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ABSTRACT

Oman’s Official and Public Diplomacy Activities

in Arab International Press Discourse

- By Fahad Salim Mohammed AL-Ghafri

Abstract:

This study seeks to explore, describe and analyze the Arab and international
press discourse’s handling of the Sultanate of Oman’s official and public
diplomacy. In particular, it seeks to identify efforts of public Omani
diplomacy activities by elucidating tracks of evidencing, referral

frameworks and influencing forces as perceived by these press products.

In response to the critiques demanded by such a study, the researcher works
to analyze the discourse of Arab and international press as represented by
two Arabic dailies: Ash’sharq al-Awsat and Al-Arab, utilizing the

‘Discourse Analysis’ approach.

Some of the outcomes of this study point to the existence of a variety of
activities of different styles and tools that the Sultanate of Oman undertakes

to operate its public policy, in addition to the official diplomacy.

One of the most significant evidencing tracks is seen in the ‘good relations’
that Oman maintains with various countries and peoples, the Sultanate’s
‘role in safeguarding security and stability in the region’, ‘good
neighborliness’, ‘impartiality’, ‘favoring political solutions’, the culture of
‘spreading tolerance and peaceful dialogue’ and ‘presenting Oman as a

model’.



The most important referral frameworks quoted in the activities of this
discourse cover the international, regional, national, historic, religious,

cultural, civilization and geographic frameworks.

The most prominent influencing forces are seen in the character of His
Majesty Sultan Qaboos Bin Said and Minister of State for Foreign Affairs

Yusuf bin Alawi bin Abdallah, as well as the Omani government.

The study recommends the formation of a regulatory unit affiliated with
Ministry of Foreign Affairs or the Ministry of Information. The unit would
supervise and plan activities of the Omani public diplomacy. It would also
conduct studies that assess these activities and promote public diplomacy
via the internet or “e-diplomacy” or “digital diplomacy”, besides
intensifying the dissemination of these Omani diplomacy activities through

selected media agencies, particularly the international ones.
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