria Mu
rint islands is delivered vin the central post office in Salalah

A postal training centre has been sel up in Muscat, where 160 Uma
s have already been trained, Others are sent abroad far apecialised
courses, It s expected that 95% Chmamsation will be achieved nexl
Ve,

Telecommunications

The Creneral Telecommunieations Chrganization 1GTO vatalilishid
i 1980 as a fullv-owned Government entity, is now sell-finunced. GTO
15 responsible for the mfrastrocture of the Lelocommunications network
and the extenston of 2 modern Lelephone servier network througehont
the Sultanale,

During 198445, a new Telecommunications Centre was construcl-
ol ut Bait Al Fala) near Muscat, and twelve digital exchinges were
sommisaioned in the Muscat area, GTO s equipped capacity rose from
A0 Tines in 1970, to 179,180 lines by the end of last year. The totul
aumber ol working lines veached 129560 by the end of the wiear, In
(997, three digital exchanges were commissioned e Salalah, increas
ing capacity m Dholar b nearly 15,000 Subgequently, expansion has
continued wilh projects covering the Interior reentred on Nizwa, Thra,



Batmah coastul vegion

GTO miroduced the mobile telephane service in the Sultanate in
1985, with an exchange cipacity of 5,000 lines (eapahle of expansion | so
ad o allow for & luture inerease in the demand for this serviee, Th
number of subseribers totalled 4,721 at the end of 1992, compored with
T a0 1986, To extend the range of this service, GTO regularly pro-
vides additional Radio Base Stations o the mabile system, The future
plan 15 o expand the capacity of transmission stations for the furller
unprovement of the performance of 1his sorviee,

A feagibility study will soon be carried out for the introduction of
global mobile system (GMS) into the Sultanate. The future trend is L
have mobile subseriber handsets whieh are linked internationally,

In line with the expansion of the conventional telephone network
throughoul the country, GTO introduced public pavphones e 1980, 1o
make the telephone service available over a vast area of the country,
even where the conventional service was not immedhately availabile
GTO started initially with coin piyphones and subsequently, in 1986,
card payphones were installed in different parts of the Sultanale. Hy
the end of last December, the number of installed pavphones reach
L90%, of which 214 are coin-operated, und 1,691 are card operated pay-
phones, Card operated payphones are more popular, sinee they make
accounting easter and more conveniont to (he public. B addition, G0
15 also engaged in the phaszed installation of mare telephone booths
throughout the country, This is expected to bie completed by the end of
the year 199%carly '94. A plan has alveady been prepared for the in-
stallation of 3,500 additional public payphones, to be distributed
throughout the Sullanate, in order 1o meet inereasimg demand,

GTO provides telex, telegraph and data services domestically and
internationally. The capacity of the telex exchange reached 3,052 lines
last year, compared to only 14 lines in 1970, Telegraph services were
alzo made available all over the Sullanate, whereas, befire, the service
wad only available in Museat, The facsimile service is ninw widespread
all over the country and is provided by GTO whenever a demand aris-
¢4, GTO has now established, in ity offices thraughout the country, i
faesimile service available to the public,

The public van make their international telephone calls by direet
dialling via their ordinary or mobile telephones, and through publie
payphones or with the assistance of (TO aperatars. GT0 has estab-
lisched numerous earth stations for satellito communeation. Cne of
these is a stundard A’ station working with Intelsal over the Indiun
Ocean at Al Amirat Satellite Communication Complex. This atation
provides international direct links with countries outside the Arab
world, The Sultanale was among the first countries Lo complete its
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earth station, operating through Arvabsat in 1955, With Lhe inaugra-
tion of this station, G770 diverted s teallic (o Arab eountries via
Avabsat instead of Intelsal. The Arabsat gystem ig also utilised locally
in a Domestic Satellite Commumeations Network (DOMSATI, DOM.
SAT is a national satellite communication nebwork which serves o
support the terrestrinl and national network and to connect the var-
ous regions and areas in the Sultanate with TV and telecommunieation
Hprvicey,

A new digital earth station is soon t be completed at Thn and will
operate via Intelsat Atlantic Ceean Region (AORD ta enable direct links
Lo North and South Amerien withoul the need for fransil aceess,

With the completion of this station, the Sultanate will have an aidi-
Honal international outlet with the outside world, in addition to the Al
Amirat Satellite Complex and the terrestrial hnks between Oman and
the LTAE,

By December 1892, the total number of international eweuits oper-
ating via Al-Amerat Satellite Complex reached 427, of which 206 cir-
cuite are operating with Intelsat Indian Ocean Region (IORE and 121
vin Arabzat. The avulable capacity on the international exchange 15
1000 iveuits, of which 519 are currently in use, making it possible to
dial direetly to most countries of the world.

GTO introduced the paging system in the Sultanate at the end of
1981, The system eontral terminal was equipped to sceommodate

1 subseribers,  The

ik syatem has mel with great

o e demand by the publie, con-

i 7 ©ogequently GTO b8 inereps:
ing the eontral  terminal
capacity Lo accommodate
20,000 subseribers, along
with the expangion ol the
radio  transmisson,  with
the aim of improving the
eovirage ol this  service
Lhroughout the Sultanate,
GTO has completed  the
necessary preparations o
pxdend the service Lo cover
many wilayats and villag-

(=

A contract  has been
signed recently for the ex-
pansion of voice mail ser-
viee, A new independent
system 18 under installa-
lion  w  accommodate



Bast ‘and will be available t anvone who wishes to make use of this
serviee, and not restricled to paging subseribers only, as is the case af
presenl.

GTO continuously undertakes studies to review tariffs for different
services with the object of offering compelitive prices to the public and
to reduce tarill charges wherever possible in cormplianes with thie diree-
tives of His Majesty the Sultan, Aceordingly. the tariffs for internation-
al telephone ealls were reduced by 25% (o 44% effectively from Novem-
ber 1991, GTO has also reduced its charges for mobile telephone
equipment and paging instruments’ cosle which resulted in Hreater gx.
pansion of these services.

A number of steps have been Laken 1o achieve cooperation and inte-
gration i the field of leleecommunications within the GCC conntries,
which has already resulted in the standardisation of farifls Tor some
telecommunication serviees

The Sultanate has participated actively at International level in the
field of telecommunications, through its selive membership in the ae
tivities of the International Telecommunication Unicn (T and the
International Telecommunication Satellite Organization (INTELSAT)
and International Maritime Satellite Chrganisation (INMARSAT,

The public are now able Lo install TV dishes 1o receive internal HGET!
prigrammes divect from satellites.

In compliance with His Majesty's directives regarding the develop
ment of the national manpswer, GTO s undertaking the training of
Umani nationals within the Sullanate and abroad in different speciali-
sutiong for the purpose of creating o highly qualified and experienced
cadre, A traming eentre has been established (o qualily Chman seaff in
up-to-date telecommunications systems with the latest teehnalogies
Liood results have heen achieved in the Omanisation ol stall, which has
reached more than 80% of the tolal workforee

Future projects inelude the extension of telephione servicos, the pe-
placement of the Al Amirat Standard (A1 Farth Station, and the eon
stroction of a new earth station on the Al Halaniva Islands, inereasing
the number of public piryphones; and the expansion and upgrading of
the Microwave link between Khatmal Milaha and Khosab in the Mu
sandam,

Phe coversge of the paging svstem is to be increased, and a video
conferenee service is o be introduced shortly, Worldwide data-base, us-
g Global Netwark Serviees (GNS), will be provided shortly ineollabio-
ritian with British Telecom
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EDUCATION

At the time ol the aceession of iy Majesty Sullan Qabooy in 1950, the
two priovily needs for the people of Oman were fir health geryviees and
sehueation, Other aspeets of development could be hustened by means of
Ches injection of finance and expatriate assistance, bul education Fais Lo b
allowed time t become effective, Thus it was that an orgent start had to
Lt made with primary education for both boyes and girls,

Bofore 1970 there were only threo schools for boyvs i the whole of
the Sultanate: ol Museat, Muttrah. and Salalah. There were no girls
sehools, Otherwise there were only the Kerame schools providing n
struction in basie reading and writing, often condueted i the apen un
der Lhe trees, Ambitious voungsters seeking edueation had to leave the
courtey legally to be edueated alwond. So great wis the pubsdie need
for education in the sly stages that, in many cases, seloils hnel b b
set up in lents and classes held in shifts. There was also a total lack of
qualified and experienced Omani teachers, 2o thal large numbers hiad
ta be veeruited from other Arahie-speaking countries such as Egypt,
Jovdan and Sudan. Although priority Fael, af eonrse, to b given Loy chil
dren there was, at the same time, a pressing demand lor adult edues-
tion, Textbooks had to be compiled and published, curricula formulat-

pel, anel seamination standards sel
Pramary schoel education in Chnan normally starts at the age of gix




8 " b i al AR = abeadll B - Lol b o n s Le R
between the ages of twelve and fourteen, the pupil progresses (o the
preparatary school, Students passing the general preparatory cerdifi-
cale eximination are then admitted to the first grade of secondary
schools between the ages of fifteen and seventeen, Hore they ure select
e tor the appropriate type of secondary education, in accardance with
the resulls of their preparatory examination, Now. of eowrse, wilh the
opening of the Sultan Qaboos University in 1986, it is possible for sty-
denls to go on from secondary education to advanced Craeing and qual-
tications in their own country at the University and other institutions
of specialised training.

In the 1992-93 academie year, there was a total of 878 schaals Tor
seneral education: technical, 1slamie, private, and mtermediate eollip-
es for teachers, The total number of students in sehools and other e
eational institules, in the currenl vear is 424,962 lgivls make up
47.35% of this total), compared to 909 students in 196970, The Minis-
ter of Education, HE, Yahya hin Mahfudh Al Mantheri, wha is also
Vice-Chaneellor of the Sultan Qaboos Umiversity, has announced Lhat
in the current Fourth Five-Year Plan, 65 additional schools, and 79
new sehool premises will replace unsuitahle buildings currently in use,

Training of Omani Teachers

In the first years of educational development, nearly all the tench-
ers were expatriate Arabs. The first Teacher Training Institute started
eourses for Omanis in 1977, In 1984/85, the male and female Teacher
Training Institute system was abolished and ity place was taken by the
Intermedinte Colloges. There are currently eght Intermediate Teaeher
Training Colleges in the Sullanate, of which five are for male sludents
and three for female students. Cuarrently there are 1,704 male apd
L2l female students at the colleges. With the opening of Lhree new
Teacher Training Colleges in Sohar, Nizwa, and Ibri, the annual -

put ol trained teachers will inerease considerably, A new Teacher

Training College is to be built in Ibra in the current Five Year Plan, An
Institute Lo train geaduates as teachers is Lo be established o inerense
the: numbers of Omani teachers to replace expatriates, and, at the same
time, to expand the educational network. The proposed Institute is in-
tended for preparatory and secondary school teachers, and will be ps
tablished in cooperation with the Sultan Gaboos University. Al the end
ol 1992, there were shout 18,853 teachers in the Sultanate, of which
11,988 were expatriates, und 6,864 were Omanis. In the same year, Lhe
educational system received its first bateh of eraduates from the Facul-
ty of Education and lslamic Sciences at {he sultan Qahoos University,
From now on these numbers will be augmented by qualilied praduates
from the Faculty of Science and Arts.

Teaching of Tnglish has assumed inereasing importance in recent
vears, particularly with the opening of the Sultan Labows University,
where the science-hased courses are conducted in English. In 1957, the
Ministry of Education initiated a major project-in order (o achieve this

b A small pupil
leads the singing
by a girls’ choir at
a school concert,

A
recently-construcl
ed Vocational
Training Centre in
the Interior.






Jeel was given to the Ministry's English-language Teaching Depart
ment. The major feus during the firat phase of the project has been the
development and production of Enghish-language learning materials
which are specially designed for the Cmam sehool system, These mate
rals have been produced and printed entirely within the Sultanat

In addition, this has enabled the system to provide some basic
health and environmental education thraugh the medium of English,
Teacher training s seen as an essential part of the general aim of im-
proving the standard of English teaching and learning. There are addi-
Lonal programmes for Omani teachers of Enghsh which provide both
langmage improvement and techniques; and which aim to rise the Her-
el enlilive of these leachors

The eradication of illiteraey 0 the Sultanate has been one of the
major tasks of the Ministry of Education, This has been o particular
priblem among older women whao had no opportunities loe ooy edocs-
Lo until 1970, The Sultanate was able to begim to tackle the prablem
during the 197374 academic year, with around 3,000 male and femule
students. At firsl, the areas mvolved were limiked, but ns the vears
passed, literacy classes were set up in mest of the towns and villages of
the Sultanate, In the seademie year, 1992-93, aboul 8,906 are benefil
g at 240 cenlres, in addition to members of the Sultan s Armed Fore-
s, The Ministry is actively working with international and regional or-
ganisations such as UNESCO, with the wim of eliminatimg illiteracy
befire the year 2000,

Adult education has been operating in parallel with the literacy e
gramme sinee 17374, 0 order Ao provide opportumties for those who
had not received education during their youth, or had to deop oul of
achool early for one reason or other, Malure student numbers at 178
centres inereased from 1352 at the beginming of 1974 to 9,930 in the
latest academic vear, The University Couneil of the Sultan Gaboos Uni-
versily will introduce post-graduate studies this vear in the Faculty of
kducation and lslamie Seiences and the Faculty of Science and the
Arts. The Ministry has also decided to establish a modern Centre for
researeh ind edueational development with the aim ol rdsing the stan-
dird of educationnl services in all institutions. The project will be im
plemented during the eurrent year,

Sultan Qaboos University

The crowning achisvement of the development of the educational
sytem wis the opening of the Sultan Qaboos University al Al Khodh
near Museat in September 1986, The University comprises six colleges
ar faculties: Edueation and lslamic Seionces, Seience, Agriculture, En
gineering, Medicine, and the Arts. [t was origmally anticipated that
the Uniiversity would take ahout 3,000 students in the varions fnealtios
and ~i|]{'t'i.‘||iH.‘11iul|!-. Huwever, t‘llr'l'l'-n[|_"; {hesre are more (han o GO0 st
Aents, Girls have done well In admizsions to Che Ulniversity, taking G57%
of pluces overall, The support centres of the Lniversity melude Lhe
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Compuler Cenlre, the Library which contaings advanced technology in-
lrmealion syatems as well s printed material, & Langoage Contre, o
Teaching Hospital, and a Centee for Bducation Technology. The medi-
um for msabeaetion e Che Llmversity a8 Avabie, except for the science-
based courses. All studenls are, o any cose, given comprehensive
courses in the English language

The University has a 500-bed Teaching Hospital, wilh an establish-
ment ol ovier one Lhousand, composed of 200 aeademic medieal stalf
and over S0 nursing sopport stafl, Admission fo the hospital is by e
ferral only, The hospital has advanced diagnostic equipment, and spe-
erahized gections for pediateies, synaceslogy and obstetrics, inlernal dis-
eases, surgery, psyehiatry, cardioe diseases, and an oulpatient chinie. 1
serves as o centre for traiming Omani doctors in specialisations

Separale residential accommodabion e voung men and women s
prasided in the form of small eommunities mstead of hostels, each ac
cormmadaling about 150 gtudents deawn from ol the colleges, with a
gupervasor acting a5 a counsellor m social, religions and moeral matiers,
Noveresident atadents are ineluded in these communities. A Colloge of
Commeree and Beonomy s being eslablished, which sall receive ils
firsl students this vear, In oaddition o the alate schools, thore are
about 5000 students in private schools inall three stages of general
education. The Minialry supervises privale schosls Lo ensare That stan

darda are up Lo those i alale sehools,
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[n his address to e nation on National Day in November 1992, Hisg

Majeaty Sullan Qaboos announced that 1993 was (o be the Year of
Youth. IL is cxactly ten yedars since he announced the frst Year of

Youth, a clear indication of the importanee thal His Majesty atfaches
to the develipment of the youth of the nation, as representing the fu.
ture af the Sullanate, and of the personal interest he hag shown in the
mation's young people and the role he plays i their advancement,

The eembination of a high bieth rate with vapidly Fising health stan
dards, and o eorvesponding fall in the infant moretality rate, means thal
the wouth of the eounley represent an inereasing propoetion ol the total
pepulation of the Sullanate, These who knew Oman belore 1970 and

visited Fhe towns and villages of the Interior, will recolloet the sight of

voungsters hall-blinded by trachoma, speead by Ties and infected dust,
whilsl the martality rate amongst ehildeen from malavia and dyaentlery
wits grievously high. The conlrast now could not be greater; apart from
Ihe recorded tremendous improverment in heallh standirds, fhe evident
fitness and alertness of the voung is most noticeable. Physieal fitness is
now widely popular amongst voung people, with their keenness on eve-
rv form of sporting activily. In 1982, the responsibility for supervision
of all youth affairs was entrusted o the Ministey of Edueation, and in
PHRA ite title was amended aceordingly, In 19589, the Higher Couneil for
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- His Majesty
lakes a keen
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young people,
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the Sultan
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an international
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Omani dresses
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nate,

Youlh approved an integrated natin-wide plan for expanding and im-
proving youth Beilities, including the construction of sports and vouth
centres, support for the expansion of existing clubs, and the orgamsa-
on of natiomal sporting and recreational activities, to which s Ma-
jesty personally donated half a million Rials. By a Hoval Decree of
13, Sports and Youlh Activities were placed under a General Organi-
sation Tor Sports and Youth Activities (GOSYA), aupervised by the
Couneil of Minigters, and the Pregident of which s H E. [brahim bin
Hamuoud Al Subhi,

In outhining the programme for the Year of Youth, FLE, Thrahim Al
Subbi anneuneesd that it is to provide i alrong incentive e organise an
effective strategy for the next decade. 11 will be an opportunity to up-
grade sports, as well as cultural, social and artistic activities, He re
vealed that a two-pronged strategy was being prepared. Firstly, sports
clubs and facilities would be completed, and secondly, the young people
themselves would be trained and developed to make proper use of the
fucilities available to them, He went on to say that vouth training arnd
-![l"l.-'i'iiil]il|1lf'rll WHa n _|IZli||I II'TI1-I"'I'EH'I.'w'I.' to b shared RTINS several diffor
ent bodies, and coordinated by GOSYA, which would submit its draft
youth policies to the Council of Minigters

HLE. Thralim Al Subhi said that more sports facilities are to bo
buill during the curvent Five-Year Plan. I is probable that all the

sports assoctations will be housed in g single building, with sEparate
huildings for the Olympie Committee and GOSYA. There are proposals










adjacent to the Sultan Qaboos Sports Comples
in Bausher, There are alzo plans to constroct a
youth complex at Nizwa, similar (o those at 8o
e and Salalah, Work s Lo begin this vear and
ig expected to be completed next vear. Congid
eration 15 being given o building two other
sports complexes in the Shargiva and Dhahien
regions, asg well ns a number of new clubs and
sports prounds, There are also plans to expand
Lhe sports complexes i Sohar and Salalah

The Sultanate was chosen, in Doecember
LERR2, as Uhee venue for Dhe famous annoal inler
national Raid Gouloises' competition which
wits held under the augpices of GOSYA. A bal
tle of wite and beawn in which tewms of five
persons, rom o large number of coutlries, each
meluding al least one woman, traversed o va
ciety of difMwnlt terrain Lotalling o distance of
A km to reach the hinishing post Girst,
Muountaing had to be sealed, deserts erossed on
camel-bick, horses vidden aerose country, and
kayaks used Ao navigate water  obstacles,
Young Omanis wre now distinguishing them
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- Omani Girl
Scouts at the
International
Jamboree camp
in England last
year,

selves in o wide range of sports in regional and international competi-
tioms, notably i swimming, tennis and karate, An Chiman leam aciuil-
ted themselves ereditably in the paralympics, which followed the sam
mer Olympics in Bareelona, Omani teams will be eompeting in the
GOC Olympic Games to be held in Saudi Arabia this vear,

Scouting

The history of geonling in the Sullanate of Cman goes back to 19445
when the fiest seout pack was formed at the Smidiya school in Museal,
Shortly alterwards, packs were formed at the boys schools in Muttrah
and Salalah. Guiding was not introduced until after 1970 when it be-
aan to be ovgamsed in the new givls sehools,

In Oman, puides are normally veferved W as girl sconts, The Na-
Lional Orvganisation for Seouts and Guides was established i 1975 by
Roval Deeree, with the aim of inculesting young people with a sense of
serviee and of developing their sense of sell-relianee, responzibility and
public spirit. In 1983, in recognition of the keen mterest that he hie
shown in the scouting movement in the Sultanate, His Majesty Sultan
{Jaboos was inatalled as Chief Scout durimg the National Celebrations

Scouts and Guides ave encouraged Lo participate in projects which
atd society, one of the most rewarding of which 15 the organigation of an
annual course for the handicapped under the auspices of the Oman N
tional Committee for the Care of the Handicapped, part of the State ef
fort to enable the handicapped to undertalke work which will grve Lhern a
gecure and dipnified Life and help them make a positive contribulion to
society, These conrses have been so sueeessful Lthat handieapped people
[rom other member States of the AGCC are now joining them.

The Natiomal Orgamisalion for Seouts and Guides is keen Lo in-
crease membership and eneourage the formation of Seout and Guide
packs i sehools at all educational stages, The Organisation provides
uniforms, badges and other requirements, and supervises leadership
training and development, Statigties show that numbers are growing
in hoth sections of the movement, which now have over 1,000 mem-
bers

Ohman participated in the 32nd World Seouts Conference in 190,
which was atlended by aver L0 seouts from 132 countries, and won
high praise al the 1900 Arab Seonts’ Conference in Cairo. In February
1992, the fourth Ship for Werld Youth, organized by the Japunese Gov
croment, eallod at Mina Qaboos with 185 youngsfers, ineluding 20 Om
amia, on board, As parl ol thedr programme for aoeing places of interes]
in the Sultanale, the vouth groups visited the Sultan Guboos Universi
Ly, where they jomed in aports and cultural activities

The National Organisation for Seouts and Guides is estublishing o
camp it Al Miadah in the Wilayal of Musana'n, A eommittes has bheen
assigned the task of planning and supervising the exeealion of the var
s phases of the camp, ineloding utilities, services, aclivities contre,
and a headquarters. Work has already started fo prepare the camp for
over 1,000 seputs in the annoal campa during the mid-year vacation,



o 1970 Health Services 1in Oman were limited to one [ee-paying
hospital in Muttrah, run by an American Mission and a few simplie
¢hinies seattered vound the country, There were no Omani doctors, (he
only qualified Omani doctor was practizing outside the conmntry, and he
returned following the pecession of His Majesty Sultan Qaboos to be-
come the firsl Minister of Health. Now, 90% of the population is direct
Iy covered by a comprehensive health service, while the remainder is
cared for by mobile clinies. The aim is that within the next seven vears
the entire population will be directly coverod

By 18493 there were hospitals in all the main centres ol population,
amounting to a total of 49 hespitals and 96 health centres. An innovi
Lien 15 the provision of polyelinies. which provide o combimation of pri-
mary care and apecialist out-patient sevvices, Polvelinies have recently
been established at Musannah, Birka, Shinas and Suwaiq. By 1992
L2636 people were working in the Health Service, of which 52% were
Omanis. In the same vear there were o total of 1,167 Omani doctors
Meanwhile, the Faculty of Medicinge at the Sultan Qaboos University is
Lraiming medical studente to beeome the next generation of Omani doe-
tors, The first hateh of these students will sraduate from the [miversity
this year. These, added to those already training abroad, will producs
nbout 50 new doctors each year. This number will rise to 50 por i by
1997, and it is expected to reach over 100 per vear by the vear 2000,

In September 1991, five new nrsing schools were opened al Nizwi,
Balalah, Sohar, Sur and Tanam provide traiming courses [or secon-
dary school graduates of each vegion. They have proved highly suceess-
ful m attracting students from their loeal arens who would not other-
wige have had an opportunity to join the nursing prodession. Also, Lhe
mtiake of nurses in the newly-extended Institute of Health Seionces in
Museat increased to 70 last vear, Thus from 1994 anwards, over 200
nurses will graduate annually. The target of Omanisation AN Trs:
e 18 thus 179 by the end of 1995 and 40% by the year 2000,

In the field of pharmacy, an Institute of Assistant Pharmagists was
established in 1991 with an initigl intake of 30, The first of these will
graduate early in 1994, The level of Omanisation for pharmacists is ox.
pected to reach 30% by the end of 1995, The Oman Health Tnstitule b
gan to tran sanilariang in 19 with an mtake of 30 (heso will pra -
ateenrly i 1994, By the end of 1995 the Omanisation rate is e peeted
to reach 2% For other pharmacentical professions (laboratory techni-
clans. radiographers, and physiotherapists) the Institute of Health Sei-
ences will continue to produce between 15 and 25 of each profession
every vear. The targeta set for Omaniaation by the end of 1995 are thus
A% for laboratary teehnicians and 39% for radingraphers,

In 1970 trachoma, dysentery, tuberenlosis and malaria were rife as
w result of w Taek of hasic hygiene. The mortality rate, capecially nmong
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aix transplants a vear at the hospital, tolalling 21 by the end of Sep-
Lember 1992 In October 1892 the Sultan Qaboos University Hospital
earried out its first kidney transplant operation as part of a jomt o
Lional progromme by the University and the Royal Hosptal,

As regards mental health services, until 1991 inpatient psyehiatric
eare wird only available at the Thn Sina Hospital in Musead, wilh outpa
lient care alsa available at the Qaboos Hospital in Salalah, and sinee
LD, ol vegiomal centres periodically Lo provide o second consultation
and advisory service. Several developments have been planned e the
inprivement of peychialne services including the new polyelinies
which will have paychiateie outpatient clinies staffed by the regional
paychiatrist, The Thn Sina hospital 1 beig rebuilt this vear to become
it highly specialised, custom-designed  260-bed  psychiatne hospatal
Thia hospital will have speciahsed wards nnd units and will also be a
ventre for undergradunte and post-graduate teaching for pevehintsts,
medical and nursing students. A 25-bed payehiateie unit s planned Tor
Lhe Waboos Hosptal in Salalah, Acute and emergeney cases from the
Governorale of Dholar can then be treated locally

Under the Faurth Five Year Plan (1991955, a4 new 200-bed regional
hospital at Ibri is currently under construchion, and is seheduled for
commpletion nest year. Detailed plans have heen completed and con-
struction will begin in 1998 of & 300-hed regional hospital al Sobare and
a 200-bed regional hospilal al Nigwa, The eonstroction of o 200-bod pe-
gronal hospital al Sur wall hegin in 1994, Two
of the existing regional hospitals will be ex
tended, with o further 50 beds for the Khasah
hospital in Musandam, Work on this wall begin
this year, The expansion of the Qaboos Hospi
tal in Salalah, with an extra 160 bods will be-
mn next year. An extension of the Masirah hos
pital, Lo allow for pn additional 30 beds, has
already been completed, The Plan includes (he
congtruclion of 12 new health centres, seven
with materoily beds, and the addibion of mater-
nity beds Lo nine of the existing health centres.
Three new health centres have recently been
completed ot Wadi Hitam, Wadi Aahin and
Wadi Al Ain. Plans hiave also boen prepared for
an extra 150 beds in the Khoula Hospital in
Museat, wo cater for the inereasing demand on
the burns and neuro-aurpery units. A new 24-
bed hospital is to be balt for the Jebel Akhdar,
i 3tkbed hospital at Mivhal in Dhofare and o 601
bird hogpital at Dibba in Musandam. Work has
already bepun on the consteaction of the Jebel
Alchdar hospital, and work on the other two

r h_- will begin in 1995
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The standard of hovsing 15 a rellection of the standard of Tiving of

aceountry, and the well-baing of ils people. Nowhere is this more self-
evident than in the Sultanate of Oman, Housing bas boen, and sl is,
ong of the top prioeies of the Government ol Hls Miagesty Sultan Ga-
hos, The Government has msisted, from the start of housing develop-
mient 23 vears ago, that it should be constructed aceording Lo well
studied plans, and s teaditional yet modern style, thus eonfirming
with Lthe poliey of preserving Omant ealtore, while, at the same time,
affiering the benefils of modern eilities to Omani citizens, Evidence
ol this ean now be seen throughout the Sultanate,

Crrigimally, housing was the responsibility of the Mimstry of Lands
and Munieipal Affmirs, but, at the end of 1984, a Roval Decree was 18-
sued gelling up o Minigtey of Housing o il these lunetions, The
Miristry, al present situaded i Buwi, will shoetly be moving to o hand-
some new huilding nearing completion ot A Khewair, where if will bo
adjacent to uther Minstries with which it works closely.

The vale ol eonstruction of housing inereased rapidly after o modest
shart in 1978, when 73 houses were compleled, By the end of the Third
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Five-Year Plan i 1080, 7754 houses had been completed, From the
putaet, there has been close cooperation belweon the various Miniatries
concerned with housing poliey, and particular emphasis has beon gven

tis Lhe pravision of honsing B the lower ineome gronps.

An applicant Tor howsing must Tulfil the fllowing eanditions:-

. He must be of Omanm nationality, or have been naluralised al
least three yvears before making the application

2. Hemust be nol less than 21 vears of age, and not more than 50
wears o age, unless i is estabilished thal he s the family's sole provid-
e,

Ao He must not be a participant incany other scheme i the Sulta
nate which entitles or enables Wi to Build, purehase, dr sbtain, hous-
ing, and he muosl not have oblamed howsing through any other seheme
operaling i the counlry,

I He muost nod be the sole owner of any other dwoel g,

A He must biea citigen ol e wilayval or governorate in which (he
dwelling 15 loeated

B, His income must not be inexeess ol TLOL 3000 per annam,

T Hemust not have been greanted e for housimg by the Stoe,

Between January and September 1992 164 soeial houses were dis




A further 266 houses were allocated in other areas to mark Nalional
Day in Nevember: Under the Social Housing Scheme, the Government
provides the mlastraciure such as roads, water and electricity, while
Lhe vesidents only pay a monthly instalment of BO0 25 towards the
cost of the house, The average cost of each house works out at between
14 and 16 thousand Rials. Oman has the goal of providing housing e
all by the year 20000 To meet this target, strategies and policies o
housing have been prepaced e implementation during the curvent
Fourth Five-Year Plan

Between January and the end of September 1992, 52 000 plats of
Fand were surveyed, marked out, and distributed to the public e a va-
riety of uses, The Mimistes has also put oul 22 fenders to consullancy
offices and companies specialising in aerial photography, mapping,

marking, survey planning and levelling,

Ad part of the progeamme Tor providing houses for fomilies with lim
e incomes, the Omam Housing Bank — a joint stock company — was
seb up an 1977, The Bank's activily is concentraled mainly on granting
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tion of unfimshed houses, Persons with incomes of between R.O. 131
and KO, 250 monthly, may abilain mlereat-free loans up to 8 max
e of Ok TRO00 o enabile therm e beld modern housing for Lhem
selves, and non-vepavable prants of up o RO, 6,000 are available to
cilizens whose monthly ineome does nol exeeed 0L 10 The loan reg-
ulations are Mexible enovugh te enable Tomilics w bald swtable res
dences inapproved loeations in the style thiat guits them, A citicen who
i unahble to acguire housing on the grounds thal he has already ab-
tanned o plot of housing land, can now obtaon an inlerest-free loan to
enable him to build a residenee on his land, The reaponse to Lhese ap:

porlunities has been very good

The Chman Housing Bank is planning to vaise thie masimum loan
it to B 40,000 from the eurrent Tt of B0, 35 0000 There are
also plang Loinerease Lhe Government's annnal lean allovabion ta the
Bank by RO one milhon above the amount approved under the eur
pient plan, ty eadse it te O, 25 million by the year 20000 The Bank
phans b lower its interest rates an loans W bebween one and seven per
cent, depending on the borrower's monthly salary, in place ol the
pregent mte of two to pine per cent, The repayment period would be

slandardised Lo 19 voars for o)l borrowers whose monthly ineomes did




ceeded thal guree, would be 14 years, as ot present. There would be a
new svatem of calealating interest which did nol include cormpound in-
terest, The Government would guarantee an annual dividend af 6% on
capital, and would andertake to cover any shortfall, in the event that
the Bank failed to realise sufficient profits to cover the amount. The
Fourth Five-Year lan has approved RO, 30 million in subsidies 1o the
Bank to enable it to cover the mtevest rate difference,

Oe of the tasks of the Mimstry of Hovsing is to restorve and im-
prove old and dilapidated houses through the Housing Assistance Pro-
gramme. By this meana, the Ministry 15 helping those catogories of na
Lionals, wha, owing to their non-eligibility, do not benefit from the
entitements of the housing assistanee vegulations or the Housing
Bank's loan system. In granting assistanee, thege regulations ive [Iri-
ority to heads of fumilies which have suffered from natural disasters,
and then to families dependent on social security ineomes from the
Ministry of Socinl AlTuirs, as well as those on Hmited ineomes not ox-
ceeding R.O0 150 por month, The assistance is given in the form of a
prant from the State, up to maximum of KO, 6,000, Old buildings can
b parrticularly important historieally from the point of view of the na-
Liomal heritage, such as architectural examples with specinl character:
istics. These are carefully preserved,

To enahble citizens hving in the wilayats to complete ther busineas
efficiently and easily, il has been essential to adopt a decentralisation
policy, hence the Ministey has set up Directorates in the various re-
giong af the Sultanate, There is also a Divectorate-General of Housing
in Dhofar, The Directorates of Housing in the regions contain land sur-
viey and planning sections for population projects, and financial and ad-
ministrative alfairy, as well as the Real Estate Register.

In 1992, the Housing Bank, for the first time, offered loans to em
ployees of the Mimstry of Defence and the Roval Oman Police,

Careful planning is, of course, essential in land development for
housing. In pursuance of this policy, experls in the Miniatey of Housing
are being given further training in Oman and abroad. An expert from
UNESCO has conducted a courso on the conservation and replanning
of old townsg in the Sultanate.
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NATIONAL HERITAGE AND
CULTURE

Ohmarus have always been deeply aware of, and proud ol their na
tienal herdage. An indieation of this is that, followang the aceession of
His Mujesty Sultan Gaboos bin Soad in V70, he established a Ministey
ol National Heritapge (almost unigue i the world b with a member of
the: Royal Tamily, His Highness Savyid Faisal bin Al AL Said, s its
Minister

The responsibilities of the Mimatry include the preservation and
renovation of historie buildings, with which Oman s well endowed, the
encouragement of traditional erafts, the collection and collation of his-
torieal booke and manuseripts, the establishment ol museame, and the
investigadion of historical sites. The Ministry keeps in close touch with
international orgamsotions such as UNESCO, which has listed the
massive forl ot Bahla and the Neceopolia of Bat as world herilage sites,
Application has been made for the site and remuns of the ancient city
of Qalhat and the Jidat Al Harasis, wheve the orys has been reintro
duced and sueeeaafully bred, Lo be so listed

Thie suceessful restoration of historie citadels, forts and ancient
builidings, has been a considerable undertaling, which ranks amang
the Ministey's most oodstanding achievements, Many of These are now







-« An old window
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¥ The fort at
Sohar, newly
opened as a
Museum earlier
this year,

major touriat attractions, a notable example being the castle of Jabrin,
wriginally built by Bilarub bin Sultan in the 17th century as a residen-
tial paloce, TE s one of [he reasures of Omani architecture, which hags
been cavefully vestored, Others include the historie fort at Niewa, a for-
mer capital of Oman, and the magmificent fort ot Bustag, also o former
Chmani capital, which stands moa commanding position guarding the
approaches to the great massil of the Jebel Akhdar, In Musead, the two
preat fovts, Mirani and Jelali, poised on lofty erags overlonking Muscat
Bay and the walled city, have also been vestored Lo their original glory,
as has the fort on the rocky pinnacle overlooking the neighbouring
town of Mutteah, Along the Batinah Coast, the fort al Sebar, with s
large square tower, has now heen vestored o its erginal state, when it
plaved a vital rale in the history of Oman, Many olher Toele throoghout
the Sultanate have been restored in recent vears, and work s conlinu
ing an sthers, The Mmistey i ondertaking restoration of a nomber of
them, with help from the Merocean Government, under an agreemoent
signed in 1953, Notable amongst these s the magmficent forl at Bahla,

(hoan hos many other fine buildings worthy of  preservation,
Amiong those alveady vestored are the Sayyid Nodie and the Sayyida
Muzna mansions within the walls of Muscat, as well as the Bail Fran-
aa, which has been restored and reopened last year as an Chman
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French museum by His Maijesty Sultan Ghaboos and President Milter
rand of France, Another fine building, recently brought back 1o its for
mer glovy, s the one-time residence of Suleiman bin Himvar, lying at
the foat of the dehel Alkhdar ot Bickar Al Maws

The Mimstey 15 also netively engaged in the acquisition and Prese

vation ol ancient manuseriple and documents, It now [HISEEREES e

than 4,0000 manuscripls dogling with Juriaprudence, mterpretation of

the Holy Keran, poetey, astranomy, lterature and history, The oldest ol
these dates back to the vear 1240 AD. Many such valusble old docu
ments are st held by Familics who, 1 some cases, are loth to let them

leave their possession

Among the museums e which the Ministey s responsible, is the
Nalional Museum al Queam near Museal, which attracts many thou
sands of visilors each vear, Another is the Nalural Histor Museum,
adjacent to the Ministry, which had more than 15.0000 visitors lpai

vear, a high proportion of them children. Splendidly designed, the mo

seum, which was established in 1985 and which has only just been
l.'-:HI||J|I'|l:'|| lnva alress an the pregervation of the environment, There
are displavs of the varied wildlife of Oman, mcluding leopards and ear-

acals, as well as o whale hall, o fossil tree, and o shell eollection. A& i

A Skeleton of a
hump back whale
in the
newly-opened
Whale Hall at the
Natural History
Museum



seum of a diffurent type, Tor which the Ministry 15 also responsible. is
e Children's Musenm, apened at the end o 1990, a children’s scence
contre, to which childven are Lhrought imdividually and in organised
partios. I is immensely popular, atteacting some 3000 children every
mionth,

Significant amongst the Sultanate's musenms in the fort at Sohar.,
Ha exhibits highlight the vole Sohar has played in the history of nayi-
gation, a5 well as in Oman's everseas Lrade

Another suceess of the Ministry 18 the Salalah Cultural Centre,
apened n 1990, Tt has a 10,000 volume hbrary and organises art exhi-
hitione and competitions. Schools organise vizsits as parl of their aca-
demie activitics, Handicrafl exhibitions are held at the Centre and a
literalure cirele meets regularly,

T eneournge the reading habit, and to facilitite access o lilerature
by Omant citizens, the Ministry has put mobile boolshops inte seevice
Abrcantitioned vans, eompletely cgmpped as libravies, lour the coun-
Lry's regions, the aim being to provide books te citizens af thiar door-
steps, thus avoiding lengthy journeys fo the nearest major town.

The Ministry is energetically myolved in promoling Oman’s hen
tage ahroad by means of Cultural Weeks, Exhibitions are mounted, dig-
playing Oman's artefacts, archaeological ohjects, handierafts, mano-
soripts, ete. These Cultural Weeks have been suecessfully held in
several Arnh, Furopean and Asian countres,

The Sultanate's contrbution to Bxpo 92 drew moch apprecialion
from Lhe crowds which visited it at Seville in Spain. It took the form of
a4 2000 sq metre pavilion divided o two domes, One was called the
Heritage Dome, and the other the Renmssance Pome, The former con-
gisted of eleven sections; Prs-hustory, Early Ships, Famous Ships, Navi-
gational Methods, Trade Routeg, the Treasures of Trade, Frankin-
venge, Forts and Avchitecture, the Falaj, the Peaple, and the Land. The
Renaigsance Dome wad a veflection of life in Oman today. Tt presented
thee visitor with an overall pieture of the phenomenal development
achivved by the Sultanate under His Majesty Sullan Gaboos

Last vear, many discoveries of maor archaeologenl inlerest were
made throughoul The Sultanate, bol the greates! ol these, without
doubt, was the discavery of the site of the ancient city of Ubar, huried
i the sands at the edge of the Empty Quarter in Dhofar, The existence
al Ubar was known through hstorieal records dating back thousands
af yeare, and much has yet to be learnt about it through more archaeo-
lagieal research, but it is believed to have been the headquarters of the
frankincense trade, where the caravans assembled at the start of their
long journey overlind Lo Mesopotamia and Syria.



e T

The Ministry of the Interior is the oldest Ministry in the Sultanate
of Oman. In fact, before 1970 it was the only Ministry, It was situated
within the walls of Muscat, and was known as the Al-Dhalkhilive (50
pervision of the Interiorl, It was responsible for administering Interior
alfwirs through the Walis — the regionnl governors appointed by the
Sultan. The Ministry of the Interior exercises the same respongibilities
today, The situation that existed up to 1970 evolved from events follow-
g the death of Sayyid Said hin Sultan (Said the Great! in 1856, and
the subsequent division of the Sultanate whicl separated the East Afri.
cin possersions from Oman, The country, deprived of the wealth ema-
nating from the East African empire, withdrew into reclusive isolation
and internal division until its renaissance following the accession of
His Majesty Sultan Qahoos bin Said, who inspired the modern develop-
ment of his eountry

Hiz Mugesty established a strong central government (o lay the
foundations of stabulity and security. This included the migpor task ol
re-establishing contral of the Provinee of Dholar, which is now a Gov
ernorate, and ending the eonflict there which wis a serious prabilem al
the time of his accession, This was brought Lo a suceessful conclusion
by the end of 1975, The country wag opened up, internal and external
trade flourished, good land and sir communications were developed,
public and socil services beeame progressively available, the benelils

of modern technology were harnessed, and the appraprinte aspects of

' 1}
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development and progress were adopled, The Mimstry of the Interior
has fully participated in the development process and combined the
hest aspeets of both modern admimstration and traditional systems,
The Sultanate is divided into seven man planning regions, which are
themselves divided into wilavats (governorates) and centres. These lat
ter include the Gevernorate of Museat, which 12 admimstered by a gov-
ernor at mimgterial level, There are also elght centres i Dholar, which
come under the Governor ol Dhofar, who 18 also o Minister of State,
and four in the Musandam Gevernorate, Other wilayats within the
Sultanate are admmstered by the Ministey of Interor,

Uhne of the Mimstry's notable suceesses hos been its ability to man
tain the traditional links between the trihal authorities and the wilay-
at admimstrations. The Sheikhs of the fribes ave traditionally respon-
ible to the Walis, who are appointed by the Government. The Walis
consult with the Mimstry of Inlerior on important matters affecting
their wilavats, and pass on government poliey recewved through the
Miniatry fo the Sheikhs of the tribes, which i then communicated o
the pubilic,

The Walis traditionally enjoy the respect of members of the public
in view of the direct ties thal have historically linked them together
They perform an important role in supperting the development process
throuzh their mectings and consultations with the directors of govern-
ment bodies, and through their supervision of the progress of priojects,
co-ordination of activities hetween the different bodies in their wilay-
ats, and Lheir chairmanship of numerms loeal committess concerned




with development — notably their ehairmanship of loeal mnicipal eom
mnttees, Their distinetive status enables them 1o remove any vhataeles
that may stand in the way of those projects

A democralic institution soon o be introduced is the revival of the
Barzah, when the Wali will hold monthly audiences in his wilayat. The
Barzah will start ag soon ag the Ministry of National Hertage and Clal-
ture has completed the vestoration of the traditional forts, where the
Barzah will be held as in former vears. The Gadi, o judge, of the Shar
ah Court in the wilayat will also be in attendance. The Wali will
ceive members of the public, speak with them fiee to face, consider
their cased and diveel the relevant stafl’ W complele therr business
promplly for them, Cases involving ligal ralings will be veferred to the
Qadi. The Wali will also diseuse wilayat affairs with the local Sheikhs
at the Barzah. All this will tuke place al the same location. The inire
duction of the Barzah has been warmly weleomed by the puhlic

The progress achieved by the Ministry of the Interior is not limited
solely to the administrative and arganisational aspects, Recent vears
have wilnessed the introduction of 3 number of development projocts,
the most important of which has heen the eonstruction of the tyemeral
Diwan of the Ministry, and administrative accommodation for the Wal
15, thus providing an efficient structure from which to operate. The
Ministry has also been provided with the most advanced equipment to
meel s requirements. [ 15 now maintaining the momentum of its
progress with plans designed to ensure that it will continue to support
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REGIONAL MUNICIPALITIES
AND ENVIRONMENT

The Mimstry of the Environment was established in 1934, and tho
Mimstry of Regonal Mumeipnlibies was gel up in the following year
[ty 1991, their responsibilities had become so interrelnted that o was
decided to mevge the twe Ministries. The new Ministry is situated in the
building in &l Khuwair, which used 1o houge the Mimstey of ihe
Fovironment, Development in the Sultanate in the carly stages of the
renaissance was, of necessity, lnrpely confined to the eonstal regions. In
recenl vears, one of the principal respongibilities of the Ministry has
been the develapment of munieipal sevvices in the Lowng and villiges of
{he Interor, ¥Much Progress e now been achieved, and the Minisbry is
actively engaged in the planning and implementation of furiher projects

In 1990, the Ministry embarked an o comprehensive plan for niam
g villages, strects and roads in the varions wilayats, Municipal com-
mittees were formed to make ther suggestions concorning the names
while secking the help of scholars, historians and other qualified per
goms Lo preserve historical connections

Municipal services include specialised regponsibilities such as envi
ronmental health, publie hygiene, housing hypiene, ensuring that wa-
fer and lood wre healthy and safe o consume, meal ingpetion, pest
control, and generally improving the quality of
Lifee, The services alse inelude the remavil of v
fuse and food eondemned as unfit for human
comgumption. Inspections of food shops and hy
giene regulations for employees have been com-
prehensively implemented, aflay twater chan
nelst are cleaned and water quality 18 cheeked.
The number of mspectors 18 being inereased
and the Ministry s conducting o number of
slall training eourses. The stall of vetennarn
ans is being expanded 1o ensure the rigorous
checke of animale before and after slaoghter,

A Municipalities Month s held annuoally
each Cetober when varous evenls are organ
iged to inerease the awareness of the people of
the importance of eleanliness, hygiene and the
necd for wholegome FTood, Last vear Saham, on

the Batinah Oanst, waos the winner of The Thest
Mumerpality’ award, veceiving His Majesty's
Cup and a snm ool 1RO, 90000 Coe of the pro
eets which eonteibuted to the award-winning
was a four-kilometer road, bailt entively by the
pevple of =akum,



Nizawa came in second place, and Khasab in the Musandam, third,
A new contest for individuals for their contribution to the preservalion
of the environment was won by ane citizen for the marine environ.
ment, and another for the protection of wildlife and birds,

A major achievement of the Ministry last vear was the completion of

Nizwa's beautification and improvement project ot a cost of RO 5 mil-
lion, Part af the projeet was the construction of a new soney, bt Lo the
lateal Lechmieal standards, while at the same time preserving the Chnang
indigenous design and characteristics. 1t is in Biarmony with the arehae-
olagical buildings on the same gite, such as the famous Nizwa fort. A
bridge hag also been built over the Wadi Al Abwadh, and & ring road has
been constructed s an alternativie highway,

The Ministry is actively implementing Omanisation of jobs by -
ereasing the number of training courses, and upgradimg performance
standards ol its stall, go as to enable them (o meet the responsibilities
of the posts that are targeted for Omanisation. Personnel are sent
abroad for courses in food hygiene, health and sanitation. Stafl mem-
hers also attend seminars and conferences abroad on environmental
health and other subjects to keep abreast of latest developments

Environment

Uman has sel an example to the world by maintaining a judicious
balance between the needs of development and the environment, The
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countey's sound environmental pratection and
ponservation policies have gained international
recogrnition. The United Nalions Environmen-
tal Progromme (UNEP! has cited Uman as 4
connlry with ane of the best records i environ-
mental  conservation  and  pollulion  eontrol
measures geared fo proteet the land, air and
water, and maintain the eeological balunee,
The firsl law coneerning envivonmental af-
fairs was issued in 1974, This was followed in
ensuing years by several other decisions and
laws designed to secure the territorial walers
ol the Sultanate, In 19749 the Couneil Tor Con-
sorvation of the Envieonment and Prevention
of Pollution was estahlished with His Majesty
as Chairman, A further step was taken in 1954
with the establishment of the Mimstey of the
Ervironment, which was assigned the respon:
gihility of implementing the national plan for
[he environment and the Law for the Conserva-
Lion ol the Envivonment and Prevention of Pol-
latiom, In October 1990, a seven-vear coastal
zone management praject was completed inope



spanse 1o the threat posed by vapid urban development. This project,
which covered the entive 1,700 km-long voastline of the Sullanate, in-
vilved detiiled ecological survevs of the constal regnioms, the sen and
offshome islands, with the result that the Sultanate has one of the maost
ntensively studied coastal environments in the world for g e |
purpases. All the information obtained s logged into a comprehensive
computerised environmental database, The project has contributed
much to regional seientilic knowledge through its findings, including
the discovery of new species of fish and corals, new turtle nesting and
leeding arcas, some of which are of global importance, as well as bird
breeding and feeding sites, Togelher, theae coastal and regional plans

will help appropriate development of the coastal gone. As a result it

this project, and its many findings and recommendations, the Sulta-
nate has a secure basis from which to proceed with the satemuarding of
its valuable coastal resourees for fatwre generations to come.

All prajects launched in the count ry are required Lo hove a 'No Envi-
ronmental Objection” certificate fram the Ministry. By this method, the
Ministry confrols pluns for new industrial enterpriscs and olher strae-
tural projects, Before issuing such eertifientes, the Ministry takes intn
account possible enviranmental effects and the necesgity for using all
possible means to minimise pollation enused by the emission of waste
products,
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[n June 1989, on the
day that an honour was
conferred on s Majesty
pb UNESCOs  headguar-
ters in Paris, marking the
climax  of @ series of
achievements  that  have
broueht Oman to the prom-
mnent position i THO L OVE
in the iternational enyvi
vommental sphere, 10 was
announced that Ths Majes-
fy was donating a przge Lo
be orantod every Lwao vears
fur Lhe conservation of the
onvironment, On Lhe last
accasion il was awarded to
the Mexican Institule for

| Environmental and Natu-

ral Hesearches, The Sulty
nate has been apponled o
member of the governing



body of UNEP for the third time, and UNEP has adopted a number of
the Sultanate’s proposals on subjects such as a ban on exporting wasie
to the developing countries, and the need to ensure that it remains in
thir eountriea Ahal produced i,

The Sultanate gives a very high priorvity to the conservation of
Oman’s rich flova and fauna. This involves the protection of the latler's
habitats and breeding sites, providing them with the proper condilions
Lo enable them to breed suecessfully, To this end, the Minstry has set
up wildlife reserves, notably the sanctuary in the Jidat Al Harusis,
where the re-introduced oryx now breed in their own environment af-
ter heing wiped out in 1972 as a vesult of illegal hunting. Hunting is
strictly forbidden throughout the country.

A magor transformation has taken place in the towns and villiges ol
the Sultanate during the pust 23 years. & great part of this derives
from the cooperation between local authorities and the Ministries, and
the coordination of their efforts. An unportant contribution has come
from local communilies and individuals using their own imitiative and
efforts in the improvement of their environment, This is a Process
which will continue to he encouraged in the vears to come. The result-
ing total absence of squalor, slums and litter, is immediately evident 1o
the visitor, whether driving through the main urban areas. or travel
ling through the towns and villages of the Interior.
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JUSTICE, AWQAF AND
ISLAMIC AFFAIRS

Lslam is the religwom of the Sullanate of Chman, and unders Tslam, v
ligion and law are anterwoven. Thus Shari®a Law ia the law of Oman,
Aownal are donations and bequests (o religions fonndations and chari-
bies, T was only natural, thevefore, that following the pecession of His
Magesty Sultan Qaboos, the processes of religions alfairs and of the law
should be condueted by the same Ministry, Consequently, the Ministey
of Justice, Aweal and lslamic Affairs was established

In spile ol the great digtances and wide deserls which separate
Oman from the Holy Cities of Mecea and Medina, Oman was one of the
first countrics to embrace Islam during the hfetime of the Prophet, by
aveeplance rather than conguest, a foth {0 which it has staunchly held
over Lhe ensuing centuries.

The Mimsalry provides some of the moest important social and relig-
iong services, and endeavours to ensure justice for every citizen who
has sufferod injury to his person or his property, or m any of the nghts
guarantecd to him under the [slamic Shari’a Law or Royal Decrees, As
Far as social work s eoncerned, the Mimstry provides religious services,
spiritual guidanee in the form of preachers and counsellors in the
mosgues, and the trommg ol and appeintment of lmames. Inoaddition, if
tnkes core of the properties of orphans and bequests left to them, in-
vesting them so that they produce the best possible prowth and e
turns, I also eollects the zakat and distributes it to those entitled to il
teaches the Holy Koran, and looks afler the Wagl (phaeal Awqal prop-
erties, fakat 18 a relipious bax, oviginally representimg 5 ar L) per cent
ol sarnings from the land, Today, revenue from gakal go the Ministry,
which organises zakal revenues and expenditore

The Ministry 13 divided into two main sectiong, namely Justive and
Awgal, and lslamic Affairs. Each section is headed by an Under-
Secretary, who is responsible to the Minister Tor the rooning ol his see-
tiom, which has its own prorogatives and funetions. Under the Justice
sechion are the Sharia'a Courts, of which there are 45 in Muscal and
sther prineipal towns in the wilayats, Each court hag at least one judge
(gadi, an assistant judge and his deputy, with a team of clerks respon-
sthle [or documents and courl records,

In the Shari'n courls, each judge 18 responsible for hearing eivil and
eriminal enses led by citizens against cach other, reaching judgements
on dnd solutions to dispoutes, and how Lo gettle them,

The Court of Appeal, in Mogeal, eonsiders judgements by the Shia-
i eonrls when appeals are lodged against Chem AL the highest Tevel
1s the Complaints Committee to which there @5 recourse by those wha
are nol satisfied by the judgements given at the two lewer levels, Rul-
ings given by the Complaimts Committes are final

Studies ol the Institute of Shar’a Jurisprodence, Counsel and
Chnidance, consist of two stages: students who have qualified for the



Mosques' Preparatory Certificate, or al an equivalent level, undertake
oo general Shart'a course of three vears length, Thoso completing U
slage may then continue o the specinhsation stage, Alternatively, they
may be appointed to appropriate posts in Lhe Shari'a eowrls or the Min
istry. Students are aceepted for speicalisation in Shari'a jurispradence
i they have atiained a minirom of 60% 1 the examination al, the pre-
vious stage, Alter graduation, they are appointed as depuly judpes or o
appropriale posts at the courts or the Ministry, Stadents who wish (o
specialise in Counsel and Guidanee are accepted for this if they have
been successful in the fAnal examination of the Sharity studies shage,
Alter graduation they are appoimted o Connsel and Cuidance posle as
Imams and Preachers,

The Awqal and lslamic Affans section of the Miniatry s reaponsible
Fowr

Loospreading the teachings of the Troe Islamic Beligion within (e
Sultanate through counsel, guidance and the various media, and set
ting up Ielamie hbraries

2. Taking part in Islamic nclivities abroad. through ergansalions,
conderences and seminars, and exchanging visits with members of the
Islamie community and brotherly Arab shatos

4, Making preparations for the Haj (pilgein) season in eoordin
tion with the Saudh autheritios and velevint local nrEanisationa

4. Establishing, restoring,  maintaining  and admimstering
MsiLes,
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5. Organising zakal vevenues and expenditure,

6, Oversecing and maintaining all types of awqgaf, and endegvour-
ing toinerease their revenues, develop them, and regulate their affars,

7. Taking charge of Bait Al Mal {Public Treasury) properties, ani
setting rules and regulations for maintaining them and developing
their resourees

8 Lookimg after and maintaining the property of orphans and be
quests for them, implementing Shari'n court devigions related to these
hequests, and the regulations dealing with them,

The Holy Koran schools are the hasie sonree for those wizhing to ab-
sorh the teachings of the Holy Koran and learn the elements of readl g
and writing, especially in the more vemoete arens, These schools, of
which theve are currently more than 500 in the Sultanate, plaved an
important role in trainimg many generations befare seeular maodern
sehonls hecame widespread. Today they stll play a vital role and ot
tract numbers of boys and girls cach year. The Ministry also operates
gummer holiday centres thronghoul the Sultanate for teaching Lhe
Holy Koran and to ensure that students from regular schoals have e
vess Lo Koranie studies when the schools are i recess,

The Grand Mufti of Oman, His Eminence Sheikh Ahmed bin Ham
ail Al Khalili, has revealed o plan to sel up an Lslamic university in the
Sultanate. He hos said thal onee the final decision has been taken, and
the nniversity has become u reality, all the existing Islamie mslhitules
in the country could be incorporated intoat.
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Before 1970 no Clivil Service ag such exigled. The functions of gov-
ernment, limited as they were, were performed by o small number of
officials. As the development policy initiated by His Majesty Sultan Qa-
hoos proceeded, the number of personnel ¢m ployed by the Government
mereased to meet the needs of expansion, In 1975 the Law for the Op-
gamsation of the Government Administrative Svstem was enacted (o

eatablish a rational syatem ol arganising Lhe machinery of government,
Likewise, a Civil Serviee Law was passed Lo provide the expanded zer-
vice with qualified personnel, and to implement the services needed for
the development of the nation. The Law enacted in 1975 was repliced
by o mew law in 1980,

Unkil the Ministry of Civil Service was established in 18988, per-
sonnel matlers were administersd by the Establishments Bureay un
der the gmdanece of the Civil Service Commission. In Cctober 19892 5
Royal Decree was promulgated defining the Tunctions of the Minis.
kry of Civil Serviee, which ineluded implementation of veneral ap-
proved policy, proposing drall eivil service laws, preparing standad
salary and allowanee regulations and schedules, plinnimng admins-
Lrative changes, preparmg raining plans in comjunction with the
compelent authonties, studving problems facod by the Cival Sevvice,
providing assistance for povernment peersonnel departments, simpi-
[ving organizational and training procedures, ensuring application of
pension and end-of-service benefit lows, and appointing eraduates o
switable posts compatible with their qualifications and gerving the
Shate’s development goals

In 1992 the Ministry published regular Brures on Civil Serviee em-
ployees and preparved studies and statistics when requested Lo do so by
government authoreitics. In addition, its hall-vearly statistics an Civil
Service employees up to the middle of 1992 show the emplovee grades
in every government unit governed by the Civil Serviee Law. The Min-
ey also implements the government sector Urmanisation plan,

The Ministry is responsible for ensuring that all government de-
partments comply with Civil Serviee Laws and Regulations and follows
up thew implementation to engure that they meel the purpose for which
they were intended, In this connection, the lollowing-up department
made 36 visils to governmen! units during 14992, By wiy ol assisbing
government units in ve-organising their organisational struclures and
simplilying their procedures the Ministry studied the administrative
slructures of eleven government unils,

186



The Ministry appoinls university graduates and those with similar
qualifications to government posts, In 1992, 470 universily graduates
and 99 education institute graduates were appiinted. Other applicants
have boen reforred to Government unils in need of stafl, 433 govern-
ment employees have applied to study as Arab Universily of Beirut ox-
Lramural students,

The Ministry of Civil Serviee's Divectorate-General of Pensions
monitors the eiveumstances of velived employees and those entitled b
retirement pensions under the Pensions and End-of-Service Benelil
law. Up to the end of September last year, 7449 employees were on re-
tirement pensiong, bringing the total number of retived Civl Serviee
employees to 6,769, Computerisation has recently been infroduced 1o
enabile pengioners to veceive their pensions with the minimum of incon
venienee, and all pensioners’ file details were computensed by the end
of last year,

The Fourth Five-Year Plan provides [or the construction of a single
permanent Ministry of Civil Serviee building, Final drawings, architec-
tural plans and specifications were completed in 195, and the project
i expected to go out to general tender shortly,

Greal, care is being tuken lo avead inereasing the number of civil
gervants without affecting effiviency. This is mainly intended 1o curb
redundancy that would affect the working of the service and Lo utilise
{he existing manpower to thee full extent. New methods and techniques
for performance evaluation have been introduced, Indiadual prerfir-
mance was evaluated rationally on the basis of achievements and spe-
vial training programmes by way of enhaneing overdll performance.

{ine of the main objectives in the administrative reform has been
the intreduction of position elassification, approved by the Couneil of
Ministers, The fivst phaze of outlining the legal framework for the
project hag heen Tulfilled. The scheme is to be implemented centrally
i eollaboration with the different unils, which is aamed st generaling
a unified gyatem applicable to the whole Cral Service, The system se-
lectid is a combination of the advantages of different evaluation meth-
ods 1o suit the needs of the civil system in the Sultanate. Further
steps are being carvied out including the formulation of the different
necessary forms, traming of Omani execulives in the el af position
clussification, and collecting data regarding present positions, litles
and fanetions, as necessary steps for the second stage of evaluating
positions. The Ministry has introduced a new technigue for proceszing
persannel mformation by implementing the human regourees daty
base for meeting Civil Serviee needs. The data provided covers a wide



Civil Serviee memory and recordls in all activitics pertaining to per
sonnel management,

The first-ever national eensus in Oman is to be carried ouf Al
the end of 1993, The census will begin on Ist December and contin-
ue for ten days. A pilot census was earvied out in Decomber 1992:
about 3500 enumerstors are being tratned for census dotv, The
count will cover both citizens and expatriates as well as establish-
ments of all kinds In Seplember 1992 the Ministry of Civil Serviee
embarked on o eourae for Givil servinls in aveountancy aned census;
The project is receiving help from the UM Population Fand  with
which a technical agreement has boon signed. Algo helping are the
Uhmani-American Joint Commission and the Population Census Bu
regu ol the USA

Omanisation Plan

The gum of RO 10 million has been allotted in the 1991-95 Develop
ment Budget to the Omanization Plan. Accordingly, the Ministry's
Technical Office was estublished for implementing the Plan. and has

Aet out systematie procedures Tor the replacement of expatriates by

Umanis in conformity with the policy that such replacements must be

W The Ministry
operates the
nation's
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carried out without impairing the elficiency and productivity of the Ser-

vice,

The guidelines for Omanisation are:

|, Candidates for higher qualifications or specialised training are to be
selected by competitive examinations,

2. Those requiring traimng or education shroad should be sent Lo rep-
ulable institutes of learning,

3. The required academic qualifications or relevant training in differ
ent fields of spectalisation are t be based on the job description of
fhe positions to Omanis on the suceessful completion of their stud-
ies,

4. In seme cases, traming will be followed by a perod anderstudying
the ppatriate before taking over,

At the end of 1992 the Minister of Civil Service, H.E. Ahmed bin
Abdulnabi Macki, announced that 161,000 new jobs would be generat-
ol for Omani nationals by the end of 1995, Duving the Fou reh Five-
Year Plan period the national labour foree is expected to grow at an an-
nual vate of 8.4% from 207,000 0 1990 to 368,000 by the end of 1995,
The Minister was speaking at a two-day human resourees development
conferenee organised jointly by the EC and the Omani Government
when he gave o number of praposals for collaboration between the EC
and Oman for the development of a highly skilled and qualified nation-
al workforeo, through training programmes, internships and visits, The
Sultanate is algo exploring ways to meet the demands of tuchnical as-
sistaneo that could be provided by the EC to enhance the capabilities of
polytechnics i Oman,

The Institute of Public Administration

The Tnstitute of Public Administeation (TPA) cane info existenes by
Royal Decree in 1977, Uriginally, it was an pulonomous hady with the
Minietey of Royal Diwan Affairs, After the dissolution of that Mimstiy,
[PA was placed under the supervigion of the Minister of National Heri-
bage and Culture until the establishment of thee Minigbey of Oivil Ser-
vice, In aecordance with a Roval Deeree, the Direclar-General of the
IPA s appointed by the Minister and Board of Directors. He works
closely with the Ministry in preparing the National Traming I'ro
gramme, prior Lo its submission Lo the Board of Directors, He also pre-
peres TPA'S annual plan for the varons admimstratve levels, for pros-
entation to the Board,

Currently the academic sections of the TPA eonsist of the Depirt-
mients: of Personnel Management, Local Administration, Financial
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tions, English Language, Research and Consultaney, Clerical Training,
and Computers. This arrangement is subject to change in the light of
Lhe Roval Decree,

During the period 1989-90 the IPA introduced a URIGUe programme
for traiming senior civil servants, including Under-Secretaries and Di-
rectors-General, in addition to training lower-level persinnel, This pro-
gramme synchronised with the beginning of the Fourth Five-Year Plan
and takes into account the Omanisation of the Civil Service now under
way. Over 1000 personnel are being trained, through fifty different
courses, with a view Lo revamping the public administrative guslem
and providing a more efficient and productive Civil Service, The pro-
gramme also ineludes courses for ungreving the proficiency of civil ser-
vinds in the Enghsh languape.

In a similar vein, special emphasis has been placed an offering long
term diploma courses in the fields of accountaney and statiatics, Con-
tinuous effort has been made to enhance the professional competence of
Omanis in both the private and public sectors t aceslerats Cimanisa-
tion. Apart from these diplomas, [PA is eonsidering other long-term
1993 courses, in a number of related fields according to the needs of the
Lihour market,

In the face of the changing situation, it has become imperative lor
IPA to keep abreast of new trends in the areas of public administra-
tion. Thus, great emphasis has been placed on gtrengthening ties with
similar institutions at the Arab and international level. An example of
this was two joint programmes with RIPA on “The Analysis of Training
Needs' during 19492,

In addition to its training programmes, IPA also provides research
and consultancy services, These are two essential factors fur identify-
ing, assedsing and solving administrative problems,

IPA maintains a specialised library for the academic stafl, Lhe repu-
lar participants in [PA programmes and researchers into administra-
tive development. The library keeps close contact with publishers, ac-
quires new publications, and subseribes (o periodieals, journals and
daily newspapers, It has a collection of 13,600 books, of which 10,500
are in Arabic and 3,100 in English. IPA also has 6 500 documentys, of
which 6,500 are in Arabic and 1000 in English, The documentation and
publication section also has the respamsibility of publishing the journal
Al-Edari, a specialised periodical in administrative scienees. It is hoped
that after the completion of its new buildings, IPA will be in a position
to increase and strengthen its manpower capabilities and extend its ae.
Livities to meet a variety of training needs in Museat and the Firinns,
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